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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Depariment,
14th November 1860.

A A

Read the following Proceedings of Government in the Revenue Department, dated
5th November 1860, No. 2,048.

Communicating the Order passed on a letter from\

the Officiating Civil Auditor suggesting that, | : ‘
‘0 future, all Magisterial and Revenue Con- }(Vule Proceedings Revenue Department, dated

tingent Bills should be submilted for audit | 5th November 1860, Nos. 69 and 70.)
signed either by the Collecior o7 by the Head \
Assistant. J

No. 32.

OrpER THEREON, 14th November 1860, No. 565.
To be recorded.

No. 33.

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.

Fixd. T. O’Connor.



REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT /
Read the f . / / I, Esc A e O . :
lead the mll'omng letter from “. BALMAIN, Esq., Officiating Civil Auditor, to J. D.
BOURDILLON, Esq., Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, dated Fort
Saint George, 12th September 1860, No. 635 :—
SIR,

1 [ have the honor to draw the attention of Government to the manner in otk Diskriot
Contingent Bills, Magisterial and Revenue are submitted for Audit.

9. In almost every case these Bills are sent up signed by the Deputy Collectors only, and
from one District (Canara) by a Native Deputy Collector who is unable to sign his name in
English, and who is, I presume, not able to read the Bills he signs. The greater part of the
charges are such as are incurred under the or lers and on the responsibility of the District Officer

. . g 3 ’
who is therefore best able to check the Bill and those that are not so should I think pass under
his inspection before being sent up for Audit.

3. The Civil Auditor ander the orders of the Government of India, October 8th 1838, is

t ]
not competent to object to the expediency Or reasonableness, of any charge if incurred under
sufficient autbority; and there are no Commissioners as in Bengal, the North West and the
Panjab, who countersign the Bills and check them by their local knowledge. The result is

]ab, g esult is that
Bills for a very large amount not less than four to five lacs a year are passed without perhaps
being sufficiently serutinized.

[ have the honor to suggest, 1f Government think proper, that for the future all Magis-
é . - . - o
terial and Revenue Contingent Bills should be submitted signed either by the Collector or by
the Head Assistant.
rdl
ORDER THEREON, oti November 1860, No. 2,048,
A . \ 0t s . ota ray a : es 2 . .
1. 'The Acting Civil Auditor reports to Government in this letter that in almost every
¢ & . ‘aterial ant Y Ay B . ! o’
the whole of the Bills for Magiste ial and Revenue Contingent charges come up to him
with the signature of a Deputy Collector and of no higher Officer, and he points out how
defective and insufficient this guarantee 13 for the correctness of the charges.

) This state of things appears to have been brought about in the following manner
When it was arranged chat a Deputy Collector should have immediate charge under the Collec
tor, of the Treasury and Account Department 1n €aci District, it was ordered at the same time
that this Deputy Collector might sign and despatch ordinary and routine Statements and Returns

I'he Board were directed to prepare for the approval of
Order of June a5th 1859, No. 838. Government a list of the periodical papers which micht
. 3 : 5
be so signed and despatched ; they prepared the list
accordingly, but - stead of submitting it for the approval of Government thev' circulated it
direct. This list 80 circulated contained the Returns now in question.

3. Documents of this kind, being Bills for the expenditure of money, are not of the kind

= 'd Y sTel ' -' ¥ . il .

for which the Government intended the Deputy Collector’s signature to be sufficient. All such
oucht cartainly to be signed by the Collector himself, and the Board of Revenue will imme-
) P " - . - A . 2, g s 4 . »
diately instruct all € ollectors accordingly. Mr. Jalmain justly points out that in this Presidency
there are no Commissioners to countersign such documents ; and that as the Board of Revenue
repudiate all resp ynsibility in connection with them, and he himself is without the means or
authority to verify many of the charges, there 151D fact no guarantee whatever for their correct-
ness, except the signature of an Uncovenanted Deputy Colléctor.

. The Board of Revenue will now be requested to revise, mn communication with the
Accountant General and the Civil Auditor, the list of periodical Returns to be signed by the
Deputy Collector, and then to submit it for the approval of Government.

(True Extract.)
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Secretary to Government.

To the Civil Auditor.
Accountant General.

,, Board of Revenue.
" Financial Department.

Exd. S. T. Avgustin.
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