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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following paper :—

From Hon’ble Mr. D. DUNCAN, w.a., D.Sc., Lr.p., Director of Public Instrue-
tion, to the Secretary to Government, Educational Department, dated
Madras, 18th July 1898, No. 7713.

I have the honour to submit, for the information of Government, a copy of my
Proceedings, No. 6762, dated 20th June 1898, reviewing the report on the working
of the Law College during 1897-98.

—

ENcrosuRE.
ProceEpINGs of the Director of Public Instruction, dated 20th June 1898, No. 6762.

From R. A. NELSON, Esq., Principal, Law College, to the Director of Public
Instruction, No. 88, dated Madras, 1st May 1898,

I have the honour to submit my annual report on the working of the Law College
for 1897-98.

Staff.—During the autumn term of 1897, Mr. J. G. Smith, the junior Professor,
took leave, and the first assistant Professor, M.R.Ry, K. N arayana Rau, was
appointed in his place, the remaining assistant Professors being moved up to fill the
vacancies and M.R.Ry. T. Rangachariyar appointed sixth assistant Professor. During
the present term, M.R.Ry. Diwan Bahadur C. Ramachandra Rau Sahib, the senior
Professor, did not wish to serve owing to private affairs, and the vacancy was filled
up by the junior Professor Mr. J. G. Smith, the first assistant Professor being again
made junior Professor. The remaining assistant Professors were also promoted, and

the consequent vacanecy in the sixth assistant professorship was again filled by
M.R.Ry. T. Rangachariyar.

2. Accommodation—During the year under review, the new college buildings
were completed, and a sum of Rs. 23,987 has been sanctioned by Government for
furnishing the same (vide G.O., No. 736, Educational, dated 13th December 1897).
The contract was entrusted to Messrs. (. Bhashyam & Co. (vide your Proceedings,

the work. It is to be hoped that the next term will see the college established in its
new quarters,

3. The College Council.—There was no change in the constitution of the College
Council ; but, as reported to you in my letter, No. 35, dated 23rd February 1898,
Mr. H. G. Wedderburn is in Europe and is not likely to return to Madras.” There
were only two meetings during the financial year, there being nothing to call for
further meetings. The first was held on the 28rd April 1897, at which the Council
recommended the arrangement of the staff for the autumn term referred to above.
It also desired to re-invite your attention to the need of an increase in the staff and
improvements in the terms of the appointments, as already proposed (vide my letter,
No. 43, dated 24th April 1897, and paragraph 2 of my report for 1896-97).

At the second meeting held on 8rd December 1897, the Council recommended
the appointment of the then existing staff for 1898, but that Mr. J. G. Smith be
re-appoiuted junior Professor, and that, if M -R.Ry. Diwan Bahadur C. Ramachandra
Rau Sahib wished not to serve during the spring term, the rest of the staff be moved
up (vide my letter, No. 145, dated 6th December 1897).
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4. Numbers.—The number of students on the college rolls on the 31st March

1898 and 1897, respectively, was as follows :—
1897-98.  1896-97.

Third (Senior) B.L. class o e e .o o> 229 191
Second (Intermediate) B.L. class s A o) PAGERREY L 246
First (Junior) B.L. class .. g o3 25 oo 152
Pleadership class i =% o . o v 51 31

—

Total .. 612 620

These figures show a decrease of eight frem the figures of 1896-97. Tt will be
observed that this arises from the unusual sy allness of the second (intermediate) B. L.
class of this year, the junior class of last year (vide paragraph 3 of my report for
1896-97). The new junior B L. class of this year shows an increase of 52 over that
of last year, and the Pleadership class has increased by 20 and 1s the biggest Pleader-
ship class the college has had since admission thereto was restricted to graduates in
Arts.

The number of students arranged by classes of the community is as follows. The
totals for 1896-97 arc appended for the sake of comparison :—

5 4 Third | Second ‘ First | Floador- | moey | mog,
O I NI RN = B.L. cluss | B.L. clase.|B.L. class. ! cmf 1897-98. | 1896-97.
J s
Europeans and Eurasians .. o g, o 2 1 1 A 4 2
Native Christians .. ke = o .. 14 5 11 1 31 27
Muhammadans o ke B o P8 1 2 1 1 5 6
Brahmans e poa e i a i 167 84 139 41 431 447
Non-Brahman Hindus oo i 3 < 44 36 52 8 140 138
Others (Parsis) o e 5 i ol 1 e i Py ‘ 1 1
Total .. | 229 | 128 204 61 | 612 620

Europeans and Eurasians, Native ‘Christians and Non-Brahman Hindus show
increases. The system of half-fees for Muhammadans has seemingly, so far, failed to
attract them to the study of Law, and Brahmans show a still further decrease on the
large decrease that occurred last year, viz., from 539 in 1895-96 to 446 in 1896-97.

The number of students arranged by their districts is as follows :—

B.L. classes.
Y. - Pleader-
Distriots or provinces. ship Total.
III1. II. b ¥ i/

Ganjém o 5 1 b 2 13
Vizagapatam byt g o o il S 5 2 1 5 13
Gédavari . N os e .o A 3 .e & 7 7 13 4 31
Kistna o .a Ve 6 3 b 4 18
Nellore o 7 4 3 b 14
Cuddapah .. .e 1 1 2
Anantapur 4 49 2 e 6
Bellary SRR ORI DR GORTHEW. 10T 2 1 " 2 9
Madras 52 = .o . aa 0 o .o 19 31 14 3 67
Chingleput O as e s 4 e e 8 3 8 2 21
North Arcot 4 P a 8 4 8 3 23
South Arcot P - 5 s £ i 8 4 3 3 16
Tanjore .. 4 . .o . - . R 49 14 44 1 112
SRR el ode. T RDY b 2 ESE] o wr 11 5 9 1 26
Madura .5 43 .e e 5 & e ¥ 16 7 9 b 37
Tinnevelly o . . . 33 o o5 16 7 11 . 3¢
Coimbatore ¥ ob &4 iy b & 52 4 1 3 2 10
Balem - o4 e .o oy * - o5 5 2 3 2 12
South Canara ¥i & . v o e ot s 6 1 11 3 20
Malabar .. oo ‘e " oo o . $o 29 19 16 6 70
Travancore - vk s A V8 a, e 1 % 3 iy 4
Cochin e 5 W .o PR A .o e o 5 1 6
Mysore oh . ‘o . . e e - 11 11 19 £ 41
Coorg e oo . .o P i =l - 2 . . 2
Ceylon 1 1 2
Nilgiris ., . 1 1
Pudukkéttai N . 4 £ o s 34 o - ¥¥ ' 1 03 1
Hyderabad I e L RNl R 3 el 1 3 1
Bombay .. o 4 - # o X 3 1 . ‘ oo i 1

Total .. | 229 128 204 51 612
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5. Eramination Results—(a) University Law Examinations .. 10 practical interest for them, belonging as they do to an examination of the dim and
O O T e BRI : uncertain future, The anomaly becomes more glaring as the time for the F.L.
m Examination in May 1897 approaches, and any spark of interest 1n the subjects of the
- Applied.| Appeared, f\ Total, | Percent. I o e;‘;";‘“ BL.E ination that there may have been' 18 extinguished, save in the breasts of the

; | | age. . : . ¥

| ’
’ [ o1 / 11, [ III, ; 1896-g7,
M\Ixh VTR R A e L g e
First Examina- From IIT B I, class, / 120 116 e | 14 24 / 38 32:7 /}
I g
2 ot 2 L

tion in Law,
May 1897.

B.L. Degree [ From the. Law (ol 36 | 35
Examinatiun, lege.
January 1898, | For the Presidency -+| 239 / 232

” 1] .o
For the Presidency.’ | 5 . i in ei e, 1
or the Fresidency i Some five months what ig no easy matter to do in eighteen. The class, as a whole, is

sickened and dispirited with the whole business, feelings which are Ppossibly not

It seems to me. that so long as this state of things Prevails, the Law College
cannot be held responsible for the failures of jtg students in the B T,. Examination,
It is the existing system, which unfortunately the college is called upon to give effect
to, which is respoasible, and if the results at the examination are considered unsatis.

raid there is no chance of real improvement untj] the evils of the
existing system are eradicated and the college thus given a fajr chance,

Porcent. | Percent.

— Number sent it
’ b up B o TOtﬂJ-; age. age,

] | First grage, /Second grade 1897,
o ‘ 6. Zibrary.—The present number of volumes in the library js ] 1404 as against
5;;";‘112";,5;;9,?;’;"‘8" SETI . / s | - 6 7 291 1,322 last year. Of the new additions, six were added to the lending library and 76
- : | o " nES to the consulting library.  OFf the latter number, 23 are the latest editions of standarq

From the above it will be seen that s regards the Fipgt Examinatj,
4 nin La 5
the percentage of passes shows a great inorease over that of 189 e percentage ‘(:’f Use of Library.
IT (32-7) and II (27-9) classes taken together amounting to 30-2 g6 against 21-5 fop   ” ORSRsce » :
1 The results of t}e B.L. Examination do not, howevye show a similar increase -' | Namber ot Sonsultations. |  Number of books len,
but it is satisfactory to pote that the ercentage of suceessfy] candidates frop, the j L e e et Sl O s ¥

college in 1897, viz., 284 (as against 26-22 in 1896), was Mmaintained,

It will be observed that only 36 students of the IIT Senior) B 1, class of ]
applied for this examination, though the strength of thig (elass 01)1 3lst Marc(;l 188377
was 191. Of these, however, only 56 were qualified to appear, having passeq the First

'i 1897-98, I 1896-97. 1897-98, 1896-97.
.\_\._\

Students - e . e 2,506 8,120 1,713 I 1,479
Btaff 152 112 il Nil.

Total |, 2658 | 8239 17,113 | 1am
The fall in the number of consultations is due to the fall in the strength of the

college, but the Increase in the lending library is due to the reduction of the Period
for which a student is allowed to have a book from a fortnight to one week,

time in their three years’ course, ;¢ ;i 1896, ~ Th, remainin I 7
' : A 8 38 passed on] In 189

that 18 to say, only eight months before the B.L. Examinatiop p011 exanfrining thle’

class n the subjects of the fprthooming 8.1 Examination, 1t was found that of the

had only passeq the First Examinatiop iy, Law in the revious May, |
] - It mayh
that of the tep Successful candidateg in the B.,, Exfmination, sgven hanfllai)asiefid(tiﬁg

. S An addendum to the catalogue comprising all the volumes added during 1896-97
First Examination iy Law at the Proper time and three ouly in 1897 b ¥ g

and 1897-98 has been printed anq Incorporated with the catalogue.

This is an llustration of what ig taking Place, with slight Variations, evepy

in the college, and whst will econtinye to take place g long as the £

: . : » Present system
confinues, the evilg of Which are transparent, ‘pq Umversity requires g three-term

course of study for the First Examinatjop in Law. The students fop that courge

7. Occupation of Students.—The following table eXpresses the results of 5 special
return called for from students last month -

k\\h_' — __\___—-_\\_’ . : e — e
—_— IEmploysd.! Not Total.

employed,

TE T8 chars e eI R

IIT (Senior) B.I,. class
1I (Intermediate) B, ,, class
I unior) B,L, clag §
Pleadership class

simply an Jmposmblhty; a large Percentage of failypeg must, therefore, be oy ected
and those cannot, I thing, jp fairness be charged to the eoHe7ge. But Zhe reI;t evil
whwl;, so far as I can See, vitiates the whole system of legal education in Iwgf'adras 18
allowing the falle(.l candidates ¢ Proceed with thejp studies for the B L Examiuatizm
It is no exaggeration to say that the whole B.T,. course of study is tﬁereb redﬁce(j
to a farce, Thus, to take the case of the eourse of study for the B.L. Exam.iynation of

1898. 1In July 1896 operationg Commenced with g class of lominally 191 B,
*nts.

is P. G. Rama Aiyar, who stood highest in the last First E
May 1897. He is the only candidate whoge name appeare

F.L. subjects ang listeneq wit}, a not unnat id i
vith ural langniq Interest op boredom durin
lecture hours ¢, 5 Professor’s disquisitiong on totally different subjects, which have
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(i1) College Scholarships under lRule X [.—A. Chakrapani continues to hold one

of them and Muhammad Ali has been recommended for the other scholarship (vide
my letter, No. 50, dated 30th March 1898).

9. Financial.—The following table shows the receipts and expenditure for 1897-98
as compared with 1896-97 :—

R

v
P— Receipts, ! Expenditare. I Net profit,
RS. A. P, MRl e W, LR
1896-97 . v b .o 6685¢ 1 6 42,644 4 3 23,209 1‘3 ;
1897-98 % .o . . 59,436 10 0 ’ 50,959 8 4 8,476 1 8
1

The decrease of over Rs. 6,400 in income was due to the large decrease in the
strength of the junior class in 1897, which on joining numbered only 152 (as against
273 in 1895-96) and has gradually fallen to 128. The decrease in income consequent
thereon was, however, largely lessened by the increase in the numbers of the junior
and Pleadership classes of this year. The increase of Rs. 8,315-4-0 in expenditure
over the figures of 1896-97 is due to the expenditure of Rs, 12,000 of the furniture
grant referred to in paragraph 2 of this report. Otherwise, the net profit on the
institution to Government for 1897-98 would have been only Rs. 2,733-11-7
(Rs. 23,209—13—3——8,476—1-8—12,000) less than in the previous year,

10. My thanks are due to the members of the staff, all of wh z
assisted me}iyxl the working of the college. ; om have greatly

o D SRR P Ry o
Proceedings No. 6762 of 1898.
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The only important events of the year were the completion of the new college
buildings and the arrangements made for furnishing them.

2. Staff.—There were only two changes in the staff during the year. Mr. J. G.
Smith and M.R.Ry. Diwan Bahadur (., Ramachandra Rau Sahib took leave during
the second term of 1897 and the first term of 1898, respectively, and the vacaney thus
caused was filled by the gradual promotion of the Assistant Professors and of the
Junior Professor on the staff, M.RRy. T. Rangachariyar, s.a., B.L, having been
appointed to the last place. The full complement of the sanctioned staff continued to
work the whole year,

3. Accommodation.—The new college buildings have been completed and estimates
have also been sanctioned for the required furniture. The Director is glad to note
that the contractors are pushing on the work with all possible speed and that the
next term will see the college established in the new premises.

4. Library.—Eighty-two volumes were added to the library during the year ; but
better use should have been made of it by the students. The Principal will do well to
1ssue a revised catalogue brought up to date in order to facilitate reference and to
enhance the usefulness of the library

5. Strength and attendance.~The annexed statement compares the strength of the
several classes of the college at the close of the last two years : —

T Interme- i :
Senior 3 Junior Pleadership
B.L. class. dmtf B.L. B.L. class. cluss. Total.
| class.
SlabMarch 1897 * .. L 0L 0 ol o 191 246 | 183 31 620
e 1898 " EAHRTY 229 128 | 204 51 f 612

On the 31st March 1897, the strength stood at 620 and on the 31st March last
it. fell to 612. This decrease is due to the fact that, owing to the large number of
failures in the English Language division of the B.A. Examination of January 1897,

'Sg,_,
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the first or Junior B.L. class of 1897 contained only 152 students, and in consequence
the second or intermediate B.L. class of 1898 had only 128 students. The increase in
the strength of the Pleadership class is gratifying. The classification of students
according to the classes of |the community presents no marked fluctuations. But the
gradual decrease in the number of Muhammadans from eight on 31st Mareh 1895 to
seven in 1896, six in 1897 and five in 1898 only tends to show, as rightly pointed
out by the Principal, that even the system of half fees and the award of special
scholarships have failed to attract this class of the community to the study of law.
The particulars given in the report in regard to the districts from which the students
are drawn show that Tanjore, as usual, takes the lead, while Malabar comes next,
closely followed by Madras; Nilgiris occupies the last place, and Kurnool is the only
district not represented. The Director again doubts the accuracy of the figures given
in paragraph 7 of the report regarding the occupation of the students. In his letter,
No. 1, dated 5th January last, the Principal mentioned it as one of the reasons for the
disparity between the number of students in the senior and the intermediate classes
and the number actually appearing for the Law Examinations, that a very large
majority of the students have some form of employment or other, not necessarily Gov-
ernment service, to occupy them during the best hours of the day ; and he stated that
the figures given in the annual reports were misleading. In Proceedings, No. 2094,
dated 2nd March 1898, the Principal was requested to see that perfectly accurate figures
were colleeted ; but the figures given in paragraph 7, according to which only 118 out
of the 612 students are returned as employed, do not appear to he reliable, though the
Principal says that a special return was called for from the students. If they are
reliable, his statement that a very large majority of the students have some form of
employment or other, and his explanation based on that statement cannot be accepted.

6. Ezaminations.—For the First Examination in Law of May 1897, 245 students
appeared direet from the college, and of these 74 passed—an improvement on the
previous year, the percentage having risen from 215 to 30. The students who went
up for the examination at the close of their fifth term of study fared better than those
who went up at the close of the third term. Apparently, the instruction received by
the students during the first three terms has to be supplemented by a year’s private
study in most cases. At the B.L. Examination, the percentage passed was almost the
same as in the previous year, 10 having passed out of 35 entrants against 25 out of
88, though the strength of the senior B.L. class at the time of examination was as
high as 191. To explain the disparity between the number of students on the rolls
and the number actually appearing at and the number passing the B.L. Examination,
the Principal gives three main reasons : first, the late admission to the first class,
second, the absence of a provision in the rules prohibiting those who have not passed

the First Examination in Law from continuing their studies further, and third, the *

fact that a very great majority of the students have some form of employment or other.
The third reason is not borne out by the figures given in paragraph 7. The first and
second have formed the subject of much correspondence. The first difficulty would be

to some extent overcome if the B.A. Examination were held in December instead of

January. Government will again be addressed in view to removing the second difficulty.

For the Pleadership Examimation held in February last, 24 students appeared
direct from the college, but only seven passed with one for the first grade.

7. College Council.—There was no change in the constitution of the Couneil.
Mr. H. G. Wedderburn who has left Madras not having resigned his seat, no one hag
yet been appointed in his place. Two meetings of the Council were held during the
year to consider the appointment of the staff for the two terms of the year.

8. Finance.—In consequence of the fall in the strength, there was a fall also in
the fee-income from Rs. 65,854 during 1896-97 to Rs. 59,436 during 1897-98. The
charges, including scholarships, but excluding the expenditure of Rs. 12,000 on
furniture to the new buildings, aggregated Rs. 38,960 as against Rs. 42,644, and the
year thus closed with a surplus balance of Rs. 20,476 in its favour.

9. General—No information is given in the report as to what steps have been
taken to bring out the college calendar. In Proceedings, No. 2094, dated 2nd March
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1898, the Principal was informed that the issue of the calendar neeq ot be delayed
till the removal of the college to the new buildings., 1, 18 requested to report when
it will be issued.

(A true Extract.)

(Signed) D. DUN CAN,
Director of Publie Lustruction,
To the Principal, Law College, with ten spare copies,
» Prineipals of other Government Colleges.
» Inspectors of Schools,
s, the J’resid(-nt, C«)Hege Couneil, with 8pare copies.
» the Honourable the Chief Justjce, with C.I,.
,»s the x the Advocate-General, with C.L.
s the Govermnent, with C L,

—— —

ORDER—No. 608, Educational, dated 29th September 1898,

Recorded with the following remarks —

(1) The further decrease in the strength of the college has heen satisfactorily
explained.

(2) The results of the ['niversity Examinations compare favourably with those
of the previoys year, though they have not materially improyeq. The Percentage of
Passes at the Pleadership Examination fe]] from nearly 4§ ¢, 29, but no explanation

(True Extract.)
H. TREMENHEERE,

ecretary fo Government,

To the Director of Public Instruction.
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