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Fort Saint George, Financial Consultation, 26th May 1857.

tter from J. W. BREEKS, Esq., Secretary Mint Committee ;

Read the following le
Chief Secretary to Government, dated 26th May 1857

to E. MALTBY, Esq., Acting
No. 121.

SIR,
I have the honor by desir
Acting Mint Master,
for his Department.
rever, beg for the present to solicit the attention of Govern-
of the letter, and request that sanction may be granted for
v of Gollahs for watching outside of the walls of the

e of the Mint Committee, to forward the accompanying copy of a

letter from the dated 25th Instant, No. 17, suggesting certain changes which

he considers urgently demanded

2. The Committee would, how
the 5th and concluding paras:
the entertainment of an additional numbe
Mint at a total monthly expense of Company's Rupees 147.

3. The Committee beg also to: support the proposition of the Acting Mint Master that fu
ture Tenders of Bullion may be sent to the General Treasury to be held in deposit till such time
as : o can be convenientl brought into Coinag v Acti =k R catom s 2
as the Bullion ¢ y g age, the Acting Mint Master being allowed

ssider the advisability or otherwise of the same.

ment to

to cor

(Signed) J. W. BREEKS,

Secretary Mint Committee.

From Lieutenant Colonel F. C. COTTON, Engineers, Acting Mint Master
To G. L. Prendergast, Esq.,
S. D. Birch, Esq.,
W. H. Bayley; Esq.,

Mint Committee,

dated 25th May 1857, No. 17.

GENTLEMEN,
Para: 1st. It wasmy intention after the close of the Settlement to address your Committee

Jany alterations required in the Mint to suit it to its very greatly increased and increas-
This I am not able to do fully at the present time, but there are some changes
hich I think it my duty to bring to your immediate notice. 3

of water for the use of the Mint Workmen. It has for some
the Mint walls the whole of the rubbish and filth that has
1g it out Silver should be secreted in it

upon the n
ing operations.
urgently demanded w
ond. First regarding a supply
\ ,een the custom to keep within
accumulated there, during each Settlement, lest in carryin
The consequence of this has been that the soil has become so impregnate e a
water in the well is tainted and becoming every year mml-c Sc(;'hlt'i[‘tllli: 1;11“:::[
ells or even by sinking new ones, as the whole ;<'>il x\

vears |

and lost.
ganic matter that the

now be corrected by clearing out the old w

er that passes through it.
fortunately we are so situated that we can do this without any gr
d from the compound of the Seven Wells by the

foul and so must be the wat The only mode of obtaining good water is by

procuring it elsewhere, and

expense ; as the Mint wall is only separate

preadth of the Street.
ation with the Garrison Engineer, and as soon as I receive per-

[ am now in communic
r, an Estimate will beforwarded through the proper channel

o draw a supply from that quarte
rding the Mint Guard Room ; which is a most unfit building, in
=, o/ (S R VI 5 i
low roofed shed against the outside of the outer wall of the
Room capable of containing 50 men, within the Mint Com-

! 2 /4 -
6 of whom are without the walls of

3rd.
mission £
4th. The next point is reg

a most unsuitable position. It

Mint, whereas it ought to be an air
pound. At present a Native Officer’s Guard posts 13 Sentries,
the Mint, and 7 are within it. I would with your permiission have Peons as Watchmen outside
and Sentries only within the Mint. They would thus be out of the reach of surprise and Would’
be where they were required, if their Services should be needed. To I e diaane dabald
be necessary for me to inside the Mint, which can be done when I move the

find a Guard Room 1
Die Cutting Lathes to the Verandah of the Machinery Room to bring them within reach of the
Small Engine I have indented for.
ission to remove the old Guard Room ; to place the Guard

sth. 1 would now solicit your perm
rtain an additional number of Gollahs or Peons for watch-

5t
as I propose inside the Mint, and to ente
* H \ 1Y 3 P ave i TEA 5 .
This would enable me to have three reliefs and one man on each side of

ing outside the walls.




Fort Saint George, Financial Consultation, 26 May 1857.
the building. To which I would add three e

Xtra men in case of sickness. The sum requiring
sanction for this purpose is as follows:

dosEaad Poegi s LY R 12
3 Head watching Peons.., 30
12 Do. 7 h:
3 g p Mo eia, oo 105

Total Monthly 147

6th. There is another point on which I

is now as you will have seen a larger amount of Bullion in the Mint C
Coin in many Months, At present I can only turn out 50,600
more than the Bullion tendered and received. Indeed the last two Steamers have brought more
Silver than could be coined in a fortnight, makihg no allowance
arrangements for laminating Silver in the Mill T set u
Outturn will be solittle aboy
Bullion can be mate

would solicit your Committee’s instructions. There
ellars than I can hope to
Rupee pieces daily which is not

for Holydays. I am now making
p for Copper ; but even with this help tlle‘
at many months must elapse before the hulz'mce of
as 1s very probable, the Receipts should contml.ll‘ ?“
the Stock in the cellars must become greater every Mail in

e the Receipts th
rially lessened, and if,
increase as they have hitherto done,
spite of all my efforts to reduce it,

7th.  Under these circumstances I would solicit your Committee's permission to send the ten-
ders that are received hereafter to the Treusury to be held in deposit till they can be brought
into Coinage should I consider it advisable. The necessity will depend upon how the amount
received compares with the Coin I am able to issue with my improved means, If I am unable to

send the Tendered Bullion directto the T reasury, I will despatch it from the Mint when the value
is determined in the Assay Office,

(Signed) FRED. C. COTTON,

Acting Mint Master.
(True Copy)

(Signed) J. W. BREEKS,
Secretary Mint Commitiee.
—_——

OrpEr THEREON, No. 802, dated 26th May 1857.
The arrangements Proposed in this letter are approve
of Bullion may be sent to the General Tye
conveniently brought into Coinage, and the
extra Peons applied for by him at a monthly ¢

pending an application

which will he made
report through the Mint Committee what ,
contains,

No. 8.

d of by Government: Future Tenders
asury to be held in deposit until the Bullion can be
Acting Mint Master is authorized to entertain the
ost of Rupees (147) one hundred and forty seven,
to the Supreme Government, but he is directed to
wumber of Gollahs or Peons his Establishment now

(Signed) E. MALTBY,
Acting Chief Secretary.

Exd, J, A. Willson,
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