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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Financial Department,.
from 9th to 15th July 1859
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Neo. 7. To THE SECRETARY TO THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, Home Departmeut, dated 9th
July 1859 No. 381.

I am directed by the Honorable the Governor in Council to state that this Government
recently received a Petition signed Pursoorama Moodelly.

9, Thi* Pet'tion contained various charges against the establishment of the Accountant
General of this Presidency, which it is unnecessary to notice, but in its 28th paragraph, a copy
of whish acuympanies, it distidetly'accused the Accountant General, Mr. G. L. Prendergast, of
having availed Wimself of information derived from his Official position, and purchased Bonds
of the Taujore Jebt to a large amount, and at a heavy discount, with the knowledge that they
had been ordered & wthe Honorable Court to be paid off.

5. The letter from the Government of India 22nd October 1858, No. 5878, giving cover to
a copy of a Despatch from the  Honcrable the Court of Directors, No. 65 of 1858, dated 11th
August 1858, regarding the repayment of the Bonds issued to the creditors of the Rajah of Tan-
jore, was received at Madras on the 9th November last, and was on the following day communi-
cated, in the Secret Department, to the Accountant General, who was requested to prepare and
submit a notificatién, as required by the Supreme Government, for the discharge of the Bonds.
The notification was furnished by the Accountant General on the 11th November and transmitted
to Caleutta with Mr. Acting Secretary Bayley's letter of the 16th idem. The approval of the Go-
véenment of India, to the draft notification, conveyed in their letter of the 18th December last,
was received at Madras about the 28th idem, and the notification was first published in the Fort
S .int George Gazette of the 31st of that month.

4. The charge against Mr. Prendergastin Pursoorama Moodely's Petition is, in sub-
stance, that he made use of the information con-
Norg,—The dates are incorrectly given tained in the letter of the Secretary to the Govern-
ment of India, 22nd October, communicated to

him by this Government, and made large purchases of Tanjore paper in consequence.

5. There was reason to believe that the name Pursoorama Moodelly was an assumed name.
No party answering to that name could be found to own himself the author of the Petition
which therefore might be regarded as anonymous, at the same time this Government were aware
that reports respecting Mr. Prendergast, to the effect stated in the Petition, had been current in
Madras Society. This Government therefore thought it but due to Mr. Prendergast to forward
the Petition to him for any explanation which he might wish to offer on that point which related
to himself. It was sent to him on the 4th Instant.

6. This morning (the 9th Instant) Mr. Prendergast submitted to Government an applica-
tion for leave of absence for a fortnight to proceed to Caleutta on urgent private affairs. He was
informed in reply that Government could pass no order upon his application until he had
given a distinct answer to the question which had been asked of him about the purchase of
the Tanjore Bonds: Mr. Prendergast thereon forwarded a letter, a copy of which is submitted.

*  With reference to this letter I am desired to state, that prior to his furnishing the ex-
planation which it conveys, Mr. Prendergast had made voluntary admissions to the Honor-
» able the President, and to the Honorable Mr. Elliot which implied that the
22nd October. only information which he had before him, when he purchased the Tanjoie
Bonds was that derived from the Official communication on the subject, from

the Supreme Government.

8. Under these circumstances, I am instructed to submit that, in the opinion of this Ge-
vernment, the matter cannot rest in its present state, and I have to request the sanction of the Go-
vernor General in Council, for the institution of an investigation under Act XXXVII 1850, Section
23, Mr. Prendergast, although a Madras Civil Servant, holding an Office from which he is remov-
able only by the Supreme Government.
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P (Signed) T. PYCROFT,
Chief Secretary.
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