


Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,
for the month of May 1860.

Read the following letter from R. TEMPLE, Esq., Commissioner for Introduction
of Paper Currency, to the Chief Secretary to the Government of Madras, dated
Calcutta, 4th May 1860.

I beg herewith to transmit COpY of a Memorandum, which I have drawn up under the

No. 1.

directions of the Financial Member of the Supreme Governpent, regarding the propos(}d forma-
tion of Currency Circles for the several Presidencies and Provinces of India. I am now directed
to request that you will be good enough to lay this Memorandum before the Honorable the

nor in Council, and to obtain the opinion of the Madras Government as to the appro-

Gover
priatéwgss or otherwise of the various details of the plan. The Memo. itself will explain the

points to which attention is solicited.

9. Tt will be observed that in apportioning the Districts into Circles, primary regard has
been had to the written vernacular languages used in those Districts, in as much as the denomi-
nation of each.Note is to be expressed in English and in two of the Vernacular languages used
in the Circle. And in considering the division of Districts into Circles, it is necegsary that the
applicability or otherwise of a particular language to all those Districts, should be borne in mind.

3. When your feply to this reference shall be furnished, I shall be obliged if at the same

time you will be good enough to furnish copies of the numerals and letters of each language
which is to be used in the expression of the denominations of the Notes. The form in which
this information should be supplied, is hereto appended.  As these characters would be used as
models in the printing of the Notes, the importance of the perfect accuracy and intelligibility of
the characters will be evident. It would be desirable that if possible they be printed in the
form with the best type available.

4. There is only one point on which any remark, beyond those given in the Memorandum,
would appear needful. Tt will be seen that the Belgaum and Dharwar Districts have been
incorporated in the Bellary Circle, (although they belong to the Bombay Presidency) because it
is understood that Canarese is the language generally used in these two Districts. If this be the
case, it would be desirable that they should be included in the Circle of which the Notes bear
the Canarese character. On the other hand, the Notes of these two Districts would in this case
be convertible into cash either at Bellary or at Madras. Now there would be no practical dif-
ficulty in this, if the trade of that part of the country took the direction of Madras. Butit
appears that the trade does in reality take the direction ofthe Western Coast and of Bombay. In
this point of view therefore it might be thought desirable that these two Districts be included in
the Bombay Circle. But again, if the two Districts were igcluded in the Bombay' Circle, then
the Notes would bear not the Canarese character, but the Mahrattah and Hindoestanee characters.
And it seems doubtful whether the Mahrattah character would be generally understood in these
two Districts, though it seems probable that from their proximity, to the Mahrattah country,
the Mahrattah language must be more or less understood in them. The expression of opinion
on these points is solicited.

5. An early reply to this refcrence, will facilitate arrangements for introducing the Paper

Currency.
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of each Vernacular language are to be filled in,

Form in which the Letters and Numerals
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R. TEMPLE,

(Signed)

Commis sioner
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No 2. ORDER THEREON, 11th May 1860, No. 204.

Ordered that the foregoing letter and the Memorandum which accompanied it be referred
to the Accountant General and the Board of Revenue jointly, and that they be requested to give
their early and best attention to the subject, to confer freely together, and submit their opinion
on the details of the proposed plan for the introduttion of Paper Currency in the Madras
Presidency.

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.

Exd. F. Cartledge.
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