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Proceedings of the Madras Goverment, Financial Department,
- Bth October 1861.
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No. 13 Read the following letter from Mrs. ARABELLA FRENCH, Widow of the late
Ve T. French; to J. D $IM, Esq.; Seeretary to Government, Revenue and Public
Warks Deparbment, Fort Saint George, dated 31st July 1861.

I beg to transmit a Medfgial in triplicate to the address of the Right Honsrable the Secre-
tary of State for India, praying for some Brovision for the Children of my late husband, Mr.
'L’kmmns“ﬁ"rench, who served the Government for above 34 years, of which 25 years were in the
Hevenue, &c., Departwents of the Seeretariat ; and to express my earnest hiope that in forward-

ing the Memorial to its address, His Excellency the Governer in Council will be pleased, in con-

sideration of my husband’s long and faithful services, to support its prayer with his fuvorable

recommendation.

Tll
Taz Ricar Hoxorasie Sik CHARLES WOOD,
Sfc-relary of State for India.

The humble Memorial of ARABELLA FRENCH,
widow of the late Mr. THOMVAS FRENCH, First Un-
covenanted Assistant in the Revenue and Public Works
Departments of the Secretariat of the Government of Fort

. Saint Georée.
RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH,

That your Memorialist’s late busband Mr. Thomas French, after having spent the best
years and energics of his life in the Public Service which he had entered while ycung, died at
Madras on the 4th of March 1861 at the age of 53 years.

2. That her late husband served the Government for a period of 34. years in the most im-
portant Departients of the Public Service ; and the high testimonials recorded of his merits ax
a servant of the State will show the estimation in which the late T. French was beld. It would
not become your Memorialist to dilate in this Petition on her husband’s services, as they have
on several cccasions been specially brought to the notice of the Home Government in recom-
mending an increase to the salary of his office, and they are more particularly alluded to in his
Memorial, dated the 17th November 1858. It will be suflicient here to note that having com-
menced his official career at an early age, he had been actively employed in the Collectorates of
Masulipatam, Guntoor and Salem for above 8 years, and that a very favorable opinion having

been entertained of his merits and services in the last Distriet, he was selected for the appoint-
s e - ment of Uncovenanunted Assistant in the Reve-

4 venue and Public Works Departments. < : : 4
ADpcely 3 g nue* and Judical Departments of the Govern-

ment Secretariat, on the creation of that Office in 1835.
3. Thus your Memorialist’s late husband had been employed in the Secretariat alone for
25 years or a quarter century, during which he had labored earnesily and zealously for the
interests of Government, and it was evident to all that his health was latterly painfully affected by
the arduous nature of his duties, under which ne eventually broke down,
 Glificnin, sypeet worn by toil and anxiety, as has been certified by his Medical® attendant.
It may not be considered out of place to mention here, that during the above period, the hichest
testimony had been borne to the value of her late husband’s services and to the zeal and ability
with which he had discharged the duties of the Departments in which he was employed ; and
vour Memorialist would especially refer, among maay others, to the testimony recoried by
Messrs. H. Forbes, W. H. Bayley, and the Honorable Walter Elliot, under whom her husband
had served at different times in the Secretariat. Copies of tiese testimonials are appended to this

y

Memorial, marked Ncs. 1 to 3.

4. With a family of 14 children, it might readily be imagined how immeasurably lew (con-
gidering the position the late T. French had acquired,) their parent’s means nust alvays have
been to give his offspring the like opportanity of attaining a proper icoting in life. Mr.

“ramab'e salary was raised to the equivslent of £ 50 per mensem, only within the last three years
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" Procoedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
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5 &th October 1861.
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I do hereby certify that Mr. Thomas French consulted me about the beginning of June

1869, for symptouis which indicated disease of the heart and kidneys. He was then suffering
als s from generul weakaess and nervous depression induced by organic disease and by the labori-

.

~ ous and fatiguivg nature of his Office duties. I ur - impressed upon him the absolute
: ity of his su el il work and advised him to obtain leave of absence and

- me o : : #r g ki
F e :

i e e ; o8
which scemed to harass his mind and keep him a ways in a state of excitement,
not obtained Mr. French continued to get worse till December last when he was compelled by
the progressive advancement of his disease and general prostration to leave off duty. He went
for a change of air to Bangalore in the early part of January 1861, and remained there for a
month under the treatment of Dr. Rogers. He there improved at first, but subsequently got much
worse and was advised to rewura to Madras when he gradually sunk and died sixteen days after-
wards on the 4th March.

I have known Mr. T. French for several years and he was n!ways‘particularly sobor and tempe-
sate in his habits, The disease of which he died, if not actually caused, was probably aggravated
by his necessarily sedeatary life and by the luborious 2nd unintermitting nature of the duties he

had to perform in his Office.

(Signed) R. S. MAIR, . b.

MADRAS, ‘ #
15th July 1861,

Ectracts from the Register of Uncovendnled Servants.
No. 1. Mr T. French has been in every way a most useful Assistant during the time that
1 have held the Sceretary’s Oflice, attentive, diligeat, able and experienced, be has conducted
duties in a manner that has given me entire satisfaction.
(Signed) H. FORBES,
Acting Secretary to Government.

his

30th April 1858.

o, Extract from o Memo. recorded by W. H. BAYLEY, Esq., dcting Secretary to
, Government, Tth Jaauary 13359,

Before leaving the Secretary’s Office where | have been acting for eight months, I would

d my sense of the assistanee I have received from Mr. T. French the Senior

Uncovenanted Assistant and Vejia Ragavooloo Chetty the Registrar.

I have had Mr. French’s aid in this Office before, and a:n fully aware of the value of his
services, and of the testimony that has been borne to them, so it is almost superfiuous to add any
thing more. I only trust they may be properly recognised by the Home Government.

L]

8, Minute b'y the Honorable WALTER ELLIOT, Esg., dated 15th February 1858.

1 cannot allow this draught to pass without expressing my sense of the strong claims that the
Memorialists have on the consideration of the Honorable Court. I have known the two Messrs.
Freuch from the time that I served in the Secrstariat in 1842, and [ can say with confidence that

‘the Government do not possess two abler or more zealous or hardworking Servants. Mr.
Ferrand was not in iy Department, but I know that he stood equally hizh in the estimation of
his superiors. These men have grown grey ia the service on the very inadequate salarics
allotted to them, buoyed up by the hope that their merits would be recognized and that they
would be placed on the same footing as their more fortunate fellow servants in the other Presi-
dencies. It is not very long ago that Mr. T. French in asking me to assist him in getting some
provision.for his family, informed me of the difficulties he has had to contend with in bringing up
fourteen children, (ten of whom are now with him) and how he has constantly been looking for-
ward to the reasonable expectation of acquiring the means of leaving them in somewhat more

comfortable circumstances,

Bhie Yedve e
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~ (Signed) H. mﬁnzs, LR
; Am-;ﬁaéwwy 0 G’om:.

mted Aa&mﬂ and Yun Rmawo«wo Chetty the Regmm -

78 Ihiwe had Mr, memma aid in ﬁih Office before, and am fully aware of the value of his services,
Agnd"or the te:lhmuny that hns been. bm:o them, so it is slmost superﬂunns to add any thing more. I

om the mm I aerved Eﬁ tho Smtsriat in 1842, and I can say with confidence that the Govern-
) io not pomss two abler or more zealous or hardworking Servants. Mr. FerraND was not in my -
artment, but Ikmw ﬁsuthe:mod e u-ll;y hcgh in. thaestxwatwn of his Superiors, These men have
' ' very inadequate salaries allotted to them, busoyed up by the hope that
'eiv m:ts winild be recagnwed u.nd: ﬁnt they vmnld be plaeed on the same footing as their more fortu-
¥ M fellow servants in the other Presidencies. It is not very long ago that Mr. T. Frexca in asking me

- to assist him in getting some provision for his family, informed me of the difficulties he has had to con-
APV, md‘m&h in bringing up fourteen children, (ten of whom are now with him) and how he has constantly
-~ been hpkmg forward to the reasonable expectation of acquiring the means of leaving them in somewhat
SR _' m comfortable circumstances. |

~ But putting aside all personal eonsldernhons whlch of cnuue eannot be allowed to influence such
qﬁealions, 1 would merely urge the unanswerable argument that the labourer is worthy of his hire, and
“that I can imagine no possible reason why the same services should be rewarded on one scale at Madras

‘ .nn'd“i‘m another at Calcutta and Agra aml Bombay. '
$IF do most sincerely trust that the very -reasonable and moderate prayer of these gentlemen will meet
i} zwiﬁ! that consideration from the Honorable Court which it has 7%:- been ready to extend to its roally

hmmmanta. -~ ! f
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( 'BT:E SIR CHARLES ‘WOOD,
e Secretary of State for India.

‘THE HUMBLE MEMORIAL oF ARABELLA FRENCH,
winow oF THE LATE Mz. THOMAS FRENCH, rirst
UNCOVENANTED ASSISTANT IN THE REVENUE AND
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENTS OF THE SECRETARLAT OF

 THE GOVERNMENT OF FORT ST. GEOBGE. :

Publie Service; and the high testimonials recorded of his merits
show the estimation in which the late T. FRENCH was held. It
orialist to dilate in this Petition on her husband’s services, as they
been specially brought to the notice of the Home Government in
ease to the salary of his Office, and they are more particularly alluded to in
i?ﬂi f‘ovember 1858. It will be suﬁic:ent here t.o note that having

,ana Salem for above 8 years, and that a very favorable opinion having

lﬂé liiéﬁts and services in the last District, he was selected for the appoint-
' . ment of Uncovenanted Assistant in the *Revenue and
Mm’““‘ M" Works | Judicial Departments of the Government Secretariat, on

the creation of that Office in 1835.

, 3’.‘ ,Thns _your Memorialist’s late husband had been employed in the Secretariat alone for
.years or a quarter century, during which he had labored earnestly and zealously for the
hrqgta of Government, and it was evident to all that his health was latterly painfully affected
tbe ardaous.nature of his duties, under; which he eventually broke down, worn by toil and
¢, as has been certified by his Medical attendant. It may not be considered out of place
tion here, that during the above period, the highest testimony had been borne to the value
te husband’s services and to the zeal and ability with which he had discharged the duties
ﬂ&iﬁﬂeﬁts»in which he was employed; and your Memorialist would especially refer,
' many others, to the testimony recorded by Messrs. H. Forpes, W. H Bavrey, and
‘Warrer Enuior, under whom her husband had served at different times in the
iat. Copies of these testimonials are appended to this Memorial, marked Nos. 1 to 3.

~ Witha family of 14 children, it might readily be imagined how immeasurably low (con-
lﬁiﬁpaaxtwn the late T. Frexcu had acquired,) their parents means must alwa)s have

gprmn‘ the ‘like opportunity of attaining a proper footing in life. Mr,
ﬁlm-ydw to ﬂﬁ ak;uwaleht of £ad~pe!' mensem, only within the last three years
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1. Mr. T. Frexcn has been in every way a most useful assistant during the time that I have
the Secretary's Office, attentive, diligent, able and experienced, he has conducted his duties in a
that has given me entire satisfaction,
E R e A : i, . (Signed) H. FORBES,
RYERALE SR o ) - W (e S S ' o Acting Secretary to Government.

.
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" 9. Extract from a Memo. vecorded by W. H. BAYLEY, Esq., Acting Secretary to Government,
Ry ; i1 = g Ty

SR g A ¥ Tth January 1859.
fore leuﬁlig the Secretary’s Office where I have been acting for eight months, I would wish
ave on record my sense of the afsistan(_:e I have received from Mr. T. Frexca the Senior Uncove-
Assistant and Vesta Raavooroo Chetty the Registrar.

I have had Mr. FrexcH's aid in this Office before, and am fully aware of the value of his services,
of the testimony that has been borne to them, so it is almost superfluous to add any thing more. I
st they may be properly recognised by the Home Government.

[
-

_ 3. IMinute by the How'ble WALTER ELLIOT, Esq., dated 16th February 1858.
[ 3

" T cannot allow this draught to pass without expressing my sense of the strong claims that the Me-
alists have on the consideration of the Honorable Court. I have known the two Messrs. FruNcH
. from the time that I served in the Secretariat in 1842, and I ean say with confidence that the Govern-
ient do not possess two abler or more zealous or hardworking Servants. Mr. FErranp was not in my
ment, but I know that he stood equally high in the estimation of his Superiors, These men have
owh grey in m;&vi?mmmmlm ‘allotted to them, buoyed up by the hope that
~ their merits would be recognized and that they would be placed on the same footing as their more fortu-
aﬁ\know servants in the other Presidencies. It is not very long ago that Mr. T. Frexca in asking me
~ to assist him in getting some provision for his family, informed me of the difficulties lie has had to eon-
 tend with in bringing up fourteen children, (ten of whom are now with him) and how he has constantly
i s lﬁm looking forward to the reasonable expectation of acquiring the means of leaving them in somewhat
~ more comfortable circumstances.

At  But putting aside all personal considerations which of course cannot be allowed to influence such
iy questions, T would merely urge the unanswerable argument that the labourer is worthy of his hire, and
~ that I can imagine no possible reason why the same services should be rewarded on one scale at Madras
" and on another at Calcutta and Agra and Bombay.

I do most sincerely trust that the very reasonable and moderate prayer of these gentlemen will meet
~ with that consideration from the Honorable Court which it has ever been ready to extend to its really
- deserving servants.
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e Ezxtracts from the Register of Uncovenanted Servants. :
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