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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Finar
om 3rd to 9th September 1859.
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Read the following papers —
No. 3. From S. D BIRCH, Esq, Bombay; to the Chief Secretary to Government
Fort Saint George, dated Bombay, 15th August 1859. ent,
-, kdo myself the honor of acknowledging the receipt of copy of Resolution of Government

1 1 ) 5T )’)

in the Financial Department, dated $0th July 1859, No. 425, forwarding certain papers on ti
3 N . . m > d g 1€
subject ¢ of the defalcation 11 the General Treasury for any observations I may have to make
> and calling upon me %2 explain why the 5313 Madras Pagodas referred to, were ‘nog

)

upon them,’
cent to the Mint, when that was directed to be done, by order of Government, dated 13th Febraary

1858, No. 91.

9, 1 regret extremely that a reference of this nature should have been rendered requisit
after a charge of 12 years’ duration, during the whole of which period the CJ‘-ovemmen.tl }‘:"e
custained no loss whatever, either by Forgery, or the want of due precaution, and in whiéh t"iye
the Treasury was twice made over t0 other officers—one occasion being no 1:““ g Septeu:tl:::-

1856, it is most mortifying that such an occurrence as that ceferred to, should be stipposed t
0

Jhave taken place.

3. Sofar as my oWn individual responsibility in {he matter goes, I can assert most positi 1
{hat if the coins are missing they could not possibly have been abstracted whilst in mP s wely;
whether during the time they werein the Grand Magazine, or, as is supposed, in )ihcusltoc ¥s
Current Cash Godown, no one could have had access to them, except, not only in m; Ak 9: , nner
but in that of two oF three otber persons. Some little imnportance appears to be atmchgaﬁencle’
fact that the items of which the Deposit were composed, were © ina Common'Treasure B .to e
slightly secured.” 1 domot believe myself that it was secured at all, nor under the circu O;\ o
[ have stated, could there be more necessity for securing these items, than there was for “}:tarf.ces
the 3 or 4 lac of Rupees which were generally placed, in the outer Godown, in ol rIS‘tCmmg
was not wmpped in cloth and sealed up, because it belonged ta an-inner dn:w i (e he lock
communication being sealed up by the Cash-keeper. ; the outer door of

4. The Bex was delivered to the Cash-keeperat his own request on the 4th J
the Shrofls to complete a remittance of Uncurrent Coin to the Mint, which had b\une. 2 ena_blp
in prcparat'\on, and if 1 remember rightly, the call for which had been repeated it =
5. 1 have assumed {hat every effort has been made to trace out theqe(-} ins .
success, 1 cannot however help indulging the hope that some mistake has hbcenomb’dam1 Wlthf)ut
it not at all improbable that they have become mixed up with other Uncurrent G:)nl‘:l é, .:ind thl_nk
were, about the time the Deposit was examined and reported upon, placed in a small (Inns e
which happened to be empty, in the Grand Magazine. I would beg to sugg : " all Iron Chest
be carefully examined and traced out. g to suggest that these should

G. T am called upon to explain why these 5311 Madras Pagodas were not -
wl.en that was directed. I beg respectfully to point out that the resolation of (Sien~t i et
not direct the transmission of these coins, but grants the authority for its bei Rupnsin dods
gold coin has however for some years been melted up at the Mint, it ‘w sld)ung ong a1
use to have sent them there at that time. : ould have been but little

%, 1 cannot conclude this letter without doing what I conceive to be b ‘
justice to tthShroﬁ's concerned in the matter, especially to Bﬂlﬂ‘*()Ol'c»énatll s 2; simple act of
and worked with them for many vears, and have always had OUC:sion i ]a“‘“:l have known
in their honesty and integrity. The Shroff named has been for a long t.nul; f;: “ :\‘i _greatest trust
Shroff, and has always been remarkable for the careful and colup\et: mfnn’le R llm T(:‘n.nttancc
has been done, and if the defalcation does exist, I feel bound to express ; : f} _l"_ which his work
be the vietim of others. xpress wy opinion that he must

‘ e S Y

&
e o From G. L. PRENDERGAST, Lsq., Accountant General; to the Chief Secretary t
' ] Secretary to

Government, Fort Saint Geor ated Pater’s Gari :
) jeorge, dated Pater’s Gardens, 13th August 1859, No. 160

1. With reference to the c.oncluding part of my letter, dated the 25th ultimo, No. 130, T
have the honor to report, for'the information of Government that the Acting Sub .'l' ’e‘ s 1
g Sub Treasurer, and
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dressed by me on the subject of the Gold
missing in the General Treasury, The former officer was requested to st
the Shroffs from whom the recovery of the value of the Pagod
had for believing that they were base coins : whether there were any other authentie Memorar-
dum or information forthcoming to shew that these were base or rejected coins, hesides the
statement of the Shroffs concerned, and why the Uncurrent Coins alluded to in the above order
of Government were not, until lately, forwarded to the Mint Master for re-coinage, the instrue-
Lions from this office to do so having been issueqd so far back as the 234 February 1858,

sted to state whether there were any instances

of Uncurrent
genuine or withoyt any note of their being “ hase” oy e rejected,” proy-
ing on 8822y to be base. From the reports received from both these officers I have gathered the
following,

the Mint Master were severally ad Pagodas which were
ate on what grounds,
as in question has been effected,

3. The Acting Sub Treasurer states thay

“ Pagodas were neither current nor Uncurrent gold, but coins of mixed metal, because in the
“ same box in whic} the missing Pagodas were said to be kept
“ Madras Pagodas,” that this plea hag been disa

t the Shroffs merely suppose * that the missing

» there was a bag of « rejected”
Howed for reasons stated in his report re

cently
that the Shroffs having no oth

er alternative, have submitted to

on the opinion

the 9th ultimo, No. 296, copy of which was forward-

th my niemorandum, dated the 20th of the Same month, No, 115.

4. Asregards the last question the Sub Treasurer states
tained why the coins Were not sent to the Mint immediately afte
of this office, or eyen when a remittance of Uncurrent coins w
November 1858, It would appear that the Jetter from this office Was with the late Cash keeper,

— whoeo duty it was ¢4 h i

t that the Preseut Cash kecpug suceeeded
on the 21st February last, and that on the next occasion that Uncurrent coins were sent to the
Mint the coins in the box of deposits were also despatched. The Sub Treasurer farther stateg
that the instructions of this office, above alluded to, wer

€xpressed in my letter ¢, his address, dated
ed to Government y;

1at it cannot he precisely ascer-
r the receipt of the instructions

having on assay proved to be bage.

6. Under the above circumstances, and for the reasons stated in My,
11th ultimo, No. 323, copy of which wag furnished ¢
to me that the recovery has heey effecte

Balmain's Jefte; of the
0 Government on the 20th idem, ¢ appears
d from the Proper parties and at the correct rate,
7. Ienclose ap original® petition from the Shroffs, dated the 23rd ul-
® To be returned, timo, Praying that the recovery may be made at a lesser rate thap 3} Rupees
the Pagoda, with My, Waterfield's remarks thereon,

8. As directed in the 2nd Paragraph of the order of Government dateq 23rd Ultimo, No.
405, 1 have issued a Circular letter to al] Officers having charge of Treasuries o state, as early
as possible, whether there are any, and what, Sums, or any Property or uncurrent coins, in deposit
in their Treasuries which have not been brought to account ; shewing their respective amounts,
the date of the original deposit, ang the

object of it, and so soon as replies are received, the
necessary report will be made to Government.

From the Shroffs of the General Treasury; to W, Balmain, Esq,, Acting Sub Treasurer.

&e. &e, &e, dated 13th July 1859,
r orders written upon the ]
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i . vhat
ay in the recollection of any one of our Shroffs that :romku{:i
It is not, we are sorry tcl) Seycoins were received, but we are led to suppose'that they v oimi
1 placle tle:)een Current nor Uncurrent gold, but coins of a H{lxeijna:urivshich
* 15th June 1859. ?Ot 1?1:’18 14 pieces loaded with lead and sent* to the Mint Master
ar to the tated to be.
p box wherein also the bag of Madras Pagodas -was 1 ins should be reckoned at the
were in the bo al has stated that the value of these coins shou e Sty
The Accou.ntant G?e:. das may at any time have been re.ported by the Assay TVSI t;er e
same rate at which su(.:h ?]20 not appear to bave ever been forwarded to the Assay Mas
. Ty h 1 tion
coins of this descrip

s o ga aSCEﬂa“zj'at a loss to fix any rate of per centage upon the coins and

LiSst thpce circuu'lstar}cf; W[fe pleased to submit this to the Accountant General supported
i+ e wml:m:he};eon, and thus put us in possession of. his final orders whereby a
with your favo;ablehri::"t:ay be fixed, tending to our advantage without any loss to Govérn-
reduced rate of excha

ment. e B

iti i list as “* Rejected” and
A i Petitioners refer are noted in th-e .
The 14 Pagodas to k“i':“:hnl:zs to the missing coins, 108 ?ther coins of the same list egter-
“ Base.” No such “_’.m : 2 ¢ ar; pilescription are stated by the Mint I.VIas.ter to bc.a of stande]z]rd | llle-
ed in the same way wit h"‘:'e forz I think, be held to apply to the coins in quesfu_m, and the l:a ;‘e
. [:lmm"t.hzut delt’zy at the usual rate of Rupees 31. The petition of the Shroffs
; 00! Wi 4
must be made lg) orted to the Accountant General, ; i
shall however be rep (Signed) W. WATERFI i
Aeting Sub Treasurer.

—

22nd July 1850. 25
- - OrDER THEREON, Sth September 1859, No, 496,
No. 5. f Mr. Birch’s letter be forwarded to the Acting Sub Treasurer, and
I 44 thatdat cors)Ze:tain and report whether the missing Uncurrent gold coins have bees
uested to a g
e be' ri(llxe manner suggested in paragraph 5,
put away in (Signed) T, PYCROFT,
Chicf Secretary.

Yy

In obedience to you etter of the Accountant General having re-
ference to the Madras p missing from the General Treasury, we the

undersigned Shroffy of t ery respect and submission to bring to your
kind notice that we hay

agodas said to haye been
he establishment, beg with ev

¢ agreed to make good the Jogs,

Exd. A. P. W, Begbie.
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