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Fort Saint George, Financial Consultation,8th January 1858.

No. 6. From J. RATLIFF, Esq., Acting Civil and Session Judge of Rajahmundry; to
T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Judicial Department, Fort
Saint George, dated 18th December 1857, No. 298.

Sig,

1. Complaints against the existing system of pre-audit have, I find, been already submitted to
Government, both by my predecessor, Mr. Cotton, and by the Subordinate Judge, Mr. Blair,
based, alike, upon serious inconveniences arising, (as they conceived), from the working of that
system. The one however having been apparently over-ruled because made at the very commence-
ment only of that working, and the other having elicited a long and, as Government considered,
satisfactory, explanation from the Civil Auditor. I venture, after this lapse, to add my testimony
as to its continued most inconvenient effects ; as well as to very respectfully suggest, how un-
equally such bear, presonally, upon members of the service, the sphere of whose duties lies at a
distance from the Presidency.

2. The Civil Auditor has, I observe, in his letter to you under date December 12th, 1856,
No. 2133, stated © that at least half the salary Bills of Officers and their Establishments are
¢ audited and returned on the day of their receipt, whilst cases of detention for more than 48
“ hours are rare and exceptional.” Not only, however, have those of this Court never been, within
my experience, among the favored half, but they have, on two out of five Returns made, been of
the number of the “ rare and exceptional cases” adverted to.

3. Bills posted here on the first of a month should, unless owing to very unusual delay in
the post, be here again on the 10th, whereas the “earliest” date of actual receipt has been 12th, i. e.
in October and the current month, whilst in August, it was the 13th, in November the 14th, and
in September the 15th.

f. That the system

® 1 Myr. Cotton’s letter to the Civil Auditor, dated 15thJanuary 1857. of pre-audit has been
1 Civil Auditor’s reply, do. 20th 5 found to work vexatiously
1 Mr. Cotton’s letter, do. 26th 4 is, I believe, generally ad-
1 Civil Auditor's Do. do. 3rd February ,, mitted ; and I shall not, I
1 Acting Civil Judge's letter to Civil Auditor, dated 1st Septr. ,, trust, be held as exceeding
1 Do. Do. io Do. 1st October ,, my proper vocation, if res-
1 Do. Do. to Do A8tk -, 5 pectfully submitting to
1 Civil Auditor’s reply, dated o - Government my own indi-
1 Acting Civil Judge's letter, dated, 14¢h - 1 vidual experience, as well
| Do. Do Do. lst December ,, as that of Mr. Purvis,
1 Civil Auditor's reply, Do. 11tA 5 % the Collector, and of my
1 Aecting Civil Judge's letter to Collector, 11th s 4 Predecessor Mr. ('urm;,
1 Collector's reply, dated 12t4 3 > illustrated by the accom-
1 Ag. Civil Judge's letter to Civil Auditor, dated 17th ,, 5 panying CU)’]'(,';’l)UH!iL’I)Uf as,

per margin :* Mr. Cotton’s
complaint, being, I would observe, totally distinct from that submitted by him to Government
adverted to in para: 1.
Signed) J. RATLIFF,

Aecting Civil and Session Judge.

From R. R. COTTON, Esq., Acting Civil Judge; to the CrviL Aubrror, Fort Saint George,
dated 15th January 1857, No. 11,

SIR,

I have the honor to inform you that I have not yet received mv Salary Bills for deputation,
and house rent, though the Abstract of the Establishment of this Court was received on the 13th
Instant, I request therefore you will be good enough to hasten the same,

(Signed) R. R. COTTON,



From F. LUSHINGTON, Esq., Civil Auditor; to the Act
mundry, dated 20th January 1857, No. 2444,

‘SIR, b
With reference to your letter of the 15th Instant hfmug
allowance and house rent for last month have not been ret:
state that those bills were not received in tlns Oﬁee
which was received on the 5th and passed and reti
appear to have been received since. If you will ‘therefore
return them to you without delay.

- a .
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From R. R. COTTON, Acting Civil Judge; to the Ci
26th J anuary 1857, No. 17.

Sir, %l

1. Ihave the honor to acknowledge the receipt
reply to inform you, that having signed my formerwlim‘s@
who states most posmvely that he despatched them with th
cover, and that he did so, is apparent from the following fact.
2. Itisthe customin my Office to have everyl
weight, on referring to the said letter book, it shews that the let
December weighted 6 Rupees 8 annas. On weighing the paper o
original and duplicate of the District Moonsiff’s house-rent bill
allowance were written, together with the envel
shewing most clearly tbat other papers were
foolscap on which the missing bills were made out,

ity

is entered in the letter book as the weight of the W

3. 1 would venture to suggest your e :
missing Bills, should you have done so, it : wmm one
time should this evidence not be extant, I must still h
the letter hook, the assertion of my Head Writer ¢
who entered the weight of the letter in the hoqk.{ that
to return them, is owing to negligence ,m,yoﬂ 0
convenience and expense, as having to make regular
been obliged to obtain a loan.

4. While on this subject, I would likewise 1
nesses’ batta forwarded to you on the 10th Dec
passed by you for one Court, have through the ¢
once, been put into envelopes directed to another.

5. I enclose copies of too entries in the Po

ctter

Ra;ahmundry, dated 3rd Februnry

SIR,
1 have the honor to acknowledge the,

o e ——
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: time I am wholly ,x_mnh.le to account for their subsequent disappearance, or to tell upon whom the
_ blame of their loss should be fixed, every letter cover received in this Office is opened by myself,
‘and upon each enclosure the date of receipt is noted in the covers under my initials. The letter

is then taken to the record Department, where each Bill is consecutively numbered, and entered

in a Register, after which the Bills are distributed for examination to the several auditors, who
) dghm affix their initials to the Register in token that that they have received the Bill.
~ mination of the Register, I find in respect to the letter supposed to have contained the missing
~ Bills,the following entry 1982, “Acting Civil and Session Judge, 2 Bills, 1 Estimate, and 1 out-of-em-~

On exa-

B yhy allowance,” and it is evident therefore, that the Bills never reached the Record Department,

1if received in this Office, that they must have been lost in their transit from my room to that of

the Record Department, which, as the Record room is only a few paces from my own, seemsa
; moet improbable circumstance. The foregoing explanation will, I trust, satisfy you that there is no
~ negligence in my Office and that every possible precaution is used to guard against the loss of

Bills transmitted to it for the purposes of audit.
2. With respect to the Bill for witnesses' Batta alluded to in the 4th para: of your letter

; ~ under acknowledgment, I beg to inform you that a Voucher headed Account Particulars for

A#. - -
) - Kis
-

R e
%
Ja

Prosecutors and Witnesses' Batta for November last was received on the 18th December 1856,
but under the supposition that that it was merely the fore-runner of a Bill that would be subse-
quently sent from your Office, it was kept carefully apart, your letter now under acknowledgment
however induces me to think that the supposed Voucher is the Bill alluded to, and to save delay
therefore, I herewith return it to you, audited, but not without remarking that had you adhered.
to.the instructions issued by this Office in respect to the preparanon of Contingent Bills the delay
complained of would not have oacurred.
(Signed) F. LUSHINGTON,

| Civil Auditor.
From J. RATLIFF, Esq., Acting Civil Judge; to the Civil Auditor, FortSaint George, daed

Rajahmundry, 1st qu;ember 1857, No. 177.

‘Six,
On the 1st Ultimo, I fmde& with this Court’s Pay Abstracts for the past month, aBill

I y i for District Moonsiff Court House rent, which not having as yet been returned, I am led to
~ believe the same must have been mislaid, and have the honor consequently to send a duplicate

of the same.
» (Signed) J. RATLIFF,

Aeting Civil Judge.

From J. RATLIFF, Esq., Acting Civil Judge; to the Civil Auditor, Fort Saint George,
dated Rajahmundry, 1st October 1857, No. 209.

e ISR

1. In forwarding the herewith ordinary monthly salary Bills for September for Audit,
I have the honer to bring to your notice the fact, that, although transmitted on the 1st as usual,
those for August which should, in ordinary course, have reached your Office on the 5th Ultimo,
were not passed by you until the 9th or despatched from Madras until 11th, (2 days afterwards,)
or received here until the 15th, whilst it was on the 12th of the month previous, even before the
preceding set was received back.

2. Deprecating all intention soever of being in the slightest degree exacting, or unduly
raising a question, I would yet take the liberty of suggesting the absence of any apparent neces-
sity for such delay in your Office in passing and despatching mere ordinary routine Bills of the
kind, as occurred last month, and would, with reference to the considerable inconvenience
arising to the very many parties interested, from delay and incertitude, solicit the favor, of your
kindly auditing and returning these Bills in future as quickly as conveniently practicable.

3. 1 take the opportunity of also bringing to your notice that house rept Bills for Moon-
siff's Courts for July and Auygust, have not as yet Leen returned to me, though sent the former on
ﬁxg-lstAngust‘the latter on 1st September last.

(Signed) J. RATLIFF,
deting Civil and Session Judge.

s



" Rajshmandy, 19 October 1857, :
Sir, ¢ S :

Infoxwardmgcupyofﬂxeordu, \
tunity in at the same time acknowledg
gust and September last, to mention {

1857, amountmg to Rupees 16, 1 have the howi@.
you to have been forwarded to this Office on tl
tion of my register to have been received at all;
and not the bill for August, as your letter and reply
you will transmit to me the bill in duplicate for July

2. Ibeg also to return herewith duly ‘passed mg 1
‘Houses
Despatched under cover on the 8tk Instant. R ]

3. I request alse that you will fortheﬁttnremjdljﬂzi
Bill for Contingent Charges of your Court ; as undm' the :
missable. :

From J. RATLIFF, Esq., Acting Civil Judge; tothaeCwil Amium', I"ﬂ!ﬂt _
Rajahmundry, 14th October 1857, No. 219, - :

Sir,

L. I have the honor to acknowledge receipt, &ls dny of you
ing, No. 358, in reply to mine of Ist Ultimo. .

2. I regret you should have considered there
what particular Bill was alluded to, or for conceiving t
ing, however, at the same time, the apparent im
Ist of that month being, as it would, in advance. ¥

3. In that letter, whilst adverting to pre
enclosed a Duplicate, but specially brough
reply, however, you not only appear to have
nal, but fail to in any way notice my mention ofits
none mchhadbeen %smamﬁm T

. gt Fort Saint Gearge, Financial Consultation, 8th January 1858.

w J. RATL&F F, Esq., Acting Civil Judge; to the Civil Auditor, Fort Saint George, dated
- Rajahmundry, 1st December 1857, No. 263.

Sir,

- I have the honor to request your attention to my letters, marginally noted, intimating the

% non-receipt of the Moonsiff Courts’ House
Nos. !77 1st September 1857, with Duplicate Bill rrot Bill for July, forwarded on Ist August

 alluded to in letter last, to point out that notwithstanding Du-
209, 1st October. plicate and Triplicate of the same have
218, 13th do. been also sent, I am still without the

passed Bill*

(Signed) J. RATLIFF,
Acting Civil Judge.

14th October, Triplicate sent.

j From F. LUSHINGTON Esq., Civil Auditor; to J. RATLIFF, Esq., Acting Civil and Session
. Judge, dated Rajahmandry, 11th December 1857, No. 543.

o Sm,
- With reference to your letter of the 14th October and 1st December 1857, I have the honor
to inform you that, as Contingent bills are furnished o this Office in duplicate and your dupli-
~ cate of the Bill for July to which you refer in the above letters was received at the same time
' vith the Bill for August, and had the word “Duplicate” written at the head of it, and as separate
- youchers and no duplicate for August, accompained the Bill for that month, it was supposed to be
‘the Duplicate bill for that month, (August,) and was consequently stamped along with the original
~ (for August,) and put away with other duplicate bills kept on record and you will observe from
~ the stamp which it bears being of the same date, viz., 8th October 1857, as that of the bill for
- August, with which it came, that this was likely to have taken place, and the wording and amount
of the two bills being precisely the same with the exception of the month, the mistake may be
easily accounted for. I regret, however, that it should have occurred.
I have now altered the duplicate of the Bill for July,to “Original,” and return it herewith
~ passed for payment, having altered the Triplicate sent by you to “Duplicate.”

I request that the duplicate of the bill for the month of August may now be submitted for
~ record in my Office.
(Signed) F. LUSHINGTON,

Civil Auditor.

From J. RATLIFF, Esq., Acting Civil Judge; to the Civil Auditor, Fort Saint George, dated
17th December 1857, No. 296.

Sir,
1. I have the honor, pursuant to request conveyed in your letter of 11th Current, No. 543,
to forward a duplicate of the Bill in question for August.

2. With reference to the explanation offered therein for the very protracted delay in return
(theremth) of the * passed” Bill for July last, and for the considerable gratuituous trouble involved
- by the various applications that have become necessary inconsequence, I would beg to suggest,
~that however explanatory of the way in which the same actually occurred, it in no way soever
serves to justify the occurrence.
2 3. That the mistake mentioned as happening with reference to the character of the dupli-
~ cate Bill when originally received by you, with the Pay Abstracts for August, might have readily
~ done so, had no specific information upon the subject accompanied it, I admit ; but nof so, when as
~ in the present instance, distinct separate information by letters, was sent witk the Bill, setting forth
. that it was “ a Duplicate of that for July,” (previously submitted.)
., 4. Supposing however the presumption of their easily mistaking the same, not withstanding
~ to be admitted, such admission could scarcely, I would take leave to suggest, hold good after
your receipt of my subsequent letters of October Ist and 13th, in the latter of which, I again
- pointedly refer you to the above named letters (of September 1st) “ as enclosing duplicate July"—
~ an intimation reiterated, moreover, in extenso, in yet another communication on the following day

- (October 14th.)
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i .

5. When therefore we thus see a simple Bill for Rupees 16, delayed in pujng and return,
for between 4 or 5 months; and involving no less than five letters from this Office and two from
your own, together with consequent loss of time, waste of Paper, and needless proportionate in-
crease of Tauppal weight and duty, I shall not, I conceive, be considered, as exceeding the bounds
of natural and strictly fair inference, when adducing the instance, as a pointed illustration of the,
as I believe generally pronounced, vexatious working and nature of the system of pre-audit.

|

}

(Signed) J. RATLIFF, ,'
Acting Civil Judge. '

(True Copies) [ R Kot
(Signed) J. RATLIFF, B

Acting Civil and Session Judge.

From J. RATLIFF, Esq., Acting Civil Judge of Rajahmundry; to A. PURVIS, Esq., Collec-
tor of Rajahmundry, dated 11th December 1857, No. 287.
SIR,

As I intend addressing Government, with reference to the irregularity of the Despatch,
from the Civil Auditor's Office, and the invariably late receipt here of the salary bills of this
Court, as well as pointing out the considerable inconveniences emanating from this system of pre‘.f
audit, I have the honor to request that you will be good enough to let me know, whether you
experience the one, and are of the same opinion as to the other, in order, that if so, I may embody
the fact in my representation.

2. One Bill I may instance, which, although despatched on the 1st Augu:t and since follow-
ed by Duplicate and Triplicate has not even yet been returned.

- (Signed) J. RATLIFF,
Acting Civil Judge.

From A. PURVIS, Esq., Collector of Rajahmundry‘ ; to J. RATLIFF, Esq., Acting Civil J udge:
of Rajahmundry, dated Peddapoor, 12th December 1857, No. 1192.

SIR,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday's date, I cannot
call to mint any particular instances of delay in the transmission from the Civil Audit Office of the
salary bills sent from my Office for pre-audit. The inconvenience of the new system to all pub-
lic servants whose duties lay in the Mofussil must be patent to all. I long ago pointed out to the
Accountant General that it was an utter delusion to suppose that the new plan in any way reliev-
ed the Collector of work. 1t has on the contrary increased it.

(Signed) A. PURVIS,
Collector.

No. 7. Orper THEREON, No. 5; dated 7th January 1858.
Ordered that the foregoing letter, with its enclosures, be forwarded to the Civil Auditor for
any observations he may have to offer on the subject of the representations it contains. His at-

tention is particularly directed to the remark of Mr. Purvis that the new system of Audit has not

in any way relieved the Collector of work, but on the contrary has increased it. 1
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