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Fort St George, Judicial Consultation, 28th March 1859.

Read the following letter from Colonel J. C. BOULDERSON, Commissioner of

Police ; to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George

dated 15th March 1859, No. 35. o
Sir,

1. 1 have the honor to give cover toa petition from 2 prisoners named George Benson, and
Thomas Britton, formerly seamen of the ship ¢ Golconda,” now i confinement in the Peniten-
gation of the unexpired period of their confinement from the Right
Honorable the Governor in Council. The prisoners are simple minded lads of 16 and 17 years
of age, and it seems very probable that they may have been taken advantage of by the principal
Provenzano who deluded them with false hopes and bright prospects to desert from
of the Ship’s Boats and for the Larceny of which they were convicted at the

No. 39.

tiary, praying for a miti

prisoner
their Ship in one
Sessions of October 1858.

The facts of the case may be briefly summed up as follows.—

Tuesday 5th October 1858, one Michael Provenzano and the two petitioners were
ns upon two Indictments.

d piratically stealing from the Ship ** Golconda,” the property noted

o
~

3. On
brought up at the Sessio
1st. [Feloniously an
below.
1 Writing Desk, 2 Sovereigns, 1 case o
valued 101 Rupees, the property of a shipmate named William Goode.
9nd. Feloniously stealing, 1 Boat, 2 Qars, 1 Mizen royal, 2 Studding sail yards, 3
Water Kegs, 3 Barrels Biscuits, valued Rupees 170, the property of the Ship.

4. The petitioners had *made statements before the Magistrate, which were read out in
Court, and it appeared that some nights before the theft of the Boat, Provenzano asked the
boys to leave, but they replied, ““why should we,” and the former then held out prospects to
them of getting 25 £ from a friend in Scringupatam, and for provisions, and in case they did
not like the place, of cheir being easily able to reach Calcutta, where each of the boys conld

In case they did not like Calcutta, he urged that

get 5 £ wages, and he 7 £ wages a week.
btain a mint of money ; that this prospect induced

they could as easily go to the Colonies and o
the boys to join in the andertaking, and that they went off at 12 p. M. on the night of the 20th

September 1858, and only next morning discovered all that Provenzano, had put in the boat.

5. First prisoner Provenzano was convicted on both Indictments, the two lads were ac-

quitted of the first, and convicted on the second.
6 The lst prisoner Provenzano, was sentence
while the twb petitioners were sentenced toone year of the same,

now elapsed.
= The behaviour of the petitioners during the period they have been in jail, has been very

7.
good, and if I may be permitted to express an opinion, I would say, that I thiuk a mitigation of
the sentence in the case of these two lads, by causing a separation from Provenzano, would prove ®
of much advantage to them. They seem fully to understand the awkward position they have
into by their folly.

f Scales and Weights, 3 Photographic pictures i

d to 2 years' imprisonment with hard labor,
four months of which has

-

got themselves

To the Right Honprable GEORGE FRANCIS ROBERT Lorp HARRIS, Governor in

Council, Madras.
The bhumble petition of George Benson, and

Thomas Britton, prisoners in Her Majesty's
Penitentiary, Madras.

MosTt RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH ;—
That your Lordship’s Petitioners were ¢
tober 1858, of Larceny, viz., desertion in_ a ship's boat,

ingly received sentence of 12 months’ imprisonment in t
Bat, confiding in the benevolence of your Lordship's disposition, they feel emboldened to give ut-

terance to a hope that this their petition will not remain utterly disregarded. They seek not
to deny the culpability of their offence, but are deeply sensible of its immoral tendency, and are

onvicted, at the Oyer and Terminer Sessions of Oc- |
from the ship ** Golconda,” they accord-
he House of correction with hard labor.
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Fort St. G
they humbly trust, sincere penitents

circumstances of an extenuating nature, atten,|,

* to think, that after mature considey
Istly, Your Lordship’s Pe;
seventeen and sixteen at the perio

for having committed i But, as there eXist one op two
they humbly g
indisposed to enter
rcspectively

ut on theiyp conviction,
Lordship may not he
tioners are mere boys, and Were,
d of theiy Commitment,

el inclined
ation, your

tain them.
of the ages of
Xperience were liable to 1a
solely owing to the Promptings

trate an act, they haye plore,

they view their Present s; iti
tence of incarceration, and have,
most earnestly, to make a ferye
who have experienced, yet Justly, a great and
they would fain EXpress in terms of inte
your Lordship be pleased to re
to cherish a high and gratefu] s
And your Lordship's pet;;

consequently,

vies
Nt appeal of 1,

erey, to your Lordsbip
terrible calamity, 7y,

nse entreaty. They hump
mit the femainder of their term

entiment¢ of your Lordship's cle
loners, ag i daty boung

€ Prayer of the
ly and egr
; and they wij] ne
Mency,

ir Petition
nestly beg that
Ver, never cease

Shall ever pray,

(Signed) GEORGE BENSON.
( » ) THOMas BRITTON,

HonorapLE Sir,

We do ourselves the hono your Lordship,
may wish to offer, the accompa

from two lads Greorge Benson and Thomas Brittop
for mitigacion of their sentence,

for any observations  that you.
h the Commissioner of Police,
ned in the Penitentiary, praying

(Signed) HARRIS.

( 5 ) P. GRANT,

( » ) W.ELLIOT,

e W. A, MOREHE 4D,

-

Exd. T, Cartledge.
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