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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Depariment,
JSrom 24th September to 4th October 1859.
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Read the following Papers :—
No. 13. From GOVINDEN and SEETARAMEN, Shroffs in the General Treasury; to
the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated 3rd September 1859.

We the undermentioned beg leave to bring for the information of the Right Honorable the
Governor in Council the following circumstances.

We are employed in the General Treasury several years since, as Shroffs, and conducted
our duties with fidelity and integrity to the entire satisfaction of our several employers. While
such is the case, a bag of 500 Star Pagodas and odd contained in a Box is not found in it, when
it was opened by the Head Shroff, who has not opened the Box, as he ought to do, in the pre-
sence of the Sub-Treasurer. The Head Shroff reporting this circumstance to us, directed us to
attend to his house in the evening where he shewed a Memorandum with a treatment that un-
less we make good the sum of 2,000 and odd Rupees equal to the lost amount, we shall be dis-
charged by the Sub-Treasurer. Accordingly we paid the sum both with a view of securing our
bread and our honesty during a long service in the Government. We beg to assure you that we
have paid the sum imposed on us with great difficult and reluctance.

Whether the Memorandum in question is written by the Sub-Treasurer or by the Head,
Shroff himself, we are not aware ; the Box in which the bag of Star Pagodas containing should
have been opened in the presence of the Sub-Treasurer, on the contrary it was not done so. This
the Sub-Treasurer himself will acknowledge.

Whether the sum was purloined by the Head Shroff himself, when he opened the Box or
the Sub-Treasurer directed him to open it in his absence, is a questionable subject ; under these
eircumstances, why cannot the sum be deducted from the money deposited by the Head Shroff
in the Treasury or the case be subjected to the formal investigation of the Chief Magistrate to
detect the theft.

Suppose another bag containing a larger sum  was found lost (when a Box was opened) or
taken by the Head Shroft himself as was done now, are Shroffs to pay the amount to make good
the same to the Government,

The Head Shroff Ramakistna Chetty is too young to hold so responsible duty, and if he re-
main any longer in the post, there will be a great loss to the Government.

We therefore request that the Right Honorable the Governor in Council will be pleased to
cast his merciful eyes on us and to take our deplorable case into his serious consideration and

"to direct the Sub-Treasurer to deduct the amount in question from the money deposited by the
Head Shroff, and to return to us the sum extorted from us unjustly.

No. 14. From W. WATERFIELD, Esq., Acting Sub-Treasurer; to T. PYCROFT, Esq.,
Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated 9th September 1859, No. 600.

With reference to the Proceedings of Government, No. 496 of the 5th Instau®, in the
Financial Department, I have the honor to report that the Gold Coins mentioned by Mr. Birch
in his 5th paragraph were under the Orders of Government made over to the Mint Master for
disposal on the 25th June last, by Mr. Balmain. :

2. 1 have personally examined the various Deposits in the course of framing my report to
Government, and can confidently state that the missing Pagodas are not among them.

No. 15. Orper THEREON, 26th September 1859, No. 549.

From the letters as per margin,* it seems that on the 4th June, that is before Mr. Birch
made over charge of the Treasury to Mr. Bal-

® From Mr. Balmain fo the Accountant Gene- main, the Box which should have contained the
ral, 11th July 1859. missing Pagodas was delivered to the Cash-
From Mr. Waterfield, 25th July 1859. keeper at his own request, and was removed by
From Mr. Birch, 15th August 1859. him to the weighing Room of which he keeps
the key, in order to be remitted to the Mint




Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Depariment,
Jrom 24th September to 4th October 1859.

with various uncurrent Coins, the lid of the box being then as all seem to agree quite loose. It
was not then examined but remained unde
From Mr. Balmain, 11th July 1859, No. 323. the Cash-keeper's keys in charge of one of the
Shroffs, Balagooroonathum. This box, states
Mr. Waterfield (the last made over to the Weighing man) was not, he says, opened until the 1Tth,
on which evening, and the morning of the 13th, (the 12th was a Sunday,) he examined it n
the presence of another Shrofft and a Clerk. On
t Vencata Sooboo. Mr. Balmain's letter, 11th the Monday the deficiency was reported to
July 1859. Mr. Balmain.

2. Belore deciding as to the party on whom the loss of the Pagodas should fall, the Go-
vernment desire to have before them the statement in writing of the Cash-keeper respecting the
transaction. Mr. Waterfield will obtain from him and submit to Government his explanation as
to what became of the box from the time of its being made over to him on the 4th June to that
on which (he deficiency was discovered, why he was not present when the box was examined,
and why he should not be held responsible for the loss that has occurred.

(Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.
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