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Fort St. George, Judicial Consultation, 15% Marckisg

P P

No. 80. Read the following ‘letter from V. H. LEVINGE, Esq., Acting Magistrate of
Tinnevelly ; to T PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George,

dated 18th February 1859, No. 69.

.

Sir,

Para. 1. As directed in para. 36 Extract Minutes of Consultation, dated 28th January
1859, T have the honor to report, that the pagoda servants are very numerous, and that I was-
not able to bring a charge of rioting, or stone-throwing against any one of them. The pagoda
Las several entrancess and a great number of: people gotinto it ; had the servants even the wish
e do so, they could not have turned out the intruders. On being severally questioned, the ser~
i S sither declared they were absent that.day, or coul t name any of the mob.
The Durmakurta who should be ztnswerablf:, fmd who is a x:espectable an, and who, I am sure
did not, and would not, countenance the rioting, has very little a.uthority over the servants ; he
was not at the pagoda that day, and could not lnms.e]t give any tes‘tlmony regarding their conduct.
I found during mY enquiry that when any accusation was made, it was to be supported by very
Joubtful testimony; and that the party accused was either at enmlt'y with the accuser, or was-
" moneyed man, gceused, apparently, for the purpose of drawmlg on h‘im. I therefore
dropped the enquiry as far as .the pagoda servants were conf:'emed, being certain that the lesson
they had received was suﬂ‘ic.:lent. Several of the house-holders who have been held to security
are pagoda servants. The signal man who waved the f‘.loth was also a pogada servant; this
i anfortunately was acquitted, and only held to security, on accoul'lt .of the contradictions in
the evidence given against him .by the Peons. Wbe?ther these c.ontradlcnons? arose, as the Peons
declare they did, from the excn.'.ement and. confusion at the time, and owing to lh?ir different
e Beervations, OF from their having be:en paid to prevar{cate and contradict, whlch. is gengrally
pelieved to have been the case, it is difficult tf’ say ; seeing I had to re]y‘ almo.st entirely c?n such
evidence, I gave up all thoughts of pl‘OSCCI..lt‘.ng the rioters for fear o.f '1ts being turned into an
opportunity for extortion or Tevenge: Besides, as all attempt at opposition had ceased, I thought

it best to let the affair die out:

9. The Bazar-men 252 all Hindoos of different castes, and Musselmen, and though I exa-

ome 130 of ‘them,; not one of them deposed that the shops were shut by order of any
nce of threats; all stated that they closed their shops for their own secu-

- aroied. ZHP i pastiy KRG })ut the closing commenced by order, and threats,

dele; .1 sapot 854S evidence against the parties who closed the shops,

b in their opposition, which would be admitted in the Court.

mined S
persons,
tity, seeing
and pulling down pan

and instigated the mo
ormahl Pillay, and a few others, were outwardly the parties who L

. Saravana ; . _
5.’ ent part (I:n the 22nd, but the only evidence against them would be, that they
D hazurnamah from the passers by that there was no custom for

: acoda gate taking a Ma
;atdx.n t}:; g;gtzkzng by the P:'g°da’ and that they must be taken to the Arasan Oday, near the
odies

old hanging ground and no where else.
4, The Village Moonsiff was not present in the Town on the 820d and there is no-evidenee
., Th g

-t him, but his having closed the shops on the first occasion is sworn to. I have
whatev?r ag.aml ;ecuri ty to keep the peace, and dismissed him. Tinnevelly isnot considered
made him give heavy though a more compact Town is not any where to be found. For
a whole Town + was divided into 5 blocks, in an arbitrary way, without any reference to
revenue P‘f."l’.oses :t e the suspended Head of Police was to appoint to each
Pohct‘! or Civil "“fﬂ,ef .r i ning an influence over ‘the people. He had already
Division a Moonsitl, ocarchin" for 3 other suitable persons so that there would have been 5 Vil
‘Ppoinwd RommIT o harrass the people with false petty suits, if they did not submit

s in the Town to _ :
lag: hlfoo"::gerlsn 1I have dismissed both the new Village Moonsiffs, and restored the old system
and obey .

£ a Police Ameen, and Cutwall with Peons and Cavulgars under them.
ofa r'o :

= The Town was never more orderly than it is now. It may be, partly, owing to the
‘e of Saravanﬂ})efmahl Pillay, and others, who were always troublesome characters; and
the circumstance that of the men killed, 8 were men of the worst character in the Town.
to say that the only woman wounded has recovered, also a young lad.
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Fort St.-George, Judicial Consultation. 15th March 1339,

6. Since the occurrence of the 220d ano

bier was brought from Palamcottah by the hi

sary, and the dead body taken for interment,
7. The declaration of Government

published over the District, has had an ex

in a chronie state of fend and disturbanee,

quieted, and the question of the right to
ted to.

8. With respect to the co
night of the 21st, he went to }

ther Christian died in the Dispensary. The tjmpty
gh road by the pagoda, in open day, to the Dispen-
the same way, and no interference whatever occurzeds
contained in the latter part of para. 35, which I have
cellent effect. Towns and Villages which were always

owing to the pretensions of certain castes, have m
use the high streets and roads, disposed of, and submit-

ndpet of the Head of Police, afier his interview with me on the

is house in Tinnevelly, and says, he did not tell any one what my
order was. In the morning he went to the Cutche yand then the order became known. A
crowd collected about the Cutcherry. OF those who were prominent in it, he names 2; one of
them is one of the 10 rioters, and has been convict:d

9. + The Head of Police read a Proclamation that if any pervons formed crowds, they would

many went away, and came again after thc
these .prominent parties for fear of - dis-
stoned, and his Duffadar and a Poon wounded, he -nhﬂl:
ught one of the prominent men, and 6 others. The mob s :
themselves up, and went into confinement, "ld‘::
. truth being, that the Head of Police was determined not l.O =
-any. influence or authority to disperse the mob, or to persuade them of the folly and mk.d
resistance. He and al) thought that, seeing the opposition and erowd, [ would give way, -
4hat T would not dare to risk s breach of the peace. After receiving my order, the Ho-;*w
| - » i i was a prefence,
suficient to cover him Officially,  but not intended Mmm:. o:::dh.:uw carried out; for th ull
t . 2 Mbﬂllﬂtum;'w‘hwwmw
it bmuurmﬁﬂcbyﬁofmuhdw

N
No..31. ORoE tuxaron, No. 920; dated 19tk March 1850,
_InExtract Minutes Consultation No, |

22 dated 280k Jumuary lan, the Gorersment 3117
g £ late serious riot in the town of Tinnevelly, “, of
{hePlgodnunnundehdnof&e » 88 well as into the conduct of the Village Moo*

.

» Pending full enquiry into Ais conduct.
> . Levinge now Teports b il table person:
and quite incapable of taki - u'.'“’"w"dﬂ of the Pagoda is a bighly respec '3

: "8 Part.with a mob of rioters agai - —— ‘
reason to behfm. that many of the Pagoda servany, m.?:l:“:“.v“m et
actual authority, were *erY active on the oceasion
Oy i |
ce, ity ing that
0 e b o, o g e e o e
3. It remaing 10 notice the

the
* or to persuade “3410 uae any inflaence or sutharity W0 disper™®
“‘"‘"i'-'e.oum:::r-?n’ ﬂﬂdm- He will consequently be
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