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from JAMES OUCHTERLOYY, Esq,; to the Secretary

No. 9. Read the following letter
dated Ootacamund, 5th March 1859.

to Government, in the Department of Police,

SIR,
With reference to the letter I had the honor to address to you on the 4th Ultimo, I beg
favour of your submitting to the Right Honorable the Governor in
y of a letter this day addressed by me to the Acting Magistrate of Ma._
he facts it pourtrays will satisty his Lordship in Council that it is
tter defectiveness of the existing Police in Wynaad.
The parties who are uuéurally

leave now to request the
Council, the annexed cop
labar. I humbly hope that t
not without reason that I complain of the u

2, 1 am largely robbed by my own servants, palpably so.
mediately suspected are arrested, preparatory to a full investigation by the Police.
ed by the Magistrate ; and the Police authorities conduct it at a place
ff, by sending for the arrested parties, and examining them, and them
of or any notice to the prosecutor, and the suspect-
nheard of proceedings 1 cannot but feel that I have

the most im
This investigation is order
between 60 and 70 miles o
This is done without the knowledge

alone !
! With such u

ed parties are then discharged
no security for property.

3. As some remedy for the existing state of things, I respectfully suggest that there should

Goodaloor as a healthy site can be found for it, a Police Thannah of res-
European Constable of intelligence and steadiness. Without
doubt if it would inspire, or, looking at the ge-

be stationed as near
e size, under the charge of a
nd over the Police force, I
‘Police of Wynaad, deserve to inspire any confidence.

pectabl
such a restraining ha
neral character of the

(COPY.)
From JAMES OUCHTERLONY, Esq., Ootacamund ; to P. GRASNT, Esq., Acting Magis-
trate of Malabar, dated 5th March 1859.

SIR,

Ultimo, your letter of the 8th Idem. It informed
Head of Police at Manantoddy and to the Peishcar
I concluded that, as a matter

but I wait-

1 had the honor to receive, on the 13th
me that you had issued instructions to the
of Wynaad in reference to the robbery of Coffee from my Stores.
of course, these functionaries would come to institute enquiries on the spot;
ed in vain for their appearance. I was told that the parties, taken into custody in the first
instance, had been sent for to Manantoddy—the object of which I could not understand and,
just before I left the Estate two days ago, these men, together with others arrested on another
charge, appeared at the place (some were said to be behind at Goodaloor,) and stated that they
had all been discharged at Manantoddy and were told to return to the Estates for their wages.

" T have had some difficulty in crediting such a story, even with such apparent corroboration as
the men appearing before me. The idea of a Police enquiry, at a place between 60 and 70
wiles off, into the circumstances of an extensive robbery—a robbery too involving a grave
breach of trust !—tbat must have been committed with the knowledge and connivance of many
persons on the spot, and this enquiry conducted in the absence of the prosecutor and without
his knowledge, without too any evidence of any kind being sought or obtained, and then, the
immediately suspected parties being dismissed on their own explanations, seems really too mon-

strous for belief.
fortify my request to Government for

tationed in my part of Wynaad and as in furtherance of

of this letter to his Lordship in Council, I must be al-
y recent applications to the Police ot Wy-

But, as I must take advantage of this occasion to

e efficient Police authority being s
rward a copy
the facts connected with m
e case intelligible.

som
this purpose 1 design to fo
Jowed,here to recapitulate
naud, in order that I may make th

At the latter part of last year, owing to a lax supervision, a bad state of things had grown
gst the labourers on one of my Estates. In December I took charge of it myself, and
Indian Assistant, Mr. Furburgh, upon it. There was much indolence among

up amon
and a kind of passive resistance to doing a decent day’s work for a full day’s pay.

placed an East
the labourers,
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r I had oceasion to
completely away from the Estate, and  thep g

the Maistry Copany, recently taken inte custo
(warning him at the same time that they were

€0 in -to Ootaca
certain gang, (in imm
dy,) went up to Mr.

wund.. 1 wag watched till
ediate charge of whom was
Furburgh, anq threatened,
at if he attempted to make
would do for him, He was
t they should throw a fire~
& very isolated place. On

11 accustomed to, they
much alarmed, not at the consequence of a personal assault, but Jeg

stick into the thateh of the cottage; where he and his wife lived in
my return he saw less reason to apprehend this ; but, finding the firg¢ act attended with impu-
nity, these men (a!l employed close to and at the store) grey insolent op many oceasions to Mr.
Furburgh, the Maistry, Copany, even interfering il the orders he gave to other labourers,
and in many ways seeking to excite disaffection towards him, [
for, finding there were some very bad characters g gst. “one or more had beer iy Ol
cut Jail, others dismissed from other Estates f i

z 2 —and as there was a very
large quantity of Coffee. then in a wooden and thatched store, which might easily have been

burned down, I did 1,0t consider it rafe to tike any immediate Proceedings, When however
the bulk of the Coffee bad been sent away, I called in the Police Peop from Goodaloor, save
the Maistry into his charge, and told him what had oceurred. Some time after an old man ;agl?ed
the Adighary of I\’umbulacode, came to the Estate, He seemed ha’lf‘imbecile . He too"k'hoW‘-
ever a deposition from M. Furburgh, (thag is, he m th-him do tl;is:.for B eonid
not write, and neither could he read it when j upon. it, hims;lf arrested-all
the people who had threatened Mr. Furburgh thenceforwarq heard- nothing

more, save casually that all these People had been sent. to Manantodd)., and now that al] e
been dismissed, without, as T muyst contend

under the circumstances, the |
the case.

I forget the exact date when it was discovered that al
Coffee in store, in value severa| thousand Rupees. | Placed the two watch
specially over the store in custody of the Goodaloor Peon 2
Copany, under suspicion, as he was at the bead of th
Peon at the same time to report the
Battery. This however he did not do,
it was not his duty, A prejudicial delay thus geeypee
officer on the subject. Neither to this,
‘Wynaad, have 1 had an ¥ reply whatever, [ |
tions adverted to in your letter of the 8th Ultimo,

letts 0, I should speedily have'all my employés sub-
jeeted to that rigid investigation on the spot, which ¢

; ould alone elicit whe had really been con-
cerned in the robbery and how it had been CarRed Ny DRt the parties, who, there

seems little reason to doubt, must have been the principals jn it, seemed to make others disposed
to make revelations, and it was ascertained that divers parties, and amongst them Copany, kept
cattle and donkeys about the lines, which used to make constant journeys away from the Estate,
ostensibly to bring articles to trade in with the coalies,

directly he heard that the Tahsildar was coming ; and previous to the discovery of the'robbery, a
large number had given notice to leave for their Village (when they are usu
day paid up, and allowed to go.) But their desi

It seemed very certain
light many iniquitous proceedings ;- both the features of this robbery

frustrated by the proceedings of the Police of
reasonably) suspected parties have been sent for, and - alone. seng for to ‘that
er I conclude some questioning or other, have been -dismissed»fromv-custody
scene of their too probable iniquity in a sort of triumph, to teach my other
ple of their presence, that robbery can be perpetrated  with . Impunity and
nuce to threaten to extinguish an Overseer ;

f he-does his duty, ‘orat all events
r offence is considered worthy of the most ordinary character of Police

Manantoddy! The (
remote spot, and, aft
and sent back to the
Coolies, by the.exam
that it is a venial offe
to shew that neithe
investigation,
Meanwhile to save the ne
o pay up and send off the people, who mu
was' going on and would have thrown I

w lahourers, I am obliged to get, from contamination, I am bblgg’éd-
st have had a more or less guilty knbwledge of what
ght upon this and belped to detect the real offenders -

e oS st
ratt o e e, gt
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e e s done, whenever a crime is committed .with

more than a private; injury S through 5

i present case,
Il as my own must suffer in the }
sts as we )
o Police.

and thus, as a publicb,r '

i ity, so the public in ;

lml:‘filxzr:;lor(lina.ry Jaxness of the Manantod ycopy .

: g .

: i (Signed) J. OUCHTERLONY.
(=]

h 1859.
ORDER THEREON, No. 354; dated 16th Miar:ccontinuaticm i
No. 10. icated to the Magistrate of Malabar,
; to be communica v Ultimo.
" St tion No. 262, dated 26th February : PYCROET,
Minutes of Consulta (Signed) T.

Chief Secretary.

Bxd, F. Cartledgo.
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