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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—again the following paper :—
G-.0., No. 349, Educational, dated 11th June 1898.

————e

Rrap—also the following paper :—

From the Hon’ble Mr. D. DUNCAN, um.4.,, D.Se; LLD., Di i
. M i 1 A, D.SC5 LL.D. tor of Public

Instruction, to the Secretary to Gov,ernmént Ed’ucati , 1 oo

Madras, 22nd July 1899, No. 8251. : Sk

With reference to G.0., No. 349, Yducational, dated 11t
paragraph 2 (4) of G.O., No. 530, Educational, dated 22nd A\lltgl:mg ujngagéSQaii;dal}d
. continuation of my letter, No. 4876, dated 26th April 1899, 1 have the honour ?1
 state that I have fully considered, in consultation with the President, Board o(;
Examiners, College of Engineering, and the Aeting Principal of the (’Jolle e, the
question of rendering the examinations conducted by the above Board of Exagm’iners
fully self-supporting, and that I have come to the conclusion that it is not expedient

either to raise the f i : g
b 41 ise the fees paid by the candidates or to reduce the stipends allowed to the

9. Sinee the issue of (.0., No. 834, Educational, dated 29th N
the College syllabuses have undergone considerable ez;pansion by the ?:1%3331;’6309;92%
new subjects ; but notwithstanding this, the cost of setting the question papers ho
remal_ned almost the same as that estimated for in paragraph 5 of this oﬁige 1ettas
read in the Government Order quoted above. The increase in the cost of the ex .
nations is, therefore, due, apparently, to the steady increase in the strength ofmtrllll-
College and, consequently, in the increase in the number of candidates, who enter £ .
Fhe examinations, as will be seen from the fact that the number of ans,wer ape erhor
increased from 783 in 1892 to 1,750 in 1898. = Simultaneously with the 111)10p o
the e.xamznatmn charges, the fee revenue has also shown an increase, and th rez_isz =
duction in recent years of the entrance examinations for the sub-ove se beaul
surveyor and draftsman classes, which are conducted by the College starﬁe?r wor
charge, has tended to reduce considerably the net cost to Governmer%t 0 .
the final examinations of the College, as will be seen from the following ;gﬁiggl}nt T

Receipts f .
Year. Honorariam. exau?inatrig[;1 Net cost to
fien, Government.

RS. RS. RS,
1892-93 3,832 9

’ - 658
150304 4,106 2,146 Vot
1894-9 4,503 2,511 1,992
1895-96 4,231 2,730 150
1896-97 4,018 3,625 o
1847-98 4,940 4,100 i
1898-99 4,831 4,325 232

3. To wipe off even the slight deficit noticed above it w
to submit, to adopt one or other of the following courses : — ould be necessary, I beg
(1) To reduce the rates of remuneration to the examiners.

(2) To reduce the number of question papers by givi coldiar
papers in certain selected subjects for two or more diﬁe};egtv::{lagsszgmmon s iiioal

“»
o ————
= g
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(3) To convert full unit papers into papers of half a unit by reducing the time
allotted to certain selected subjects.

Government is probably aware of the difficulty of selecting competent examiners
for the honoraria given in connection with the College of Engineering, and if the rates
of remuneration, which, it is considered, are already low, be further reduced, it will
not, I apprehend, be practicable to secure the services of capable gentlemen willing to
serve on the Board of Examiners. The first proposal is, therefore, not feasible. Nor
can the second be adopted, so long as the attainments and status of the several classes
of the College differ so widely and the diplomas and certificates for each class command
a different value. The third course would tend to make the examinations in the
subjects concerned, as well as the instruction in those subjeets, narrow and superficial.
Quch a result would be highly detrimental to the interests both of the College and of
the Public Works Department. Considering the annual outlay on the upkeep of the
College, I deprecate the adoption of this course.

4. In the circumstances detailed above, 1 am of opinion that the slight saving
that might be effected by the carrying out of any of the above proposals would not
warrant the disturbance of the existing arrangements, Before coneluding, I beg to be
permitted to remark that the Madras College of Engineering is one of the most
economically managed institutions of the kind and that any proposal for reduction in
the expenditure will only stultify the efforts of the department and Government
towards the development of Engineering education in this Presidenocy.

JEES——

OrpEr—No. 547, Educational, dated 22nd August 1899.

In paragraph 2 (4) of its order No. 530, Educational,.dated the 22nd August
1898, the Government decided that it was inadvisable to raise the scale of fees puid
by candidates for the final examination of the College of Engineering and this decision
will be adhered to. As however it is necessary that the examination should be made
self-supporting the rates of remuneration allowed to the examiners will be reduced
as shown below. The Government does not share the Director’s apprehension that

if the rates are T

examiners :(—
Enl‘%:;zx: A Drsughtsman
subordinate T )
classes. class.
RS. A. P, RS, A. P.
For each unit question paper seb = o) OO ZWRI0 40 0 O
. L % L6110 = 0ysr? 0 8 0~

A answer paper valued

9. The Director should have explained the inordinate and unnecessary delay that
has occurred in the submission of his report and will be requested to guard against
similar delay in future. -

3. The following letter will be despatehed to the Government of India.

(True Extract.)

M. HAMMICK,
Ag. Secretary to Government.

To the Director of Public Instruction.

- Accountant-Genera.l.

o

Lerrer—No. 548, Fducational, dated Ootacamund, 99nd August 1899, to the Secre-
tary to the Government of India, Home Department,

With reference to paragraph 2 of Mr. Nathan’s letter, No. 190 (Examinations),
dated the 14th May 1898, requesting that the Government of India may be favoured
with an expression of the opinion of this Government on the question of raising the

fees payable by candidates for the final examination of the College of Engineering,

a—a,

educed it will be impracticable to secure the services of capableu



A »Uhl”nnlm.-.-,._

4 Nos. 547, 548, EpucatioNaL, 228D Av3zust 1)899. ‘ Educa;tionavl (1897 ) Depalrtmento

Madras, T am directed to state that as the students of the College are generally poor 7
and the term fees payable by the sub-overseer and surveyor class have been recentl 1 : /L REX
increased, His Excellency th}; Governor in Council does };ot consider it advisable to . CURRENT NO*. /-
raise the scale of fees for the final examination. In order however to make the 4

examination self-supporting the Government has decided to reduce the rates of ,
remuneration payable to the examiners and a copy of its proceedings on the subject is ! %
enclosed. It is expected that by this means a saving of at least Rs. 700 will be

effected in the charges, the net cost to Government on account of the examination
having been only Rs. 506 in 1898-99,

2. With reference to paragraph 2 of your letter, No. 400, dated the 21st July v i f ' iy [
1899, T am to express regret for the protracted delay in the decision of this question (8 :

‘ v
which was caused by the Director of Public Instruction failing to submit the report §
called for from him. ;

i
4(

M. HAMMICK i 2 g P A
Ag. Secretary to G’ove;znment. - : From fA A/‘-’Z/oi' 2 1/

Order

No. £ 237

B i i O
Dated ZZ/ >
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