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; o3¢ R j G.0. No. Department. 1

The secretal’y Lo Government,

Educational Department,

Fort gaint George.

iy

SIR,

With reference +0 Memorandum No lq,dated 25th \

october last,l have the honour to submit the following report on f‘

College.

FRNEN S S " . 0 A ; ' tne subject of the alleged decadence of the Kumbakonam

5. The allegation made by the residents of Kumbakonam regarding

the Kumbakonam College is,no doubt, true SO far as the numerical |

strength of the College 1i® concerned, as will be seen from the

following statement showing the aumber on the rolls of the several

also at the beginning

T\ . ;
%' COllege:classes.during the past S1X years,and

and end of the decade 1882« &N
if" : ‘ . 4 Class 1881-82 1891-92 1892-95 1893-94 1894-95 1895-96
3 PR ‘ | " Sendor B.A.class A 38 34 B : o
Junior B.A.class 5%
genior F.A.class 97
: . gunilr P.A.class u8
- % . d : Total 200

3 "\ RS LT : No.. from the
{ ‘ . %3 Tanjore Districdu 250

=
~p———

-r

No from the Taniore Distiyiet 146
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Sl

: 'I 1881-82 the number of students on the rolls G
n : .

College classes rose to the highestvfigure_w»

: z, 270 and the institution reached,as 1t were,
&5 vi

t prpgperlty .During the decade ending with 1891-92,
S i U

there were considerable fluctuations in the Stlength of
= orke

1lege,and the number of students on the rmlls at one ai«'
, N

-
pa

: : the Co
dwindled down 1O 209.This depression Was however only
time, 1 S ol

temporary and by the close of 1891-92 the strength had .
e ’

isen again toO 248 ,.8ince then,thefe has been a steady
1’.

' ; e were only 189 N
decline and on the n1st March l.t there v

tudents on the rolls, thls peing the lowest number on
s

cord:Various clrcumstances have led tO this decline,-
re

put before explalnlng these I would make a few remaks

garding the staff of the College and 1ts work,so far ———
re

this can be tested by the results of the public examinations.,
as is 3

3 The late Mr.W.A,Porter and Rao Bahadur T.Gopala.Réu,

the two distinguished'education}sts referred to,in the

ddress presented-to His Excellency by the residents of
a‘ -

Jk Kumbakonam severed their connection with the College in
/

\ Jgune \&n0 and August 1883 espectively.Since then Lhe
| 1 illed
office of %he Prlnolpal ha "-till very recently’been £i

py a Buropean,It Was only rrom March 1897 that the College
D ATl .

was placed under & native Principal,and even this was only

a temporary arrangement necessitated.by some members of the

| Indian Bducational Service, including the permanent Principal,

»

" having been absent on furlough.This arrangement has Jjust ceased,
£ s and a Buropean graduaté hasagain been placed at the -head of

g ;

= the institution.The staff of Lecturers and Assistant Legturers

=2 ‘consists entirely of native graduates, who are mostly

-

speoialists/and who have had considerable’ experience in
teaching college classes. Judging from their qualifiications

and service and also from the resulto of the University

Examinations recorded in the various reports on the College,
it may be-iﬁfedgd that the members of the staff have been
discharging their duties efficiently,and His Excellency’s
statement made in the course of his reply to the addrea§4‘
- presentea to him.that hhercollegpﬂiﬁ:g@aseaaadﬂqg

i
:

} }% furniture might be improved a.little.The causes of the decadence of

“the College must therefore be sought elsewhere,and these I now

e

" —— proceed to explain.

‘ 4, The first and the most potent of these causes is,as rightly

= surmised by His Excellency,the springing up of ke two other
educational institutions in the neighbouring district of Trichino;
-poly,viz,Saint Joseph’s College and the % ¥ G.College which not

./‘14: / ,r/
only cuf off the supply of students from -the and -other adjoining

St
As the Fee Notificatiom has left f¥ entirely at the discretion of

f A the managers of aided institutions to levy whatever fees they like,

the authorities of the two colleges in Trichinopoly levy fees
which are much lower than the standard rates laid down in the Fee
(1 Regul@tionsiand,furtheg,they increase tﬂe attractiveness of these
‘ colleges,by granting free scholarship’which is not allowed in

il institutions under public,management,The conseqience is, that
"=;‘l . ( students belonging to the poorer classes,as well as those ‘belonging
_;: L \ to the lower middle classes join the Trichinopoly Collegos in

preference to the Kumbakonam College.

5. The second cause is the growing popularity and attractiveness:

of- the first grade colleges in the Presidency town.Well—to-do
. Students afe drawn to these colleges by £he attracti&eness of -city
life,by the wide range of the optional subjects for the teaching
of which provision is made,and by the reputation which the Madras
Colleges have,of being provided‘with better apﬁliahces for the
‘teaching of physical and natural science.The Kumbakonam College is
Without any provision for the teaching of physicalland natural
scienceg.Prior to the year 1881-82,only one of the three op!ional
Subjects,then presdribéd for the B.A.degree.Examination,usei'to'oe
b 3ht, viz, Mathematics and’ Natural Philosophy,and the two BA,
-9 classes tbgether had only 49 students on the rolls on the 3lst
March 1887 .Logic and Moral Philosophy and Phy51ca1 Scgence were

5 :
1ntroduced earﬂV‘;n-ISBB and 1883 respectively and u? équently
‘fon the 31st

March 1882 and 1883 was 75 and 77 respeotivelx,as agagnst 49 in

1881.@n the introduction of the new curricula for the B.A degree

R
the numbel of students in the two B.A.classes toge‘b

examination in 1886,a new section was opened for the benefit of
those students who wi

\
Ar S + + - 1 119 &+ A [ 3 i i
shed to o%%a uy History and Political Fconomy.

T S ——— . o e DS -

districts,but attracted students f®om the district of Tanjore itself,




Thus from 1886 to 1890 as many as four optional subjects
were taught in the College,viz Mathemdtics,Physics,Mental and
Moral Seience and History,against one,Viz.Mathemaﬂlcs/upAto
1881.This accounts for the fact that the College showed no
signs of decadence during the decade ending with 1891—92; v
In 1890 one of the optional Subjectg,viz-Physios,was abolished
and,consequently/the number ©f students in the B.A.classes
on the 31st March 1890 was only 58 as againSt 74 on thd
correspoading date in 1889.A8 rightly remarked by Mr.
Bilderbeck in his Teport on the College for 1889-90, the
aboldtion of the Science Classes was a. serious blow to the
pfestlge of the college.But this could not be helped The

| appointment of a Professoxr of Phy31cs in the Pre51dency

{ College rendered the abolition of the bcrence‘lectureshlpl

in the Kumbakonam Collega an absolute necessity,on financial

grounds .0f Lhe three subjects which remained Mental and Moral

Sclenee had to be given up in 1897 temporarlly,owlng to the

- i RS W e
e "

.pauc1ty of students taking up Fhat subject,and hence there are

at present only two optional subjects tau;ht,viz;Mathematics

and History.

‘6. The third cause was the introduction of the new scheme

\ relating to the Matriculation Fxamination in 1892,which seriously
affected the strength of the F.A.classes in the Kumbakonam

- College as well as 1n the other colleges in the Presidency.

?.  The fourth cause is the presence'of a large number of

natives of the Tanjore district in the town of Madras who are

,9? - | | in the servlce of Government or are engaged in the learned
= professions.These generally prefer to send their sons 2nd
ﬁ&{{ .V other relations to the Colleges in Madras in order that they
| may avoid the expense of keering up a separate establishment
in their native di;trict.This partly accounts for the large

zl number of Tanjore students in tiie Colleges in'Madras,who
niuJ might. otherwise have attended the Kumbakonam College.

8. from the preceding paragraphs it will be seen, that the
failure of the Kumbalornam College to keep up/its former

reputation as "the Cambridge of bho-Southern’Indiagso far" as

[, LR T . ui Rl - - -
o JRE - e Be dikin e e o s - 2y et LT ol o 5 e

Government and the College staff have no control.I am also inclined
o think that & change whaen has come over public opinion in
Kumbakonam,zihce the days of Mr.Porter and Rao Bahadur Gopala Rau,
anzfgﬁi; e il e R e S
distinguished educationists,the standard by which the work done ln
the College was Jjudged by the residents of Kumbakonam was not so
high as it is now.The present generation who have had the benefit
of Western Culture and yho have received their.education from‘ﬂr.
Porter and Rao Bahadur Gopala Rau,are natﬁrally more eritical in
their estimate of the local College as it is now than in their
estimate of it in the days of their own teachers.I venture to say,
without meaning any disrespect: to the memory of the two former
Principals, that the circumstances which have led to the decline

of the College are such that even they,had they continued in
servlce,woﬁld have failed to keep up the. Tformer sbrength and
reputation of-the inetitution.A

v. The residentt of Kumbalonam say that "their countrymen would
gladly send their.sons to a secular institution in preference to

mission institutiohs" and.request/therefore,that such steps be taken

as may bring the Kumbakonam College up again 1o the position 4t

occupiéd in the past.To this I would only repeat what His Excellency
has alfeady said,viz, that the remedy is in their own hands.If they
really value the Kumbakonam College and the secular educetion they
get there,more than they value the education imparted in mission
institutions, they must make up thelr minds rather to ya& the higher

fees levied in the Kumbakonam College/" in order o secure phe
advantages to which they profess to attach imPOTtance’thanzgéve a :
little money and lose them'As a matter of fact,they prafer to save - {
a little money by sending their .sons to the cheapér mission

institutlons,and allow the College they profess to value SO much .
to decline. 5 | '

10. As regardstheir contention that their district has a special

claim for favourable consideration in the matter of higher |

educaﬁlop,and that "the Kumbakonam College/being the only seculaxr e
College under departmental management for the ﬁhole of the populqgus -'j
tract to the South of Madras-leserves to be kept up in a state of
‘eIflolenoy I would p01nL out that their dlvbrlut receives its dde

share of funds at the disposal of the Bepariment .l would also refer

oy =0 2 1 o S L ) } ~
rovernment to the figures fecor¥gd in the
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Public Instruction,from which Government will see how much

the Kumbakonam College benefits the.people of Tanjore and.

now little it benefits the students belonging to the other -

. : S : 2 :
districts of the Presidency.It therefore rests with the P (189 ) Depa'rtmento -
people of Tanjore to see that the numerical strength and E
the financial condition of the College improve.If this ’ \ n

D Oﬁ N(j“ F :
indifference on the part of the residents of Tanjore to ¥ 4
the welfare of .an inSbitUtion,WhiCh benefits them so much i
oonbinue,Government will hardly be justified in maintaining
the College.From the marginal statement it will be seen that
Net cost ’
ks. the net cost to Government on account k
. - [ &, nb

1891-92 24478 ; ; : of
1892-93 24564 the College during the past seven years
1893-94 27813 _ ;
1894-95 27619 is,on an average,over a quarter of lakh
1895-96 30061 e | Ieau N
1896-91 35600 of rupees per year.It was in view of this 457
1897898 - 21803 :

-

heavy cost and of the limited sphere within
which the usefulness of the College is circumscribed  that T

wrote to some of the influential residents of® XKumbakonam in

1896/inquiring whether any local Committee or body would be

prepared to take over the management.of the institution.The

No. ;

repuly I received was not encouraging,and as Government did not

AT T e et A S S

agree with me in my views regarding the transfer of the

W

Dated 29 — S - Pt

Received
L

langalore College to a local committee, I abandoned the idea

altogether.

Registered

I have the honour to be, B ] 25
. nelosures

S
e copies.

Your most obedient servant, Spar 5 ]7
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