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Read the following letter from S. D. BIRCH, Esq., Sub-Treasurer;to T p\:(;;;;;

I

No. 3.

Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, dated 20th April 1857, No. 1065

SIr,
One of the events contemplated in the Honorable Court’s Despatch of 8th April 1856, havi
taken place the Government Agency having been closed on the 26th Jauu;;rl- th S,lmvmg*
this Office has become reduced to Rupees 2,000 per mensem. y, the Salary of

9, 1 have no official knowledge of the views entertained by the Commissioner for tl T
of Civil Salaries with regard to the Treasury, although, I understand, that a pro ':O T“e iy
ade by him, to fix the Salary at Rupees 24,000 per annum. I{OW'GVer tLhiI; mpo.:{:'m“ has been
Government will not think me premature in now soliciting that considemﬁon (? e, I trust t:llc
the terms of the Honorable Court’s Despatch, above referred to, have led n']e t> lmy case whuc'h
tated by them, either when Mr. Ricketts should have come to a decision upon thoe Sfri)iecewas m:h—
- , OF when

the Government Agency should have ceased to exist.

8. With the recommendation that Government were pleased, so lately as August 1855
transmit to the Honorable Court, that the Salary of the Sub-Treasurer, Shuul‘d'be\[{; ugust e
annum, there will be no occasion for my occupying their time with any rem;wk; u l{pee:; JU_,OUUPLT[
ble character of the Office ; this has been urged upon their notice u'pnn forme:)un tmi.respo,,s,,
assented to. 1 would submit that whatever reduction may eventually arise (‘)ut (}CC;:MOTXS, and
ings of the Commissioner, they will, as is the general practice in the H‘mor-g lt zprocee(}_
Service, operate prospectively, and not affect present incumbents of Office ‘I) e Company's
remark, that late changes in the Saving's Bank have materially increased the re's o m;}; howe\?cr
Office. The amount of Deposits has been extended from Rupees 500 to Ru ?e nsl 11 :ty. of that
large amount of Treasury Notes and Government Securities have been handed Lvh- s a,“d %
The number of Depositors now amounts to 6000. For these and other reasons Tl‘ to the (l); ice.
ceed to state, 1 would ask that so long as I hold the post of Suh'T"easuré; Il l‘at 1 sh:tnl pro-
the salary which that Officer has hitherto been considered entitled to. , I may be allowed

[ have been since March 1898, with the exception of a few months, in ti S
line. - 1 was for 5 years an Assistant in the Treasury, for 2 years I acted ,\ S:‘ l;: .;Tl‘e Finaneinl
1 have been at the Head of the Office for 8 years, so that out of a Servic;" j_fl.,.: x'e:z‘surer, qu
cxpired on the 9th November 1856, I have passed 15 in the Treasury ‘dl‘(i ::ltm-) y{ears, \.Vhwh
Financial Department. I need scarcely observe, that employment for ’m ‘lm : .T)iéet. er 18 in the

articular line, must militate against my obtaining promotion in any Obth-zy.}ic ‘:1 pcr‘\od, in one
little probability of it in this particular D"Pm'tmcn: ; and so far, as I am

- 4,

able to judge, there is

5. The Governxl?er}\lt :ay ple]rhaps think that my title to consideration is strengthened b
. ; : S 8 nEu /
which shew, that although I have performed the duties of Uovern:next A 4
- nt Agent

o

the following facts,
Ofiice, I have not received that remuneration from it to w hich I had a j
g2 just

to the close of the

claim, or to which I was fairly entitled.

6'. Ao qovernment Agents were allowed Fees on certain transactions c: ied
for their Constituents, among these was one on the transfer of propert 'fm-v. "‘"'{‘ out by them
Until the transfer of the Loan of 1841 this Fee had been ch;maedy buT ‘Te e another.
advertised for discharge or transfer in 1853, a clause in the NOtic: Of’the q“ 9 lhlsw Loan ‘was
specified that, * Proprietors who may transfer their Promissory Note‘_‘ ;l,p:em}e‘ Government
through the Government Agent, shall not be subject to the payment of the‘Fe;f) t.u‘s new .Loan
rules of the Government Agency, for transferring Notes from one Lean to anot;, b-, e\crlx};:.d in the
was introduced, I am c.redibly informed, upon the recommendation of the (‘e’v' is clause
in Calcutta, who received a consolidated allowance {odin Gioverniaent Tor ﬂl;; f‘Impent Agent
formed and was undeI: the impression that the other Agencies were co rtfttltles l.xe per-
own, that the Oﬁ"‘f:e"s in charge had no personal interest in the Fees, but xtil s
carried to the credit of Government ; so far as Calcutta and Bombay we;'e‘ conce Mt’ .~ A
affected only Government itself, but it deprived the Government Agents 0‘.‘“"“&1, th;e Nofice
; Agents at Madras of Fees to
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which they had a clear right, and which had been levied up to that period ;
Rupees 4,500, the transaction being nearly 90 Lacs.
abolition of the Agency appeared,

B

the loss to myself was
Again, shortly after the N otification of the
the Supreme Government ruled, that Securities withdrawn
from that time until the close of the Agency, if withdrawn on account of its abolition, should not
be chargeable with Fees. The Accountant General and myself remonstrated against the rule

being carried out here, the Government however directed, th

at the practice laid down in Bengal
should be observed, recognizing, however, the anomalous position of the Government Agents, they
observe: “ With regard to the observati

ons made by the Agents in para: 2 of their letter, it is
to be remarked that the circumstance of t

he Fees in the Madras Agency being receivable by the
Agents and not carried to the credit of Government, does not affect the question as respects the De-

positors. It will however be open to the Agents to preferto Government a claim for compensation,
on account of the loss of the Fees to which they consider themselves entitled on Securities
withdrawn before the closing of the Agency.” The accompanying Statement® shews the amount

of Fees drawn by the Sub-Treasurer, since the date on which the Government

* No. 1. instructions were issued, it will be seen, that they fell off to a small amount,

almost immediately, so that although the work performed by the Agents has
been far more heavy and responsible, they have not received even the average amount of Fees :—
there can be but little doubt that the usual rates of business would have continued, and that the
Fees would have still equalled their former amounts. I trust, therefore, that Government will
think that [ am keeping well within the margin, when I ask, that the compensation to which I
may be considered entitled, may be fixed at the difference between the amount actually drawn
and the quarterly mean of former years, thus making my total allowance up to Rupees 30,000
per annum, and that in consideration of my lengthened period of Service in the Financial Depart-
ment, I may be permitted to draw the same rate of Salary which was contemplated when I accept-
ed the Office of Sub-Treasurer.

7. In conclusion, I would beg to be permitted to
Government in my letter of the 11th August 1855, No.
has within the last year taken place in the mode of
Accountant General's Office of the responsibili
and for which the Deputy Accountant General

repeat what I brought to the notice of
274. In it 1 observed, * the change that
granting Provincial Bills has relieved the

ment which is contemplated, it is presumed these Fees will r

remuneration, and to solicit attention to the fact that the a mount
of itself quite, if not more than meet the amount which the
deficient, consequent upon the abolition of the Government Age

derivable from this source would

ncy'l

8. The Deputy Accountant Generalship has ceased to exist, and from that date the Fees

. referred to have been carried to the credit of
* From Tth August 1856 to 31st March 1857, Government ; the number of Bills issued from this

Office in the Jast eight months has been 4555,
their amount Rs. 107,70,076-10-4, and the sum credited to Government® as Fees has been Ru-
pees 7,419,

(Signed) 8. D. BIRCH,
_Sub-Treasurer.

Financial Consultation, 12th May 1857.

Fort Saint George,

a8 No. 1.
drawn by the Sub Treasurer, as Joint Government Agent, from 1st May
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Rupees 5492 9 7
(Signed) J. D. BIRCH,

Sub. Treasurer

GENERAL TREASURY,

Fort St. GEORGE, }
20th April 1857

Orpes THEREON, No. 263; dated 6th May 1857.

No. 4. ¢ at present enter upon a consideration of the subject of the foregoing
canno
The Government
letter. (Signed) E. MALTBY,

Acting Chief Secretary.
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