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GOVERNM ENT OF M4 DRAS.
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REVEN UE DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the foIlowilmedin
8S of the Board of Revenue Separate R
No. 150, dated 174, May 1898 ¢ (>%P 5

“ %following letter from W 8. MEYER, ps I.C
Win v 8 q., I.C.8., to the Secretary to th
I\}gm?r)%lcsmner of Separate Revenue, da,ted Calcutta,’ 23rd Novembeg 1697‘:

With reference to paragraph y of G.0., No. 1243, Judicial, dateq 27th August

1897, have the honour to submit ¢ f 1 o 1 ; 1
ment of work, "o Sep e following Suggestions for the further curtajl-

. a Revenue Department, They are bageq upon not
Which I had uot hiag time to &up into letter form before I l}eft Madras, 7

A ~—ABKAky REeruRys,

: 0"' h)i sen, ? ! ' | g ” :
S WPPSS ™ "‘am'ﬁ&e -- ¢ % zg?cn}fbio:s;t::{/lz?g Orders Nys. 155 ¢ 17,1 _should, I think, bc carefully
\ . €Y contain a number of formg which are pot DOW 1n use op
basent’ & W : » While in Some cages the Periodicity of the retubn or tH8 o
m..\..., ‘fw Kders Prescribing requires to he aI}tercd }farapya ™
- F r .
e A RLaTyRDloy

, P@eraph 14 of Standin 3 :
'ﬁ;‘? %lmﬁgta el ot in'ccovcral-l ; g (?rder: I\c. _157, Collectors are required to
. G5 ,% B thorery : ile arrears of ahkgyq Tévenue once 5 quarter; and
€to contain ot only this statement byt also g Quarter]y statemen t

Sahanss ) B4 resalod o As o mait .
r Z‘}gngci e_s gut’ er Of fact, hOWEVeI‘, the latter statement 1S not submitted bv

) 18 eompiled in the Foard’s office from the monthly »
7 : statement
tRw ﬁievk)w{fi“ to the demand, collection anq balance statemenf:). o e

(2) The statement showing the realization i
: : / of guaranteeq abkg 1
is onﬂ.frhe‘hppendlces to Paragraph 15 ¢ Standing Order No. 157 Wil R

as, the minj ¢ stem, whi i '
» &1 1 lmun\;fli\- 1ra1;tee 8y srefn, which Was 1n foree in the Tindivanay,
”fﬁuk UXs of the Sourp Arcot distriet, hag been abolisheq,

Vopnen W, ® The xeport of excise ady, : ‘ :
.}( V0. 166 hag L H?gie balf-yearly zfz:ld(;esaz?;gigdﬁd.);o gaﬁ.zgmgh 1 of Standing Order
> § O Septentboss | 897" Paragraph 22 of Bogpd s Proeecdmgs, No. 374,

“ndb s (4) Ihgﬁsgatgmcnt showing th, charges undep «

'd ; and a pey enclosure T, hag been
he hemp plaent.aecount of ganja, bhang and other intoxicating
(5) Enel I and IT ¢, the month] :

-uent are printeq 28 appendices ¢, paragrapg ge:}a%i’tnfﬁﬁieggg anl(\f' bala5n e
appears from the body of the Standin S o 0 157 which

. L DAY 3¢ d g Orders ¢ hav
Stl.‘OC("edlngS,r Mis, l\q ‘1202 dateq 23rd F(ebru;)ry alvgi)lb.een C:UCﬁ::dr b}171 B(;al‘i’s-
anding Order Preseribing the enclosures hag HOW to be altepeq D &

A ; B, C, D, F g . P
tion report, as Printed in the appendicc’s t(; Standin;; 01311(3 ;\Q'Io.tol :i%e o Admuustra-
Tm

Now in use, The same remark applies ¢

7 of Manding Opdey No. 157, as also
< of the same Standing Order ang

~a

- 8hops of the original bids, the bids at resales, the logses by resales, and the amounts

that remain outstanding after crediting deposits, &e., towards such losses. This state-
ment is not compiled and submitteq to Government with the Board’s review of demand,
collection and balance statements, nor is it required except for the Purpose of ascer-
taining the variations in the demand caused by resales, [ would suggest therefore
that the enclosure be dispensed with anq Collectors required-to explain such variations
i the demand in g foot-note to the demand, collection and balance statement, as is done
in the statement of land revenue ang Cesses submitted to the Commissioners of Land
Revenue, )

was done in the cage of land revenue anq cesses by Board’s Proceedings, No. 503,
Land Revenue, dated 1st September 1893, clause (3). The collections to be entered in
columns 2 and 3 of this statement for any month shoulq correspond to thoge entered
in column 10 of the body of the demand, collection and balance statements for that
month and for the corresponding month of the Previous year (paragraph 6 of Standing
Urder No. 157, Board’s Proceedings, No. 247, dated 7th May 1888, and Board’s
Pmceedings. No. 461, dated.14th September 1888, paragraph 4). The statement to
be submitted to Government can therefore be compiled in the Board’s office, and it
wilisbe sufficient if Collectors are required to enter the tota] collections under Abk4ri

o would, indeed, go further and suggest that the submission of g Separate
comparative statement to Government might be discontinued, as for the purpose of
explaining the variations in the total collections for the Prcsidency (vide Paragraph 2
of Board’s Proceedings, No. 596 of 3rd December 1894), it will be sufficient to give
the total collections for the Presidency for the corresponding period of the previous
year at foot of colymn 10 of the Board’s demand, collection and balance under ¢« Total

reconeiliation memorandum to be furnished to it with the Administration report.
P Monthly Aceount of Consumption of Country S/)z'rz't‘s_ (Dy).~These monthly
Pide Board’s Proceedings, No. 3682 dateq 2Ccouuts were origina]] ’prescri})ecl by the

29th October 1884 (paragraphs 2 and 4) and ]?oard .in. 1884 at the SUggeS,tl.On of the
Paragraph 1 of the G.0. ip Board’s Proceeq-
ings, No. 4184, dated 6th Deceraber 1884,

newly introduced. As, howevcr, the statements of consumption were, in most cases,
Dot received from arrack vend farmers apq independent shopkeepérs'except after great
delay, and were, after all, of doubtfy] accuracy, the Board issyeqd instructions (vide
Board’s Proceedings, No. 117, dated 28} February 1888), to the effect that the quan-
tity of spirits issued from distilleries, Warehouses and wholesale vend depbts to farmers

from the register of permits submitted by officers in charge of distilleries and ware.
houses and the monthly extracts received from the Collectors of other districts, and
from a monthly return to pe obtained from every wholesale vendor of country spirits
licensed to supply the distriets ; while supplemental instructions were issued in Board’s
Proceedings, No. 463, dated 17t} September 1888, as to cases in which a licensee of
two or more farms hag only a single dep6t and distributed liquor therefyom to the
several farms. The compilation of the statements in the Collector’s office (as contem-
plated in Board’s Proceedings, No, 81, dated 4th May 1887, and in paragraph 4 of
Board’s Proceedings, No, 117, dated 23th February 1888 ), entailed much labour ;
nevertheless the statements go Prepared and submitted were not, up to the year

1891-92, utilizeq by the Board, which, based the returns of onsumption submitted
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Government on the statements of issues received by it direct from the officers in charge

of distilleries and warehouses. Towards the close of 1891, however, the Board found

that variations in issues to the several districts eould not be satisfactorily accounted

for, as the wholesale shops in one district frequently supplied retail shops in other

districts also ; and it accordingly obtained

Government Order in Board’s Proceedings, the sanction of Government to base the

No. 76, dated 9th February 1892, statistics of consumption for each district

on the issues from the distilleries, ware-

houses and *wholesale shops conjointly to retail vendors as given in the returns
submitted by the Collector concerned., ‘

I would now suggest that, in view to reduce the work of compilation to be done ’
in the Collectors’ offices, they may be required to obtain information from wholesale
vend depots only as regards the quantity of liquor issued therefrom to retail liquor
shops in adjoining districts and to submit the same to the Board, so as to enable it to
make the necessary alterations in the issues to the several districts as reported to it
by officers in charge of distilleries. The statement of consumption can, in this event,
be prepared in the Board’s office itself as was done before 1892,

8. Even if the above proposal be not accepted, information regarding the number
of shops sanctioned and open and the average selling prices per gallon of the different
strengths of spirits need not be furnished every month. These statistics are not

embodied in the retarn submitted to Gov-

Without tp
not diminjgp it
humbep, 3

Maximym Numbey of bot
e

P) : 1 . €para te 8
Statement appended to Board’s Proceedings, ernment with the Board’s remarks on the vard wil] pe, S In thege x P system
No. 228, dﬁf:d 5th June 1897, Collectors’ statements of consumption ; onsider jts decisiop above p, ferthistta ooyl Tespectf, 1y rethe Boar an
: and I submit that it would be sufficient i of the M E quest that the
to exhibit them in the annual statements submitted with the Administration report— “o appenlix 4, 2 36S granteq ¢, *
vide columns 4, 5 and 15 to 18 of enclosure C thereto, : Order Ny, 1535, Paragraph | of Standing 10 venq country S?)(;?thden h Pkeepers
9. Quarterly Statement of Resales of Abkdri Farms and Shops.—This is compiled and conditions g and e?(;me;t;)p s 18 ¢g PetZSt ¢ dd.)’,. th
in the Board’s office from the monthly returns furnished as enclosure IV to the demand, TSpectively, Vest ip tnlie 31 of the licenses is;ued o Aonry Y sale of di Orsp(;flau
| : 4 . sa . 0 a
collection and balance statement, and is submitted to Government together with the sale o.f.country SPITits anq toq i °er the right to gmntl‘::dck and t Y shops
(
f

quarterly statement of irrecoverable arrears of excise revenue. As, however, the

on the A
statement of arrears recommended to be written off itself contains all the particulars Sdis utlre ) festivalg &o
exbibited in the statement of resales in regard to irrecoverable arrears resulting from Instructiong which Propose that Djyig; nal (g, il °PS, and to g th ' places jp,
resale of shops, it appears to me that the compilation and submission of the latter to orth, to jsgye Speeia] 15-, be issueq by the (4 ectrs be allowe Subject ¢, € lees to pg
Government is unnecessary and might be discontinued. i £ 1censes for thy of arpgek 1 reg; charge ofa;'l 8energ]
10. Besides submitting to the Board the gquarterly statement of irrecoverable iceg‘;zg‘t%oﬂﬂﬁ-o 0d 31 of th ¢, s of hours ?Hg toddy, and alsg 4. ezagd [
arrears of excise revenue, prescribed by Standing ‘Order No. 157, paragraph 14, the arrak ang toddy ghe keepers 2 e oceasiy ST 2 of Orhmary sh - te
Collector must ordinarily pass orders as to the irreeoverability of every item mentioned Period of ul,l faf” S and fegi; valg g
therein. In the case of land revenue and cesses, the scrutiny of the individualwar 15. In Boarg’ p . BY e exe Specia llcenses will l}e
lists of irrecoverable arrears is loft to the Vi 1 Toceedings, N, 523, dateq ot days, * -
Paragraph 3 of Board’s Proceedings, No. 200, Divisional Ufficer, and it is with_ reference (Z J:(‘;I,Ismif against jtq b b bﬂ§09rs Ist eember 89 Divies
Land Revenue, dated 17th April 1890, to that officer’s orders on the lists that a Decembe f°°e?dmgﬂ, No. 599 dg tg(? §~ of A s, Who haq by that  +; Visiong]
consolidated statement is sent up every T 1896, T th Powereq ¢, grant g v time been
i i i ; authorigeq ‘ op licen S
quarter by the Tahsildar to the Collector. I would suggest that the same course be llcense, nd this i Y Sepaiy} fine Pendons” Vere
adopted in the case of excise revenue, R due date uald’su eso eteheI Power ¢, impose 1&;’: O breach of the cong; tlil:lz ;h&f.
ernment jy ; : edings, No. o £ Don-pay O the
B.—AppiT10NAL POWERS To BE GRANTED T0 REVENUE OFFicers 1x RESPECT OF No. 327, datéz TSIGZ"A\O 348, Rovep ,d?zﬁé%iteg 15th Jupe pgg :If rf) kists oy the
ABKART Marrers, = Deputy Tahsilqgpg in iZﬁgSt 1395), the Boarq, W-l?ileJrue? 1896, i, Boardl’)s lg':ife}:iGov. /
e : : 0 :
11. Tn its Proceedings, No. 166 of 17th May 1890, the Board ruled that Collec- efj;’;fﬁ:iy ;iec]ared that lng ‘:a:nt ;};arge might uthﬁiﬁindt‘ 8 that Tahmldarsu;g(sj’ i
tors might sanction the transfer of independent arrack and loddy sheps from one place 58/pay kot the onditiong of the Iiceno ‘elade the Power to 4 2 SSue sho licengeg
to another within the limits fixed therefor as notified in the Distriet Gazette, but that March ] 8889 Mmay be levieq a8 beep ﬁse.d But a5 the segle on wh kdrs M"P'{‘eqver.g fo ;
removal beyond those limits should not be allowed except with the Board’s sanction, impose suol,’ think thgy Tahsﬂda,.;( ed n Bogrgrg oceed; IN fines” f,,. defay]¢ :
The Collectors of Chingleput and Tanjore proposed not long ago that the power to i POWI(IBi fines vig),; this scale o adlld puty Tahsﬂdarsg ) 1(; 121, dateq 21st
transfer such shops beyond the notified limits might now be delegated to Collectors it Would nog Would sayg , large Dumbey B Y Dereafter b, Sugb t be g ed ¢
(vide item 5 of appendix B at page 5 of Board’s. Proceedings, No. 620, dated 27th required j,, g ;:1‘;01;@ the OCCaSIOnaIIy difi Cll’lelttty refeg'ences to Diwsionitllglte therefop.
December 1896), but the proposal did not meet with the Board’s approval. I do not g with other breaches of Iicc'ﬁ;ercwe of discretio, Wbictllzi ;z,u}rihge
g e

see any reason, however, why Collectors should not have the power to make transfers
of shops which are actually working (not a mere transfer of ashop which has not been
sold with the rest at the annual sales) unless the shop is to be moved to within, say,




Similarly, T
to fine for defauit

would allow Tahsildars and Deputy Tahsildars

" payment of tree-taz instal

laid down by the Board.

16. At present Tahsildars can, u

Revenue, dated 22nq July 1896 (in B

I submit that th

of tree-tax licenscs also.

subr €y may also be empowered to suspend such
+ Divisional Officer’s orders, whenever
- flagrant default or breach of rules, and that this power

in independent charge

ments according to a similar scale to be

licenses, pending the
ment of the licenses for

may be conferred in the case

17. Income-taz Inspection Reports— Iy paragraph 37 of Board’s Proceedings,

reports of the mspections so made, and of the resglts thereo

submitted for the Board’s

enquired whethe
of the fact that

information, Ip
r these inspection report
the subordinate assessiy
with the provisions of the Income-tax Aet and Rules, and that
i lem would be set right by the Dj

$ might not he dis
g officers bad become

Oth April 1886, Collectors were requested to personally supervise the
ne by their subordinate officers with g view to secure unj.

eral assessing officers ; and quarterly

f, were required to b

August 1887, the Collector of Malahay

continued in consideration

sufficiently conversant
any irregularities that
visional Officers. ] he

ordered that the Submission of the reports should be continued, but

be availed of (Board’s Proceedings, No, (4:

A form of inspect
Separate Revenu

itself made half-y

26th January 18

18, Half-yea

Balance under Pg
—The existing fo

93); but it has sinee been

/ 97. The report will now b

tions, and the first fourteen of these refer

the results of the Divisional Officers’
16.

7t IV—Q, Statemen
rms of these stateme

€ 1n the form of an

revised and the report

roceedings, No, 33, Separate Revenue, dated

swers to printed ques-

to inspections made by Collectors while

Inspections have to he oted against questions

Peeted to inspeet taluk offices more

. . is ordinary tourin an annual report embodyi
the result of the nspection of all the tulyksg visited gl;_v him in thepyear migoh% ]l])%

sgbstitqted for the half~)_'early Ones now submitted. The Information therein fup-
nished is only utilised for mcorporation in the Board’s Administration report, while the

rly Statements Q and Q,
t of Classwar Colleetiy

nts we

therein on which Immediate action will, if at all, have to be

ir.reg_ulamtles in the disposal of objection

revision petitions and slow

—Q. Talukway Demand, Collsction and

re prescribed ip P

2s under each of the Parts,

aragraph 2 of Board’s

e ST S e o DN R L S
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Proceedings, No. 651, Land Revenue, dated 24th July 1888, which also altered thejr

* In Board’s Proceedings, No, 163, Sep. Rev.,
dated 27th April 1597,

dated 29th March 1897),
Administration report and are, I think, too

The Deputy Tahsildar in charge of the Chi
more than four days to prepare these st

mainly to the fact that for the compilatio

The forms corres

periodicity from monthly to quarterly,
The returns have since been made half.
yearly (vide G.0., No. 213, Revenue,
pond to enclosures 1 and 5 to the Annual
elaborate to be used as half-yearly returns.
ngleput taluk observes that it takes a clerk
tements for each half-year,
1 of Statement Q, particulars of collections

This is due.

made from assessees falling under each of the fifteen classes have to be posted up with*
reference to the entries in columns 16 and 23 to 34 of Register 1, columus 11 and 12
of Register 1-A and columns 3 to 19 and 21 of Register No, 4, and that the particulars

in column 6 of Register No. 2 and column 8 of Register No. 3.

19. In the first place, the classwar particulars of collections furnished in Form Q,
are not required for the purposes of the review of assessment and collections eontem-
plated in Board’s Proceedings, No. i 63, Land Revenue, dated 6th September 1890 -
nor are even the total collections under each of the Pixis required except for compari-
son with the receipts in the corresponding period of tyn previous year, in regard to
which Collectors furnish the information required in their monthly ecomparative state.

ments of collections under Income-tax and Stamps.

I would, therefore, suggest that

Statement Q, be dispensed with, and that the monthly comparative statement, which,

1t will be noted, is not submitted to Government, be made half-yearly.,

.

Secondly, the talukwar demaad, collection and balance under Part IV, which is

submitted in Form Q, is not required for the second half-year, as enclosure § to the

Annual Administration report, which is in the same form, serves the pu rpose.
i and revision petitions to be furnished in

bove, though useful in an annual statement,

columns 8 to 17 and 24 to 33 referred to a
now in question and may be struck out.

are not required in the half-yearly return

TLe revised form suggested is appended to this Jetter.
If the form is curtailed as proposed, its preparation in taluk offices and the

tabulation of a consolidated statement for the Presidency will not entail much labour,
and the Board can review the progress in assessment and collections under Part TV

half-yearly,

20. Enclosures to the Annual A dministration Repoft.—The enclosures submitted by
Collectors are thirteen in number, and the Deputy Tahsildar in charge of Chingleput

taluk states that it takes a clerk more than fourteen days to prepare them.

t 1. Statement showing the eclasswar parti-
culars of the collections of income-tax
under each of the Parts,

2. Statement showing the original and final
demands and the belance of amounts
under all the four Parts.

7. Statement showing the classification of
incomes arranged according to profes-
sions.

8. Statement showing the expenditure in-
curred for the collection of income-tax.

+ 9. Proceedinge against defanlters under the
Land Revenue law.
10, Proceedings against defaulters under the
Civil Procedure Code.
11. Statement showing the number of prose-
cutions under the Income-tax Act.

Of these,
Nos. 1, 2,7 and 8 + correspond to Re-
turns III, 1V, V and VI prescribed by
the Government of India, and the prepar-
ation of enclosures 9 to 11 1 entails but
little labour. Of the remaining enclo-
sures, No. 3 shows the clusswar particu-
lars of the demand, collection and balance
under Part IT (Companies), while Nps. 4
and 5 show, respectively, the classwar
and talukwar particulars of the demand,
collection and balance under Part IV,
No. 5, as proposed above, will take the
place of the information now submitted in
Statement Q for the second half-year and
must be retained. Statements 3 and 4
(¢lasswar demand, collection and balance
under Parts II and IV) may be abolished,
as the corresponding statements for the

Presidency which were printed as Appendices F and G to the Board’s Administration

report till 1894-95 have been ordered to be

discontinued (vide paragraph 3, clause (f)
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N venue, dated 1st February 1896, and paragraph 5 of Boatd’s Pro-
g(faegigg"s,l\l\(')(.).53‘,}3]?iiated 26th June 1896). S‘IAs observed by Government “ t%lere c;n
be no object in a demand, collection and balance statement by classes, as there”cfm 3
no reason why one class of assessments should be better collected than another ” ; 3 :ﬁ
the preparation of these classwar demand, collection and balance statements, speci . ly
the demaud, collection and balance under Part IV made up in the Taluk ofﬁce,l:ntal 8
& good deal of labour. All the information furnished thoyejn excepting the classwar
particulars and the disposal of objection and revision petitions is available in l_{ettu'nl
IV submitted to the Government of India (enclosure 2) while particulars of: disposa
of petitions as well as the demanii, qollectl((i)ri) imd balance are given in full in

— <war demand, collection and balance. § :
enelo]s}ﬁeii onetilfullile appondiee’s to the Board’s Administratlop report ( ap.pexlldlx H),
classwar particulars have to be furnished in regard to the original and l;na asrif.ss};
ments under Part IV ; accordingly, if my proposal to abolish e.n(flosureltl rom1 w 506
these figures were hitherto taken is accepted, a statement containing co umlxlls lan ;
to 9 of appendix H should be prescribed for submission by Collectors in the place o
that enclosure.

A . ' P
: 6 and 6-A—are slated to have been prescribed with reference
pa.rag‘qrznphE;?>z Cgfég?g, N?)Tl 897, Revenue, dated 27th December 1888, and the penultimate

sentence of paragraph 6 of G.0., No. 856,
).~ Statement showing the altera- 34 andt
Ei(i}:)(:l? N:vl‘x)ixhk f:llx:mfflzalsassessgent of the Revenue, dated 4th December 18 )

previous year under Part Ir';’ Las undergone ;l;i%egoige{g)agir;;hsth;g Zt:(tleg(‘)m(t? :}I:e
En(illl:;:fg-et}(l;g?fsléanfe(;xrx;g{mshuwing how the Board’s Adming’strationrepox:t for 1896-97.
original assessments in any one year under T gybmit that, in the penultimate sentence
Part 1V were arrived at from the previous of paragraph 6 of G.0., No. 856, dat?d 4th
yexr's fina! assescinent, December 1894, the Board was required to
check the initial assessment of only those districts which had returned a large number of
objection petitions, with a vicw to ascqrt.um‘how far the undue propoxf-tlon of objection
petitions to the number of persons originaliy assessed (in excess of 50 per cent.) wa;
due (1) to indiscriminate additions made by assessing officers to the assegsme;tsl 0
the previous year and (2) to failure on the part of the same officers to revise the list
of each year with reference to the actual or estimated income drawn by the assess?ias
during the previous year. I think that the requirements of Government would be fully
satisfied if the statement in question (Enclosure 6-A) were ordered_to be fuml-sl.led by
the Collectors of the few districts in which the percentage of objection petitions to
assessees exceeds the limit. of 50 referred to in the Government Order last quoted.

22. Enclosure 12, which compares the incon!e-t?.x assessment and collections
under Part IV in each of the munisipalities in a district, was prescribed with refer-
ence to paragraph 10 () of the Government of India letter printed at pages 1 to 3 of
Board’s Proceedings, No. 611, Land Revenue, dated 11th July 1888. The form now in
use provides for the exhibition of particulars of assessment and collections against each
sotrce of income under classes I to VI, VII to IX and X to XV and the details thus
furnished in the district returns are tabulated and submitted in manuseript to Govern-
ment. The only mention made of them in the Administration report for 1896-97 is in
paragraph 31, and there only the total number of assessees and total amount of tax
leviable in each municipality are referred to. In the letter quoted above, the Gov-
ernment of India stated that the details of assessment and collections for Presidency
towns should either be exhibited separately or rendered in separate returns, that an
additional return should be submitted showing the tot.al assessment and collection
for each district ; and that if any local Government preferred to show details below
distriets in the last mentivned return (e.g., by giving details for taluks or for im-
portant towns) there would be no objection. - The Government of India does mnot
seem to require particulars by classes or the details of assessment and collections for
each source of income, nor does the dis?nctwax: statement of assessment and pollectlons
which was to be supplemented by details for important towns furnish particulars by
classes or sources of income ; and in fact the Local Government merely returns to the
Board the manuscript statement for the Presidency above referred to without sending

A e e

g

S §

procedure at present followed in the matter of refunding or remewin
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it on to the Government of India. Tn these circumstances T submit that the state-
went may be abolished, or, if this be not approved, that the form may be curtailed
80 as to provide for the exhibition of only the total number of assessees, total amount
of tax and total collections in each municipality for the year under report and the
previous year.

D.—Srawps.

23. Statement of Stamp Duty in Pauper Suits—Under Board’s Proceedings,
No. 222, Land Revenue, of 8th March 1888, the statement of stamp duty in pauper
suits is being submitted triennially, an abstract statement showing the demand, col-
lection and balance of stamp duty for the whole distriet, with particulars of irrecoverable
arrears only, being submitted in the intermediate years. If on a perusal of these
annual statements it is found that the recoverable balance at the end of the year

exceeds Rs. 1,500—as is the case in some 10 or 12 districts every year—the Board

requires the Collectors concerned to submit quarterly reports of the progress made in
the realisation of the same in the form preseribed in Board’s Proceedings, No, 17 of
22nd January 1894, while the Collectors of the remaining districts have to furnish
half-yearly returns to the Board—uvide remarks against item 7 at page 3 of Board’s
Proceedings, No. 920, dated 27th December 1896, From the remarks last quoted it
will be seen that the Board then disapproved of a proposal to abolish these returns as
they constituted a useful check. This objection no doubt applies to the discontinuance
of the quarterly returns in districts where the balances are heavy ; but in the remain-
ing districts it seems unnecessary to insist on the submission of a statement of progress
in collection at the end of the first half-year, while the annual statement will take the

place of the return for the second half-year. I would suggest therefore that the
half-yearly statement be discontinued.

24. T take this opportunity to urge that it seems needless for the Board to get
anything more than an annual dem nd, collection and balance return from any district
in respect of an item the dem der which does not even approach half a lakh for

e the entire Presidency. It will be noted
39378 that the amounts of duty awarded to
Do, for 189495 .. 89727 .Government have to be recovered by the

Deo. for 1895-96 85,565 local pleaders by applying to the Civil
(Statement at page 4 of Board’s Proceedings, Courts for attachment and sale of the
No. 249, dated 3rd July 1896.) - Judgment debtors’ property (paragraph 1

of Standing Order No. 46). In the case
of a similar item—costs awarded to Government in civil suits—the Board in the Land

Revenue Department gets only an annual return (as an enclosure to the jamabandi
report) from Collectors.

25. According to the list of taluk returns drawn up by the Huzur Sheristadars’
Committee appointed in Board’s Proceedings, Mis. No. 3991, Land Revenue, dated 29th
August 1896, Tahsildars have to submit to the Treasury Deputy Collector a half-
yearly statement of the kind dealt with above. I am of opinion that they should not
be required to furnish either a half-yearly or an annual return of recovery of stamp
duty in pauper suits, as all correspondence relating to this subject is available in the
Colleetor’s own office, and the collection of the duty in e 1

Current Demand for 1893-94

26. The Collector, N ilgiris, (Mr. Tremenheere), suggests the simplification of the

g the value of unused,
damaged or spoiled slamps. Under Standing Order No. 46 and Rules 21 and 22 in
chapter X at page 35 of the Stamp Manual, the Treasury Deputy Collector has, on,
receipt of applications for refund or renewal of stamps, to prepare a list of all such

stamps in Form LXT (at page 139 of the Manual) and to submit it to the Collector.,
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The Collector is, after satisfying himself of the propriety of the application, to punch
or mark the stamps, and either authorise the issue of fresh stamps or the repayment
of value (subject to the prescribed deduction of one anna in the rupee) as may be
applied for; and, after certifying to this effect at foot of the list, he sends it on to the
Treasury Deputy Collector who has then to prepare vouchers in Form LXI referred
to above in the case of each individual applicant and send them on to the party
concerned for signature. 'When the vouchers are returned duly signed, orders are
passed for payment of value or renewal as the case may be. I think that the work
thus involved might, as Mr. Tremenheere suggests, be curtailed by directing that
applicants for refund or renewal should themselves prepare and submit applications in
Form LXI, with a eolumn added to show
* Of. Theheading of column 4 of form LXXXI the  Reasons * forrefund or renewal—
in which applications are submitted by Col- (@) spoilt, (d) misused and (¢) not required *’
lectors to the Board. and that they should also, as is done in
the salary and pay bills of Government
officers, note at foot of the applications to whom the value or stamps, as the case may
be, should be refunded or delivered.

27. I have suggested in paragraph 19 above that the comparative statement of
collections of stamps and income-tar may be made half-yearly.

E.—Custous.

28. Statement of Rewards to Informers of smuggled goods.—Under paragraph 3 of
Standing Order No. 77, Collectors are competent to sanection the payment gf rewards
not exceeding Rs. 100, with reference to the scale shown in the appendix to the
Standing Order subject, however, to the submission of a monthly statement of the
rewards so sanctioned to the Board, in a preseribed form.

The Collector of Tanjore proposed in 1896 that this statement should be made
annual, as the monthly returns from his distriet had been blank for many years (vide
item 1 at page 4 of Beard’s Proceedings, No. 520, dated 27th December 1896). The
Board declined te recommend the proposal, as the rules for payment of rewards had
only recently been modified in G.0)., No. 736, Revenue, dated 13th November 1895
and as the alterations which were then about tobe introduced in Customs Administratiox;
would probably increase the cases elsewhere. Later on, however, the Board observed
in its Proceedings, No. 405, dated 24th September 1897, that “ this statement is
practically valueless and might be abolished, but it is preseribed in rule 8 of the rules
for '&he grén(t) of rNewards sanctioned by the Government of India in its letters communi-
cated in G.Os., No. 1915, Revenue, dated 20th May 1879, and No. 2. Re
8th January 1896.” ! ’ T e oo

29. This Proceedings(which was addressed to Government) having been transfer-
red to me in connection with my special duty, I have the honour to suggest that the
statement be assimilated to that prescribed in respect to rewards granted by District
Magistrates, &e., by rule 6 in G.O., No. 526, Judicial Department, dated 9th March
1895 (copy enclosed). It should, that is, be annual and should show the total expen-
diture incurred under this head in the year, with details of those cases only in which the
reward granted to any one person was Rs. 50 or more. As observed by the Board in the

sage above quoted, this will render reference to the Government of India necessary
and I would suggest that the Governor-General in Council should be moved to sanctim;
the omission of the latter sentence of rule 3 of the rules printed in G.0)., No, 736
Revenue, dated 13th November 1895, as the submission and periodicity of such state:
ments as are there referred to is clearly a matter for departmental instructions.

30. A comparative statement showing the Collections of Customs Revenue (Sea
Customs and Land Customs) is obtained by the Board from Collectors and submitted
to Government every month. It is only required for ascertaining the causes of con-
siderable variations, and I submit that it might well be made half-yearly as suggested
in paragraph 1Y above in the case of income-tax. ¥

S e 'w
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Two other statements, showing miscellaneous receipts under Sea Customs and Land
Cusloms, are also submitted by Collectors every month, under what authority I have

not been able to trace.
altogether abolished.

1 think that they might well be made half-yearly, if not

F.—CURTAILMENT OF ADMINISTRATION REPORTS.

31. The Salt, Abkdri and Income-tax Admimistration reports have been somewhat

G.0., No. 626, Revenue, dated 29th August
1894, in Board’s Proceedings, No. 381,
dated 20th September 1894.

G.0., Mis. No. 2850, dated 21st July 1896, in
Board’s Proceedings, Mis. No. 3277, dated
24th July 1896.

G.0., No. 30, Revenue, dated 1st February
1896, in Board’s Proceedings, No. 243, dated
26Gth June 1896.

G.0., No. 392, Revenue, dated 5th August
1896, in Board’sProceedings, No. 362, dated
8th September 1896.

G.0., Mis. No. 3277, dated 29th June 1897,
in Board’s Proceedings, No. 270, dated 8th
July 1897.

curtailed of late — vide papers quoted on
the margin; but I recently submitted
some informal suggestions to the Commis-
sioner of Separate Revenue for their still
further reduction, by lopping off or re-
ducing statements which appeared to me
superfluous. I understand, however, that
most of my proposals in this behalf have
failed to meet with acceptance, but that
the Commissioner appears to be disposed
to discontinue the submission of the two
diagrams illustrating the incidence of
income-tax collections which are appended
to paragraph 44 of the Income-tax report

for 1896-97, as being unnecessary in
regard to a tax which yields only a small amount of revenue.

32. Three diagrams are likewise appended to the triennial Stamp Administration

report—

(1) 4, comparing the amounts realised from the sale of the different kinds of
stamps and from land revenue during the past ten years.

(2) B, showing the incidence of the stamp revenue per head of the population
compared with that of land revenue and income-tax.

(3) O, showing the number of vendors for every 100,000 of the population
and for every lakh of stamp revenue and their average yearly remuneration.

I would suggest that in all the three cases the troublesome and expensive luxury
of a diagram might be dispensed with. Such statistics and comparisons as may
be useful or interesting can be indicated in figures in the report.

G.—MISCELLANEOTUS.

33. In paragraph 8 of its Proceedings, No. 371, dated 2nd September 1897, the
Board has directed that in the Salt and Abkédri Department the refurns of public ser-
vants suspended or dismissed, and of fines and stoppages made from their pay, which
were formerly monthly, should hereafter be submitted at the end of every half-year.
In regard to these returns, I would refer you to paragraphs 33 and 35 of my letter

~ No. Extra B Tour, dated 12th October

* In Board’s Proceedings, No. 365, L. R.,dated 1897, to the Land Revenue Secretary *

1st November 1897 (copy enciosed). wherein I have pointed out that mere

: abstract statements of fines without in-

dividualwar particulars are quite sufficient, and that the returns of suspensions and

dismissals are unnecessary, as the persons so punished will always have a right of

appeal to superior authorities and any reckless abuse of power or individual injustice
will be brought to notice in this way.

34. To sum up, my proposals are—

(1) That the appendices to Standing Orders Nos. 155 to 171 should be carefully
revised by eliminating the forms which
are not now in use, and by altering the
periodicity or the headings and items in
other forms, where necessary, so as to agree with those now in use.

Paragraph 2.
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(2) That the statement of resales and the comparative statement of _collections
of excise revenue which are now submitted by Collectors 'w1thf their monthly
man ti d balance statements, be abolished explanations for alterations in
ST, S ’ the demand caused by resales and for
variations in the collections as compared
with those of the corrésponding period of
the previous year being required to be furnished in foot-notes to the demand, collection

and balance statement itself.

(3) That the submission to Govemmenp of the comparative statement of
collections and of the memorandum of explanations for the differences between the
collections given in the demand, collection
and balance and the Treasury accounts he
discontinued,

(4) That the monthly statement of consumption of country spirits may, as was
originally done, be tabulated in the Board’s office from the 1ssues from d.1st11_ler1es
and warehouses as reported to it, Collectc;r?bemg. reqlgl?d to ol})]ta]‘.n alnd fuI('lmdsh IAI;fO?'

i antities of liquor issued from w olesale vend depdts in
T e g qtheir districts to retail shops in ade:)ining
_ districts.

Or, if this be not approved, that the statement now submitted by Collectors be

curtailed as proposed in paragraph 8.

t the quarterly statement of resales which is at present submitted by
ey o o ’ the Board with the statement of irrecover-
able arrears recommended to be written
off be abolished,

(6) That the scrutiny of the individualwar lists of irrecox_'erable arrears of
excise revenue may, as 1n the case of land
revenue and cesses, be left to the Divi-
sional officers,

Paragraphs 3 and 4.

Paragraphs 5 and 6.

Paragraph 7.

Paragraph 9.

Paragraph 10.

(7) That Collectors 'be authorised, sgbjeet to certain restrictions, to traqsfer

independent shops beyond the notified

Paragraphs 11, 12 and 13. limits, to close existing shops and to open
new ones in their place.

(8) That Divisional officers might be allowed to issue special licenses for sale
of arrack and toddy and to extend the
Paragraph 14. hours of business of ordinary shops at fairs

and festivals,

(9) That Tahsildars and Deputy Tahsildars be empowered, subject to a fixed

scale laid down by the Board, to fine independent shopkeepers for non-payment of kists
and to impose fines for default to pay
tree-tax instalments,
Also that they should be competent to suspend shop or tree-tax licenses pending
the Divisional Officers’ orders where the
cancelment thereof for flagrant default or
breach of license has been recommended.

(10) That the half-yearly income-
tax inspection reports be made annual,

(11) That the half-yearly statement Q,, showing classwar particulars of col-
lections under each of the four Parts of
Schedule II to Aect II of 1886, be
abolished, and that statement Q (showing
the talukwar demand, collection and balance), be submitted for the first half-year

only and be curtailed by the omission of certain particulars relating to objection and

Paragraph 15.

Paragraph 16,

Paragraph 17,

Paragraphs 18 and19,

e LR
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Also that the monthly comparat:
ti
statement of collections gf incgm::tat
and stamps be made half-yearly.

Paragraphs 19 and 27,

(12) That of the annual
the Administratiop of Income-ta
of the demand, collection anq bal:

Paragraph 20.
It:ua(;gpendix H to the Boar d’s report for 18;)n6e_ngs wuder Part IV ang corresponding

(17) That the monthly Comparatiye statement of o,

half~yearly and that
t
supplementary statementg referredh(iotvg

Paragraph 30 b
abolishe%. n . half‘yeal‘ly or

Parégraph 30.

(18) That the two diagran}s appended to the Income-

in Paragraph 31 above b discontinyeq. fax report ang referred to

Paragraph 39, to - tha (1 9). That the diagrams_ appended

triennial Stap, Ad ;
report be also discontinuI:ed. Riiation

subordinates in the Salt

an
i : , Department pe i
stract statement of fines mposed on the ofy elx)-s of that depa?‘!t)z(x)ll;%eiﬂfﬁgiﬁce :
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Resolution—No. 150, dated 17th May 1898.

The letter read above will be submitted to Golvernment.with the following
remarks ;:—

e

e

A.—ABkARrRI RETURNS.

2. Paragraph 2 of Mr. Meyer's letter.—Government having saneti
elimination of the three Chapters relating to Abkdri, Stamps andg(“ustmflt;o?:getl?;g
with their appendices from the ¢ Board’s Standing Orders ”, these portions will be
embodied as opportunity offers in the manuals relating to these subjects now in use
énd under preparation, and the omissions and alterations suggested in clauses 1 to 6
of this paragraph will receive due attention. ;

3. Paragraph 3. —The monthly statement of resales of abkdri far *
cannot be dispensed with. Resales take place to such an extent thatmgt :?gnl?oll::
impossible to give all the necessary information in a foot-note to the demand collec-
fion and balance statement, as suggested by Mr. Meyer. The statement,is also
required for verifying the accuracy of the demand exhibited in the demand collection
tlxind balance statement and is the only source from which the extent of res;les can be

nown.

4. Paragraphs 4, 5, 6 and 9.—The suggestions may be adopted. Tt is

: 4 . : re ted
that Government will be pleased to sanction the discontinuancep of the submigslil:; if
the statements referred to in paragraphs 5, 6 and 9.

5. Paragraph 7.—In this paragraph Mr. Me i
. ; ap| . Meyer proposes to do away with th
consumption statement that is now submitted every monthpby Collectors toythe Boarg
and to substitute for it a statement showing the issues from wholesale depdts in each
district to retail shops outside the district. He considers that the eonsolidated con-

sumption statement submitted to Government every month by the Bo ‘
; ; : ard m
prepared in the Board’s office itself by deducting the issues sho{am in the new :t);tl:

went from those in the D-20 (a) statements received from h i i

distilleries and warehouses. If effect is to be given to Mrf ;Ie(;'fil:’?sprlg )gs:l;get}(l) f
new statement to be submitted by Collectors to the Board should confain iI[lfOI‘mk:tioe
relating to issues from wholesale depdts in a district not only to independent sho Isl
but also to wholesale depéts and renter’s depdts outside the district. The pre arati(?n
of the monthly consumption statement to be submitted to Government fro£ these
materials and fr m the statement of issues submitted by the officers in churge of
distilleries and warehouses would entail additional work in the Board’s office withhe Ot
materially relieving Collectors, and the Board considers that the proposed chan : i
scarce worth making. The existing practice is simple and may be continaed. Firaf

6. Paragraph 8.—1t is necessary that the Board should be furni ith 1
) 7% 8 urnished -
mation regarding the number of shops sanctioned and open and t}nles :verz,t;zhsﬁ(:l;

prices per gallon of spirits periodically, and it d t thi i
gained by altering the present system gf report. R G AT et i e

7. Paragraph 10.—The suggestion may be accepted, provided the consolidated

statement referred to is prepared i ar oivi - .
iy prepared itemwar giving particulars under each detailed head

B.—ADDI1TIONAL POWERS TO BE GRANTED TO REVENUE OFFICERS IN RESPFCT
OF ABKARI MATTERS.

8. Paragraphs 11, 12 and 13.—The Board consid iti
- - ers that the addit
referred to in these paragraphs may be conferred on Collectors, pa;-ovlidlgtlimi (ﬂa(;iv;?tr:

mini 11 | 7 of istri
th]en ]?:)Zfld .as well as maximum number of shops for a district has been first settled by

9. Paragraph 14.—The Board sees no objecti ivisi .
7! e 1 Jection to Divisional Offi b
with the Collector’s powers in the matter of extending the hours ofcsarlse iel;négrc‘irienszid
shops and of granting occasional licenses on the occurrence of fairs, festivals, &e 1
, &ec.

10. Paragraph 15.—The recommendations in this paragraph may be approved.

The scale laid down in Board’s Proceedin
Setid PRI oty iy eedings, No, 121, dated 21st March 1889, will be

%

e e e e N P P o~
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11. Paragraph 16.—The proposal to empower Tahsildars to suspend licenses
{:ending orders whenever they recommend their cancelment for flagrant default or
reach of rules in the Board’s opinion goes further than is advisable. The power
proposed to be conferred is of small value and capable of abuse while the Divisional
Officer’s time and trouble are not saved in disposal.

C.—IncomE-Tax.

12. Paragraph 17.—The Board finds the half-yearly reports to be both useful
and necessary as bringing to notice the condition and character of work in the offices
inspected more prominently than the routine statements, and in disclosing errors and
neglect in applying the Act. 1t therefore deprecates the suggestion to make them
annual. If so altered, the purport of them would most fittingly appear in the Col-
lector’s yearly administration report instead of being separately submitted. :

13. Paragraphs 18 and 20.—The recommendations made in these paragraphs
may be approved. ,

14. Paragraphs 19 and 27.—The monthly comparative statements of collections
of income-tax and stamps appear to the Board to be necessary with reference to
Article 22 of the Civil Account Code.

16. Paragraph 21.—The Board considers that it is best to leave the statement
as it is and review the question of assessment for the whole Presidency. If
Mr. Meyer’s proposal were adopted, a district might appear in it one year while no
information would be available about it in the next. The instructions also would be
apt to be lost sight of.

16. Paragraph 22.—The form of enclosure No. 12 now in use may be curtailed
so0 as to provide for the exhibition of only the total number of assessees, total amount
of tax and total collection in each munieipality for the year under report and the
previous year. By adding figures of population the statement called for in Govern-
ment Order, No. 923, Revenue, dated 24th November 1897, may be embodied with it.

D.—Sraxrs.

17. Paragraphs 23 and 25.—The statement of stamp duty in pauper suits may, as
proposed, be prepared in Collectors’ offices. The Board is not prepared to make any
changes as regards its periodicity, as it is not certain that this item of revenue is being
scrutinized as it ought. On the contrary it has recently ordered that the statement
should be submitted quarterly by all Collectors and is now making its scrutiny of
irrecoverable items every quarter. Itis not generally in favour of the system of
making returns quarterly or half-yearly according to contingencies. Such instructions
are apt to be lost sight of.

18. Paragraphs 26 and 27.—The recommendations in these paragraphs may be

approved.
E.—Cusrous.

19. Paragraphs 28 and 29—Statement of rewards to informers of smuggled goods.—
The Board is not prepared to make any changes in connection with this statement till
it has had time for cbservation after the amalgamation of the Customs with the Salt
aud Abkdri Department.

20. Paragraph 30.—The Board is of opinion that the monthly statements refer-
red to must continue, as Customs are on a different footing from Income-tax. These
statements are necessary to enable the Board not only to know something of the reve-
nue that is coming in and to answer references from the Accountant-General and
Government after the submission of the budgct as to the alterations to be made in
the revised estimates, but also to compare the figures furnished by the Accountant-
General with the departmental figures as required by Article 22 in Chapter 1I of the
Civil Account Code and to adjust the differences between the two sets of figures, If
thesc statements are made half-yearly as proposed by Mr. Meyer, the figures of receipts

: , 4 ’
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which are always called for by the Accountant-G

' _ -General : 1
explanations of differences which may remain betwgen h?g Ogélff:se:gdoithiy o
mental figures cannot be furnished as early as required. oo

F.—CurtariMest or ADMINISTRATION ReprorTs,

21. Paragraph 31.—The t di
tion Report may {e dispensed wv;:h. 5 4ol K Tncome-tax Administra-

Of the informal suggestions referred in thi
. the Board considers aecepb;able are the: rfi)ll(t):vill;; t}f PRSP e mnly anee. wehich

In regard to the Sult Administration Report —

(i) to do away with the detailed inf i i i
Person’le(l- ";f : he _SeeFetfary, the Deputy and Assl;t(;;%ﬁmfﬁﬁﬁg Cvnm-n e
11) to give information i TRaned.
A e el o in future reports as to the sale price of salt at Govern-
(iii) to make the statement append sup
18'96—?7 correspond to the new form of X%penildixtg‘r 'f arigmgh f4'3 a7 i
Mis. I\((): ?;2t77, lzevenue, dated 29th June 1897 - e {52
1V) to reduce the number of ’ i i
and Services ” in Appendix X to ghecgi;g;[tl.s i gy i o
In regard to the Zncome-taz Administration Report—

(v) to disconti t R . :
for 1896.07 mue the districtwar particulars given on page 5 of the report

(vi) to bring under sccti ; Pk e g :
and 89 of the !‘epo?t. ection IV-D the information now giv

en in paragraphs 38
reporfshi% gﬁzzrgfggﬂt ;‘gfsri-;eegt :o 1'113} (i) is ut(]ineeessary and will be omitted in future
! [ § 1€ second suggestion
iz)lformtatlon may be of use for the Gos'er11mentg§f Indiam:Zda]zghle;i et s At
St:‘%ar m:nts. In regard to (1ii) Mr. Meyer’s suggestion was to omit .
alr(;al(;ler'l a{)pended to paragraph 43 of the report for 1896-97. but as
S thj; l:b(;t?::f sftla)tgri ltstor.-der, Ml;}. 1N 0. 3277, Revenue, datéd 29’th June 1897, stated
ract ent 1s a useful one and should not be o itted :
gosez t((i)' reg.m 1t but to altfar 1@5 headings 80 as to correspond glilthet},]g?e ]ioafld 4o
wi}if)nr(l)tliont.a' The o.nli}' objection that can be raised to this is that the B, 4y
' any information as to the wastage remainin 1
: to b
gl:gady stated in paragraph 8 of the Board’s Proefaedings di sp%sed o(;’ inVll'ltgellGOﬁ, i oy
er quoted above, this information is of hut little practical importancg i

Ostlliﬁgistign ”No. (1‘\‘) is good and may he adopted. The det

Appendixg jl{méssth and Supphes'and Services ” (columns 29 to 82 both inclusi

e budo:t r%%;gtg Zs:'le ]mcrteas%d to their present number with referi:lr:é fcf
_ g also tot i v

Xa(;r:sgd_ by the Aecountant-(ienera], gut e hegdlpgs of the form of treasury account

hearg:li;slfga]g?;dR;x%O;ng:;g(i:;l‘:gs of the expenditure on each of the several detajled

s on i

referred to above instead of 94 as at )1’)11'191:;1(;01“[1!‘11? S futur.e T on ey b sulheny

In any year can easily be ascertained by refe 1

March ke;’)t_in the office or to the Boani: it oo e fep

Salt, Abkdri and Customs Department,

Suggestion (v) is submitted for th

. or the orders of Government with

g;?}l)ionil(lg)sgtf'o" No. 50, Revenue, dated 1st February ;V8196 reffzrleliie tlg i

k.o Lo e, rtl:]he:g ;:of;ta ;)if much importance. I regard to No .( vi) MreMg;:f-’:
: On given in paragraphs 38 . 28 pr

section IV-D, but the Board considers that it gaypbe omia:tlgd3zlt§§iﬁ§: 111): Oflf:]iito

I'-

cumstances of districts vary so i
ks L v{lue. much that comparison of the sort made in these

Government has

“C ailed heads under

...)A“ e < e,
X % g " \".7‘,’3.5;{
G : ] . g
= TR A ;
o STl aae OB AR TRy
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22. Paragraph 32.—The three diagrams appended to the triennial Stamp
Administration Report may also be dispensed with.

G.—MISCELLANEOUS.

23. Paragraph 33.—The Board continues of opinion that the two * returns refer-

. redtoin this paragraph should, as decided

'(i) Of Publ.ic servants suspended and dlS' in pamgraph 8 of its Proceedings,

.\ i Joinsed. d No. 374, dated 2nd September 1897, be

L O Soaieium) ai Ui ol sibpiages submitted to it half-yearly, together with
made from their pay. sl 3 :

the Deputy Commissioners’ reviews there-

\$h. Itis true that abuse of power is likely to be brought to notice by appeals, but the

same is not the ecase with undue leniency. Moreover, even where neither exists, the

Board thinks it is right that it should be kept well and correctly informed of the

g manner in which its officers are exercising

* Bleeping on guard duty; late attendance at discipline. It will however issue instruc-

: g:llll:i;tmi:x;?:c?ozor%fc'i]:lg};::rgmtgalsggﬂy tions to the effect that cases of common

tion, &e.; : -

appearing without uniform, absence from ?.ndthtrlﬂal (.)fe.n(;es sluch a; tth?’sethm)t‘?d

night duty. in the margi re lumped together in
the return of fines so as to save labour.

24. The Board would also take the opportunity to suggest, on the analogy of
Mr. Meyer’s suggestion in paragraph 19

t Disposed of in Board’s Proceedings (Land of his letter + to the Commissioners of
Revenue), No. 365, dated 1st November 7,.,4 Revenue, that Assistant Commis-
U sioners of the Salt, Abkdri and Customs
Department who have the power of granting leave to Sub-Inspectors should
also be given power to fill acting vacancies in that class. At present, what with the
constant touring, the size of a Deputy Commissioner’s Division and the enormous
number of his subordinates, it not unfrequently happens that the Deputy Commissioner
does not know of a leave vacancy till it is nearly over, and if he does, has no materials
for filling it at a moment’s notice. The grant of power to Assistant Commissioners

to fill temporary vacancies in the Sub-Inspectors’ class would, the Board has no doubt,
save many complaints. If the Government approves of the suggestion a draft

notification will be submitted for publication in the For¢ St. George Gazette.

25. Paragraphs 22 and 23 of Mr. Meyer's letter last referred to.—Powers similar
to those proposed in these paragraphs to be granted to Coliectors and Divisional
officers in the matter of appointment of unqualified applicants in selected districts
where men fully qualified under the examination rules are not available may be con-
ferred on Deputy and Assistant Commissioners. This will save many applications
for exemption from the examination rules. The Assistant Commissioners and Deputy
Commissioners would then, of course, be required to append to every order for such
appointment a certificate that endeavours had been made without success to obtain a

- passed candidate.

26. Paragraphs 25 to 27.—The proposals regarding the curtailment of the right
of appeal which have been adopted by the Full Board should also be applied to this
department.

27. In conclusion the Board begs to call attention to the fact that in its Pro-
ceedings, No. 374, dated 2nd September 1897, it has effected such reductions in the
returns and statements proper to the department as it found feasible.

(True Copies and Extract.)

(Signed) C. G. TODHUNTER,
Acting Secretary.

To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department,
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OrpErR—No. 523, Revenue, dated 12th September 1898.

In its Proceedings read above, the
Board of Revenue submits, for the orders
of the Government, proposals formulated
by Mr. Meyer in regard to the curtailment of work in the Sep.rate Revenue Department,
The proposals will be dealt with seriatim.

2. ABkARL—(1) That enclosure IV to the demand, collection and ba'ance statement
submitted monthly by the Collector to the Board be dispensed with.— The Government
concurs with the Board in its opinion that the statement should be retained.

(ii) T%at the comparative statement of colle-tions submitted monthly by the Collec-
tor 1o the Board be dispensed with, it being sufficient lo nole in the demand, collection and
balance statemen! the lotal collections of the ecorresponding period of the previous year below
the tolal colleclions of the year of report.— The abolition of the return is saactioned.

(i) That the three returns marginally noted submitted by the Board to Govern-

ment be discontinued.—The comparative
(1) Comparative statement of collections statement of collections should continue

(monthly). . to be submitted to Government. The
(2) Memorandum of explanation of difference ~ other two returns may be discontinued.

between the demand, collection and (iv) That the stutement ofconsump-

balance figures and those shown in the . i »
tressury fccount (monthly). lion of country spirils submitied mon Ry by

(8) Statement of re-sales of farms and shops the Board .to Goccr.nm»nl be prepared Jrom
(quarterly). the materials available in 7its office, the
relurn obtained from Collectors being dis-

eontinued, or of this proposal b2 nol accepted, tiat the length of the return be curlailed by
dispensing with the information in regard to the number of shops sanctioned for the district

, Separate Revenue No. 53.

the number open during the mon'h, and the average selling price of the Uguor for each —

authorized strength.—The Board prefers the existi ng procedure as being simpler, and
considers that the information proposed to be dispensed with should continue to be
furnished. The Government accepts the Board’s views.

(v) That the duty of serutinising irrceoverable arrears be delegated to the Divisional
Officer.—The proposal is approved, subject to the condition suggested by the Board
that the consolidated statement submitted to the Cullector should furmish particulars
item by item under each detailed head.

(vi) That Collectors be authorized to lransfer, in the eircums’aaces explained, arrack
and loddy shops from one place to another beyond the nolified limits, to open new shops
within a mazimum numbzr to be preseiibed by ihe Board. Jor each district, and to close
shops. for which no bids may be received. —The proposal is approved, provided that a
minimum as well a8 a maximum number of shops is preseribed by the Board. The
Board should, however, keep in view that already a large reduetion has been made in
the number of shops and that as population increases, more shops may be required
to, satisfy the legitimate needs of the people.

(vii) That the Divisimal Oficer be empowered lo extend the hours of sale of
ordinary shops and to issue occasional licenses Jor the sale of liguor during fairs and
Jestivals.—The proposal is approved.

(viii) That Tahsildars and Deputy Tahsildars in independent charge be permitted'
to fine shopl:cepers for default in the payment of kists within the limits of a scale fived by
the Board.—The proposal is approved.

(ix). That when Taksildars see cause to recommend the cancelmrnt: of shap licenses,
they may be empowered to suspend. them pending the Divisional Offices’s orders. —The
Government concurs with the Board in. its opinion that the delegation of the power is
objectionable. :

8. INcoue-1oX.—(i) T%al for-the half-yearly report submitted by the Collector to
the Board there be substiluted an annual repord of lus inspection of the income-tazr assessments
of the distriet.—It is important that the progress of the assessments should be brought
prominently under the Collector’s scrutiny oftener than once g year and the half-yearly
return should therefore be retained,

(1) That of the returns submited kalf-yearly by the Collector to the Board, return
Q-1 be discontinued and the form of return @Q be shortened by the omission of columns 8 t»
17 and columns 24 to 33.—1It is not clear whether these proposals.are-aceepted by the

-
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Board. A further report should be submitted, explaining how the returns are
utilized at present. _

(ii1) That the eomparative statement of collections be submitted by the Collector to
the Board half-yearly instead of monthly—For the reason assigned by the Board the
monthly return may be continued.

(i) That emclosures Nuos. 3 and 4 to the Collector's Administration report,
Jurnishing class particulars of the demand, collection and balance under parts Il and IV,
be dispensed wilh, a new return being preseribed from which Appendiz I of the Board’s
report may be prepared.—The proposal is approved.

(v) That enzlosure No. 6-A to the Collector’s Administration report be required
oaly from disiricls in which the number of ohj-ction petitions execeds 50 per cent. of the
numher of assessces. —The Government considers it desirable that this return be
obtained from all districts and would make no change.

(vi) T%at enclosure No. 12 to the Collector’s Administratin report be discontinued,
or at least its length be curtuiled by dispensing with particulars of colleetions for each
part and each group of classes—The Board accepts the latter alternative and proposes
to add a column for population in the eurtailed statement and make it serve for the
return preseribed by the Government of India in its letter printed in G.0., No. 983,
dated 2ith November 1897. The fact appears to have been overlooked that, while
the former statement would show the tax undcr all the parts, the latter requires statis-
tics separatcly for parts 11 and IV only. The Board is requested (o report further on
the point.

4. Srampes.—(i) That the statement of stamp-duty in pauper suits be compiled in
the Collecior’s office, the return obiained from the Tuhsildar being discomtinued and
that the return submitted to the Board quarterly or half-yearly from some districts
showiny the progress in the realization of the duty be done away with.—The first of the
two proposals made is approved. But the realisation of the stamp-duty being liable
to be neglected, unless the matter receives continued attention, the Government con-
siders that the Board of Revenue has rightly preseribed a quarterly statement for
submission by all Collectors,

(1) That the procedure for the refund of the value of unused, damaged or sporled
stamps and for the supply of fresh stamps be simplified by requiring the applicant to
submit an application in form LXV and that the jorm be amplified.—The proposal is

approved. ' g
(iii) 7%at the comparative statement of collections be submitted by the Collector to

the Board half-yearly inst:ad of monthly—The f3overnment is of opinion that the
monthly return should be continued.

5. Custons.—(i) That the monthly statemest of rewards granted to informers of
smuggled goods be made annual, details being requ'red only when the reward granted to any
person is Rs. 50 or —The Government concurs with the Board in its opinion that
the question of elxangg should be deferred until the Customs Department is amal-
gamated with the Salt and Abkdri Department.

(11) That the comparative statement of ecollections be submilted by the Collector to
the Board half-yearly instead of monthly.—As in the case of income-tax and stamps,
this return should continue to be submitted monthly.

(1) That two ether statements showing miscellaneous receipts under sea and land
cusfoms submitled by the Collector to the Buard montily be made half-yearly —The
statements should continue to be monthly as at present.

6. Tae Boarp’s AbpmiNisTRaATION REPORTS TO GOVERNMENT.— That the three
diagrams appended o the triennial report on stamps be dispensed with.—The proposal is
approved. With regard to the other suggestions under this head, orders have been
passed in G.Os., Nos, 409 and 410, dated 25th July 1898.

7. M1sCELLANECUS.—That the half-yearly return to the Board of public servants
suspenided and dismissed be abolished, and that in the half-yearly return of fines and
stoppages from pay particulars of individuals be dispensed with.—The Government is
unable to accept these proposals. It is important that the Board should be kept
fully and ecorrectly informed of the manner in which discipline is maintained in the
department. In the return of fines, however, all common and trivial offences may be

lumped together as suggested by the Board.
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8. In this connection the Board makes the following proposals :— When signed

(1) That Assistant Commussioners be empowered to fill acting vacanecies in the Sub-
Inspector’s grade—The proposal is approved. A draft notification should be sub-
mitted for publication in the Fort St. George Gazette,

(11) That Deputy and Assistant Commissioners be authorized to appoint unpassed

ReAp Acamx G,0., No.

candidates when qualified persons are not available.——The proposal is approved subject 189
to the submission of a half-yearly report by the Assistant Commissioner to the
Deputy Commissioner and by the latter to the Board of Revenue with a certificate
that bond fide endeavours have been made without success to obtain passed candi-
dates, and subject to the following restrictions : — ey
>
Period for which
appointment
may be made
MONTHS. {e
In Ganjdm, Vizagapatam, the Ceded Districts and the Nilgiris— e B o
P ~y 2 & > - vy
Deputy Commissioners 6
Assistant % 3
In other districts —
Deputy and Assistant Commissioners ... 3

(i) That the proposals approved in paragraph 2 (14) of G.0., No. 282, dated
18th May 1898, be exlended to the Separate Revenuz Department ; these proposals
1/1‘2'/1.7 o ——

(1) That no second appeal shall be admitted except against dismissal, suspen-
sion or reduetion.
(2) That no appeal shall be admitted against petty fines or individual black-
marks. ;
This recommendation has already been approved. Pending further orders,
however, the proposals should not be acted on in the case of officers of or above the
rank of Assistant Inspectors. p

y v -
Vi P

Sags 1o O, No.

(True Extract.)

ov Secretary to Government.
v
ORDER OF GOVERNMENT

To the Board of Revenue (Separate Revenue).
»» the Educational Department [with reference to paragraph 8 (ii) ],

» W. S. Meyer, Esq., I.C.S. ? Y
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