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From G. L. PRENDERGAST, Esq., Accountant General ; to the Chief Secretary

No. 20.
to Government, dated 23rd March 1858, No. 388.
Sir,

1. The Extract Minutes of Consultation of the 6th May last, in the Financial Department,
No. 264, communicated to me the adverse decision of the Honorable Court, in reference to my
application of the 8th August 1856, No. 132. That application Government did me the favor
stating their opinion that my salary should be fixed at Rupees 43,500 per annum, be-

to support,
of the Government Agency business had the effect of reducing the amount of

cause the cessation

the allowances in the shape of fees, which I would otherwise have received to the extent of

Rupees 7,500 per annum.

9. The Honorable Court having unnoticed the other peculiarities of my case, replied that
Office of Government Azent having been abolished, and consequently neither duty nor responsibility
on that account attaching to me, and, as at the time I accepted the appointment, I was well aware
that the Government Agency was about to cease, they cannot admit that I am entitled to draw a

larger salary than Rupees 36,000 per annum.
3. 1 trust I shall be pardoned for again intruding myself upon the notice of Government,
and the Honorable Court, for the additional reasons and grounds herein submitted, which were

not given in my application of the 8th August 1856. I do not rest my claim to a salary of up-
wards of 3,000 Rupees a month upon the mere

cireumstances, as the Honorable Court suppos-
ed, of the Government Agency having diminish-
ed the salary of my Office. But I found my
claim on the grounds hereafter adduced, and
upon the fact that when I accepted the Deputy
Accountant Generalship in February 1840, I
entered the Office under a contract so to speak.
a5 not to leave if for any other onany account, 1 was bound down by the then Governor, Lord
a condition required both by the nature of the Elphinstone,* never to leave this Office for any
Office and the Orders of the Honorable Court other on any account, a condition required both
of Directors, and that if you wish to continue by the nature of the Office and the Honorable
gour application : His Lordship can only at- Court’s Orders. On that understanding I held
the appointment. It was not my lot to be plac-
ed here as others obtain their situations in the
service, free to leave it for advancement in any other when it suited me to do so. An implied
pledge was given me that I should rise, if by good conduct I deserved it, to the superior position,
to which the salary annexed was Rupees 4,125 per mensem, or Rupees 49,500 per annum.
When that salary was ordered in 1848 to be reduced on the then incumbent vacating it, to
Rupees 3,625 including fees, I grieved over my diminished prospects, but when, by the abolition
of the Government Agency, it dwindled to Rupees 3,000, I felt how inequitably had been altered
the circumstances of my position. I was buoyed up, however, by the hope that on a fair represen-
of all the circumstances of the peculiarity of my case to the Honorable Court, I should not

% T enter here in the margin for ready reference
the letter of His Lordship's Private Secretary,
Mr. Walter Elliot.  With reference to your
applications for the Depuly Accountant Ge-
neralship, Lord Elphinstone desires me to say
that the Gentleman who may be appointed to
that situation must understand fully that he

tend to it on such an understanding.”

tation
be denied that justice to which I was entitled.

4. On my part I have kept my pledge through 17 long years of continuous labor, uninter-
rupted even by a months’ absence either on account of pleasure or of sickness, trusting to be re-
warded at last. Can equity pronounce that the contract was not mutual, that it was binding on
my part to remain, yet that it was not binding on Government to give me the emoluments for

which I undertook to remain ?

I have been thus debarred from seeking promotion in other branches of the service, the

9.
I mean the Secretariat, the Revenue,

prizes in which were the same as in this branch in 1840.
the Judicial. In each of those branches my Juniors now enjoy those prizes. Even lately my
pledge has operated to prevent my applying for the vacant seatas member for Madras in the

Legislative Council at Calcutta. That honor, with its emecluments of 48,000 Rupees per annum,

has devolved on one who is much my Junior.
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Collectors and by the Civil Auditor, will devolve upon me.

R THLREON, No. 241 ; dated 9th April 186358
A RN f the H able Court
. . ' e . 1 ) i =3 ! o .
; This letter will be transmitted for the favorable consideration of the Honor
R 2] o 7. % B £
i (Signed) H. FOIBES,

Acting Secreiary te Government,

Exd. J. A, Wiison.
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