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Fort Saint (reorge, Financial Consultation, 19th January 1838.

From the AccouNTANT (GENERAL; 1O the CHIEF SECRETARY to GOVERN)

29th December 1857, No. 280.

SIR,
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the solution of G nment
Instant, No. 778 in the Financial Department, rele
24th Ultimo. for my 5, the reply® of the Chamber of Commen

the letter « " Governmenl to it, !';!H."ll‘.’ upon it to state the

4+ Dated Sth | mber, 1857. .\‘;wr'ii'\c instances upon
tation e n‘.t‘..1"~ ] the Accountant

Office in granting “Certificates” had deterred the public from subscribing to the open

Loan.

2. The Chamber have altogether quitted the ground it originally took up.
was not simply that there was ¢ delay in granting the Certificates,” but h
y in the open Loan.” It was

« delay as to deter parties from investing their mone
a very serious one, that I addressed myse f; ahd Government

N TS
which in my estimation was

have ohserved

* The wovds of the of the that theChamber

« contributions to have reason to have adduced no

i in the Accountant General's Office which in single® instance

& >
bel

/:t’;"(’. I

“  many instance rom subscribing.” in proof of Zhe
charce. I thought

They take 1 isolated a 1 ind then it was i:‘.xi)‘!nih\.u

use it as a foundation for in lucing @ new element into the ;

complaint of delay in granti Interest orders which t/"l’vf!".r@

not advanced at all before. If the whole passage be read it will

founded has been the original representation of the Chamber, (notas challe

prove an 1

how very un
and how liti >.r17'mm/ they have to engraft upon it a challenge of enquiry ing enquiry into
into the interest business of the Office. I kad better give the passage, it is this : other matters) |
« T trust Government will be thus ¢ vinced that there has been no culpable de- made the remarx,
% lay. The business in few Offices, if any, is so well up as to turn out its work, which the Cham-
“ week by week as it comes in. I confess I do not understand how it is that ber have now
¢ the Chamber have thought proper to make this representation to Government. take but for
The loan was opened to transfer on the 30th July last. Their letter is dated a very differen®
¢ the 8th September, say 6 weeks. How could they stake their reputation upon purposet™ I con-
an averment that the subscriptions of a whole community in that short period *“ fess | donotun-
¢ were injuriously affected by the delay of 55 Bonds, of which the b “ derstand ho
“ were disposed of in four days, only 8 of the Notes havin en kept unc ¢ ig thatthe
tificated for 8 days, to which add the exceptional case of 5 Jotes explaine “ ber have thouy
in the preceding para:" “ proper to make
¢ this representa-

¢ tion to Government.’

Acain, one of the Chamber's positions was that, by reason of the delay in g
Certificates, parties had to borrow money, ™ for weeks” if they desire to invest in
pointed out that the delay in granting the Certificate coul influence the ‘
because no man would be unwise enouch to take up the required

] i

need not borrow for more than a day or two, (if he could get such a loan) because th

being granted, say on the Mond: he could take it over tothe Treasury on th

anv rate, on the morrow, . e., on Tuesday.
4. How do the Chamber answer—they do not controvert what I stated—all th

is “ and that such* (i. e., the man must borrow when he deposits the Promissory Note

countant General’'s Office)” “ must

* The Chamber say that such )ar be “the least consideration would h:
/ ¢ dent, for who would be so

had but it does not say at u

4




on the day on which he or they
in the Accountant General's Offic

before he requires it. But if,
did so, it has been his own a
General’s Office. Further, the t
by means of the sale proceeds
sell instantly, but whatever may be t
in not fairly chargeable on the \ceo

5. The question of the
the above, I will now touch
of “the Office,” as they a

deed if the records had not g

every single Bond transaction
‘not what my records contai

in this para's TCadmils e
but then it insinuates that
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7. The Chawber arrogates to itself the right of sitting in judgment. They would not only
instruct the Accountant General how he is to conduct the duties of his Office, but teach the Go-
vernment how they are to govern. No doubt the Chamber conceives that it comprises in itself
«all the talents” but 1 deny its ability, much more its competency, to lay down the law to Govern-
ment, or to myself. Suppose Government were to ask any House of Agency to scrutinize their
Accounts, and to render to Government information with respect to the dates on which they cre-
d’ted their constituents with money due to them ; or in fact, any particulars of their business. The
House would at once deny the right of Government to do any such thing. I certainly should
not venture to tell the head of any House of Agency how he ought'to conduct his Agency, nor to
call to account Messrs. Bainbridge & Co. for taking 16 days to answer a letter, to answer which
would have at once rectified an error, about which they made no complaint, and of which they felt
not the injury, until tarred on by the Chamber ; of which, again, the Chamber knew nothing when
they made their original representation to Government, and which therefore they ought in all fair-
ness to have put aside as not supporting that representation. My desire is that the work of the

Office should be well done, and I never take it ill if

#*In the present case their first complaint any one points out to me any delay in a Department of

having no foundation could only have my Office. What I deprecate is, the Chamber assum-

ing the right to collect complaints and then rushing up

to Government, denouncing the internal proceedings

in my Office upon which courteous communication to myself would have had the desired influ-
ence,* if acceleration of business was the only end aimed at.

8. I have always regarded Government as a Court of appeal, not to be addressed unless the
aggrieved party has at leastmade known his grievance to the Officer who may be inculpated. The
Chamber aver that they acted in no hostile spirit. (para: 4.) To this I can only reply that the
Chamber is assuredly no curia amicitie. It talks about its being invidious to point out specific
instances, and “ unpleasant to make complaints,” but they do not seem ‘o think it otherwise than
agrecable to the head of a Public Office that a vague untenable, nay unfounded, charge should be
placed on Government records against it.

9. The Chamber notice that in my Statement of the periods of delivery I omit “ the days
of delivery and receipt of the Notes and also Sundays” I conceive that since the © work of the
Office” is in question, this is the only fair way of stating the case. If the question was how long
the period was between the Despatch of the Promissory Notes {rom the House of Agency or
Bank, and their receipt back ; then the mode of computation by the Chamber would be accurate.
But to take in, as they do, 1 will shew where presently, holidays, Xmas holidays for instance, only
evinces an anxiety to make the worse appear the better cause, not an anxiety to represent
matters fairly between Office and Office, for what have I to do with delays in transit or with any
¢ dies non” or no working day.

10. In para: 8 of their letter of the 24th November 1857, the Chamber admit the vexation
caused by the loss occasioned by the  turn of the market,” as if the work of the Accountant Ge-
neral was to be measured by that Barometer, I deny this in toto. If the appreciation of that work
is to be governed by the turn of the market, then when the market turns in faver of the holder of
a Promissory Note, the work iz well done, if the turn of the market be against the holder, the
work is ill done, which is absurd. The delay may in the latter case be prejudicial, but what if
the turn be in favor, should we then hear murmuring, would nut the profit cover a multitude of

been treated as unfounded.

sins of delay.

11. I do not think it is expected of me to enter into particulars with respect to Statements
A. and B. of the Chamber, as I have already intimated to Government that I have taken all the
Bonds (552) between the 30th July, the date of the opening of the Loan, and the 9th September,
the date of reference to me of the Chamber's original representation, and shewed what the deten-
tion was ; viz., for nearly 400 ofthe 552, the Certificates were delivered, or sent, to the parties in
5 working days; for 43 in 6 days, for 5in 7 days, and for 8 in 8 days, not including of course the
Bainbridge case. The Chamber does not confine itself now to this period but changes its ground
to later dates to suit its own views. Moreover, it gives the dates of letters forwarding Bonds, which
dates signify little when the question is delay in the Accountant General’s Office, since it does
not follow that their letters were despatched on the said dates, and the Accountant General's
Ofice surely is not reponsible for the time thus intredueed into the caleulation, The Chamber
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