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Fort Saint George, Financial Consultation, Tth April 1857,

No. 10. Read the following letter from G. L. PRENDERGAST, Esq., Accountant General;
to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, dated 3rd March 1857,
No. 393. o

Sig,

1. 1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Extract from the Minutes of Consul-
tation, dated the 3rd Ultimo, No. 66; and, as promised in the 5th para : of my letter to you of the
£3rd Ultimo, No. 881, 1 beg now to submit for the favorable consideration of Government the
following explanation.

2. In para: 7 of the Extract above alluded to, the Government intimate that they do not
feel themselves at liberty to sanction the arrangements which were proposed in the Statement
submitted with my letter, dated the 30th December last, No. 327, or at least that portion of
them which involves the continuance of any part of the Agency Establishment, nor to recommend
them to the Government of India, unless the following points be cleared up :—

Firstly. What has been the actual strength of the Establishment employed on Agency
duties of late years.

Secondly. Whether, since 1849, there have been more servants transferred to it from other
Departments, than to other Departments from it. And, lastly, if the balance be in favor of the
Agency, how its discontinuance can form a ground for the retention of any of its proper servants,
in addition to the liberation of those from other branches of the Office doing duty in it, and to
the Establishment of 200 Rupees monthly to be entertained under the orders of the Government
of India, dated the 22nd March last, above the Establishment submitted by me in January 1856.

3. In reply to the 1st Query, I beg to state that the strength of the Agency Establishment

of late years was to the

A.(/;n;'ylE)ihg)//'i;hn;;’r;tS(% il’?\:s'tml)‘(_lfrior to the sanction of (J;Bovernm{ﬁtd extent of Rupees 540
aled 2<n prik 1800, INO. 17 upees 94 : . )¢ E
Amount of Establishment as reported to Governmentin a mont!l]y « eiig 255 Ru
letter from this Office, dated 10th August 1849, No. 246.  ,, 817 pees inexcess of the Es-
tablishment allowed for

D{[f‘erence..._?.f;’?: it in 1830, as shewn in
the margin.

4. In answer to the second Query, I have to state that the services of Clerks whose sala-

* As stated in para: 6 of my letter, dated 30th ries amounted to Rupees 223* were transfer-
December 1856.

1 Since February 1856.

Deputy Manager ...... ... .. ... Rupees 80 and only lately} the Clerks noted in the mar-

1 Accountant e 60 .
1 R 5 35 ginwere retransferred from the Agency to

red from other Departments to the Agency;

=~ other De S.
165 Departments
T——e

5. From the above explanation, it will be seen that the balance is not in favor of the

Salary of Clerks transferred to the Agency Department. Rs. 223 Agency DepAartment,
Do. of Do. retransferredfrom it.............evu......... 52 165 but, on the contrary,
Bualance against the Agency Department ,, 58 against it ; in reference

== however to the obser-

Para : 2 and part of para : 7. i vation of Government,
that the Subordinate Establishment of this Office is stronger now by writers of an aggregate
monthly salary of Rs. 200, than was considered by me necessary when submitting the scheme of
January 1856, I must point out that Government have fallen into some mis-apprehension. What
was proposed was, that the salary of the Principal Uncovenanted Assistant should be raised to
700 Rs. for reasons assigned in my letter to Government dated the Sth January 1856, No. 320,
This proposal was negatived by the Government, of India, much to my regret, because I was of
opinion that whilst it was his due, Government would have been no losers by compliance ; but,
had it been sanctioned, it was to have been effected gradually, if, and when, circumstances per-
mitted ; reductions were, if possible, to be effected in the numerical strength of the Office Esta-
blishment by a judicious distribution of business, and by details which might be discovered to be
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superfluous, being dispensed with. . But it cannot now be arg
Establishment is at present 200 Rs. more, than what '
sum of 200 Rupees appertained to an integral portion of
become available for any purpose whatever. :

6. Adverting to the conclusion' of the Extract of
I beg to observe that, in my letter to Government of the
para : 55 that the arrangements I then submitted were

7

some reduction in the Establishment, when, aflmﬂlqt; classif
expense)or at any rate, renewed consideration of the st ..
contemplated such a measure, at the proper season, Iﬂtw !
additional Establishment, I was purposely very moderate. In sul
in view than full efficiency: but my moderation was not appreci:
was curtailed by 200 Rupees. Of the limited amount® for which
* Rupees 435. were for two Indexers. The Indexing here
ed as necessary in this Office as i?n'lhg :
means of meeting positive Increase of bmmgenuﬂlj%wrw
preparation and transmission of the various Financial Returns ‘an
great increase of general business, for expediting the out-turn of our F
six new comparative Statements, and an’ A’bm‘ﬁr%e'm&
were allowed. Again, v 1
t This s very inadequate, and unless the business of Rupees 120 was mmk
@Zc:m;n'q:;,o:tm account falls off; I shall,as increase of business occasioned by - -
in duty bound, be forced to come up to Govern- g W?M;T ent
ment again for aid. g ﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁ'ﬂm Tl i g

L

e

7. Tam so hard put to it to meet requirements of the Government of I i ) m,a %:j :lér";‘-':j : £
* Para 11 Tg;; ttirhwleo vernment, dated the 8th January*
3 ' 856, that I am now necessit to svplv fell]
+ Less by 40 .Rupee: than the amount I begged further assistance. I am ia::.mgdmm'wdfuap]ployf fm’ G
for the denied additional Uncovenanted Assis- wishes of the Honorable Court a.nd ask i
tant. How then can it be said I am asking for Rupees 160f only, out of Rn;)ees 3]7 g"” ‘
1;:;;2 t7han I considered necessary in January amount of the Government Agency Dep art’m en:‘ ‘ 3
? in the year 1830, from which period no increase '}
whatsoever was granted on account of that De- )
partment, ’

ikl
g

R

8. There is another circumstance which I must not here omijt" i i
Govtemmcnt. 'Ilt is very etja}.lsy to ;ay that the Government Agency b:i.;ll; ztl)):lli.:ll]i;(;l::l ;Cl:;;jzzf i
ment necessarily goes with it. But Government will see 'S i s ¢
business of the Government Agency is merely transferred, f;ruti:n;mxl:(;ﬁtotrif:‘:::;otbthl?ththe
The Agency and the fees have been divided amongst the Bankers and Me,rchants of l{d d: i
the business comes back upon this Office in rather a disagreeable shape. The abovlit:i1 aé”fblwt £
Government Agency entails on the Bond and other Departments extra labor. For inst?an : t}:e 154
Accounts of St, Mary's Church Funds are removed merely from the Agency' to another !ll)ce’ e
ment. The Interest aceruing on the Funded Property of Saint Mary's Church, hithert ;fa’t‘
by the Government Agents and paid into the Bank of Madras, and to the Ga;risonezﬂ(:a lawn
will have to be drawn in the Book Keeper's Department of this Office, and disposed of. Ix}: ﬁ]:;
manner the Interest due on Woolley’s Bequest will have to be drawn in tbe’same-Depart:n;ent, and

paid to the Treasurers of the Male and Female O ) o ¥ 8
Corrie's:Grammar School, emale Orphan Asylums in' Black Town, and of Bishop

9. Much heavier additional business will be thrown on the Bond Department by the deli-

4 . very of Government Securities from the
5455 Promissory Notes have been already.delivered. custody of the Government Agents to their.

Constituents or Agents, The principal

Fort Saint George, Financial Consultation, Tth April 1857.

pass the Certification of Interest given on the back of each Note, to
of Attorney under which the several Agents are acting, and to
scrutinize the genuineness of the Signatures given in the Receipts. In cases of doubt much corres-
pondence ensues, resulting in references to the Law Officers. All the above duties with respect
to the Notes deposited were hitherto pefrormed by the Agency Department, and the Interest was

jrawn, not on the Bonds themselves, but on Registers for each Loan, prepared and checked in
that Department and afterwards sent to

the Bond Department, merely to be regis-
tered and ~passed.

duties are to check and to
look to the legality of the Powers

& The Bonds were in the custody of the Sub Treasurer.

10. Government have probably overlooked the fact detailed in the 8th para : of my letter,
dated the 30th December last, regarding the manner in which my Establishment is over-taxed
with work. I am compelled, though reluctantly, to state, that the indulgence enjoyed by Clerks in
many other Public Offices is denied to my Establishment ; there, when the East Indians have
Jeave, the Office is closed ; again when the Natives have leave the Office is closed. The Office is

closed on Saturdaysat 2 o’clock. It is not so here.

The holidays are scant enough, and none are accord-

ed that can with propriety be refused, in conse-

quence of the heavy pressure of business, and which chiefly falls on the heads:of Department, and
other principal Servants, as fully stated in the 9th para: of my letter.*

¥ Dated 30th December 1856,

11. I enclose brief Memoranda, marked Nos. 1 and 2. Memorandum, No. 1, shews the
increase of business at present, compared with that of 1830-31. No. 2 shews the new business
which has acerued here likewise since 1830-31. These Memoranda - have been prepared with
reference to those forwarded with my letter dated the 8th January 1856, No. 320. On refer-
ence to Memorandum, No. 2, it will be seen that ever since January 1856, five items of new
business have devolved upon this Office, as markedin red ink.

12. Something therefore will have to be done to encourage the skilled hands here to per-

4 severance in well doing ; to reward their pain-

* 7o the detriment of Government Inlerests, taking services, to induce them to remain in the
and the inconvenience of the Departments Office, and not to be seeking for other more lucra-
tive but easier situations opened to them by the
liberality of Government, who are now raising the
deserving members of the Uncovenanted Service
to a higher standard of respectability. In making
the arrangements proposed in the Tabular State-

ment forwarded with my létter to Government just alluded to, I did not lose sight of these objects.

in which they long served.

* Dated 30th December 1856.

13. In laying a stress on the above points, I have no other object in view than the Interests
of Government, and I am actuated therein entirely by a sense of justice to those who work with
me. The Government business must be carried on, and if I could manage it with a small, instead
of a large Establishment, I would myself much rather do so. The amount asked for, viz.

Rupees 160*, is a mere trifle, compared with the

¢ Amount of Agency Establishment.... 317 efficiency of an Establishment of Account and

Proposed to be given to Government... 157 Finance, than which, under Government, there is
—  none ‘more important. If they who are in high
Proposed to be retained.................. 160 places know their own best policy, they will

—  accept the moderate suggestions of Officers who
are working for the advancement of Government

interests. They will foster zeal intheir service, not damp it: for zeal will silently save the
Government more money than is bestowed in fostering it.

(Signed) G. L. PRENDERGAST,
Aecountant General.
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No. 1.

Memorandum shewing the Increase of Business in the Office of the Accountant General at Madras,
in 1853-54, or 1854-55, as contrasted with the Business in 1830-31. 4

Description of the Work. 101; 18]584‘?‘35'554' In 1830-31. .In1854._55_m Remarks.

Government and Current Letters received and Number. | Number. | Number.

.72 1 S e e SRS 34,067 19,932 14,135
Vouchers, Invoices, and Returns, received and! Number. { Number. | Number.

sent and Fetirmed. . . .. saxtuisnes s urtesnsTis s 141,079 90,535 50,544
Cash and Civil Bills of Paymasters and Collec- Number, Number. | Number.

tors, Foreign Bills, and the Honorable Court; ‘

of Director's Billsand Letters of Credit, ac- ; _

CEPLEd.sisaasads s louotshziatnat ey bl e S I 12,734 4,297 8,507
Remittances to England by Rolls for Bonéfide; Rupees. | Rupees. | Rupees.

Savings, Paymaster's Cash and transfer s

Receipts, and debits and credits under the

heads of ** Remittances” and * Bills ﬁayable." 14,28,46,215. 8,59,54,074 5,68,92,141
Public Securities passed through the Bond De-

partment, and the number of Registers kept] Number. | Number. | Number.

31 0 - PO e R SR S s L 3 37,196 8.265 28,931
Heads to the Accounts of Estates of Mlhtary‘ Rupees. Rupees. | Rupees.

persons deceased, and the amount of Receipts

and Payments s ot b it die s 1,45,07 9I 1,00,000 45,079
Heads of Accounts in the Journals of Collect-| Number. ;| Number. | Number. "

ors, and other Officers in charge of Treasuries,

&c., examined, including Estates of Military

persons deceased and the separate mdlndual

Accounts Current kept in the Office... 6,736 3,743 2,993
Amount of debits and credits exhibited in the Rupees. Rupees. | Rupees.

individual Account Current books............ 80,11,570| 12,74,448| 67,37,122
Debits and credits between General and Mili-| Rupees. Rupees. | Rupees.

tary Departments, and the Accounts of Ben-

ga.l and Bombay Presxdencles checked........|18,42,38,182 8,77,46,107|9,64,92,075

Accountant General’s Office,

Fort Saint GEORGE,
3rd March 1857.

(Signed) G. L. PRENDERGAST,

Accountant General.,

No. 2.

Memorandum shewing New Business which has devolved in the Accountant General's Office at

Madras since 1830-31.

The Account Current of Agra, rendered monthly and annually since 1834-35, and the

amount of debits and credits in that Account are compared and checked.

The Monthly Journals, Annual Ledger, Closing Entries, and other returns of the Commis-
sioner of Kurnool, rendered to this Office since 1839, are compared and checked, and the transac-

tions thereof embodied in the Financial Returns, and General Territorial Books.

Quarterly Accounts of Her Majesty’s Government, London, Her Majesty’s Colonial Govern-
ment in China, and Her Majesty's Government, Labuan, are prepared since 1841, 1843, and 1848

respectively.

Monthly Account of debits and credits on account of '* Bengal Presidency,”  General Go-
vernment of India,” and “Government of Prince of Wales’ Island,” and “ Coorg Receipts and

Disbursements,” are, since 1847, prepared and rendered to Bengal.

Monthly and Annual Accounts of the Government Savings’ Bank are rendered since 1834-33,
and examined in this Office, the transactions thereof exhibited in the Accounts of Collectors,

Paymasters, &c. are also checked, as well as the Extracts from their Registers.

Accounts Current for each Regiment on account of Band and Mess Funds are kept since

1849 and 1850 respectively, for check.

>
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Six Statements, marked A, B, C, D, E and F, with an Abstract shewing the actual resylts of
one year and the Estimated results uf the two following years, with (x].]a_n.xtm_\, notices, are pre-
pared since 1855-56, for the Financial Review by the Government of India.

# Annual retrospective Narrative of the progress and conduct of the affairs of the Account-
ant General's Department commenced in 1856-57 for 1855-56.

* Account Current with the * Punjab,” to commence from 1857-58.

* Weekly Return of the Financial position of the General Treasury for the use of Govern-
ment.

* By-monthly Return for the Civil Auditor, shewing the decrease effected either in the per-
manent or temporary Establishment of this Office from March 1857.

#* Monthly Abstract Registers of Interest paid on Promissory Notes in the Subordinate
Treasuries, an(.l of Subseriptions to Loans, for the Governmeut of India, from September 1836
and January 1857,

Fort SainT GEORGE, 3 eyt . “NDE A
Accountant General's Office. (Signed) G. L. PRENDERGAST,
3rd March 1857. ) Accountant General.
No. 11. OrDER THEREON, No. 205 ; dated 4th April 1857.

1. In Extract MinutesConsultation, 3rd February last, the Accountant General, in reference
to his application to be allowed, on the cessation of the Government Agency, to retain the ser-
vices of Clerks in that Department of an aggregate salary of Rupees 160 per mensem, was asked :

Ist. What had been the actual strength of the Establishment employed on Agency duties of
late years ?

2nd. ‘Whether, since 1849, there had been more Servants transferred to it from other Depart-
ments, than to other Departments from it ? and, lastly, if the balance were in favour of the Agency,
how its discontinuance could form a ground for the retention of any of its proper Servants, in
addition to the liberation of those from other branches of the Office doing duty in it, and to the
Establishment of 200 Rupees monthly to be entertained under the orders of the Government of
India, dated the 22nd March last, above the Establishment submitted by him in January 1856.

2. In his letter above recorded the Accountant General replies to these queries. In reply
to the first, he states that the strength of the Agency Establishment of late years has been to the
extent of Rs. 540 monthly, being Rs. 223 in excess of the Establishment allowed in 1830.

3. In answer to the second, he says that of the Clerks with salaries of Rupees 223 trans-
ferred from other Departments to the Agency, Clerks of salaries of Rs. 165 have been only in
February 1856 re-transferred to those Departments; leaving Clerks of an aggregate pay of Rs 58
still doing duty in the Agency,and therefore liable to revert to the other Departments on the
Agency terminating.

4. From the above explanation it will, he states, be seen that the balance is not in favor of
the Agency Department ; but, on the contrary, against it.

5. The Government do not understand the conclusion thus drawn by the Accountant
General. The case, as it seems to them, is this. Until lately the Agency Department has had
Rupees 223 worth of Servants more than belonged to it. Some of these have already reverted
to their own Departments, and the rest may do so when the affairs of the Agency have been wound
up. Consequently the General Office is, and will be, by so much stronger than before on the
Agency ceasing.

6. With reference, however, to the observation of Government that the Subordinate Esta-
blishment of his Office is stronger now by Writers of an aggregate monthly salary of Rs. 200 than
was deemed by him necessary when submitting the scheme of January 1856, Mr. Prendargast
considers that Government have fallen into some mis-apprehension, as what was proposed was that
the salary of the Principal Uncovenanted Assistant should be raised to 700 Rs. for reasons assigned
in his letter of the 8th January 1856, No. 320. This proposal was negatived by the Govern-
ment of India, but, had it been sanctioned, it was to have been effected gradually, if, and when,
circumstances permitted; reductions were, if possible, to be effected in the numerical strength of

N, B. Ixems marked thus * denote new business entailed since the date of the application for increase of Establishment
in Januury 1836,
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