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118
No. v OF 1899.

RESOLUTION. ¢
EpucATioNAL DEPARTMENT.
Dated Allahabad, the 3rd April 1899.

ReAap—
Representations from persons and public bodies interested in edncation expressing dissatisfac-
tion with certain features of the Educational system in these Provinces.
OBsERVATIONS.—For some time past representations have been
made to the Lieutenant-Governor and Chief Commissioner, in some
instances by native gentlemen and in others by local boards, that dis-
satisfaction is felt with certain parts of the existing system of education
in schools. The complaints are briefly the following :—

First.—That the courses in arithmetic prescribed for the junior
classes are too severe, and are calculated to overstrain
the minds of the younger pupils.

Second.—That the teaching of English, as at present carried on,
has the effect of strengthening rather the memory than
the intelligence, and that insufficient attention is given
to English composition and style.

Third.—That examinations are too numerous, and that this
encourages the practice of *“ cramming,” to the injury
of the development of the pupils” minds.

Fourth.—That sufficient discretion and liberty are not allowed to
head masters of schools to promote pupils from class to
class.

2. Sir Antony MacDonnell has during his recent tour made it
his persomal business to trace the course of study in the primary,
middle, and high classes of several schools, with a view to ascertaining
whether there was primd facie a substantial ground for the complaints
above-mentioned ; and it appears to His Honor that the existing state
of things is such as calls for an enquiry and for the consideration of
possible remedies for certain evils.

3. 1In regard to the first complaint, the Lieutenant-Governor and
Chief Commissioner has seen reason to think that, more especially
in the primary classes (I to IV), the children are called upon fto learn
too much, and that the more complex arithmetical rules which they
now have to learn might with advantage be postponed till they pass
beyond the upper primary stage.

4. The complaint regarding the teaching of English is well

| gfounded. The evil referred to arises in great measure from the general

use of “keys” and such unrecognised aids to the study of the
language. The use of keys has long been expressly forbidden by the
rules of the Education Department, but the prohibition has been
quite ineffectual, and His Honor is informed that, so far from observing
and enforcing the rule, many schoolmasters actually encourage the
use of keys and books designed simply to assist ““ cramming.” In some
cases, indeed, they are believed to write such books themselves and to
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The Upper or English Middle examination, which comes at the
end of the upper middle course, gives certificates which qualify for the
public service, and marks the completion of about half the course
between the commencement of learning English and entrance to the
University. There appears to the Lieutenant-Governor, as at present
advised, to be considerable force in the arguments in favour of retaining
this examination.

There can of course be no interference with the Entrance and
School Final, as these are in the nature of University Matriculation
examinations, while they also qualify for admission to some branches
of the public service.

6. Besides these departmental examinations, there are school
examinations conducted by the head masters at the end of the alter-
nate or intermediate years. The necessity or advantage of retaining
any such examination calls, in His Honor’s judgment, for serious
enquiry and consideration.

7. The last head of complaintis that clever children are detained
too long in classes in which they can derive no advantage. At the pre-
sent time the rule (it is understood) is that promotion from class to
class is given under the orders of the Inspectors, Promotions are
sometimes allowed, notwithstanding the pupil’s failure to pass at the
periodical examination, and the system does not forbid occasional double
promotions of clever boys. Sir Antony MacDonnell, however, thinks
that more discretion might be given to head masters of schools, who
should be allowed to promote within the year from class to class, report-
ing to the Inspector the boy’s name with the special reasons for the
promotion. The Inspector could then, at the annual inspection of the
school, satisfy himself that the discretion had been properly exercised,
and if this were not the case, could cancel the promotion.

8. Other matters of importance have been brought to the notice
of the Lieutenant-Governor and Chief Commissioner, such as the
objections to the introduction of the preparatory or kindergarten
classes numbered XI and XII into these schools; the necessity of
giving fuller instruction in the Vernacular languages (Hindi and
Urdu) in the fifth and sixth classes, and removing the .classical
languages from the list of subjects taught in these classes; the aboli-
tion of instruction in the Vernaculars in the seventh and eighth classes,
and ‘the introduction or commencement of instruction in the classical
languages in these classes ; and the length of the school day.

On the first point, namely, the retention of children in the pre-
paratory classes for two Years, there is considerable adverse feeling, and
as children begin the alphabet and read the primer in the tenth class,
the necessity for the retention of the preparatory classes calls for
Jjustification.

As at present advised, the Lieutenant-Governor is disposed to
think that insufficient attention is bestowed on the Vernacular lan-
guages in the fifth and sixth classes, while instruction in the classical
languages is begun too soon. On the other hand, there are reasons for
fearing that the study of the oriental classical languages in the seventh
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and eighth classes suffers from the bestowal of attention on an
unnecessarily large number of subjects. The question is one which
calls for careful consideration. '

It is understood that the prescribed length of the school day is five
hours, and that in the lower primary classes it is, in most schools,
restricted to three hours. These hours do not appear excessive, but
it is advisable to enquire whether there is any ground for complaint
in connection with this subject.

9. The above are the several matters on which dissatisfaction
has been expressed to the Lieutenant-Governor and Chief Commis-
sioner. His Honor thinks that the best way of threshing them out,
and considering what modifications, if any, of existing rules are neces-
sary, will be to commit the examination of these complaints and the
suggestion of remedies to a Committee which will represent not only
the views of the Education Department, but those of the managers
«of private schools, and also independent opinion of members of the
public.

ResovLurioN.—The Lieutenant-Governor and Chief Commissioner
accordingly directs that a Committee be appointed to consider the
points noticed above, which shall consist of the following gentle-
men :— .

Mr. D. T. Roberts, Officiating Junior Member, Board
of Revenue o President.

“Mr. F. W. Brownrigg, I1.C.S. )
Revd. George H. Westcott, M. A. -
»» Ceesar A, R. Janvier, M.A.
Mr. C. F. De la Fosse, M.A. ...
» Marlborough Crosse, M.A. o Members.
Bibu Gyanendra Nath Chakrabarti, M. A. :
Maulvi Mushtak Husain
Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, M.A.
Bébu Ramananda Chatterji ... w5

Mr. De la Fosse will act as Secretary to the Committes, which is em-
powered to call for papers from the Educational Department and to
invite such witnesses as it may please to give evidence before it.

The Committee will consider the various points noticed in the preced-
ing paragraphs, will pass in review the entire gradation of classes and
the subjects and scheme of instruction in Vernacular and English
schools, and will report their conclusions to Government. It would be
well if these conclusions were cast into the form of amendments to
the present rules of the Education Department, should the Committee
be of opinion that the existing rules require amendment in any way.
The Committee should meet as early as possible at Allahabad, and it is
hoped that it will eomplete its sittings within the eurrent month of
April. Separate orders will be issued for defraying the travelling
and other expenses of non-official members of the Committee, and

of non-official witnesses whose attendance from a distance the Com-
mittee may invite,

(s

OrpERED that copy be forwarded to the Director of Public In-
struction, and to the Accountant-General, North-Western Provinces and
Oudh, and to all members of the Committee, for information.

By order, &ec.,
L. M. THORNTON,

Secy. to Govt., N.-W. P. and Qudh.
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Report of the Committee appointed under Government Resolution No,

Educational Department, dated the 3rd April 1899.
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Or the members named in the Resolution Maulvi Mushtak Husain was
unable to attend any of the meetings. The Committee assembled on the 13th April
and held eight consecutive meetings, and a final meeting on the 28th April, at which
five members were present to consider the draft report. Opinions were called for and
received from the Principals, School Managers, Head Masters, and others named in
Appendix A. Three compilers of keys to text books were examined orally, and
the various codes, &c., enumerated in the appendix were consulted, and a number
of text books and keys to text books were examined.

2. The Committee from the first was unanimously of opinion that the com-
plaints summarized under four heads in the first paragraph of the Resolution were
well founded, and its discussions were mainly directed to the suggestion and formul-
ation of practical remedies.

3. The course of Avithmetic in Anglo- Vernacular Schools—This is the first
head of complaint, and was discussed by the Committee not only with regard to the
difficulty of the course in itself, but also-n its relation to the other subjects of the
school course. The Committee agreed that the course of arithmetic should be: con-
siderably lightened in the lower classes “and more uniformly graduated. At pre-
sent in classes V and VI no new rule of arithmetic is taught, but the greater part
of the previous course is revised in English. The Committee propose to postpone
revision in English to classes VII and VIII. The present system is objectionable
as being neither a good way of teaching arithmetic nor of teaching English.
When the pupils have acquired a good, knowledge of English, then the revision of
arithmetic in that language will be a comparatively easy matter, but until then the
effort to master arithmetic through the medium of a foreign language is a mere
retardation of progress and an unnecessary strain on the pupil. By postponing
revision in English to a higher class the course in the lower classes can be easily
lightened, and the more advanced subjects taught in classes V and VI.

4. These remarks do not apply to the use of English figures, which is com-
menced in class IIT, and should quite properly commence there.

5. The Committee’s proposal in the main is to postpone practice, simple and
compound interest, and discount to classes V and VI, but the exact graduation
proposed is shown in the amended curriculum which forms Appendix II of this
report. . In view of the fact that the Committee proposes to lighten the school
courses in other respects as well as in arithmetic, they are of opinion that the course
in arithmetic now proposed is not too difficult. One member of the Committee,
however, (Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya) would lighten the course still further in
the lower class, and his suggestions are noted on the amended curriculum,

6. Similar modifications have also been proposed in the course for vernacular
schools, and the details are given along with the other suggested amendments pro-
Posed in the curriculum for vernacular schools, and explained in paragraph 49.

7. The other three heads of complaint are iﬁtimately connected with each
other. The inefficient teaching of English is, in part at least, ascribable to~
“eramming ”’ for examinations, and the consequent use, or rather the abuse, of
keys; and closely associated with both the above is the complaint that promotions
from section to section depend upon the passing of public examinations and not . -
upon the discretion of Head Masters. These complaints therefore concern different
aspects of the same thing, and amount to the charge that the present system tends
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to encourage inefficient teaching, and the substitution of cram ” for honest work
and sound education,

8. The causes of this unsatisfactory state of things may be summed up under
the following heads : —

(1) Inefficiency of teachers, especially in the lower classes.
(2) Too many public examinations.
(3) Difficulty and unsuitability in certain respects of the prescribed curriculum.

These defects lead directly to cramming and the use of keys,

9. The keys.—Ample evidence of the prevalence of key-making is to be found in
the statements of the key-makers themselves, which are attached to the fourth day’s
proceedings of the Committee. The business of compilation is generally taken up
by teachers, and it would seem from the evidence of one witness that key-making has
even been adopted as a profession. The fact that no less than six geries of keys
are known already to have been compiled to Macmillan’s primer and new English
readers for the North-Western Provinces and Oudh, which have only been in use
for a couple of months, speaks for itself. That key-making is a lucrative occupa-
tion is evidenced by all three witnesses, and so profitable is key-publishing that there
are two firms who make it their sole business. From the quarterly lists of pub-
lications of the North-Western Provinces it may be seen that not only are keys
numerous, but that they frequently run to larger editions than other publications
In fact, it has been established to the satisfaction of the Committee that both teacher;
and students generally rely upon keys in the preparation of lessons, and that the
evil of key-making has been alarmingly on the increase during the past few years.

10. The Committee, while recognising the distinetion between keys and logiti-
mate notes and vocabularies, was unable to lay down any definition of the on: as
distinet from the other., They therefore thought it advisable, when suggestinge g
remedy for the abuse of keys, to recommend that the Education Departme:t shozld
be left to judge in each particular case whether a book containing notes or alds t
a prescribed text book was suitable for use in schools. e

11. The keys in present use were found by the Committee open to the furthe
objection of untrustworthiness and inaccuracy in various respects, so that what .
learnt from them is incorrectly learns, It must be admitted, howeve; that in gene l;
they are quite up to the standard of knowledge of the teachers using: them g

. 12. The standing prohibition of th
/paragraph 82 of the Manual of General O

[ be more strongly worded and made applic
. Government schools.

e use of keys in schools is contained in
rders of the Department, It might well

13; Inefficiency of teachers in the lower classes.—One of the chief causes of
cramming is the inefficiency in almost all Anglo-vernacular schools of the lower
class teachers. As the salaries paid to these men range on the average from Rs. 10
a month to Rs. 20, and, generally speaking, do not exceed for teachers of the prepa-
ratory lower primary, and semetimes the upper primary, section Rs. 15 g month,
only men of inferior education are obtainable, Although it is as difficnlt to teach
junior classes as higher, and special qualifications are required for the suceessful

- handling of little boys, it is the usual custom in schools to place the lowest classes
in the hands of the least efficient teachers. Such men are either inexperienced or
have proved themselves unable to teach more advanced classes, and are often of very
meagre attainments. They are therefore compelled to resort to the use . of keys in
teaching their class. Astonishing as it may seem it is admittedly a fact that many
of them cannot even teach the English primer without the help of a key.

14.  Too many public examinations.—The necessity of passing a public exam-
ination to qualify for promotion to the next higher standard in the school course

e 3.)

undoubtedly leads to cramming. Instead of preparing their students by a steady
and continuous course of study, directed to turning them out, at the end of their
school career, young men well grounded in the different subjects of the curriculum,
the teachers look rather to preparing them to pass certain standards at fixed inter-
vals, and direct their teaching wholly to that end. For the purposes of examina-
tions keys are believed to answer better than thorough and systematic teaching,
and there are sufficient grounds for asserting that for this reason teachers, so far
from discouraging the use of keys, actually recommend them to their students; and

, in no other way can the extensive sale of keys be explained.

15. The evils of frequent public examinations are of course much intensified
if the prescribed course is in any degree too hard for the average boy to get through
within the year, or is beyond the capacity of the teacher.

16. Promotions to a higher class mainly depend upon the results of the examin-
ations ; so.also do the prospects of the teachers, and in aided schools the sectional
grant. It is therefore no matter for surprise if every effort is made and every
means used to pass as many boys as possible without regard to the undue strain put
upon the boys, and to the detriment of sound education,

17. The Lower Middle and Upper Middle examinations are written examin-
ations, and a further objection to them is the difficulty of obtaining properly qualified
examiners so as to secure a fair and uniform test. As Mr. de la Fosse observes in
his note attached to the proceedings of the eighth day : “ The examiners are necessa-
rily paid very small fees for looking over papers, and it is a common complaint that
the standard of marking adopted by different examiners varies considerably. From
the unaccountable variations of the percentages of passes in different districts, I am
inclined to think that the results are not always reliable. When the rate of remu-
neration paid is low, the qualifications of examiners are naturally not the highest.
But to correct and mark judiciously in one examination is as difficult as in
another.”

18. On this point the observations of Mr. Venis may also be quoted : “ Quite
apart from the general question as to the utility of examinations, it seems to me
doubtful whether in these Provinces the class of teachers and other persons from
which the selection of the necessarily large staff of examiners could be made: would
furnish sufficiently good material ; and I fear that the remuneration offered would
be insufficient to attract examiners qualified in every respect.”

19.  Further considerations affecting the question of reducing the number of

examinations will be dealt with later on in this report when the present system is
considered in more detail,

20. Difficulty and unsuitability in certain respects of the prescribed curricu-
lum.—The Committee after a review of the curriculum are of opinion that in
general too much is attempted in too short a time. Arithmetic has already been
referred to, and detailed proposals are given later on in this report with respect to
other subjects. The attempt to get through the whole course within the year is
fatal to thoroughness and efficiency of teaching. Not only are there in some
classes too many subjects, but the course prescribed in some is too difficult or too
long. The memoranda submitted by Managers of schools and Head Masters
bear out the view that the present course, in consequence of its length and diffi-

culty, encourages teachers and students to resort to keys in the preparation of
lessons.

21. The course for class VI may be cited in exemplification of the fact that

- too many subjects are prescribed for some classes in the curriculum. The boys
of class VI will ordinarily be about thirteen years of age ; yet they are required
to study an English reader, a historical reader, a vernacular reader, geography,
arithmetic, and Euclid, and one of the following alternative subjects,—Persian,




e

Sanskrit, Arabie, drawing, and science,—and to pass a written examination in
them all.

22. One of the causes of cramming, and not the least important, is the
existence of too many subjects in the school course. Head Masters and Managers
are unanimous in their opinion that a reduction in the number of subjects taught
is urgently necessary. The school working day of five hours in the cold season
and four in the hot is not long enough for the teaching of so many subjects. It is
not desirable to lengthen the hours of teaching, and it is therefore their opinion,
in which the Committee unanimously concurs, that the number of subjects should
be reduced. As some of the subjects seem to the Committee unsuitable, or unsuited
to the classes for which they are prescribed, the Committee has the less compunec-
tion in recommending their being struck out of the curriculum or put into the
courses of higher classes,

23. In the Committee’s opinion, if the time at the disposal of teachers and
students in class were devoted to a shorter and simpler course of study, one of the
chief incentives to cramming would be removed.

24, The Committee does not think it necessary to enlarge further on the
defects of the present system and the necessity for reform. Abundant exemplifi-
cation and proof of these defects will be found in the notes and memoranda attached
to the report, which, with much variety of expression and illustration, are prac-
tically unanimous in their description of the evils which exist and of the direction
which reform should take. This report will therefore proceed to deal with the
practical remedies considered and approved by the Committee. :

) 25.‘ Improvement of the teaching staff.—With the increase in the number of
University graduates who take up -teaching as a profession, the standard of know-
}edg‘e among teachers will gradually be raised. The importance of regular train-
Mg noticed in the Resolution, and the Government has in hand measures for
effe'ctmg great improvements in this respect. There remains the question of salaries,
which involves financial considerations with which the Committee are unable to
deal, and which they can only bring to the notice of Government.

26. Ezraminations—The departmental examinations preseribed for Anglo-
vernacular schools at present are—

The Lower Primary,
The Upper ,,

The Lower Anglo-Vernacular Middle.
The Upper ” o

The Entrance or School Final,

27. :l‘here is such a general consensus of opinion against the retention of the
Upper Primary and Lower Anglo-Vernacular Middle examinations, as being open
to all the objections that can be urged against public examinations without any
corresponding advantage, that the Committee unanimously recommends their
abolition and deems it unnecessary to discuss them at length.

28. With respect to the Lower Primary, the opinions of the Committee were
not s? unanimous. The object of this examination is to ensure that boys, before com-
mencing the study of English, have received a sufficient grounding in arithmetic
and the vernacular,

The majority of the members were in favour of abolishing the examination
and allowing full liberty to Head Masters to promote boys into the higher section
88 8001 ‘a8 they were found fit. They were of opinion that the evils of a public
examination for such little boys altogether outweigh any advantages resulting
from 1t The excitement of the examination and the strain of preparation for it
are alike equally injurious to boys of eight years of age, which is the average age
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of boys of this class. And they considered that it was an unnecessary interference
with the responsibility of Head Masters, who must be supposed duly qualified to
test the fitness of boys for entering this class. Three members (Mr. Crosse, Mr.
de la Fosse, Bibu Gyanendra Chakrabarti), while agreeing generally with the views
expressed by the majority, were doubtful whether the object with which the exam-
ination was imposed could be secured in any other way. In their opinion the
alternative method proposed, namely, to require IHead Masters to certify to a boy’s
fitness for promotion, would not in all cases secure the desired object.

29. The Upper Middle examination is one of the tests for entrance into the
public service. The Committee was unanimously of epinion that the Entrance or
School Final examination should be the qualifying tests for Government service,
for all posts in which a knowledge of English is required. The reasons for this
opinion are twofold. First, there is an abundance of candidates for the public
service who have passed the Entrance or School Final, and there is no longer any
necessity for accepting a lower qualification; and secondly, the age at which boys
pass this examination is too low to admit of their early employment. The exam-
ination is therefore not a suitable test in itself, and to the extent to which it is re-
garded as a final examination and the completion of the educational course it tends
to debase the educational standard of the Provinces.

30. On the supposition that this examination would be abolished as a qualifica-
tion for the public service, the Committee discussed the question of its retention
on purely educational grounds. The members were almost equally divided for and
against. Notes on the subject drawn up by several members will be found
appended to the proceedings of the eighth meeting, and give in detail the arguments
on each side. The chief objections urged against it are that it encourages cramming
to a greater extent than any other examination, owing to the difficulty which can-
didates feel in expressing their ideas in intelligible English ; that the results of the
examination are unreliable owing to the difficulty of obtaining competent examiners ;
and that its popularity is mainly due to its being an avenue to employment in the
public service, In Bengal boys belonging to high schools do not goin for this

examination.

31. Infavour of it may be urged that, if other examinations are abolished,
this should be retained to test the results of the preceding school course, to keep
schools up to a common standard, and to prepare boys for the strain of the Entrance
examination. It is also pointed out that some schools only teach,up to the middle
standard, and this examination is necessary as a final test.

32. The members in favour of its abolition were the President, Mr. Brown-
rigg, Mr. de la Fosse, Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, and Bibu Ramanand Chat-
terji, and for its retention Mr. Crosse, Bibu Gryanendra Nath Chakrabarti, the Revd.
Mr. Janvier, and the Revd. Mr, Westcott. ;

33. The alternative of retaining it as a scholarship examination was discussed,
but, owing to the difficulty of meeting in this case the incidental expenses of it, the
Committec abandoned the idea as impracticable. The Revd. Mr. Westcott was in
favour of substituting a Middle Class examination a year earlier in the course, so
as to make a three-year course for preparation for the Entrance or School Final.

34. Since the Committee was unanimously in favour of abolishing the Upper
Primary and Lower Middle examinations, and the majority of its members were in
favour of abolishing the Lower Primary and Upper Middle examinations also, it
passed on from this subject to the means of safeguarding, in the absence of depart-
mental examinations, uniformity of standards in schools.

35. With respect to the lower primary standard, classes I and II, the Com-
mittee propose to leave full discretion as to promotion with Head Masters; that is,
they may give double promotions or promotion from class to class during the
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school year, according as they think it. Two members of the Committee would
extend this privilege up to class IV, but the majority of the Committee did not
agree with this, thinking it advisable to restrict the concession to the purely ver-
nacular classes. The Committee was of opinion that the discretion in regard to pro-
motion might be granted up to class IT without much risk of its abuse; and thought
also that the present system of promotions was too stringent, and that under it
clever boys were likely to be unnecessarily kept back in their studies.

36. With respect to class ITT, if the recommendation of the Committee that
the Lower Primary examination be abolished is accepted, then it would suggest in
its place that discretion be given to Head Masters to admit or promote boys to this
class, and, to guard against improper promotions, that Head Masters should be
required to certify to a boy’s fitness. Cases in which at the school inspection it is
found that this condition of fitness has not been properly observed might fairly be
treated as a ground, in aided schools, for withdrawal or diminu

tion of the grant,
and in recognised schools for withdrawal of the recognition.

37. With regard to class IV and upwards, supposing the departmental
examinations to be abolished, sufficient discretion, in the opinion of the Committee,
is already allowed to Head Masters in the promotion of boys, as exceptional promeo-

tion can always be given with the sanction of the Inspector, a sanction which is not
likely to be withheld except for very good reasons,

38. The Committee further recommends that Head Masters should be allowed
to degrade boys with the sanction of the Inspector.

39. Shortly, then, the Committee recommend the abolition of the departmental
examinations, though not unanimously in the case of the Lower Primary and the
Upper Middle, and would substitute in their place ‘extended discretionary power of
promotion in the lower classes, and in the higher a return to the system in force
before departmental examinations were instituted for every standard; i.e., that
promotions should be given annually on the result of the examination held at the
close of the school year by the Head Master, and that in the case of exceptionally
clever or forward boys promotion with the Inspector’s sanction may be given at
any time during the year. The Committes does not recommend the abolition of
the annual school examination, as it considers that the results of teaching in the
case of individual boys cannot be ascertained until those results have been tested by

examination. No complaints against the system of annual examinations by Head
Masters for promctions are known to the Committee,

and the objections raised to
departmental examinations do not apply.

40. The examinations prescribed for vernacular schools are—

The Lower Middle, and

The annual centre examinations for the pre

paratory section second year class,
and elasses I, IT, IIT, IV, and V,

The Committee sees no resson to recommend the abolition of the Lower
Middle examination, nor the discontinuance of the centre examinations of classes
ITand IV, asitis of opinion that, taking into consideration the class from which
vernacular school teachers are recruited and the low rate of salaries paid to
“them, it would not be desirable to allow to them the same discretion in the matter
of promotions as to Head Masters of Anglo-vernacular schools.

At the same time it learns with satisfaction that the Director of Public Instrue-
tion has under contemplation to abolish the centre examinations of the intervening
classes—a reform which seems to the Committee eminently desirable. The present
practico of crowding together a large number of boys from different schools,
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for examination on a single day, makes it impossible for the inspecting officers to
(i}
test the knowledge of individual boys thoroughly.

41. Reform of the school curriculum in Anglo-vernacular scla.ools. The curri-
culum prescribed for the session beginning March 1st, 1899, contains—

i -year course.
(1) Preparatory section s 2-year cou

(2) Lower Primary section—

Class sl ud e Al i
L5 g S - -
(3) Upper Primary—
@lass 11 11 o
w2t T BN ¥
(4) Lower Middle section—
Claps:qy Ve i "
s VoL -
(5) Upper Middle section— ‘
Class VII... }2 .
v NI et : ol
(6) High section—
Classes IX and X Ak SR »
Total el s

49, Tt will appear that the full course is twelve years, and that a boy cnteru;g
school at 6 years of age and advancing a class every year, Wlizlch Tanfy b:is gz;l(lml X
7 f age before he could enter for the
be unable to do, would be 18 years of ag - - Py
i inati So long a course is generally condemne
Final or Entrance examination. g ; A
jecti it can be met (‘@) by abridgment o prep
anecessary. The objections to 1 ‘
jc"ory sectio§n (b) by reduction in the amount of work to be got through in the
; , . - .
classes, and (¢) by a larger discretion in promotions.

43. Preparatory section—The Committee (}i&fcussed t?e question of St;:e ;.fet:llll;
tion of this section and were unanimously of opinion that it was a ie;:zsth eyschool
teaching of boys is to be taken in hand frczm the very commenc.emexi by o I:
and if they are not to be compelled to acqu’;: elsewhere 121; 11;'}111;]31;)1:; ::zt i

ifying for admission into class L. e reason w :
:lv::l;fg’:iicessary before 1896 is that until that year alphabets, b(;chfliighsisz;ii
Urdu, were commenced in class X (which corres.ponded to. c};.;ss ﬂ(:e cuilgculum
course), as mentioned in the Governr;:entf%;so(l}utw: n;mI:;: :Eat A5
was changed in order to meet the wishes of the Gove ‘ sta:dard e
be taught before a boy had passed throuigh the lower pnm;r{i o Y
cular. The Committee propose that this should not be called a yd. W

i uld be sub-divided into courses A and B, corresponding to ¢

gxl':; :sztlzélc:o:}clloyears of the curriculum. .It sh?uld .be left. eutlrely'foll)ltlonal ‘:121(1)
the Head Master how long a boy should be kept in this sec.tlon, and 11 e COX.‘fl

school sufficiently prepared, he may be entered at once into the Mower primary
section. The extended discretion that should be allowed to' H?ad “ast‘e‘:-s ;n 111)1‘0-
motions has been already explained under the head ¢ Examinations. 1:) these
modifications and with the modifications in the school courses to be now
detailed, the Committee is of opinion that a boy of good z.werag,wj ](;apamty,
entering school at 6 years, should be able to pass the School Final ]:1 ntraxlllce
in 10 years, and this they do not consi(.ler too long. A mor.e than Ifsuz;l y
smart boy would get through in less time by gettmg promotions ﬁme t ar;
once a year. But in order to discourage a possible abuse by Head Masters o
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the extended discretion allowed to them, and to remove the temptation to push
on clever boys too fast, the Committee recommends that a minimum age of 15
should be fixed by the University for admission to the School Final and Entrance
examinations. Several members of the Committee were in favour of raising the
minimum to 16 years, which is the minimum in the London University.

44, Amendments proposed in the school courses :—
PREPARATORY SECTION,
The Committee would leave this as it stands.
Lower Primary SrcrioN, Crass I.

Arithmetic should be reduced by omitting weights and measures, and mental
arithmetic by teaching fractional tables up to 20 only.

Geography should be omitted altogether from this class. The Committee con-
siders it advisable at this stage to confine the attention of boys to the three “R’s.”

Lower Primary Secrion, Crass IL

Avrithmetic should be lightened by the omission of H.C.F.and L.C.M.;
fractional tables up to 40 may be introduced.

Qeography.—The course prescribed in class I may be introduced here with the
addition of “ Map of the distriet.”

Urrer Primary SecrioN, Crass IIT.

From the English course the Committee propose to omit “to read vernacular
sentences written in Roman character.”” This appears to be the relic of a time
when it was contemplated that Roman might possibly oust the Persian character.
The Committee’s resolution on the subject is as follows :——

“That Roman-Urdu is unsuitable for such little boys as gemerally read
in this class. Owing to the difference in the sounds of vowels and
consonants in English and the vernacular, the English pronunciation
of boys is apt to suffer from learning this subject, and as Roman-Urdu
is not pursued further, its utility does not seem manifest.”

It mhy also be noted that by Resolution No. mg_ifm), dated 27th July 1896,

the Government, after considering a report on the subject, definitely declined *to
permit the introduction of Roman-Urdu into public offices in these Provinces.”

Tn this class there should be no home lessons to write up in English, as that
inevitably means using keys. Construction i¢n class of simple English sentences
based upon the vocabulary of the lesson, and translation from vernacular into
English of sentences based upon the same vocabulary, should be begun in this class,

The Committee (Mr. Crosse dissenting) considered Macmillan’s primer (lately
prescribed) to be unsuitable, because the English vocabulary is much too extensive
(over 900 words), and is compiled on a wrong principle, namely, that the words
used have been selected from similarity of sound without regard to association of
meaning or of use. This method of selection greatly adds to the difficulty of the
learner, who has to acquire separately and remember separately the meaning of
every sentence, and receives little aid from association of ideas. The exercises for
translation from vernacular into English are frequently of such a character as to
involve an effort of composition in a foreign language beyond the average ability
of beginners. Keys have been prepared for this primer in which every English
and vernacular word and sentence is translated ; and that there should be any demand
for a key to such an elementary work is evidence that even the teachers find it
difficult. In support of the primer it was stated that rhyming and like sounding
words were selected in order to give practice in pronunciation. (See lesson 25.
There are 35 new words in the vocabulary. There are between 50 and 60 words
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used in the English sentence. The last sentence in vernacular is “ Ham wakt par
pahunchne chahte hain.”’  But almost any lesson may be taken as an example of the

Committee’s objection.)
Tn Avithmetic, the Committee would omit practice and bring in H. C. F, and
L. C. M.

In Geography, the Committee propose substituting North-Western Provinces
and Oudh in place of the present course.

One member of the Committee (Mr. Brownrigg) objected to beginning Eng-
lish at all in this class, and would postpone the commencement of it to class V.

Crass IV.

English.—The Committee would omit Home Lessons from a Manual of Collo-
quial Phrases, and substitute composition and translation in class. Experience has
shown that the teaching of colloquial phrases in this classis of little or no use,
partly on account of the inforior mature of the phrase books available, but more
especially because it teaches boys to rely upon their memories instead of developing
their constructive ability. In practice the phrases are got off by rote.

Arithmetic—Simple and compound interest are ‘proposed for omission, and

recurring decimals for introduction.

Geography.—The course provided in class III is recommended in substitution
for that prescribed in this class.

Lower MippLe SectioN, Crass V.

English.—The manual of colloquial phrases should be omitted as in class IV

for the same reasons, and composition and translation exercises in class substituted.

Arithmetic.—Omit revision in English for the reasons given in paragraph 3.

Introduce practice and simple interest.

Geography.—The Committee would substitute Outlines of Asia from the Map,
and India as in Hill’s First Book of Geography.

In this class are introduced as alternative subjects, one of which must be taken
up,—

Persian. . Drawing.
Sanskrit. L Science.

The majority of the Committee (the President and Mr. de la Fosse dissenting)
were of opinion that the study of the classical languages should be put off to class
VI, on the grounds that this would give more time to the study of the vernacular
in class V ; that boys who will ordinarily not be more than 12 years of age, i.md
may be less, should not be learning three 1anguages at one time ; and that the t1fne
at the dispusal of the teachers is too short to teach a classical language along with
the vernacular in this class. The dissentients considered that with respec-t to
Persian the change should not be made without better information as to the views
of Muhammadan instructors and the Muhammadan community, and they did nf)t
agree that, by combining the study of Persian with the study of .Ux.'du, progress in
Urdu would be delayed, but rather the contrary. The written opinions received by
the Committee scarcely touch upon this question. The only person Who has dea}t
with it is Mr. Venis, Principal of Queen’s College, Benares, and also of the Sanskrit
College, to whose remarks on the subject attention is invited.

If the classical languages are struck out of this class, it follows, and was

agreed to, that drawing and science should be struck out also.
Crass VI

English—The Committee would lighten the course in this class by striking
out Longman’s “ Ship ” historical reader. Regarded in the light of an English
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reader, it is too easy for this class, and as history it is an unsuitable subject, as the
boys are not required to take up English history until they have passed through
the middle standard into the high section.

As in the two previous classes, the Committee would substitute composition and
translation in class for home lessons.

Three members of the Committee (Mr. Brownrigg, the Revd. Mr. Westcott,
and the Revd. Mr. Janvier) were in favour of striking out the recitation of passages
to be committed to memory, as they considered that with the present staff of teachers
it only led to a vicious pronunciation.

Avrithmetic.—The Committee would omit revision in English and introduce
compound interest, present worth, and discount.

Mathematics.—The Committee would strike out the twelve propositions of Euclid
prescribed for this class. It is generally admitted that the attempt to teach it in
this class is a failure, and the amount of Euclid prescribed for the Middle exam-
ination is not too much for a two-year course.

Of the alternative subjects the Committee would omit science on the ground
that it is too difficult. Mr. Crosse, conceding that the language of the text book was
too difficult, considered that the practical working of the exercise was not so. Other
members thought that the conceptions involved were also too advanced for this class,

Urrer MippLE SkcrioN, Crasses VII axp VIIL

English.—The Committee considered that the amount prescribed in the Liter-
ary course for each year should be shortened by one-third. One member (Mr
Crosse) only concurred on the condition that the vernacular was made an optionai
subject. i

Avrithinetic—Revision in English should be undertaken
in this section. Percentages and proportional. parts and

Mathematics. square measure should be added.

Algebra.—The Committee would add simple equations
(_not involving fractions and not including problems,

History.—The text book of history was found by the Committee to be
unsuitable, and it understands that the substitution of a suitable book is under con-
sideration by the Text Book Committee.

Sanitation.—The Committee proposes that this subject be struck out.  There
would be more real advantage gained if the substance of the lessons in the primer
were incorporated in vernacular readers. 1

The necessity of shortening the course by the omission of some subject is also
a reason for excising this book.

In this place there has to be discussed the important question of bifurcation of
studies, so as to divide students into two classes according as they are preparing for
the School Final or the Entrance examination, corresponding to the modern and
classical sides in English public schools.

The first point for consideration is the reduction of the compulsory subjects
from four to three by adding vernacular to the alternative subjects. This will
enable teachers to give more time to the teaching of the classical languages.
The alternative subjects would then be divided into A and B courses, thus :—

(A) Classical (one of the following) :—
Persian, |  Sanskrit,

Arabic.

(B) Modern (one of the following) :—

Vernacular, with Science or Drawing,

)
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On the principle of this bifurcation of studies the Committee were unanimously
agreed. But three members of the Committee (the Revd. Mr. Janvier, the Revd.
Mr. Westcott, and Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya) coupled their assent with
this condition that boys taking up a classical language should be required to
read also a short text book in the vernacular, so that they might acquire
increased facility in the use of the vernacular. The Revd. Mr. Westcott
further wished that the bifurcation should take place at a later stage in the
school course, in order that boys, too young to decide for themselves, should not be
tied down to one course when they might later on show special aptitude for the other.

The Committee was also unanimously in favour of striking book-keeping out
of the course altogether, as heing of little practical use, of no. educational value,
and in comparison with the other alternative subjects too easy.

45. There remains the high section, which is a preparation for the Entrance
and School Final examinations. The Committee regarded the coursein this section
to be beyond the scope of their enquiry.

46. Text books.—The Committee were unanimously agreed that alternative
text books should be allowed in all subjects of study. This concession is already
allowed to a certain extent to all mission schools. The use of alternative text books
would in all probability tend to diminish the inducement to key-making, as the key-
maker could not then calculate to what extent his keys would circulate. But this
reform may be advocated on the more general grounds of policy referred to in the |
Resolution of the Government of India appointing the Education Commission of
1882 (wide paragraph 10), and in various passages of the report of that Commission,
in which it is laid down that the freedom of the managers of private institutions
should not be interfered with, and that a rigid routine of study of a particular set
of text books should not be imposed on all schools.

Tt is necessary, however, that the choice should be limited to such text books
as have been approved by the Text Book Committee, and that Committee might be
directed to recommend suitable alternative courses.

47. Length of the school day —The school day at present is five hours in the
cold and four in the hot weather. The Committee was of opinion that the total
length of the school day is not too great, but that continuous instruction in school
without a break should not extend beyond three hours whenever and wherever

possible.
48. Curriculum for vernacular schools.—In regard to the curriculum for ver-

nacular schools, the Committee did not feel itself competent to pass in review the
text books prescribed for use, as, with the exception of the departmental officers
on the Committee, the members, as a whole, were unfamiliar with the conditions
and requirements of vernacular schools. Moreover, they are informed that the
Text Book Committee is already engaged upon the subject of revision of text books,
and the substitution in some cases of more suitable ones for those now preseribed.
It, however, reviewed the courses prescribed, and suggested certain modifications
and alterations, for reasons similar to those on account of which it recommende’
amendments in the curriculum prescribed for Anglo-vernacular schools. Tk
following were the proposed alterations :—
PrEpARATORY OrAssEs AND LOWER PRIMARY CrLASSES.

As the courses prescribed for vernacular and Anglo-vernacular schools in
these classes are the same, it was recommended that the modifications proposed for
Anglo-vernacular schools should have effect in vernacular schools also (‘vide

amended copies of both curriculums attached to the report).
Crass ITII,—UpPER PRIMARY.

. The courses in arithmetic and geography being the same in this class in both
kinds of schools, the Committee recommended the same modifications as in the

course for Anglo-vernacular schools.
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They further recommended that mensuration be struck out of the course.
Their reason for this was that for boys of this class the subject was of no practical
utility, whilst it unduly lengthened the course. Though boysin vernacular schools
in the upper primary standard can and do work the sums set in mensuration cor-
rectly, they do so merely by rule of thumb, without, in most cases, realizing the
reason for the process, as they are taught no geometry in this section and never
required to make practical application of their knowledge.

Crass IV.— UprPER PRIMARY.

The course in arithmetic recommended for this class was different from that
proposed for the corresponding class in Anglo-vernacular schools. It was—

Simple rule of three, recurring decimals, simple interest, and practice.

It will be seen from a comparison of the curriculum for Anglo-vernacular
schools with that for vernacular schools that the above course is harder than
the one recommended for Anglo-vernacular schools. The reason of this is that
boys in vernacular schools have only one language to study—their own,—and they
can therefore devote more time to arithmetic, Moreover, as class IV is ordinarily
the highest standard to which village schoolboys can possibly attain, it is advisable
that the course should include the practically useful rules of practice and simple
interest. Village schoolboys, too, as a rule, in the upper primary standard at
any rate, are usually older than the boys in the corresponding classes of Anglo-
vernacular schools. It was recommended in this class that mensuration should be
struck out of the course, for the same reasons as in the lower class.

The Committee was unanimously of opinion that rent and revenue law should
not form part of the course of study. The subject is too technical to be properly
understood, and the teachers in vernacular schools, being unable to explain it
intelligently to students, content themselves with requiring that the boys shall
commit the whole of the text book to memory, as well as they can, for the pur-
poses of the annual centre examination. The subject does not admit of treatment
from an educational point of view, and the time devoted to it might be better
spent on other subjects. Its practical utility is a very doubtful point.

MipprLE SEcTION.

The only alteration that the Committee would suggest in the middle course is
to make the course in geography the same as that for class VI of the Anglo-verna-
cular lower middle section.

D."T. ROBERTS, PresipexT,

The 17th dMay 1899. On behaif of the Members of the Committee.
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CURRICULUM FOR ANGLO-VERNACULAR SCHOOLS ~ Committee’s amend- Points of difference.

ts.
FOR THE SESSION BEGINNING MARCH 1st, 1899. ments

PREPARATORY SECTION.

(A TWO-YEAR COURSE.)

Strike out A two-
year course.”

First YEAR. . Strike out—
¢ First year.”

¢ Second year.”
and substitute—

9. Writing.—To copy characters and easy monosyl- F
lables from the book. B.

i ReadMg.——To read simple and double characters at
* sight from a primer in one form of the vernacular.

3. Arithmetic—To write and name figures as far as
100 in any order,and to know the multiplication table up

to 10 % 10 inclusive.

SrcoND YEAR,

X Readiﬂng.—l—To read sentences at sight from the text
book in one form of the vernacular, and to know the mean-

ing of words.
The text books prescribed are—

Urdu.—Reader No. 1, by Muhammad Ismail, Persian
Teacher, Normal School, Agra.

Hindi.—Reader No. 1, by the Literary Institute,
Allahabad, published by the Indian Press,

Allahabad.

(Nore.—Reader No. 1, by Pandit Rama Shankar Misra, publis.hed by
the Chandra Pra.,bha. Press, Benares, may be used as alternative pending the
revision of the Allahabad Literary Institute Series.) ° h

9, Writing.—To copy, and also to write to dictation,
sentences from the text book, in Persian or Nagri characters.

Avrithmetic—(a) On slate.—Notation and numeration.
To work out easy questions in simple addition and-sub-
traction. In addition not more than five lines to be given,
each line to tontain not more than six digits.

(b) Mental.—Multiplication table, not to
exceed 20 x 10.

et

LOWER PRIMARY SECTION.

a8 1.
Crass' L Cra

S - 1. Reading.—To read accurately at sight from the text

book in one form of the vernacular, and to explain the
meanings of words and sentences.
The text books prescribed are— ¥
Urdu.—Resder No. 2, by Muhammad Ismail.
Hindi—Tweader No. 2, by the Literary Institute,

Allahabad.

(Nore.—Reader No. 2, by Pandit Rama Shankar Misra, may be used as

alternative pending the revision of the Allahabad Literary Institute Series.)
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2. Writing.—To wrife sentences to dictation from the

text book in Persian or Nagri characters. Copy books to
be shown.

8. Arithmetic—(a) On slate—The four simple rules.
Addition and subtraction in Indian money, weights, and
measures,

(b) Mental—Fractional tables, not to
be learnt above 40.

4. Geography.—The meaning and use of a map; the
points of the compass ; explanation of simple geographical
terms by reference to a map or diagram. Large scale
maps of the school compound, and of the neighbourhood,
to be drawn by the teachers and fastened to the wall for
use with the class.

Crass II.

1. Reading.—To read accurately at sight from the text
books in one form of the vernacular, and to explain the
meaning of words and sentences.

The text books preseribed are—
Urdu.—Reader No. 3, by Muhammad Ismail.

Hindi—Reader No. 3, by the Literary Institute,
Allahabad.
(Nore.—Reader No. 3, by Pandit Rama Shankar Misra, may be used as
alternative pending the revision of the Allahabad Literary Institute Series.)
2. Writing—To write sentences to dictation from the
text book in Persian or Nagri characters. Copy books to
be shown.

3. Arithmetic.—(a) On slate.—The four compound rules
in Indian money and weights and measures in common use,
with miscellaneous examples ; H. C. F. and L. C, M.

: (b) Mental.—As in Thikur Chandi
Singh’s or Pandit Gauri Shankar’s Mental Arithmetic
Part I1I. :

(Nore.—Scholars should not purchase either of these books, hut
they may be used by the teacher.)

4. Geography.—Of the district and province to be
taught from the map with the help of notes on historical
events, places, &c. Map of the district.

(NorE,—A pupil passing the Lower Primary examination in Read-
ing, Writing, and Arithmetic is qualified for promotion to class ITIL.)

UPPER PRIMARY SECTION.

Crass III.

1. English.—To read from a primer, with correct pro-
nunciation, easy words and sentences, and to give their
meaning in the vernacular; to spell words of not more than
four letters; to read vernacular sentences written in Roman
characters ; copy writing in large hand.

2. Vernacular.—To read at sight from the text books,
and to explain the words and sentences.
Urdu—Reader No, 4, by Muhammad Ismail.

J fc’ndi.—Reader No. 4, by the Literary Institute, Allah-
abad.

(N 'O'rE.—Reader No. 4, by Pandit Rama Shankar Misra, may be used as
alternative pending the revision of the Allahabad Literary Institute Series.)

Committee’s  amend-
' ments.

Arithmetic—As -at
present, omitting
weights and measures.

Mental.—Fractional
tables up to 20.

Geography.—O m it
altogether.

Crass IT.

Arithmetic—O m it
H.C.F.and L. C. M.

Mental.—Fractional
tables up to 40.

Geography.— Substi-
tute the course pre-

seribed in the curri-

Points of difference.

Béibu Ramanan-
da Chatterji and
Pandit Madanr Mo-
han Malaviya
would omit also
addition and sub-
traction of Indian

money, weights£

and measures.

culum for class I, with °

the addition of the map
of the district.

Crass IIT,

English.—The primer
(Macmillan’s) is wun-
suitable.

Omit Roman-Urdu.

Add—Corstructionin
class of simple English
sentences based upon
the vocabulary of the
lesson, and translation
from vernacular into
English of sentences
based upon the same
vocabulary.

Mr. Crosse dis-
sented.

& of equal difficulty with
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To write passages to dictation from ‘fhe text bf)oks, or
from books of equal difficulty, in Persian or Nagri charac-

ters, Copy books td be shown.

3. Arithmetic—Vulgar fractions; Adecimal fractions
(nbn-recurring) ; practice. English figures to be taughl'; anlg
gradually introduced in practice, but the text book shou
not be in English.

__Of India, to be taught from the map with

4. Geography. .
the help of notes on historical events and places; the posi-

tion of the principal towns, and the chief physical. features
to be shown ; also revision of geography learnt in lower

classes.
Crass IV.

1. English—To read with correct. pronuncia.tion a.mi
to translate passages from 2 first English reader ; tolﬁonm-
out nouns, pronouns, and verbs; more advanced spe thli;
copy writing in round hand. For home les.somsh
times a week, lessons from a manual of colloquial phrases.

Copy books to be shown.
9. Vernacular.—(a) To read a
books in one form of the vernacular,

allusions, and sentences.
5, by Muhammad Tsmail.

5, by the Litérary Institute,

t sight from the text
and to explain words,

Urdu.—Reader No.
Hindi—Reader No.

abad. : '
by Pandit Rama Shankar Misra, .
on of the Allahabad Literary Institute

Allah-

may be used
(NOTE.——Reader No. 5, Y

as alternative pending the revisi
Series.)

(b) Grammar, with parts of speech

and etymology of words.

In Hindi the book on grammar
Bhasha Chandrika, by Pandit Narayan
Queen’s College, Benares.

In Urdu the following tex® books

approved for use is
Shastri Patvardhan,

on grammar are

approved :—

ul-Qawaid, Part 1, or ‘Qauwaid-i-
I, by Mirza Nisar Ali Beg,
Ahmad Ashraf; or Quuwaid-i-
Munshi Muhammad Ahsan,
revised by Sheikh Ahmad Ashraf, and published
by Bibu Ram Narain Lal, Katra, Allahabad.

Writing.—To write passages to dictation f.ro.m a book
the text book, or an original letter

on some ordinary topic, in Persian or Nagri characters.

3 Aritlmwtic'.——Rule of three; simple and compound
: English figures to be used.

MacMillan’s Zashil-
Urdu, Part 11
revised by Sheikh
Urdu, Part IV, by

interest ; discount.

Committee’s amend-
ments.

Arithmetic—Put in
H.C. F. and L. C. M.
Omit practice.

Geography.—North -
‘Western Provinces and
Oudh to be taught in
place of the present
course.

Crass IV,

English.—R eader
No. I approved.

Omit colloquial
phrases from a manual,
and substitute composi-
tion and translation as

in class IIL.

Apithmetic—Put in
simple and double rule
of three and recurring
decimals.

Points of difference.

Pandit Madan
Mohan Malaviya
would omit deci-
mals.

Mr. Brownrigg
dissented from the
course teaching
English  before
class V. 4

Pandit Madan
Mohan Malaviya
would have deci-
mals and simple
rule of three only.

Omit simple and com-

pound interest and dis-
count.
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4. Geography.—Map of the world, with special reference
to Asia and Europe; the physical features, countries, and
chief towns to be pointed out on a blank map. To be
taught by means of notes on historical events, places, &e.
Revision. i

The outline maps (coast line only) of Philips’ series of
half-penny coloured maps may be used.

(NorE.—A pupil passing the Upper Primary examination in English,
Vernacular, and Arithmetic is qualified for promotion to class V.)

LOWER MIDDLE SECTION.

Crass V.
Compulsory Subjects.

1. English.— To read with correct pronunciation,.and to
translate passages from the English reader; to point out
the parts of speech, and to know the etymology of nouns ;
to write to dictation passages seb from the reader; co.py
wﬁting in small hand. For home lessons translation
exercises on alternate evenings ; the sentences to be trans-
lated should be dictated by the teacher from one of the
prescribed books, and the words should be occfxsmnal.ly
slightly varied ; and on alternate evenings the fair copies
should be written out at home, and prescribed sentences
from a manual of colloquial phrases should be committed

to memory.

9. Vernacular—The first half of the Hindi course,
i, Naya Gutka, by Réja Siva Prasad ; or of the 2nd
Middle course of the Panj4b series of Urdu readers, pub-
lisl‘led by the Mufid-i-Am Press, Lahore, pages 1—82 of
prose, and 169—196 of poetry. Composition of letters in
current idiomatic style, with the proper forms of courtesy.

Hindi Grammar.—The text book prescribed for class
Y.

Urdu Grammar.—As in Macmillan’s Tashil-ul-Qawaid,
Part I1 ; or Quwaid-i-Urdu, Part IV, by Munshi Muham-
mad Ahsan, revised by Sheikh Ahmad Ashraf, and pub-
lished by Bibu Ram Narain Lal, Katra, Allahabad.

Seript Reading.—As in Maktub-i-Ahmadi ox Majmua-i-
Kuaghzat-i-Karrawai, by Rai Durga Prasad, in the Persian
character ; or Beohar Patra Sangraha, by the same author,
in the Nagri character or Kaithi script.

3. Arithmetic.—To be revised in English to the end of
vulgar fractions.

4. Geography.—Hill’s First Book of Geography in
Urdu or Hindi, revised by Bibu Gyanendra Nath Chak-
rabarti. Maps of the continents to be drawn. Names to
be written in English.

Committee’s amend-  Points of difference.
’ ments.
Geography.—Of In-
dia, as prescribed in
class III, in place of
the course prescribed
for class IV in the
curriculum.

Crass V.

English—Reader
No. IT approved.

Omit colloquial
phrases from a manual
and home lessons in
translation.

Substitute composi-
tion and translation
exercises every day in
class.

Arithmetic—0 mit  Pandit Madaw
revision in English. Mohan Malaviya
Add practice and yould have double
simple interest. rule of three  dng
practice.
Geography.—Outlines
of Asia from the map,
and India as in Hill’s
First Book of Geogra-

phy.
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5. - One of the follbwing alternative subjects :—

(1) Persian.—Reader No. I, by Maulvi Abdul Jalil;

Professor, Queen’s College, Benares. The
grammar course includes verbal roots; nouns
derived from roots; the present, past, and
future tenses of verbs; the present and past
participles. (To be taught in Urdu.)

(2) Sanskrit.—Riju Vyakaran, Part I, by Pandit
Aditya Ram Bhattacharya.

(8) Drawing.—Freehand, 14 sheets, Panjib series,
No. 1.

(4) Science.—Manual of Practical Physics, Part I
(Practical Geometry), by Professor J. Murray
(first half).

N.B.—Instead of one of the above alternative subjects, girls may
read Mrs. Handyside’s History of India to the close of the Muham-
madan period, in English or vernacular,

Crass VI
Compulsory Subjects.

1. English—To read with correct pronunciation and
to translate passages from the English reader. A book of
historical or biographical stories, English or Indian, in
very simple English : the book preseribed is Part I of
Longman’s ““Ship ”” Historical Readers. To know the ety-
mology of the adjectives, pronouns, and verbs; to write
to dictation passages set from the reader; copy writing
in small hand: For home lessons tramslation exercises
from the prescribed text books as in class V four times
a week ; on the remaining evenings the fair copies to be
written out, and selected passages from the reader to be
committed to memory. '

2. Vernacular.—The remainder of the Hindi or Urdu
Middle course prescribed for the Lower Middle exam-
ination ; composition, Grammar and script as in class V.

3. Arithmetic—Revision in English up to simple
interest.

4, Geography.—Hill’s Second Book of Geography in
Urdu or Hindi. Maps of the continents, of the countries

of Asia, and of Great Britain to be drawn; names to be
written in English.

5. Mathematics.—Introduction to Euclid; the defini-
tions and the first twelve propositions of book I to be taught
by means of the blackboard, with deductions as in the
First Step in Euclid, by J. G. Bradshaw, published by
Messrs. Macmillan & Co.

(Nore.—Scholars should not be required to purchase the above-named
book. After the scholars thoroughly understand the work, they should
be practised in writing out the propositions in the verngcular, using
English Jetters in the diagrams.)

6. One of the following alternative subjects :—

(1) Persian.—Persian Reader No. II, by Maulvi
Abdul Jalil, Professor, Queen’s College,
Benares. :

Commitiee’s amend- Points of difference.
ments.

Persian and Sans- The President
krit—To be struck out.and Mr. de la
Fosse  dissented,

especially with

regard to Persian.

Drawing.—Omit.

Sctence.—Omit Man-
ual of Practical Physics.

Crass VI.

English—R eader
No. ITT approved.

Strike out Longman’s
“Ship” Historical /
Reafler,

Composition and
translationin cla s s,
instead of home lessons &
as in class V. Three members
of the Committee_
were in favour of
striking out the
recttation of pass-
ages to be com-
mitted to memory.

Arithmetic—Omit Pandit Madan
revision in English, Mohan Malaviya
Add compound interest, suggests  simple
discount, and present interest, present
worth. worth, and dis-

count.

Euelid —T o be
struck out of the course.
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Grammar.—An outline of the Saraf portion of Committee’s amend-
Persian Grammar, wviz., the inflections of ments.
nouns and pronouns; the moods and tenses
of verbs; the rules for forming tfenses and
nouns : illustrated by translation exercises for
each rule. (To be taught in Urdu.)

(2) Sanskrit.—Asin class V.

(8) Arabic—The first half of the first chapter of
Intikhab-ul-Jadid. Elements of Arabic Gram-
mar, as in Mizan Munshaib.

(4) Drawing—-Freehand drawing up to sheet No. 9,
in Panjib series, No. II.

(5) Science.—Manual of Practical Physies, Part I Science.—To be struck
(Practical Geometry), by Professor J. Murray out of the course.
(to be completed).

N.B.—Euclid is not compulsory in girls’ schools; girls, however,
have the option of taking it up. Instead of one of the above alternative
subjects, girls may read Mrs., Handyside’s History of India, the whole, in
English or vernacular, and the Hindi or Urdu version of Dr, Cunning-
ham’s Sanitary Primer, )

UPPER MIDDLE SECTION.

Crasses VII axp VIIIL-—Two-vyEAr CoURSE. Crasses VII axp VIIL

The two classes of the Middle section are in direct pre-
paration for the Middle English examination; the first
half of the course should ordinarily be completed in the
annual session of class VII and the second in the annual
session of class VIIL. The Middle English examination
is held by the Educational Department, and the rules and
courses are fixed by the Director of Public Instruction.

L—Excrsm. I.—E~crLisu.
(a) Literary course.—The reader prescribed for the ;
Middle English examination. One part should
be read and revised in elass VII, and the
other in class VIII.

Literary  course.—
Amount prescribed for
each year to be short-
ened by one-third.

(b) Grammar course—Etymology and the chief rules
of syntax ; conversion of active into passive
sentences and of affirmative into interrogative
ones, and vice versd.

(¢) Composition.—Translations from prescribed books
of exercises, or from a vernacular newspaper,
into English four times a week ; letter writing
in English on some ordinary topics (to be done
at home as in class VI).

(d) Repetition—Twice a week, of passages from the
reader committed to memory as in class VI.

(e) Copy books.—Should still be used, and should be
shown to the Inspector.

ey Gl v g S 91 e e P

Pointsof difference.

M =1k aEs0
thought the course
should not be
shortened if verna-
cular is made an
alternative subject.
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IT.—MATHEMATICS,

(a) Arithmetic—Revision of the part already learnt ;
percentages and proportional parts; com-
pound interest, with discount and present
worth ; extraction of square roots; weights
and measures, such as are required for the
Entrance examination of the Allahabad

University.

(c) Algebra—The four simple rules.

III.—History, GEOGRAPHY, AND SANITATION.

(a) History.—Outlines of Indian History, as in
Gordon’s History of India (published b
the Indian Press, Allahabad). ‘

(b) Geography.—Outline of the General Geography
of the World, as in the revised edition of Hill’s
Tirst and Second Books of Geography for
Indian Schools. To draw maps of India and
Asia, showing the principal mountain ranges,
rivers, cities, and internal and external bound-

aries.

(¢) Sanitation.—The general rules of health, as in
the Way to Health, English version.

IV.—VERNACULAR, URDU orR HINDI.

Three hours a week.
Urdu.—(a) Tuzsuki Urdu, by M. Muhammad Ismail.
(b) Original letter writing from any standard

model, such as JMaktub-i-Ahmadi, by Munshi Ahmad
Husain, and Khat Shikasta, by Ram Sahai Tamanna.

(¢) Transliteration from to Shikasta Nastaliq
as from Maktub-i-Ahmadi or Khat Shikasta,

Hindi—(a) Sangraha Shiromani, revised edition, pub-
lished by the Indian Press, Allahabad, 150 pages.

(b) Original letter writing from any standard
model, such as Beohar Patra Sangraka, by Munshi Durga
“rasa&, Rai Bahddur.

V.—ALTERNATIVE SubBsEcrs, EiteER A, B, C, or D.
Three hours a week.
A.—CrassicAL LANGUuAGES.—One of the following :—
(1) Persian— | -
(a) Literary course.—Persian Middle Reader, by

Maulvi Abdul Jalil Khan, Professor, Queen’s
College, Benares. '

5 (b) Geometry.—Euclid, Book I, with easy deductions.

Committee’s amend-  Points of difference.
ments.

MATHEMATICS,

Revise in English Pandit Madan
extraction of square Mohan Mala-
root, square measure, viya suggests—
percentages, and propor-  Class VIL.—Re-
tional parts. vise in English,

: compound interest
extraction of square
root, and square
measure.

Class VIII—

Revise in English.
Algebra.—Add sim-

ple equations mnot in-
volving fractions and
not including problems.

History.—The pre-
sent text book is un-
suitable.

Sanitation.—Recom-
mended to be struck
out of the course.

VERNACULAR, URDU
or Hinpi.

To be an alternative  Revd, C. A. R.
subject, and to be taken Janvier, Revd. G.
along with Science H. Westcott, and
and Drawing. Pandit Madan

. Mohan Malaviya
suggest some ver-
nacular to  be

also taught along
with classics.
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(v) Grammar course.—All the main rules of Saref
(etymology) and Nako (syntax).

(2) Sanskrit—

(a) Literary course.—The first thirty pages of the
Middle Sanskrit Reader, by Pandit Aditya Ram
Bhattacharya. °

(b) Grammar.—Riju Vyakaran, Part II, by Pandit
Aditya Ram Bhattacharya.

(3) Arabic—

(a) Literary course.— Intikhab-ul-Jadid,  chapters
111, IV, and V.
(b) Grammar.—Panj Ganj [from the beginning of

the book as it stands to the end of Khasiyate
Abwab, and Naho Mir (syntax)].

B.—Drawinc.—In each of the branches named below :—

In class VII—

(a) Freehand Drawing up to sheet No. 5, North-West-
ern Provinces series, No. I1L.

(b) Geometrical D;‘azci¢zg.;—Gill’s School of Art Geo-
metry, to the end of page 31.

In class VIII—

(a) Freehand Drawing to end of North-Western Pro-
vinces series, No. IIL.

() Geometrical Drawing.—Gill’s  School of Art
Geometry, to page 65.

O.—Boox-kEEPING.—As in Thornton’s Primer on Book-
keeping, published by Messrs. Macmillan & Co.

D.—EresmExtary Puysicar Sciexce.—Manual of Prac-
. tical Physics, Part I (Practical Geometry), by
Professor J. Murray, published by the Indian
Press, Allahabad, and the Primer of Physical

Geography, by Geikie.
N.B.—These four subjects are alternatives for the Middle exam-
ination, Not more than two may be taken up and one must be taken up.

HIGH SECTION.
COrasses IX axp X.—Two-YEAR COURSE.

The two classes of the High Section are in direct pre-
paration either for the Entrance examination or for the
School Final examination.

Both examinations are held, and the courses of study
are prescribed, by the Allahabad University.

The Drawing and Science courses prescribed in classes V,
YI, .VH, and VIII lead up to the School Final exam-
nation.

Information regarding the courses of the Entrance and

Scho.ol Final examinations can be procured from the
Registrar of the Allahabad University.

Committee’s amend-
ments.

Book-keeping.—To be
struck out of the course.

Points of difference.

(%)
Text Booxs.

The English Reader ‘prescribecl for the Middle English
examination of December 1899 is the Middle Reader,
Anglo—Oriental gories, Parts IIT and I ; and for the exam-
snation of December 1900, Parts I and II. In classes

" II1 to VI the Primer (English-Urdu or Tnglish-Hindi)

and the First, Second, and Third Readers of Macmillan’s
English Readers for the North-Western Provinces and Oudh
are preseribed, except in Mission schools, which are allowed
_the option of using the corresponding Readers of the

» Christian Vernacular Fducation Society. The English

copy books to be used ave Jackson’s New Code (one anna)
or Macmillan’s Official Series.

Distribution of Macmillan’s Official Series of copy books
among the various classes :— '

Class ITI .. Nos.1 and 2.
ESRLY ST P
SR oes pek ey e A2
S e Ly Ty 8 and 9,

Classes VII and VIIL s RO and 12,

~ Class IX W No. 13.

The books approved for translation exercises are those
by—
(1) Gordon; (2) Stapley ; (3) M. Dwarka Prasad,

Teacher, District School, Allahabad ; (4) the
series prescribed by the Director of Public

. Instruction, Panjib.
The colloguial manuals will for the present be prescribed
by the Inspectors.
Macmillan’s Atlas for Indian Schools, Re. 1,is approved
for school use.
The vernacular copy books approved for use are—
Urdu.
(1) By Pandit Bishambhar Nath, Head Master,
District School, Cawnpore.
(2) By Munshi Muhi-ud-din, Assistant Professor,
Muir Central College, Allahabad.
(3) B-y Bébu Ram Narain Lal, bookseller, Allahabad.
¢ (4 , the Newal Kishore -Press, Lucknow.
(5) ,» the Indian Press, Allahabad.
Hindi.
(1) By the Medical Hall Press, Benares.
®?) » B4bu Ram Narain Lal, bookseller, Allahabad.
(3) , the Newal Kishore Press, Lucknow.
The alternative text books preseribed in Arithmetic
from class V upwards are those compiled by—
(1) Lock and Lewis.
(2) W.N. Boutflower.
(3) Jadav Chandra Chakrawarti.

(4) P. Ghosh,
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For classes below V (in Urdu or Hindi) :—

(1) Lock and Lewis.
(2) Lakshmi Shankar Misra.
(3) Jadav Chandra Chakrawarti.
(4) Atma Ram.
In Algebra.
(1) Hall and Knight ; (2) C. Smith ; (3) Todhunter ; (4)
P. Ghosh ; (5) Basu; (6) M. Suraj Sahai.
In Geometry.
(1) Hall and Stevens ; (2) Deighton ; (3) P. Ghosh;
(4) Atma Ram ; (5) Marshall’s School and College Euclid ;

(6) Harpur Euclid.
7. 0. LEWIS, M.A,,

Director of Public Instruction,

ALLAHABAD @
N.-W. P. and Oudh.

The 24th December 1898.

CURRICULUM FOR VERNACULAR SCHOOLS.

LOWER PRIMARY SECTION.

SgerioN-1 oF THE PREPARATORY CrLAss.

1. Reading.—To read single and double characters at
sight. ‘

9. Writing—To copy characters and easy monosyl-
lables from the book.

3. Arithmetic.—To write and name figures as far as
100 in any order, and to know the multiplication table up
to 10 x 10 inclusive. "

SecrioN II oF THE PrEPARATORY CLASS.

1. Reading.~—To read sentences at sight from the
text book and know the meaning of words.

9. Writing.—To copy and also to write to dictation sen-
tences from the text book in Persian or Nagri characters.

3. Arithmetic.—(a) On slate.—Notation and numer-
ation. To work out easy questions in simple addition and
subtraction. In addition not more than five lines to be
given, each line to contain not more than six digits.

(b) Mental.—Multiplication table, not

to exceed 20 x 10.
Ornass 1.

1. Reading.—To read accurately at sight from the
text book and to explain the meanings of words and sen-
tences.

9. Writing.—To write sentences to dictation from the
text book in Persian or Nagri characters. Copy slips to be
shown.

3. Arithmetic.—(a) On slate.—The four simple rules ;
addition and subtraction in Indian money, weights and
measures.

() Mental.—Fractional tables not to
be learnt above 40,

4, Geography.—The meaning and use of a map; the
points of the compass; explanation of simple geographical

_ terms by reference to a map or diagram. Teachers should

be required to draw large scale maps of the village, to be
fastened to the wall, and used with this class.

Crass II.

1. Reading.—To read accurately at sight from the
text book and to explain the meaning of words and sen-
{ences.

2. Writing.—To write sentences to dictation from the

Committee’s amend-
ments,

Strike out A two-
year course.”’
Omit—
¢ First year.”
¢ Second year.”
and substitute—

B.

No change recom-
mended by the Commit-
tee in the curriculum
for the Preparatory Sec-
tion,

Orass I.

Avrithmetic.—As at

present, omitting
weights and measures.

Mental.—Fractional
tables up to 20.

Geography.— Omit al-
together.

Crass II.

text book in Persian or Nagri characters. Copy slips to .

be shown.

Points of difference.

Bibu Ramanan-
da Chatterji and
Pandit Madan
Mohan Malaviya
would omit also
addition and sub-
traction of Indian
money, weights
and measures.

:
¥
5
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APPENDIX A.

Passages in the Memoranda of Managers and Head Masters of Schools, &e., to which
special attention is invited.

Secretary, Bengali Tola High School,
Benares.

Bibu Murlidhar, Head Master, Vic-
toria High School, Agra.

Pandit Hari Ram Pande, Vakil, Al-
mora.

Mr. A. Venis, Principal, Queen’s Col-
lege, Benares.

Mr. F. G. Housden, Head Master,
Distriet School, Allahabad.

M. Muhammad Ali, Head Master,

District School, Jaunpur.
Revd. C. L. Bare, Manager, Christian
Collegiate School, Lucknow.

Revd. W. Cutting, Manager, London
Mission School, Benares,

Pandit Bishambhar Nath, Head
Master, District School, Cawnpore.

Bébu Jadunath Chaudhri, late Secre-

tary, MacDonnell High School,
Jhénsi,

Bibu Brahmanand Sinha, M.A., Head
Master, Rimpur State School.

Remarks on the abolition of the Middle
examination as a test for Government
service.

Remarks on the neglect of English com-
position,
Remarks on the prospects of aided

school teachers.

Remarks on the study of‘vernaculars.

Remarks on the use of keys in school
lessons.

Remarks on the subject of entrusting
the discretion of promotions to Head
Masters.

Remarks on the subject of entrusting
examinations,

Remarks on the teaching of classics.

Remarks on the appointment of exam-
iners.

Remarks on the way to prevent cramming.

Remarks on the advantages of acquiring
early a knowledge of the classics.

Remarks on the unsuitability of collo-
quial phrase books for teaching English.

Remarks on the course in arithmetic
prescribed in the curriculum.

Remarks on annotated text books as a
substitute for keys.

Remarks on the excessive length of the
English courses prescribed.

Remarks on the length of the school day.

Remarks on the study of classical
languages.

Remarks on the departmental examina-
tions.

Remarks on the Lower Primary -xam-
ination as conducted by Deputy Inspec-
tors.

Remarks on the vernacular course for
clauses V and VI.

Remarks on the too great length of
courses prescribed in English.

Remarks on the historical reader pre-
scribed for class VI,

e i S k. T o A
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1. Eight days’ proceedings.

9. Evidence of three witnesses on keys, vis.,, Munshi Kampta Prasad, Bébu
Jotendro Nath Sen, and Munshi Rameshwar Prasad.

3. Notes by members (with proceedings) :—

Bébu G. N. Chakrabarti ... 8th day.
Mr. C. F. de la Fosse -
Revd. C. A. R, Janvier ... -
) Mr. M. Crosse (2) o
1 ~ Revd. G. H. Westcott »
Rere Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya »
Bibu G. N. Chakrabarti ... 4th day.
Revd. G. H. Westcott o

Bébu Ramananda Chatterji
4. Memoranda by School Managers and Head Masters, &e. :—

2

(1) Mr. A. Venis, Principal, Queen’s College, Benares.

(2) Revd. W. Cutting, Manager, London Mission School, Benares.

(3) , T.F.Robathan, Manager, Church Mission School, Gorakhpur,
(4) , C.L.Bare, Manager, Christian Collegiate School, Lucknow.
(5) Pandit Bishambhar Nath, Head Master, District School, Cawnpore.
(6) Mr. J. W. Bacon, Head Master, Queen’s Collegiate School, Benares.
(1) , TF.G. Housden, Head Master, District School, Allahabad.
(8) Munshi Muhammad Ali, Head Master, District School, Jaunpur,
(9) Mr. J. Simeon, Pleader, High Court, Allahabad.

(10) Bfbu Murlidhar, Head Master, Victoria High School, Agra.

(11) Pandit Hari Ram Pande, Pleader, £ 'mora.

(12) Secretary, Bengali Tola High School, ‘enares.

(13) Bibu Jadu Nath Chaudhri, late Secretary, MacDonnell High

School, Jhénsi.
(14) Bibu Brahmanand Sinha, Head Master, Rémpur State School.
5. Publications, reports, &c., dealing with the subject matter of the Govern-
ment Resolution appointing the Committee :—

Honorary Secretary, Missionary Educational Union, Cawnpore, with
enclosures. '

(2) Minutes of the 8th General Meeting of the Missionary Educational
Union held on the 24th March 1899.

(8) Article by Revd. A.J. Birkett on Anglo-Vernacular Schools (Pioncer,
dated 13th April 1899).

(4) Agra College Magazine for April and May 1899.

(5) Letter, dated 25th April 1899, from the Assistant Secretary, Kurmi
Pathshala, Lucknow, with enclosure.

(6) Report of the 2nd Annual General Meeting of the North-Western
Provinces and Oudh Graduates’ Association.

(7) Copy of the resolutions passed by the North-Western Provinces and
Oudh Graduates’ Association at their General Meeting held on 10th
March 1899.

(1) Letter, dated 16th December 1898, from Revd. G. H. Wes’ccott,'
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Papers called for by the Committee.
Curriculum for Anglo-vernacﬁlar schools, Bengal, Panjdb, Central Provinces,
Madras, and Bombay. .
Orders regarding public and departmental examinations in Bengal, Panjib,
Central Provinces, Madras, and Bombay.
Allahabad University Calendar.
2 Allahabad University Prospectus of Studies.
o g Rules and Regulations for Schools in Bengal, Panjib, and the Central Prov-

inces.

Code for European Schools, North-Western Provinees and Oudh.

English Boards’ School course of studies.

Manual of General Orders of the Education Department, North-Western

Provinees and Oudh. .
4 Gireulars and Curriculum of the Educational Department, North-Western Prov-
| inces and Oudh.

) Report of Education Commission of 1882.
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No. —z55 OF 1899.

RESOLTTLON,
EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

v Dated Naini Tal, the 27th June 1899.
Reap—
A g 118
« #: Resolution of this Government, in the Educational Department, No. v dated 3rd April 1899,

.»4' ?  appointing a Committee to consider certain questions connected with education in the North-
Western Provinces and Oudh,

Réport of thé Committee, dated 17th May 1899,

OBSERVATIONS.*—As representations had been received from
persons and public bodies interested in education, expressing dissatisfac-
tion with certain features of the educational system in these Provinces,
the Lieutenant-Governor and Chief Commissioner, by the Resolution of
3rd April last, appointed a Committee to consider the questions thus
raised. The Committee consisted of the following members :— '

Mgz. D. T. Roserts, 1.C.S., Officiating Junior Member,

Board of Revenue ... PRESIDENT,

Mz. F. W. Browxrica, 1.C.S. .
Revp. Georce H. Westcorr, M.A, P
,,  Cmsar A. R. Jaxvier, M.A, ;

Mgr. C. F. pe 1A Fossg, M.A....
5 MariBorouvcH Crossg, M.A. oo pMEMBERS. | e

BApu Gyanenpra Nata CrakraBarti, M.A, -

Mavrnvi Musarax Husain
Paxpir Mapax Mouax Marnaviva, MA....
BAsu Ramanaxpa CHATTERJIT e
The Committee held meetings at Allahabad during the month of
April, and have now submitted their report on the questions referred
for their consideration. The Lieutenant-Governor, having considered
the report, and the views of the Director of Public Instruction on
each point raised by it, has come to the conclusions stated in the

following paragraphs.

2. The first of the questions referred to the Committee was whe-
ther the courses in arithmetic prescribed for the junior classes are
too severe. The Lieutenant-Governor had seen some reason to think
that, more especially in the primary classes (I to IV), the children
were called upon to learn too much in this branch of study. The
Committee agree in this view, and they have proposed to relieve
the four lowest classes in Anglo-vernacular schools, and the three
lowest in vernacular schools, of learning practice, simple and com-
pound interest, and discount, and to effect a slight re-arrangement,
subsidiary to this, of arithmetical subjects still to be studied in
classes I to IV. They propose that in vernacular schools class IV
should learn simple interest and practice. The Commiftee’s pro-
posals on this head are sanctioned by the Government, except as
regards the subject simple interest, which should be retained in the
curriculum for class IV, both in Anglo-vernacular and in vernacular
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schools. The Committee’s proposals for reducing the amount of
mental arithmetic studied in the primary section are also approved.

3. The arithmetical subjeets, of which the lowest classes are thus
relieved, will, according to the Committee’s intention, be studied in
the lower middle section (classes V and V'I), and these classes will be
relieved of the “revision” (%.e., going over in English work already
learnt in vernacular), which is all the arithmetic that they at present
do. The Lieutenant-Governor entirely concurs in the opinion that this
“revision,” at so early a stage in learning the English language,
involves a waste of labour, and he approves the proposal to abolish it.
In class V, His Honor considers, there should be revision in vernacular,
and “ practice” should be studied ; and he agrees with the Committee as
to the items of the curriculum for class VI. IIis Honor also approves
the arithmetical curriculum proposed by the Committee for the upper
middle section, which will include ‘‘revision” in English.

a 4, With a view to shortening the whole school course, and to
di‘mi:eisping the amount to be learned, which they consider excessive,
thé: Committee have proposed alterations in other subjects of study,
*Dbesides arithmetic. They would omit the subject “ Geography” from class
I, and gould put the present geographical subject of each classin the

ext hifher class up to class VI, in and above which no change is pro-
posed. The Government approves the recommendations of the Com-

- ‘ y .,\.gt.tie;:l this matter.

5. P.a’ss’ing to the study of English, the Government accepts the
advice of the Committee that “reading vernacular sentences written
in Roman charavéer ” should be omitted from the curriculum for class
III. The majority of the  members considered Macmillan’s Primer
(lately prescribed) to be unsuitable, as the vocabulary is too extensive
and difficult. It is understood that this opinion is agreed in by the
departmental authorities. The Lieutenant-Governor in these circum-
stances directs that either a new primer shall be introduced by the
Director of Public Instruction in place of Macmillan’s, or a revised
edition of the latter—which will be accepted by this Government
only if it is considered suitable—shall be obtained within six months.
In the curriculum of class VI the Committee would strike out Long-
man’s “ Ship” historical reader, which, they observe, is too easy
. regarded as a reader. It is believed, however, that it was deliberately
intended to have, besides the class reader, an easier book in use; and
the Government will leave it to the Director of Public Instruection to
find a more suitable book to replace the “ Ship ” reader. The Com-
mittee recommend that the “home lessons,” included in the present
course of classes V and VI, should be struck out on the ground that they
result in the use of keys. This recommendation is approved, as is also

> Construction i, qlass of simple the addition* which the Committee desire
nglish sentences ‘based wupon the . : :
vocabulary of the Icsso;, and}translu- to make to the ('urmculum L ClﬂSSGS

tion from vernacular into English of 3 3
sentences based Wpon b same oo IIT and IV. In the upper middle section

aryi (classes VII and VILI) the majority of the
Committee would shorten by one-third the literary course prescribed

&

(3)

for each of the two years. The Lieutenant-Governor and (?hief Com-
missioner is not certain how far the proficiency in 'Enghsh of boys
proceeding to higher studies would be affected by thls.proposa.tl, and
His Honor considers it best to defer passing orders unt%l the Director
of Public Instruction reports on the maftter after consulting Inspectors

of circles.

6. Under the present rules regarding class V, b.oys are required
to take up one of the following alternative subjects, vz, Pers'lan, San.s—
krit, drawing, or science. A fifth alternative in class VI. is Arfiﬂnc.
The majority of the Committee would strike out the alternative subjects
in class V, in order to allow of more careful study of the ve.rnacular at
this stage ; and in class VI they would omit the subject science as too
difficalt. Mr. Roberts and Mr. de la Fosse dissented from the proposal
about class V. The Lieutenant-Governor has decided to accept 'the
Committee’s view regarding class V. The study of one of the classm.al
languages, as an alternative subject, will henceforth commen?e in
class VI; and the Director is authorized to carry oub any modlﬁc?‘-
tion which this fact may render necessary in the alte.rnamve course 1n
class VI. That officer is opposed to the omission of science as an 'a:lter-

*native subject for class VI; but as the alternative subjects Wlu. be
wholly removed from class V, it will be necessary to make the s::b.]ect
science in class VI easy enough for a beginner.

(7 The first twelve propositions in Euclid are preseribed to be

studied in class VI. The Committee’s recommendation that this s‘.ubject__r

should be relegated entirely to the higher classes is sanetioned by

Government.

8. \Vernacular (Urdu or Hindi) is at present a compulsory subject
of study in the upper middle section (classes VIL and VIII). ']:‘he
majority of- the Committee recommend that it should })e an alternative
subject and should be ranked with science and drawing, one of these.
subjects being taken up by boys who read for the S'chool Final exam-
ination (t‘;ﬁose reading for the Entrance examination Woul(.l »tz.tke up
Persian, Sanskrit, or Arabic). While agreed as to the principle of
bifurcation of studies, the Revd. Mr. Janvier, the Revd. Mr. Westcott,
and Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya thought that boys taking up a
classical language should still read a short text book in vernacular. In
view of the fact that the vernacular will, under the grrangements above
sanctioned, be thoroughly learned in class V, the Government APProved
the recommendation of the majority of the Committeel .kI'n this (upplir
middle) section the Committee would also strike out sanitation ax:d ll))ook-
keeping. The Lieutenant-Governor accepts the proposal as to Qt? -
keeping, but thinks it desirable to retain the small amount of sanitation
at present required to be learnt.

9. The second matter which the Government referred ’c.o the.
Committee for consideration was the complaint that the te.:achmg of
English, as at present carried on, has the effect of strel.ngthemng f'athe.r
the memory than the intelligence, and that insufficient at.tentlox-l is
given to English composition and style. In reference to this subject,
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the Government, in the Resolution of 3rd April last, insisted upon the
duty of the superior Educational officers to enforce the standing pro-
hibition against the use of “keys” and such unauthorized aids to the
study of the language. The Committee’s recommendations, so far as
they relate to changes in the curriculum of English study, have been
above dealt with. TIn regard to “keys” the Committee advise that
the existing prohibition should be applied to aided and recognised as
well as Government schools. The Director of Public Instruction is
requested to submit definite proposals for carrying out this suggestion.
The Committee also advert to the low scale of pay of the teachers of
the lower classes in Anglo-vernacular schools. This question, how-
ever, is outside the scope of the present enquiry, though it comes
within the scope of another enquiry which is being separately
prosecuted.

10. The third complaint which was referred to the Committee
relates to the excessive number of existing examinations. The
Lieutenant-Governor and Chief Commissioner accepts the Committee’s
opinion that there is no sufficient reason for interfering with the non-
public or school examinations held by Head Masters at the end of the
alternate or intermediate years. In regard to public examinations,”
the recommendation of the majority of the Committee is that all
those within the scope of their enquiry, »iz., the lower primary, the

upper primary, the lower Anglo-vernacular middle, and the upper -

Anglo-vernacular middle, in- Anglo-vernacular schools should be
abolished. -In reference to the Lower Pri’mary examinati;)n, however,
a minority, consisting of Mr. Crosse, Mr. de la Fosse, and Bibu Gyanen-
dra Nath Chakrabarti, held that no other means will secure boys being
sufficiently grounded in vernacular before they begin learning/English.
The Director of Public Instruction, it is understood, would retain both
this examination and also the Upper Primary examination, which he
regards as the necessary close to the work in the upper primary grades.
The Lieutenant-Governor has no doubt that one of these two examina-
tions should be abolished, and he has carefully considered the question
whether it should be the examination following the completion of the
lower primary course (classes I and II) or that following the comple-
tion of the upper primary course (classes III and IV).- If the only
. question in issue were the fitness of the children to begin English, the
proper time to hold the examination would be at the end of the lower
primary course. But this is not the only consideration, nor does it apply
atall to the case of vernacular schools. It is believed that an examina-
tion corresponding to the Upper Primary examination is held in all

Provinces; and having regard to the fact that the age of the children is

more suitable for a public examination after passing through the upper

primary than the lower primary stage, and also to the allotment of State

scholarships, the Lieutenant-Governor and Chief Commissioner has

decided that the Lower Primary examination shall be abolished and the

Upper Primary examination shall be retained.

11. The Committee were unanimously of opinion that the Lower
Anglo-Vernacular Middle examination should be abolished. The chief

/
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reason against abolishing it is that the result may be that no vernacular
O . e
will be read at all in the lower middle section. With regard to the

- Upper Anglo-Vernacular Middle examination, the Committee would

discard it as a test for public employment in favour of the Entrance or
School Final examination, as they say that there are plenty of. can-
didates who have passed one of these examinations, zfnd that. the.u' age
is more suitable for employment. As to retaining this ex.ar}unatlon on
other grounds, the Committee were almost equally divided: those
against it maintaining thatit causes “ cram,” and tl.lat competent exam-
iners can hardly be obtained ; and those for it urging that some'sch.ools
only teach up to this standard, and that if the lower examinations
are abolished, it is necessary to have this one as a test of progress.
In reference to vernacular schools, the Committee were agreed that. the
Lower (i.e., Vernacular) Middle examination, and the' cenfre examina-
tions held yearly for classes IT and IV, should be retained, and that tpe
centre examinations for the other classes (I, ITIL, and V) should be dis-

continued.

12. These proposals regarding vernacular schools are approved
by the Government. The Lieutenant-Governor feels no do.ubt that
the Vernacular Middle examination should be retained. It is neces-
sary as a qualification for some classes of public employment and as
marking the conclusion of the course in vernacular schools.

13. The Lieutenant-Governor also has no doubt that the Upper
or Anglo-Vernacular Middle examination should l')e retained. It marks
the ‘halfway point between the beginning of English and the entrance to
the University ; and its retention is necessary not only for school pur-
poses, but for administrative reasons. The Lower Anglo-Vernacular

Middle examination should be abolished.

14. There will, under the orders above conveyed, henceforward
be only two public examinations during the ten years .of a school
course leading up to the Entrance or School Final examination, namely,
the Primary (present Upper Primary) examination and. the Anglo-
Vernacular Middle (present Upper Anglo-Vernacular leldle) exam-
ination. The duty of seeing that in the primary section children
unfit to begin English are not passed from the lower to the uppe;
primary course will devolve upon Head Masters gnti.lnspectors, an
special measures will be taken to make the responsibility a real one.

15. The fourth complaint was that sufficient discretio.n and liberty

are not allowed to Head Masters of schools to promote p}1plls from cla.ss
~ to class, and that consequently clever children are .detam..ed to'o long in
classes in which they can derive no advantage. Dealing with this matter,
the Committee recommend that in classes I and II the Head Masters
should have full discretion ; that is, they should be empowered t.;0 make
double promotions or to give promotion to thege classes durlng .the
school year. The Committee would also give the Head Master a s1m.11ar
discretion in regard to promotions ‘to class III, prov1ded: he certifies
the boy’s fitness in each case. The certificates would remain on record,

VS
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19.  The Lieutenant-Governor and Chief Commissioner entirely

approves the Committee’s recommendation, regarding text books, that
alternative text books—provided they have been approved by the Text

Book Committee—should be allowed in all subjects of study, and the
_ Director of Public Instruction is requested to take
for this purpose.

will be diminished,

any necessary steps
Thereby the existing inducements to key makers
and a reasonable discretion as to the mea

ns of
instruction will be given to the managers of private institutions.

20. . The Committee have also proposed some changes (besides

those involveq in their proposals relating to Anglo-vernacular schools)
in the carriculum of study in vernacular schools.

classesE;II and IV (the upper primary section) they

mensuration, as the suhject is not
is taught.

In the course for

would strike out
practically useful and no geometry

The Committee would give in class IV a somewhat more

difficult arithmetic course (including practice and simple interest) than

in the corresponding class in Anglo-vernacular schools, on the ground
that the boys in the vernacular school have not so much to do, and that
this is the highest class to which most of them proceed. The Com-
mittee were also unanimously of opinion that rent and revenue law
should be omitted from the course for this section. The Lieutenant-
Governor accepts the above proposals, but he thinks that, in lieu of
the subjects removed, the Department should introduce in the Upper
Primary section an agricultural primer, in accordance with the wish
which has been expressed by the Government of India. The sixth of
the Resolutions laying down the agricultural policy of the Government
of India, which were published on the 20th March 1897, points to the

introduction of an agricultural primer in vernacular schools: several

The same primer might at
the commencement suffice for Anglo-vernacular schools also, but even-

tually it is intended that a more advanced agricultural reader or
manual should be used in them. The introduction of the primer would
supersede, in the classes where it is used, the necessity for the agricul-
tural lessons which are at present included in the class readers.

21. The Government of India have laid stress &n the importance
of introducing the teaching of drawing into all schools, and the Lieuten-
ant-Governor and Chief Commissioner accordingly requests the Director
of Public Instruction to arrange to introduce drawing as a compulsory

_ subject at least in the primary courses of Anglo-vernacular schools,

Hereafter a similar step will be taken with regard to vernacular schools,
The Government understands that sufficient teachers of drawing are
available, as for the last four years men have been trained in the
Normal Schools t6 teach drawing and to give object lessons. It will
probably hereafter be advisable to make drawing a com
in the Upper Primary“ examination,
sary, after instruction in the subject

pulsory subject
but this can be ordered, if neces-
has been introduced.

Fad
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22. In conclusion, the Lieutenant-Governor and Chief Commis-
sioner offers his best thanks to the official and non-official members of
the Committee for the full attention which they have given to the

important educational questions referred for their consideration.

OrpERr.—Ordered that a copy of this Resolution, with a copy
of the Committee’s Report, be sent to the Government of India for
information; to the Director of Public Instruction, North-Western
Provinces and Oudh, for information and guidance; and to each mem-
ber of the Committee for information.

Also that the Resolution, with the Reporf, be published in the
North- Western Provinces and Qudlh Government Gazetle.

By order, &c.,
L. M. THORNTON,

Secy. to Govt., N-W. P. and Qudkh.
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No.268, dated the 16th May 1899, I am directed to forward

for the information of the Government of Madras the nargin-
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-1]?.’-18—XV. dated ally noted papers relating to the enquiry recently made into

© 3rd April 1899,
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?Il.W.P(.)and oudh. Western Provinces and Oudh. L

Report, dated
17th May 1899,

of the Committee
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tion. Sir,

Resolution No. Your most obedient servant, !

262-XV-148A-8, ;
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No. 9054.
ProcepiNes oF e Direcror or PusLic InsrrucrioN, dated 12th August 1899.

Lower Secondary and Primary Education,
i Tl :

=
Read the followihg letter from the Reverend J. D. W. SEWELL, s.., Manager, St

Joseph’s Coflege Trichinopoly, t6 the Director of Publi :
No. 1894, dated 9th September 1898 :— e I“Stf“"t“m, S

In reference to some remarks of mine at a i lew i
TeNC personal interview in th
year on the subject of lower secondary and primary education viewed asiwizlp}a:ti%t
to upper secondaryyeducation, and your request that I should reduce these views lt?)’
paper and submit themsto you for consideration, I have the honour, in giving effect to

your suggestion, to explain first that the pressure of ordingrv busi :
prevented my aétempting it. 5 rdindry business has hitherto

2. To plunge without further periphrasis into my subject, I will premi
very poor knowledge of English which a native lad oyf ordJinary intellipoexr;:zl:i);a};;t;:fl;se
even when he has been fortunate enough to pass the University Matriculation Examina-
tion, 1s too well known to require any demonstration. Tt is enough'to notice the ve
damaging admission of the Appendix to Chapters II, III and -V of the Madras Educ?—r
tional Rules, article (iv) (1) that ¢ the practical command of English which pupils possess
18 much more limited than 1t ought to be.” This defect is a constant maf?ter of
comment, and many suggestions have been offered and proposals made for remedyin
1t more or less admirable in their way, nor can it be deubted that in every decen%

school where English is taught efforts have been applied t WAL
with any very marked success. o applied to obviate it but not as yet

3. As manager of this College, I have now for over sixte i
A { Colleg ) cen years -been ac
engaged in educational work in this Presidency. I have watched it)s progressnaz(&hg:iye'
from time to time discussed, with those interested in the subject, the educational system

- at present in force. The result of my observations—a result, I may add, arrived at

by others WhOFl I have consulted—has been the persuasion that. ; 1
culum of studies wh.ich the Madras Educational I%?lles imposes (’)nlfaﬁl(l;ovggisszctog&;n-
and primary schools in this Presidency is not wholly to blame for the defective En liri
of tfhe native students the rules complain of and its framers fourd and sou hgt sto
obviate, it has nevertheless not merely done nothing to remedy the deficienc b§t ha

if I may make bold to assert it, mainly contributed to aggravate the gf‘,ﬂ it wass;
designed to obvmt_e. The general defect of English solunive;’saﬂy complained of is to
the best of my judgment attributable to the unavoidably superficial study of ltsh t
lang}lage in the Junior school classes which this curriculum not mere) eI{cou :
‘but imposes and necessitates, and this superficiality of study, the effecy;s of ?geﬁ
happen in the case of English to be more frequently and promlznently brought @ (110

the notice of English eyes and ears, is unhappily not confined to the study of E unl_er
:loimi) blut 1s.§e;nelr)al.thlf 'Echzrll the verdict T have now set forth be j{1st a};c(l) foﬁﬁdlgg

elieve 1t to be, the studies of the rising generatio 1 i

}ong as the existing curriculum itself contin%e% in foretrel. mlllslgaggmtlﬁleuel fupﬁrﬁpla:l_ v
in making this charge against the curriculum, inasmuch as I am go feDS i
for it that I had myself the honour to serve on the Educational Committ it rﬁgpﬁnslble
it up and am conscious that I have honestly done my best to make it pehbresgh v
experience of its compilers gave me confidence in its provisions, but t;l_leeeed. o
‘lzlqsdbeen shaken, and I cannot hide from myself the convicti’on thﬁtlit cﬁnﬁdl?nce
ried and found wanting. So far as my experience goes, I regret to say t?lsat t:;!;

1
J

J\ 3 ot
L ordinary passed Matriculate of the day is too often found to be a lad cram-full of

undigested and unassimilated odds and ends of information of various kinds, his memory
fagged with the strain it has undergone, and his understanding not merely undeveloped
but with much of its elasticity destroyed. Whence comes this ? '

4. As regards the prostration of mind, it used to be attributed to want of physical
exercise, and at one time no doubt this want was not unaccountable for some of the
#mischief ; but this want has now been supplied—yet the physical evil is but little
diminished. The cause therefore is not to be found in want of physical exercise, at
any rate, alone. It must be looked for elsewhere. .

4 9. Now I cannot but think—and there are not wanting those to whom I have
spoken on the subject who agree with me—that the unhappy result which I have tried
, to depict is due chiefly to three causes:—(1) The increasing multiplicity of subjects
b a student has to take up as he advances along the path of his primary and secondary

w&es. (2) The very superficial character of his primary studies. in arithmetic

d | nd English, resulting in the wholly inadequate knowledge of the English language |

which is to form the medium of his instruction and with which he is to begin and
proceed through the secondary stage. (3) The consequent inability of the student on
arrival at IV form either to understand or reproduce the instruction then received ‘
and which is increasingly felt in proportion as time goes on.

6. This multiplicity of subjects, of which each is as important as the other for the
student’s final success in the several examinations of the primary and secondary stages
and which he is required to master simultaneously, makes an intelligent study of any
_one of them very difficult if nof impossible. The result is that a merely superficial
~Jknowledge is all that he can be expected in the vast majority of cases to reach, while
1 his mind is blunted and often brutified in the process. How .else are we to account
for the crowd of lads that are stopped year after year in the stideessive high school

b

=

They may rise to the VI form, but never get beyond. 3
a3 7. Allow me to recapitulate briefly the subjects a student is expected to get up

I ary course :—
el () In

hildren are encouraged by the temptation of grants held out to managers to take up
’::\t 1leasxt two optional subjects, and we find among others a second language (English),
|geography, history and elementary Science suggested.

T

'+ Britain and Ireland.

8. Now I do not object to any or all of the extra subjects for persons who purpose
" to stop their education at the primary or lower secondary stage, and of this I shall
speak later on ; but for children intended for Matriculation I contend not only that
the present system necessitates very superficial primary studies—whether in the verna-
cular or arithmetic which are compulsory, or in English when it is taken up as is usual
in results grants schools as an optional subject—but that the character and variety of
these subjects in primary schools render it impossible for children at that stage of.
their education to grasp them and that the effort to do so strains the young mind and
is detrimental to its healthy development: and T would say the same of the subjects in
the lower secondary stage.

9. Taking the case of primary results schools where the majority commence
their education and without entering into details of proof which it would be easy to
give from the fequirements of the curriculum itself—e.g., tests A and C, Third and
Fourth standards, Chapter V, pages 34-35, Madr. = 'lucational Rules, where a
knowledge of the meaning is not required—it will suffice I think to point out that at
the end of the fourth standard year, when a child is expected to appear for and.pass
the Primary Examination, the majority of children who have undergone this course and
have even passed this examination are unehle, at the end, be it remembered, of the
fourth year of their English studies, to undet..cand such simple questionsas ‘ Where do
you live ?” ¢« What are you learning ?7 &e., and their knowledge of the other

'in the course of his education from the infant to the conclusion of the lower second-

‘. the primary department, although only the three R’s are compuisory, LB
~ these are split up into independent sub-subjects each carrying a quota of marks, and

: (6) In the lower secondary, English being now the first language, to these are % #
'added a second language (really a third), geometry, algebra and the history of Great 1

A«

cclasses and seem incapable of understanding anything or of malsiig any progress ? x

-




ey Duncan’s little

= gmparn b annual report. ‘
g Mf"‘i ] 11. It is with information of this stamp that the pupil passes to the I fbrm, “ o

?;S)‘g Form Reader is to be taken to represent the level of a child’ :
- at this stage, it is obvious that he will be unable to guess even at the meaning of the; =

a tells me this is so. 'What hope, I have often asked myself, is there of a boy obtaining | :
. any intelligent knowledge of either history or geography under these circumstances ? &
- | Isee none. Nevertheless, day after day, he perseveres in these studies. If he js Lt

4

subjects they have taken up will he found to be on a par with their knowledge of

English. Surely there is something very faulty ina system of instruetion which
produces such results as this.

10. But it will be said: ¢ The Primary Examination requires more than this,
and these children are in the hypothesis supposed to have passhd the Primary Ex-
amination.” Granted; but if what I have stated be even generally, as I contend,
true, it only proves that the Primary Examination is not a genuine test. The
candidates have succeeded by dint of eram which the system of instruction I think
fosters, and the effects of this system of cram, as may be mmplied from what I have
said, will be found to run through all the subjects they bring up. The fact is a
teacher in one of these schools has not time to ground his pupils thoroughly in
anything and he finds himself in this dilemma. If sufficient time be given, say, to
English, the time for other subjects will fall short. If he gives other subjects their
due time, English will suffer. But what is worse, it would be to him time thrown
away for he knows thoroughness is not required. He knows if his pupils fail, he
will be blamed and that he will either directly or indirectly suffer a pecuniary
loss. He has to look to the grants. He knows the lay of the questions that will
come. There is only one hope of success, one hope for merit grants * Memoria
technica”” and cram and he applies them ; but the knowledge the sfudents possess is.
essentially superficial. Even in the primary departments of salary-grant schools, the
same curriculum is enjoined, the same method is practised for the Inspector’s visit is
before them, the tests are the same and the character of the schools depends on the

= and here Englis@.go superficially acquired becomes more and more as time progresses

| either of these little works ? Let any one compare the sentences in these little bou.. ks §
with the short simple sentences of a First Form Reader and then say : ‘ Surely if a First ¥

8 power of comprehension

| unavoidably long sentences in Duncan and Sinclair,” and Iy OWI unvarying experience

- unable to understand these books, it may be asked cnce more, how does he manage
to learn ?  Well, my answer is that he does not learn in any true sense of the word. !

The process adopted for teaching him these subjects is this. The teacher for an hour{f' .
or so daily first reads and then translates into Tamil sentence by sentence a paragraph

or two of either Sinclair or Duncan, or else relates the substance in his own words in

Tamil and bids his pupils learn them. Next day the more intelligent will repeat the

two paragraphs by heart, may be leaving out a word or two which somewhat annihi-
lates the sense, but no matterfthey have satisfied their obligation. Ask any of them
now the meaning of any senténce he has repeated and you will find he does not know.
He has in fact repeated it parrot-like as he has been taught to recite all his lessons
in the primary department and without any use of his understanding, What ideas .
of the subject can it be supposed he has gathered from such a study ? The more
intelligent will retain a few names and dates, but very little of any relation between
them ; very little of any consecutive knowledge of history ; very little beyond a
mere local memory of a few geographical names. Having no interest in a jumble of
ideas he does not understand, he employs the first holidays in forgetting what little
he had filled his memory with, and the work of the year in history and geography is
thus really #il. The time devoted to it has been time lost. :

12. The same process with the same results is continued in the II form, where

the boy now learns by rote the mysteries of a point haying no parts or magnitude and
that a line is length without breadth.

.. the medium for-ﬂiﬁ#_ibin‘g\ wowledge. Here in the I form he is introduced to the |
* "}'study of Indian lg'{s’f xga‘nd of geography from such very elementary English texts as---
eSg phies dnd Sinclair’s shorter History of India, but he cannot 4

understand them. What chance, I would ask, has a child who cannot comprehend very &

- simple English sentences carefully and slowly articulated to him of understanding

5

i i b4ec added to the other
f he is again puzzled by a4 S
i it Intt:tzdgg heo{:;ls hitherto made, and he arrives at the IV form vﬁzhhim e
el e very imperfect knowledge of English which dois not en:oura <
eomprel(:gu;i 80 gmple a sentence as, e.g., I like a boy who 18 en ged by
. i d merely mechanical knowledge of arithmetic, a
atter(i:)l)g 9‘of ;:gge%fif::f“(rlee’aﬁtalliltions andy of a few propositions and a puzzled notion
:Ifnthe meaning of elementary algebra ;

(¢) a few dates and names in history and geography of the meaning or

" imvortance or use of which he has never been taught to think and is therefore
ik imp

. t. .
lg:;r;‘z The great evil of all this is that the boy now finds himself confronted by

ilirment Tor i b wholy anprpesd i L

P eet, vi ility to reduce to writing 1n iin ]

P If:;,ox;l:x.l’aﬂ:::‘ at?l;]; gov:er to render into intelligible English the thoughts expressed
]

L ther tongue or of turning into prose easy Epghsh poetry,hthedxrlefn111:vgh grfl v':thlh(;};
b tuder 1 gg and unreflecting mind often fails to comprehen ev}:elz e
o undelve_: 01216 The various subjects he has now to study are qn}(l)ug Y 0 oc?;}:g o
bel(1ml eiilx)nae‘euclé a student who has been well grounded in Enghi1 batn uem;s o i
4 ((1)3 tand the language with comparative ease, but a boy kro g i cIi)eneies i
de el:; a; s terribly handicapped. Hg has now no time to make up d k o
des:imhfmslelf rushe}:i from class to class, subject to subject, and hgtp:las ?) fullg)n i
ﬁ:nf—odds and ends of semi-digested f?lctﬁ, }ﬁ Iﬁ)ovt;u;ﬁs t(gn ;n::);n 19;:0 gt
\ e ;
b ]i;ﬁ:xgnt%i? onela. shon}]lf(; ?1:::3 said he has now so many subjects to_tg:avto :Eg
Mty fect a fo{mdation that even if he were aware of his deficiencies, tl ks :
o B01 uI1’)peroz-ysible for him to make them up, but the fact is he 1s so 1gnox;;n e
::alxl'g: gwai's of his deficiencies. He has bee;n d}fl:_‘b%:atelyd ;a:g(lilt tf:oEame t?y 5 ;r);
% i ing of what he rea .
ey o nt? a;psntlﬁrﬁtﬁo ﬁ%ehlsseaél;?%nto the habit of paying nph_gtpgpj;_}qu,tguthe,:_
S Y iy imianeon : , o r his tongue repeats. The result is that he/

no_TNTana_to etaw 5, el .
of his words and misuses words he

7, his eye runs over o
, of the words his ey A . B4
mtes also without paying attention to the sense O Tt boing told his sentences

4 is astonished and inered
rg ngtt:ﬁ;i;irslt: Icl)(ll" thgt‘: 1:sasham)ens at times, they express the reverse of what he
are unin

- i de him of the urgent
it 1 almost impossible to persua :
B ango;:eclt? \fvoo‘i'ﬁg and forms of expression or of ﬁry ing E,(; gigsat tt{:
e off u}.?gghe reads. Not unnaturally after suchtetrammg ofe 3013?11:11; g ngnglish
meaning ot Wt ¢ in Matriculation, after ten years ¢ 1dy ¢ .
necesmtgfalzora;t; :ggt ?ﬁ::;ilig of paraphrase a ca.nlihdate for %aﬁg:ﬁfg%; :?I();(;tgg
Lt Us Rk interesting to know the average an :
?&eal g;tlﬁ;velgv‘gzulll(}uﬂi;amd wha% they have attempted to paraphrase. I believe
ates W

: d to be lamentably small. : y X ”
ey What 1 hav i of Englls ey bo id et b
Y s tudent has been taught to work like a m ) G
matics 11 genfr?,l.bu'tl‘ilgesa‘:,emge scholar does not Work. mtgllﬁgex(;ilg;c tiir(l):;}sgli L
Sk marvello}lllsly ’re rds as beyond him and they are 0 ; an (;S t which ok ois
STEL. of: ¥ n%?sleads him as to the meaning of. thequr ?c e vt
% Enghs.-}iltoisezeedless to go info e “ptuct s h ; I; ‘gelieve most of the
zg‘gi%{ed. The same of science, l.listotrzh al‘li%ofz(‘)(g:?efzzztive English education.
failures in these subjects must be laid at the A P

: be prov 1
16. 1 presume that if my.statements czlfl pr:ttl))f icks' Byia0ko8 b witls the

: : ; —we arein possesgion Esvel i tn
d\jﬁcqlty lfnolilroﬁit:ﬁ:ulxtes, foundation is wanting, ,ths;t 1;1;: sl?;siiniltomui tuiflajlnstice
?'::1:33 :tages is responsible for it, and dthz;t Elﬁglgiziawlll;i o8 ity DS 35 mnch
be attributed that ¢ the practical coni‘n;:; {(i)rst folast they have been taught to use

s i t to be.” i .
more hm1t§gy t::g gl;’i‘:_g:;mgs, but the understanding has been left out of reckoning.
their mem

his is not true education. It is not reasonable. 1f 1 be asked why this should not
This 1s no '

he reason is the same. The
S haiie 1 ized schools, T reply that t

be rpmedle‘l; mblweléogrg:zl:u aahels ajnd is the guide and mlg 'fort thle Inspe;:(fotxi ual;
cumeulrﬁn is :nalgii any d as before stated the multiplicity of subjects leaves

well as the m )

for thorough teaching of anything.
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6 . { L 24. Such are !;he1 views lff pIri‘xinal:y and fiower secondary education for students
) A e 3 : i % preparing for Matriculation that I desire to advocate. They are doubtless very con-
; 17. Now the remedy for all this it scems to me lsh"co c%l,ﬁne .g:;e Studlis o : / trary to the notions of the committee who drew up the curriculum of the l\f}iadras
. students who intend to appear for Matriculation to the three sf Whl IISIO 1;1e i ( Educational Rules—educational men whose judgment and views in every way entitled
| elementary notions of history and geography, up to and mcluswti of the B tormﬂ(l)r 'y P them to the respect and attention they received. Their system, however, has had a
| U to the completion of the lower secondary course, and I would even shorten the 7 fair trial, and the result has been  eminently unsatisfactory. The cursiculum has |
' period in the primary department to three years instead of four. proved itself both shallow and overcharged, and there seems to be therefore no reason !

why its wisdom should not now be questioned. On the other hand, the .views I
have put forward will, I doubt not, meet with much adverse eriticism as old world
exploded notions, and yet I think I may claim for them a hearing as based on a
method that for centuries found favour as caleulated and satisfactorily proved by the
Zperience of the past to be suited to develop the youthful mind by the gradual exer-
J8e of its reflective powers to receive later on more advanced instruction ; to give the
ild as he grows a facility in reading, writing, and summing intelligently ; and to
prepare the mind for an intellectual interest in the study and cultivation of the fine
arts when he arrives at early manhood and his mind is prepared to receive thems.

25. There is, however, one difficulty I have left undisposed of and on which I
must now say a word. A boy educated on the system I have been advocating would
not be able to pass the Primary or Lower Secondary Examination as they stand at the
end of his primary and lower secondary career ; but then T do not think it desirable |
that he should. I helieve these examinations in the midst of his advance towards
Matriculation can only have the effect of dissipating his mind by an unhealthy
excitement caused by the cramming process necessary to pass; while the anxiety of
pf&;ring for the test can only hinder the true development of his reasoning powers

18. In the primary department the chief subject of study in the infant and
first standards should be the vernacular and very elementary arithmetic, English
being added in the second and third standards with kindergarten for an hour daily in ‘
the infant and first standards and for two hours a week in the second and the third 3

as an interesting variety.

19. The'study of English, however, when begun should always be accompanied
by an insistance that no word or phrase or sentence be committed to memory till it
has been thoroughly understood and can be readily translated into the vernacular.
Answers to questions in English should also always be exacted in short, but correet
English sentences, and care should be taken that the child understands the words

it uses,

- 20. In the lower secondary or what would be then the IV, V and VI standards
or I, IT and ITI forms, English would become the first language apd inst?uctiqns
would be always given in English, but it should be taugh't thoroug_hly side by side with
the vernacular, special attention being paid te handwriting, spelling, and neatness of
execution. A second language might be taken up in the first form and arithmetic
should be taught not mechanically, but so that the_ student may be able not merely to
copy a model sum but to understand and explain the reason of each step as he
proceeds. If this were done thoroughly—and I fear the d1{ﬁeul_t_y at first would be to
find teachers capable of it—we should hear no more of the inability of students when

@: stunt their growth. e

i 26. Some sort of Primary and Lower Secondary Examinations are, however, neces: -
sary for those who do not seek to 8o on to the co_llegiate or even high school career,

- The question is therefore how are parents to be induced not to allow their childrem "

ko iculati : ition to the three R’s I ; { : : S - U
S e e, i e e B Erol i anntnd o (s Wiher st e ot sxamistions Wk, g S
' ﬁclus(iaveogfezhe 11 £ oxym soas to develop the faculty of enquiry in the young mind i ~_seems to me that as these hexamtm:'itlons a;‘s chiefly 1ntenddel;i to provide certificates ’hz@g% o
' . . . : . ‘“hose who intend to stay their studies at these stages and have no intention f pro- e
R ek o Ao st OxT D < f\}u L 'l‘,‘l ¥ ) + R = = % +r; h Ay - o 4 . L) g P 0
y :; 1 qllllestionmmg)fwhizl’z ;eogr\ga;{y ‘;li;o;{;ﬁlgebfi‘n;?ﬂzflur l’cﬂm}jf:é;ogy B}d}('z;ﬁoodi'g hifes ;'eedu.lg further, whose ambition (.ioes not exteqd beyond the pomtlon' ¢l peons and )
’ Sl gobes and maps. muchies, &c., an age bar for candidates appearing for these examinations might be Jid= / &

Above all, it must be insisted upon, whatever the subject of instruction be, that the SSEm—.
‘ teaching must be directed to the understanding of the child, and this above all in

{ languages and arithmetic, so as to develop the reasoning faculties rather than exer-

, cise the memory though I do not by any means wish to deprecate the necessity of

e the due and legitimate exercise of the memory. I would only stipulate that nothing

L be learnt by heart which is not understood. '

- imposed. For the class of students I have spoken of there is-fo need to pass these /
" examinations before the age of 16 or 17 as they cannot expect employment before
that age, and intending Matriculates would have passed the lower secondary stage
before they reached that age. Under such an arrangement those intending to go up
for these examinations would follow the ordinary course up to within a year or two of
the examination and then receive special instruction for the special subjects they
would take up as extra or optional in order to qualify for a certificate.

27. This difficulty being disposed of, T may go on to say that I do not of course
look forward with much hope to the early adoption of the views I have here pro-
pounded, but what I would ask, asa practical conclusion to my argument, would be'that
permission may be granted to this college to make an experiment of the scheme now
propounded, either by leaving us entirely free to prepare for the various examinations
according to our own methods and a curriculum of our own, or else, seeing we have |
a large school with several sections in each class, I would ask permission to set
apart one or two sections in each class for an experiment and see the effect of it when,
the two sets of students arrive at the IV form. My -contention is that before the end
of the first year in the high school class the boys well grounded in English and
arithmetic will have beaten the ethers and that a far larger proportion of them will
pass Matriculation when they come to it with success than of the boys brought up in
accordance with the existing curriculum. If you can see your way to allowing me
to make this experiment, or if necessary recommend it for the favourable consideration
of Government, I will submit to you a detailed curriculum of the studies I would
propose to adopt for the purpose.

21. Drawing too should be taught once a week in the lower secondary classes
s which would serve as a recreation and take the place of the kindergarten they were
accustomed to in the primary classes,

22. T cannot but think that if this system, which in substance for so ;man
centuries was accepted as the legitimate and undisputed mode of educating a child’s
mind, were once adopted in this country, a student would be able when he reached the
IV form to understand what he reads in history and geography, be capable of
understanding the initial elements of geometry as well as of making intelligible
notes for himself on the lessons in elementary science which he receives, and be
therefore in a position successfully to prosecute the study of these scienc:es. His
progress would then be steady and on’a sure base, his knowledge of English and
arithmetic would be practical and solid, and the time and labeur now lost at the
beginning of every year in revising and bringing boys up again to the point at which
they left off before the holidays would be gained.

23. In the V form the study of algebra might be advantageously com-
menced and would be followed with an intelligent interest instead of g dqll and slavish
imitation of model sums which are not understood. The student of science would be
able to read and understand his texts in the light of the experiments he sees and
explanation he receives, and he would be able to re-state the result of his reflection in
mntelligible language, while such faults as the omission of a subject or predicate now
0 common from his English sentences would at once strike the early eye and render
their occurrence impossible,

Read also the following extract from the resolutions passed at the last Educationg]
Conference of the Teachers Guild :—

* * , * * *




© © " ference in favour of prescribing text-books in the language portions of the curricula.
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5. That the Director of Public Instruction be requested to alter the curriculum
for the Lower Secondary Examination in such a way as to remove the evils caused
(1) by a too wide and hard course of studies, (2) by the} want of prescribed text-

books in English and the second language, and (3) by the recognition of partial
passes.

Proceedings, No. 9054 of 1899,

As a preliminary step towards the full consideration of the questions raised in the

pers read above, the Director requests Inspectors, Inspectresses, Assistant Inspectors
and heads of colleges and secondary schools to be good enough to favour him with their
views-omthe ~Reverend Father—Sewell’s eriticisms o0 the curricula in primary and
lower secondary schools, stating whether they consider the defects to be as widespread
and as serious as he makes out and how far in their opinion such defects as exist are

due to the overcrowding of the curriculum. They are also requested to favour the
Director with their views on the following points, namely : — !

(1) Whether any reduction should be made in the number of optional subjects
required to be taught in the lower secondary forms and in the primary classes. Article
9, Chapter ITI, and Article 13, Chapter IV, of the Grant-in-Aid Code require that, in
addition to the three R’s, four subjects should be brought up in lower secondary
forms and two subjects in primary classes.

2) Whether they would recommend the exclusion of Euclid from the curri-
culum for the sixth standard or second form and of Euclid and algebra from that
for the seventh standard or third form. The Director is of opinion that Euclid and
algebra should be removed from the Lower Secondary Examination. This would
probably do more than anything else to check the tendency to appear for the Lower
Secondary Examination on the part of third form pupils who intend to proceed to the
high school course. = k T SR

2. As regards the want of prescribed text-books referred to in the second of the
. papers read above, the Director does not consider that a case was made out at the Con-

A list o approved text-books is published by the Director from which managers
may choose, uurestrained liberty being given them in their choice.

3. The Director 2grees with the Conference in considering the recognition of

ial passes as inexpedieat. He has recently recommended to Government the-
removal from the Primary Examination notification of the concession of passing the
examination piecemeal ; and a similar change in the Lower Secondary Examination
is under contemplation.

4. In regard to the scheme proposed by the manager, St. J oseph’s College,
Trichinopoly, the Director sees no objection to his experimenting on the scheme

propounded by him in the manner he suggests.

5. The Director would also be glad to have the opinion of those consulted on
the expediency of allowing English to be studied by pupils in native schools only as
a second language or optional subject up to and including the seventh standard (or
such standard lower than the seventh as may seem best), the teaching and the exa-
mining in all the other subjects of the curriculum being in the vernacular language
of the pupils. It is thought that by following such a course the intelligence of the
pupils would be more thoroughly awakened and developed, while the command of
English possessed by pupils on entering the high .schog'eourse would not be less than.

i1 h t system. © b
it is under the present system B 4, Able &>,

g‘l LA

Director of Public Instruction..
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