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‘ Dated Tubingen, Holderlin Street, the 12th February 1898,

From—The Reverend Dr, F. Krrret, Retired Missionary of the Basel Missionary
Society,

To—C. H. Tawxey, Esq., Librarian to the India Office, Westminster, London, W.

Permit me to address you and solicit your attention to a subject to which
I have devoted the best years of my life. Being now a retired Missionary of
the Basel Evangelical Mission Society and having spent a good many years in
South-Western India, the bent of my natural inclination was largely directed
towards philological researches of the Dravidian languages, and chiefly of
Kannada, and the Committee of that Society requested me to undertake the
compilation of a Kannada-English Dictionary, a work which after 15 years’
unwearied labours was accomplished in 1892 and printed in the Basel Mission
Press at Mangalore and published there by the Basel Mission Book and Tract
Depository in 1894 with the financial aid of the Representatives of the India
Office who had also assisted the Committee of the Basel Society with a very
liberal grant during my preparation of the work. The Dictionary, copies of
which are in the library of the India Office, met with the approval of Indian
scholars and especially of my late lamented friend, Dr. R. Rost, your prede-
cessor. As a token of its appreciation of my labours the University of Tubingen
bestowed upon me the degree of Dr. Philosophize honoris causa in 1896,

2. After my return to Germany in 1892 the Basel Mission Committee sug-
gested to me the composition of a much needed scientific and practical
Grammar of the Kannada language comprising the ancient, medizval and
mordern dialects and chiefly intended for students of Colleges, European Civil
Servants, and Mission ents of the South Mahratta, Mysore and Canara
Districts. The work is now in preparation, and probably will be completed in
manuscript within the course of the current year; but then there arises the all
important question as to the means to carry it through the Press, and now
there is that as to the means to rélieve the Society of the cost of my mainten-
ance during the time I shall be still engaged in the completion of the manus-
cript.  With a deficit of nearly 200,000 Frs. in the yearly income, the Basél
Mission Society will be thankful to receive friendly assistance, and I am
desired, as in the case of my Dictionary, to solicit the aid of those who are
principally interested in and benefifted by the publication of the Grammar,
and, perhaps, I may not go wrong, if with confidence, as I did to Dr. Rost, I
venture to address myself to you for help or advice how to get it for the execu-
tion of my task.

3. I am aware of the great financial difficulties in which the Government
of India has been placed through the recent, unprecedented and combined
calamities in England’s great Dependency, but the well ,known generosity
and liberality of the Indian Government in the advancement of science has
never grudged its aid to a well deserving scientific undertaking, and, if only
properly represented, it may also in the present instance extend its favourable
consideration to my request for a moderate grant-in-aid, that within the short
span of my natural life—being now 66 years of age—I may be enabled to
carry my Kannada Grammar through the Press and have the comforting assur-
ance of working on without falling a burden upon the resources of the Society.

4. In the hope of your kindly considering my request and favouring me
with a reply. .
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Dated Basel, the 15th February 1898,

From—The Reverend TaeoDOR OcHLkr, Inspector, Basel Missionary Society,
To—C. H. Tawxgy, Esq., Librarian to the India Office, Westminster, London, W,

In the name of the Committee of the Basel Missionary Society, I have
the honour to forward to you a letter from the Reverend F. Kittel, Phil. Dr.,
in Tubingen, concerning a grant-in-aid towards his support during the time of
his being engaged in writing his Kanarese Grammar and towards the public-
ation of the said book. I only beg to add that Dr. Kittel’s petition is by no
means an “Oratio pro domo,” as the material assistance of the British Govern-
ment will not influence his own salary, but simply relieve the Society in a time
of serious economical difficulties.

Warmly recommending Dr. Kittel’s letter to your kind consideration, ete,
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No. R. & L. 872, dated India Office, Whitehall, S.W., the 22nd Tebruary 1898.

From—F. C. Daxvers, Esq., Registrar and Superintendent of Records,
To—The Reverend TagopoR OCHLER, Basel Missionary Society, Basel.

1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 15th instant,
which will be duly laid before the Secretary of State. Before doing s0
however, I should be glad to learn what is the estimated cost of printing and
publishing the proposed Kanarese Grammar, what pumber of copies the Society
would be likely to print beyond those which may be required by the Govern-
ments in India, and what is the price at which it is proposed to publish the
work.
Dated Tubingen, the 1st March 1898.
From—The Reverend Dr. F. Krrrer, Retired Missionary of the Basel Missionary
Society,

To—The Under Secretary of State for India.

1 have the honour to acknowledge with thanks your letter, dated the 22nd
February 1898, R. & L. 372, and to observe that, as the information required
about the cost of printing and publishing my Kanarese Grammar as well as the
number of copies required by the Society and the sale-price can only be ascer=
tained by consulting the Manager of the Printing Press at Mangalore, South
India, there may be some delay before I shall be able to communicate the result
of my enquiry.

9. Meanwhile I feel grateful for, and encouraged by, the prospect of my
humble petition being loid before the Secretary of State, and hope it will
meet with his favourable consideration.

Dated Tubingen, the 29th April 1898.

From—The Reverend Dr. F. KrrTeL, Retired Missionary of the Basel Missionary
Society,

To—The Under Secretary of State for India.

With reference to your letter of the 22nd February 1898, No. R. & L. 372,
and my reply, dated the 1st March, I have the honour, On receipt of the desired
information from India, to make the following statements 1=

(1) Estimating the number of pages at 400 demi octavo or about 50
forms, the cost of printing and publishing my Kanarese Gram-
mar is calculated for 1,000 copies at R1,500.

(2) Supposing Government to require 500 copies, the Society would

reserve to itself the other 500 copies or share the 1,000 copies to
be printed in any other proportion with Government.

(3) The price to be fixed upon the work is estimated at R4 or 5, depend-
ing on the number of pages in excess of the estimate.
Should therefore Government be inclined to generously make a grant-in-
aid of B2,000, it would eventually receive an equivalent in value by securing
500 copies of the Grammar. 2

The work is now so far advanced that the manuseript may be in the h d
of the Printer by the end of the year. i el

Soliciting the favour of your kind support as formerly requested.

No. R. & L. 916, dated the 26th May 1898,

From— Sir A. GoDLEY, K.C.B., Her Majesty’s Under Secretary of State for India.

To—The Reverend Dr. F. Kirrer, Retired Missionary of the Basel Missionary
Society,

1 am directed by the Secretary of State for India in Council to acknow-
ledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 29th ultimo, giving particulars
regarding the production of your proposed Kanarese Grammar, and in reply to
acquaint you that the question has been referred to the Government of India
for such action as they may think desirable.

G.1 C.P.0. No. 308 H. D,—22-8-98.—156.~P, K. B \3/

Inpia OFFICE;
London, the 2ud June 1898.

Public (Records).
No. 21.

To His Excellency the Right Honourable the GOVERNOR
GENERAL of India in Council.

My LorD,

I rorwARD herewith, for Your Excellency’s information, a COPy
of a correspondence relating to a proposed Kanarese Grammar by the Reverend
Dr. F. Kittel, formerly of the Basel Missionary Society.

9. As the work will be printed at the Mission Press at Mangalore, 1 con-
sider that the question of patronage can best be dealt with by your Govern-
ment, after consultation with those of Madras and Bombay, and, possibly, the
Hyderabad and Mysore Governments, who, it will be remembered, joined in
aiding the publication of the Kanarese Dictionary by the same author.

3. Dr. Kittel has therefore been informed that the matter has been referred
to your Government for such action as you may deem desirable.
T have the honour to be,
My LorD,

Your Lordship’s most obedient;;humble Servant,

-

GEORGE HAMILTON.
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A. T. PRINGLE, Esq.,
Asstt. Secretary to the Government of India,

FroMm

To
Tae CHIEF SECRETARY 10 THE GOVERNMENT oF MADRAS.
Tue CHIEF SECRETARY 10 THE GOVERNMENT or BOMBAY,
Tae RESIDENT ar HYDERABAD.
Tre RESIDENT ix MYSORE.

Home Department.
Books. O

Calcutta, the ;73"'2ugust 1898.
S1R,

Wit reference to the accompanying despatch from the Secretary of
State, No. 21-Public (Records), of the 2nd June last, respecting the prepax-
ation of a Kanarese grammar by the Reverend Dr. F. Kittel, formerly of the

Madras=
the Government of Bombay

Basel MiSSion’ I am direCted to eanire Whether the Government of His Highness the Nizam
the Mysore State

desire(s) to extend ©* patronage to the work in question, and if so, to what
extent.

I have the honour to be,
SiR,

Your most obedient servant,

A. T. PRINGLE,
Asstt. Secretary to the Government of India.

No.

Cory forwarded to the Foreigﬁ Department for information.

By order,

A. T. PRINGLE,
Asstt. Secretary to the Government of India.
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Tur HonorasLe Mr. D. DUNCAN, m.a,, psc, LLD,

8
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‘ w3 - Madras,
K
'Y 8.0 No. Department. Date.
‘ To
\ ; The Secretary to Government, J
. \ Fducational Department,
= : Fort Saint George.
3"! ;l
‘}&a +rmunuu{5 .*- SIR, :
a .,.Q . ' In returning the papers rorwarded with endorsement ai
‘.~M i S e ) ! :
’ \ No 2076 Educational dated 28th ultimo,I have the honour to state
N : d : .
""""‘ MY “\ *""“' ""\ o that seven copies . of Dr.Kittel’s Canarese Grammar may be taken ‘
20 \mu RN Yourre B ity ; for this Department one for this office and the rest for i
: . ‘distribution to the institutions noted below:- ‘
{ v )»r\'s b \A ¢ » \u.‘? X;M‘«x*‘“ 2
' ’ : No of copies. ‘
N e d s iy §‘ sasfmse !:_)sml:)\ ”‘ . . -
5\ Presidency College ; | 1
. l;.“m par a3 WNrad ' Kumbakonam College : 3
: Rajahmundry College - } d
‘. % - )
— & — Mangalore College _ 1 {
Government Training School,Mangalore 1 ,“
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