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52. Read the following letter fro i :
T. PYCROFT, E cT' £ S m Major C. A. ORR, Mint Master, to
: , Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated 23rd
January 1861, No. 331. i 2
Paragraph L. Referring to the Resolutions®* of Government under dates the 19th June and
r 3/ Tna O44 ¢ o Qo . e
9th July 1'bH, Nos. 244 and 2,621, under which the Mint Guoard
& Financial Department. was established of the strength noted in the margin, I i
¥ = v the me s 1ave the
honor to bring i g
ot P D Ir;,(j to the I{?tlce of Government that, by order of the
Natwe Leer. Major General Lommanding ivisi L ol NI
9 Havild . [ Jl tection of tl \I%Lhe Division, the Guard daily furnished
T avildars. for the protection of the ! " Ly
T(L. y B : int by the Troops in Garrison has, from
3 Nuaigues. the 2lst instant, been reduced from that strength fo a detail of
; T o . y e >
40 Privates. | Native Officer, 1 Havildar, 2 Naigues, and 18 Privates
2, The first intimation I had of this change was conveyed in an Officialt Memorandum
from the Brigade Major, dated the 18th instant, and received on
+ Copy enclosed. the following day when it was too late for me to protest, as 1
. 3 ( otest, as
s d hav sidered it luty o’
should ha & oen idered it my duty to have done, against a measure
which is, I believe, full of danger to the safety not only of the large balance of Bullion and Cash
which is always necessarily in the Cellars of the Establishment, but also to that of the buildings
and the immense amount of public property which they contain.

3. My predecessors Werc of this opinion, for I find Colonel (then Captain) Smith thus writing
ander date the 13th February 1844, with reference to a Roll of Sentries he had furnished to ‘h:;
Town Major, “1 am of opinion that the number therein specified cannot be permanently
« diminished with safety, and the more so as on a former occasion when a somewhat smaller
¢ number were posted, the Sentries having been previuusly reduced from 22 to 11, it was found
¢ by the Mint Master that an extensive robbery which took place was greatly facilitated by the

« jnsufficiency of the guard externally and internally, on which occasion
113 Sentries. ¢ they were fixed at their present numbers} and have remained so
« gver since.”

4. Colonel F. Cotton’s opinion may be gathered from this extract from a letter of his to

the late Mint Committee of the 25th May 1857 on the subject of the position of the Guard Room.

¢ It ought to be an airy room capable of containing 50 men within the Mint.”

5. The idea of dimipishing the Mint Guard also occurred to Sir Charles Trevelyan, who,
desirous of effecting every possible Military reduction, on the 28th December 1859, addressed
me in a note in these terms, ¢ Be so good as to give me your opinion whether the guard at the
¢ Mint can safely and properly be reduced, and if so, to what extent,” to which 1 replied that,
looking at the peculiar isolated situation of an Establishment containing so much precious and
tempbing property, and at the buildings being of so irregular a character as not to be easily
watched or defended, I did not think it safe or properto weaken the guard, unless the detached
and defensible wall which Colonel Cotton proposed should be built around the Mint were com-
pleted, when fewer Sentries being required, and defence made more €asy, the guard might without
danger be diminished. As L heard nothing more of the subject at that time I conclude that my
answer satisfied Sir Charles, and 1 presumsa that on fuller consideration, in communication with
His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, it was then determined not to make an experiment

likely to be attended with so much risk.

6. The reduction, which it would thus appear has been already more than once thought of
but on consideration pronounced unfeasible, has now been made, and as the rank and file allowed
will give only 6 Sentries in three reliefs, instead of the 8 by day, and 9 by night, in the four
reliefs which were thought necessary to permit of parties being detached as escorts with cash
remittances to the Treasury and other such purposes, I am greatly at a loss what disposition to
make for the security of the Bullion and the large stock of valuable dies that is always on hand,
or for the preservation of the buildings by night from the accidental fires, that arve apt to
occur in spite of all precautions in an establishment having numerous furnaces in operation daily,
and of which the Sentries on the roof have hitherto been able to give immediate and timely

notice,
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7 3
' and night, to 8 by day and
7. The late disposition of the Sentries, reduced from 13 by day and night, to 8 by day
9 by night since the establishment of 5 Police Tannah outside the Gate, was this
By Day.

[fy ,’\'.'Y‘T/ be

=
i Clesrripraiclin
No. 1. Outside Front Gate, oyl R A tween the Fy nn! Aaltcs . Office.)
» 2. Inside Front Gate (Assay Office.) » ‘2. Inside the Frout Gi Assay Office, —
» 3. East door of Trehury. »» 3 East door of huur : i g e/I,QIkC(ﬁ égmh
,; 4. West door of lrmsury L \\« st ds Or | f .I‘r - é) ( 71 [/D /

5 9. Outside Foundry Gate, » 6. Copper Coi age Room door. e |

e Ou(~he S()Lllll \Id »- B, ul) of St amping & Lamina l11” . ; / s

» 1. Outside West, side, P o lnl) of Coy pper Laminating Room. ' y o s ’ /l(M/ 'LW/

» 8. Outside North side, » 8 Top of Silver Melting Room. / ¢ [ % x LL») AT &

» 9 Top of Die Multiplying Room. - Taranne @7 "
and I have now Placed them thys . ; /{ {%{M/)
By Day, By Night. %’0() %/LT (} }7/14/\

No, 1, Outside Front Gate, No. 1. Between Front Gates, | : K,( / ﬂWJ

» 2. Inside Front Gate (Assay Office.) » 2. Inside Front Gate ‘\ 1y Office.)

»» 3. . East door of Treas vy, » 3. East door of Treasur

n 4 West door of T: feasury, w . 4. West doc or of do.

» 5. Outside North, n 5. | Top'of C opper Laminating Room

s 6. Outside South, ;

) ad éﬂ_/m‘ f
: 9 J¥ %fl“/o c(hQ'Q (/
e 'l"up of Die \lump]yw" Room, =3
‘£aving no men for escort duty ang compelling the

abandonment of tywo important posts by day
and three at night,

| J / {/() Cﬁ//wvﬁmm/ /ahfﬂ”w
| | 1’1/1“/“ p[) T
orded opinions of my Predecessors, | cannot but fear .

epredationg . which has 80 Innvv distinguished this Mint will no
and [ ean the :refore only hoy

0 / o
2] ( #

‘e that the matter will recejye from Government the Ld

~ons lderatxon whlch I belieye it dese erves,

‘ -ff
| ’ ;
SRR J‘ oeFr
No. 47,

/h/w@
! :

MEMORAND Uy i , A {% .7 v CS/MJ (L’_f
¥ visited the Min » thinks that so l ' - : N .’IC% )
furnished by the Troops in Garrison i Hot required ; J

8. Suppmtrd In my y

iews by the rec
that the imm unln

from serious de

longer 1 * possible,

The Major General Commanding the Division Hw.nvlaw
large a Guard ag that now

PToPoses reducing it from M

onday MOrning next the 21 'm\ta 1w to 1*Native Officer, 1 1
2 Naigues, and 18 Privates,

, / 7 mued >
‘ | Y @/// ,,) /@%/Caﬁgd“”’”/ s’ ( j %
‘ 3,7 : LA SLce ’
By order, ' ; (@ wcﬁ{??.
Il ADE OFFice, CENTRE Divisioy, o §o c(/m,(?(/ /d) /2

Brigade Major, Centre Divigion,
‘orT ST, (JEORGE 18tk Jan, 1861, ' /
(True Copy.)

To the Mins Master, Madras, ' ' ok J g/ /
(Signed) CHARLES A. ORR, ‘ / : /W
Mint Master.
s A
No. 53. ORrper THEREON, 98t} J

anuary 1861, No. 15,
Ordered to be recorded,

/ /] M(’l4 ;_.. ¥
| ey L AN LA s i @WW
It is U“dEISLUOd that the Mint Guard has been restored to it ‘ & LQ P 4 '7 7 /. = ‘
original strength, ) P ¥ ol da *;/I/// /(
(Signed) T. PYCROFT, ' ‘/ S : £ 7 v
. Chief Secretary. 5 /Ma d L/ 1

7y
Exd. T, O’Connor,
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