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No. 3322, dated Calcutta, the 13th July 1898.

From—A. PepLer, Esa., Offg. Director of Public Instruction, Bengal,
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Municipal Department.

I mavE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your No. 1073, dated
22nd February 1898, in which you ask for a report on the steps taken to give
effect to the orders contained in paragraph 18 of the Government Resolution
No. 1285, dated 28th March 1895, on the subject of the Diplomas to be issued
to passed candidates from Vernacular Medical Schools.

2. I have the honour to report that I have been in consultation with the
Superintendents of the various Medical Schools and with the Inspector-General
of Civil Hospstals. The Inspector-General has also_considered all the reports
from the Superintendents of the Medical Schools which were submitted to this

>

“office.

3. With reference to the use of the term * Licentiate” by students who
have simply - passed through the Vernacular Medical Schools, grave objection is
taken by several of the officers. This bears out the cbjection raised in your
letter now under reply. Some of the officers who have been consulted are also
of opinion that the term Diplomate” proposed in your letter is usually

‘employed to indicale a fairly high standard of qualification, and, if anything,

rather higher than that indicated by the term ¢ Licentiate.”

4. The main objections to the use of the term Licentiate,” &e., are sum-
marised in the following paragraphs of a letter from the Inspector-General of
Civil Hespitals to my address, dated 26th April 1898 :—

“2, T have carefully gone into this question, not only here, but as Administrative
Medical Officer in Rajputana, and Officiating Inspector-General, Civil Hospitals, in the North-
‘Western Provinces and Oudh, and have come to the conclusion that the words ¢ Licentiate’
and ‘Diplomate,’ even with the prefix Vernacular, which is sure to be dropped, are misleading,
and do not correctly describe the individuals who have been trained in the Campbell, Patna,
Dacea and Cuttack Medical Schools.

«3, The title of Licentiate is already appropriated for University students in India, and
in Europe is only given to persons who, in the words of the Medical Act of 1856, bave
attained a ‘standard of proficiency’ which ‘shall be such as sufficiently to guarantee the
possession of knowledge and skill requisite to the efficient practice of medicine, surgery and
midwifery.’” The standard of professional proficiency and the general attainments of the
pupils of the Vernacular Medical Schools in Bengal, as well.o#haseducational tests, are not
such as to meet the above requirements. I have come to this conclusion mainly on the
following grounds:—

“(1) The Government of India, as far back as 1865* and again 1879, remarked that

* No. 2203, dated 10th March 1865, the Vernacular Medical Schools were only
Home Department, Government of intended pmma.nly to educate youths to be
g/ ndin. Hospital Assistants in the Government service,
or to act as village practitioners.

“(2) In his No. 1054, dated 11th December 1894, to the Secretary to Government,
Municipal Department, Bengal, Surgeon-Colonel Harvey, Inspector-General,
Civil Hospitals, Bengal  zliberately stated that the Civil Hospital Assistants
of Bengal were infer’ , in his opinion, as a body to the same class in the
North-Western Provinces and Oudbh. This coincides with my own experience
in those provinces, and is confirmed by my practical knowledge of Hospital
Assistants from the Agra Medical School in the North-Western Provinces, the
Lahore Medical College in the Punjab, and from the Patna and Campbell
Medical Schools in Bengal. :

% (3) The Government of India held similar views, because in Home Department
No. 453, dated 29th June 1895, directions were given that the course of study
in the Bengal Vernacular -Schools should extend over four instead of three
years, mainly on the ground that the standard of proficiency was lower than in
North India.

% (4) The syllabus of examination of the principal of these schools, viz., the Campbell
Medical School, -clearly indicates a low standard, as it is directed that the
questions in anatomy and physiology should be of a simple character, that
only simple surgical and common medical diseases should be enquired into,
and the ability to perform simple midwifery operations ascertained. More-
over, the practical courses are short, and are evidently intended to turn out
medical assistants or subordinates, and not such completely trained medical
practitioners as licentiates are always held to be.
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4. The above statement of facts clearly proves that lioen;,iatea ofl the ?nivmihifs and 5
Colleges have just f laint at the existence of an inferior class of men who are P ¢
B T B v T o T e O shore i Hospital Assistants © o [PROPOSED FORM OF CERTIFICATE.]

1n other provinces have equal and similar grounds for dissatisfaction, This is, I believe, the
explanation of His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor’s observation that troubles arise in
ofﬁer provinces because the Hospital Assistants from the Campbell Medical Sehool. are called
vernacular licentiates. The truth is that these men are intended to be subordinates and
assistants only; and as I think the word ¢ Diplomate’ is usually associated with high qualifica-
tions in every profession, I recommend that a certificate alone should be granted to all pupils
of the Vernacular Medical Schools, and that they should be entitled to call themselves
Hospital Assistants, a title which I find is not confined to Government servants, but is given
in the Agra Medical School to all the students who pass out of it, whether they enter Gove.m-
ment s’ervice or not. Thereis no objection to two or three grades of certificates being
given.’

5. Dr. Hendley having since perused all the .opinions of the other officers .
consulted reiterates 'yi’n a le%ter datgd 17th June 1898 his opinion that the term “'{,1" -“i-‘
Hospilal Assistant is the eorrect one to be used, and he is supported in this by o et

the opinion of the Principal of the Medical College, Calcutta. .
6. In view of the strong arguments brought forward by Dr. Hendley, e
I would therefore propose that‘the term Hospital Assistant should be used
instead of Licentiate of the Medical School. In this way any possible confusion & @
of terms would be avoided ; and as Dr. Heudley indicates” the term Hospital
Assistant has the advantage of established usage, it also adequately describes
the qualifications of the students in question, and it does not lend itself to the
assumption of higher titles. -
7. If this designation is accepted, the proposed form of certificate
attached might perhaps be accepted. It will be seen that the form is practically :
/" the same as that now used in the Dacca Medical School, a copy of which is also THIS IS TO CERTIFY that Babu
_/ attached for reference. -
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Medical School,

Extract, paragraphs 1 to 4, of a letter from the Government of Bengal, No. 4983-Medi-
cal, dated the ryth A ugust 1898.

—————————

In 1865 a class, known as the “ Vernacular Licentiate Class,” was
established at the Medical College, Calcutta, for the purpose of teaching minor

medicine and surgery through the medium of Bengali. " In this class
was transterred to what is now the Campbell Medical School, and the practice
grew up of granting to passed students a 1‘:1“(;'}\'!:. or diploma, stating them to
be qualified as Vernacular Lic atesi In€ and Surgery.” No formal

authority for this title can be tre

No. 4046-Medl., dated the 19th Decemher 1893, to report 1e conditions and
requirements of the Campbell and other vernacular medica schools, recom-
mended that the license should authorise the holder to s yle himself “ Licentia

of the C

! centiate

ampbell (or other) Medical Scho: L” Their recommendation was
ac (:.:ppwl‘ but u':t,ing to an u\‘crsi}?“h: on the part of the Director of Public In-
struction no action was taken on it.

2. In 1894 the Committee appointed under this G ment Resolutior

come to notice. that
52

¢ and confusion had been 1se of the title Licentiate,
1s also borne (without the” qual; 711 * Vernacular ) |

)Y €rsons
examinations of the Calcutta University ‘a certain
tor of Public Instruction was accordinelv isked to report,

! pitals Principal and
edical College, Calcutta, whether in future passed students of
" medical schools might not more properly be styled “ Diplomates

school through which they had passed.
. I am now to submit, for the consideration and orders of the Gove m-
f India, a copy of a letter No. 3322, dated the 13th July 1898, from the
‘ublic Instruction on the subject. The L eutenant-Governor agrees
> view expressed by the Director anc by the Inspector-General of Civil
Hospitals, whose opinion is qu : y Mr. Pedler, and considers the form
of certificate proposed a suitable one, so tar as Bengal is concerned. As, how-
ever, it 1s desirable that the designations conferred on passed students of verna-
cular medical schools should be 25 far as possible uniform throughout India, and
as the general  question of the status and prospects of Civil Hospital Assistants.
which has recently formed the subject of correspondence with the Government of
India may be indirectly affected by any change in these designations, I am to
enquire whether there s any objection to the adoption of the proposed certificate.,

G. C. Press, Simla,==No, 1975 H. D.=16- 11-98~160.
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Home Department. J
B Medical,

r
mla, t/ze/7 November 1898, 3

SIR,

[ AM directed to .l ward an extract, *; aragraphs 1 to 4, of a letter-
from the Government of Bengal, No. 4983-Medie, Fal #Mated the 13th August
last, and a copy of the letter from the Officiating Di or of Public Instruction,
Bengal, referred to therein, on the subject of tp x_‘;m_dgvsjgg_a,_tj_or_z_sm;confg_g‘red on
assed candidates of vernacular medical school '[s, and to make the following
obsérvations~on~the subject for the considera [tion of the Government of

elacrao -

2. In 1865 a class, known as the “ Vernz )cular Licentiate Class,” was
established at the Medical College, Calcutta, for tI he purpose of teaching minor v
medicine and surgery through the medium of Beng |ali. * [n 1873 this class was :
transferred to what is now the Campbell Medica' | School at Calcutta, and the
practice grew up of granting to passed studen s a license or diploma, stating
them to be qualified as ‘“ Vernacular Licentlate, s in Medicine and Surgery.”

In 1894 a Comnfitiee, appointed under the order: s of the Government of Bengal
to report on the conditions and requirements‘} of the Campbell and other
vernacular medical schools, recommended tha |t the license should authorize
———— the holder to style himself ‘“Licentiate of the Campbell (or other) Medical
" r School.” ' Nis recommendation was accepted | by the Local Government, but
action wAS® ‘er-taken on it. It has been re  jresented to the Government of
4 Bengal that f\ e use of the title “ Licentiate” b passed students of vernacular
schools of meticine causes inconvenience and _{eonfusion, and that Government
has suggested, on the advice of its Director of _, Yublic Instruction and Inspector :
1 General of Civil Hospitals, that these pa /sed students should be styled }
Hospital Assistants of the school in which they /are trained.

l 3. The Government of India agree with (the Government of Bengal that

: it is desirable that the designations conferred |on passed students of vernacular

: schools should be, as far as possible, uniform. _throughout India, but they do

: L i“;’—-L—-.)‘ : not agree that the designation Hospital As«jistant ” would be a suitable one,
: The term connotes an assistant in a hospita [i, and is rightly applied to such

of the passed students as enter the service Jof the Government and work in ;

e

wf:' B e -‘-J‘.~*,‘l
1

e

e

- hospitals under supervision. Those who do n(pt take service under the Govern- o
g ﬁg@ : : ment act for the most part as independent pra ftitioners ; they do not assist any- {
: . B, body, and have no connection with hospitals. It would, the Government of India of
) 3 - think, be likely to cause confusion to confitr on these practitioners the title g
' A g ‘ by which the subordinate medical officers of t he Government are known, The 0,
3 § 2, RS | Government of India also think that it wculd be a retrograde step to lower 2
: g rf 4 the designation of the passed students of the Government medical schools, ice
¥ in view specially of the efforts that have been.made to improve their course : :

of study and their general status.

e 1
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4: On the other hand the use of the term Licentiate in conn
tbose_ Passed students doc 'S not “seem to the Government of India
to objection. The term [ -icentiate conveys the idea, which js also
fact, that after 2 course o { instruction ang eXamination successfy] st
licensed by the school authorities, under Powers granted to them by the
overnment, to practise 1 nedicine and surgery, The title iS not a monopoly
of a University, and in Gr €at Britain is ysed by a number of medical schools

and colleges, though not b y any University, To avoid any . Possible confusion

N

8 the 27¢\7#Zé«/ 1897',

./)Z. L¢/(‘,£"// e ' d o t;fzp ‘_/,// /jé/’z,
// v

/4

r//'
the students who qualify a;t the various schools would be differentiated by the |
appendage to the title of t} 1€ name of the school in which it is granted. The
. lxce_ntxate:s of the different s chools would then bpe known by the fo]lowing desig- 4. b7,
nations, indicated briefly by’ the appropriate initials :— s Asac
L. M. M. C, “wes  Licentiate of the Madras Medica] College. o . / v
LT.MS. Licentiate of the Tanjore Medical School. sou 6017{“” < ploperet
L.N. M. s. «. 1Licentiate of the Nellore Medical Schoo] lodateo Vetic a a “/Zaa/‘ Jeo »
L.G.M.C.B ,Lxcentxafe of the Grant Medical College Bombay. T / 7—
LPMS «..  Licentiafe of the Poona Medical School, 7 o v
L.A. M. S, w. l-icentiate of the Ahmedabad Medical School, i ‘\“ | " S
[-H.M.S. ., picentiate of the Hyderabyg Medical School. . | I am directed to invite atte
LCMS - L -centiate of the Campbell Medica] School, Calcutta, | e A
L.D.M.S. «. L-centiate of the Dacca Medical School, : RWN(" o i 7 4 W/yf oo : d
L.P. M. S. «. ™ Lcentiate of the Patna Medijcal School, " | o R e By
L.A.M.S. . L-icentiate of the Agra Medical Schogl, ;
L.L M.S. «e Licentiate of the Lahore Medica] School, R 55
5. I am to request that ¢ he Opinion of the Government of elpdrae : 2
o
: Aggeita Thimedt 4 I have the honour to be, i
on the above proposals for Systematizing the des;
: gnations conferred on th
¢ Passed students of vernacular medical schools may be stated for the conmdera(-3 5

tion of the Governor General iin Council, YO‘HOSt T e

¥ - i

r I ’;(‘_
V (~~ 7 o

v\_\//7 to the Govt. of India.

:
|

)

l . Your most obedient Servant,

0/

l»,iw Ofp. Secretary 1o 4y Government of /ndia,

MM?

P
Dept.

L Enolos. Nowinte :
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