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wnt, Financial Depariment,

Proceedings of the Madras Governn
for the month of December 1852-

Read the following letter from T. CLARKE, Esq., Collector of Madura; to T.
2 pYCROFT, Esq Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated 19th No-

sember 1859, No. 1292.

With reference to paragraph 3 of the Order* issued on aletter, dated 24th September 1859,

No. 152, from the Acting Sub-Treasurer of Fort Saint George, 1

% @ Enclosures returned. have the honor to report that the deposed Zemindar of Ramnad
Moottooramalinga Sathoopathy, who died in Madras in January

1809, left a daughter Sevagami Nauchiar, aged about 12 years. She married 2 hushands, 1, Vada-
baveety Ramasawmy Taver and 2, Vijiagopaula Sathoopathy, and on the 13th February 1349,
died childless, but is stated to have adopted a son named Kaungiasawmy Taver, who performed

her funeral rites and succeeded to all the personal property of his adoptive mother. Kaungiasawmy

Taver died in March 1850, leaving 2 sons.

o,  In addition to this daughter, l\loottoomma]ingd{Sutlxcopathy left 2 widows and several

concubines and natural children, some of whom are now surviving and receiving allowances from
Some of these women, in 1827, applied, through the Collector of Madura, for the

Government,
dated 12th June 1827, rejected their

property now referred to. The Government, in a letter,
claims.

3. The Zemindary was, after its escheat,
of Mungalaiswary Nauchiar the only surviving sister of the de
ath, adopted a son Annasaniy Sathoopathy. Sevagami
Nauchiar the daughter of the deposed Zemindar claimed the Zemindary on the death of her aunt;
but her claim was rejected and the adopted son declared the heir. Annasawmy Sathoopathy died
childless and was succeeded by Ramasawmy Sathoopathy, adopted by Annasawmy Sathoopathy’s
widow, the sister of the adopted son. Ramasawmy Sathoopathy died in 1830, leaving two
who each succeeded to the estate, but died during minority. The estate then

(=]

in consequence of rebellion, placed in possession
posed Zemindar. She was a widow

at the time of accession and, before her de

daughters, minors,
reverted to their mother who now holds it.

egitimate blood relations of the deposed Zemindar are
the widow of an adopted son of the adopted son of
while the personal property of his own daughter has

It will thus be seen that no |
Jiving. The Zemindary itself is held by
the sister of Moottooramalinga Sathoopathy,
descended to an adopted son or rather son of affection.

5. Tt will be scen, from the letter of Mr. Parish, dated the 14th February 1810, that the
Ranee of Ramnad, claimed the property of her deceased brother and attached great importance
it, because it consisted of articles, which, according to the custom of
cceeding to the Zemindary. The
at the period‘of the Poligar's

to the possession of
Southern countries, descended immediately to the person su
Collector supported the claim of the Ranee, on the ground that,
deposition, the Government in their public orders acknowledged the Ranee to be the sole heir
to his real and personal property and recommended that the Town Major of Fort Saint George,
under whose charge the property was, be instructed to deliver it over to persons appointed by

+he Ranee to receive the same. I cannot find any thing on the record to justify the statement of

the Collector that the Government in their public orders acknowledged the Ranee to be the

<ole heir to the personal property of her deceased brother. Vide letter to Government by special

Commissioner, 10th February 1803, paragraph 3rd “ to transfer the lands.” Reply of Govern-
ment 15th February 1803, * to transfer the lands of Ramnad.” Mr. Parish’s letter 12th March
1803, paragraph 1st % in full possession of the Ramnad Zemindary,” and these are the terms used
by Mr. Lushington in his report and instructions to Mr. Parish.

dated 10th March 1810, the Collector reported that the Ranee had appoint-

6. In aletter,
rty of her deceased brother.

ed Ramakistna Naick and Rackapen to receive the prope
23rd March 1810, the Town Major, in reference to these
early settlement of the Ranee's demand, trans-
already taken place regarding these

= In a communication, dated
and the letter from the Collector, requesting an
mitted to Mr. Parish copies of a correspondence which had

effects.
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I"z';cee(lings of the Madras Government, Financial Depariment,
for the month of December 1859.

8 Among this correspendence was copy of a letter from the Company"?; Sn\\(:\m:,‘dr:i:: ::\:
March 1809. “In this communication Mr. Orme tepon.ed that he was desired u:l state o
Advocate General did not see how creditors could claim to te{ke charge of the ecea‘se( 8 pro
perty. The son if any, if not, the widow or other .next. of heir of the: deceased arT n: dp‘\'ope;r
claimants of the property, and, if they are not inhabitants of Madras, it appears to the \ocg e
General that the creditor cannot even take the property by legal process, and the Advocate Ge

veral recommended the Town Major to keep the property locked up till taken by some legal
authority.

9. The widows were at the time alive, hut, T cannot find from my records that either they
or the dauchter of the 2nd after them laid any claim to the property in question.
(-}

i rtion
10. Nor have T any thing on the record to shew that the property constituted any po
of the public property of the Estate of Ramnad.

11.  After the death of Sevagami Nkﬂ\iar, Mr. Parker on st April 1851, reported on the
validity of the claims of several parties to her real property.

. . . e
12. These claimants, excepting certain Brahmins who claimed on other grounds than thm';of
of heirship, to the deceased, were 1, Saithookarasoo Nauchiar, 2, Pereasawmy Taver the son

Kaungiasawmy Taver, 3, Puttabiramasawmy Taver, the son of the deposed Zemindar by a con-
cubine and 4th, the Zemindar of Ramnad.

; with
13. A copy of Mr. Parker's letter is appended ; it deals so fully and so completely with
the rights of these several parties that I deem it unnecessary to add to his arguments.

. Saithoo-
14. The Ist claimant, he shews, was the daughter, by a former wife of ¥ ijiagopala Sa

s aliv ving been
pathy, the second husband of Sevagami Nauchiar, the first husband being alive and having
divorced by his wife.

X idered
15. Mr. Parker remarks that the legal right of Saithookarasoo .\'auclnilr ‘l‘; b{::l::d it
a step daughter of Sevagami Nauchiar, was very questionable under the "l?(aorivnl wife to in-
even were she able to establish this relationship, her right as the daughter ©
herit Ler step-mother's property was extremely doubtful.

4 adoption of
16. He then proceeds to shew the legal exception to be taken “" d‘mc;‘:;%cand th!e father
Kaungiasawmy Taver, that he was said to have been adopted after lfc “&: . Hindoo Law for the
of two children and therefore that he had exceeded the age P"c""'bﬂl' )-zth Sevagami Nauchiar
adoption of Sudras and that, if the marriage of Vijiagopaula Saithoopathy “'\v Ré pull and void.
was, as he oupgosed, illegal, any adoption made by them would necessari;

: ’ .
17. The third claimant being an illegitimate son had no right whatev

I f the widow of a
18. In regard to the claim of the Zemindar * who stands in the'rc‘“;:?‘:,f(:he father's sister
“ grandson by adoption” (he might have said by two successive adﬂ‘"o?_sl whether the descent
“ to the deceased Sevagami Nauchiar,” he remarks that it is very d_O\lbt " operty of &
ants of a father's sister can, according to the Hindoo Law, inherit the prope

2 died 8
-1 female having

female' independently of the circumstance, in the present case, of the said fe

childless widow, who can have no heir,

-
¢ the property
19. Had the Zemindar Mungalaiswary Nauchiar been able ’10"““"'(;:“ wncciV"b"_’ ":‘
by the deceased Poligar formed part of the Regalia of the F,su.tc, it is ‘.‘:,'zw”! ar
would have failed to do so, especially after the death of the widow Rajara)

- unde
the Sth June 1815, when Sevagami Nauchiar of about 18 years of age was
protection.

] ‘he ‘)I’i'.w .pe
20. Failing to do so, the jewels must, T conceive, be .‘""“"dhf’n ;ic“”‘ bi

property of the deceased deposed Poligar, of which at the time of bis

entitled to be placed in possession, and after her the daughter.

oty
i the first, cann
21.  The title of the Zemindar to this property most qucmonab\? a

ceive, at this distance of time be recognized «t all,

.

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department, g
Jor the month of December 1859.

e ]

2%.7 The sons of Kaungiasawmy Taver, the alleged adopted son of Sevagami Nauchiar, if
they could shew that the adoption of their father was real and legal, appear to me to have the

best title to the property ; but in absence of such proof, I cannot recommend its being delivered
over to them.
g II
No. 22. ORDER THEREON, 16th December 1859, No. 686. |

In the above letter the Collector of Madura replies to the reference made to him in the
Order of Government, dated the 8th of October last, No. 569

, paragraph 3, to ascertain whether

; ; : the deposed Rajé of Ramnad, Mttt Ramalinga
# Lists of jewels, §c., deposited in the Treasury Sattpati, had any representative to whom the
in 1811.

property* now in deposit in the General Trea-
sury might be given.

2. Upon a consideration of all the circumstances re

the claims formerly advanced to the property in question

pressed in the concluding paragraphs of his report,

property be sold by public auction and the proce

that may hereafter be established. The Sub Tre

presented by the Collector in regard to
» and adverting also to the opinion ex-
» the Governor in Council directs that the !
eds carried to account, subject to any claim

\ asurer will take the necessary steps for the dis-
posal of the jewels, &c., enumerated in the lists submitted with his letter, dated 24th Sptember
4 1859, No. 152.

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.

Exd, F, Cart]cdge.
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