


I

;' 7\ ndl.
i ",/ ]

Yy , ~ -Edneational (189 ¢ ) Department.

| ‘ }
iy
A ; o
\‘ 13/ {

BACK PAPERS,

| @0,
| No. j' iJepartment, Date.

;‘- Bt i LA
‘, l ( e

/ &

| R

| |
E ,
7 /

!
! GO. | No. Department. | Data.

CURRENT No.

From AT

)
Order $529) -5 2%
e

4
-7[(,( /-#/lC("lv'l«u 1) an (‘L - (:

s {
/{AM e Q@ddress fv‘uxuw&'d, % /A%,z? NNO ’6 ¢!

&1« yh&o\m al ﬁ“",{\g«m-/\t('l (/u/ _A'f:
/

"‘“"1““7 Crmmnillee p llee Kalle . Dated y. ¢ 9%
( ; Ao g
otz Cdéj/ﬁ Qe f“‘“ L u;u" Received

.95
H&u-& M lea WWW Reyiste’red L 3 9
m" &+.0. /’Of‘- M/von/é O e Enclosurek /
[ Mewe endic T Ai"l»z:%‘xa anaihad Spare copies.
Wil red Clhalk prn jh S44 4
s SUBJECT.

546 i bk |

#’&’ M i wallie RLW

f ! »
w o addsii pom T %w.uu?uu, Gwm -
AR R AT )

R ol e

2
-~ L& P




BACK PAPERS. Pl e “'}‘, / ‘E'} = ' St DU ATIONAL, o 18T AUGUST 13J0.
G.0. No. Department. | Date. \ g /
o TR IR, 857 ;: y
4/3-/3c/ggd lﬂ@—- ﬂ7 ~/ A 75)» w i | | i llg)p;’;/‘or wpying\
s e ey FERTT 2 i
-~ - £ s . 4 Y % d /
Z/t &?J‘ 9-3-28 \ | p ‘1/31. \\\\ 18 ] ‘ /
438“'\ e I 2 “8 ‘;) /‘, . - 4 Ry ‘ /
- V4 o ’// L f J /
2/lo 2“, 2 R (0\4, _7(/@ Z & /A/ / ( l ‘
C ' 7 D —
/7«2»« w054 Z0-(0 93 ‘ /( d y, V)

| v -’~~,’.,(,¢7g

FURTHER PAPERS.

&.0 No. Department. Date.

R

% ’
4 DRAS. 2

ot

atemoramdum 3o, e, 4

Reap the following paper :—

—

———————

Cram 772/7\,& 6?&"
T S C-8 p:

/m. L i S of :;1




-
[
-

J—
—
———
7
e
o

-~
e

-
[

1




ADDRESSES PRESENTED TO,

REPLIES DELIVERED BY,

HIS EXCELLENCY

SIR A. E. HAVELOCK, G.CM.G., G.CLE.,

ON HIS

EIGHTH TOUR

IN THE

MADRAS PRESIDENCY.

MADRAS :
' PRINTED BY THE SUPERINTENDENT, GOVERNMENT PRESS,

1898,



CONTENTS.

Address of the Municipal Councillors of the Town of Nellore ..
Address from the Inhabitants of Nellore and Members of the
District Association . e e o o
Address from the Agricultural Population of Nellore Dlstnct o
Address from the Chairman and Members of the Municipal

Council, Ongole . s . oo %
Address from the Municipal Conncll and of the Receptlon Com-
mittee, Bezwada .. % e ve oo % Se
Address from the Guntdr Municipality .. . e
Address from the Municipal Councillors of Ra]a.hmundry o
Address from the Municipal Councillors of Ellore o :
Address from the Members of the Municipal Council, V1za.ga.-
patam e . . .o .o

Address from the Resldents of Vlzagapatam o e .
Address from the Managing Committee, Masters and Pupils of
the Hindu College, Vizagapatam oo
Address from the Pupils of the London stswn ngh Schoo]
Address from the Municipal Council, Vizianagram ., e
Address from the Principal, &c., of the Muha.ragah’s College,
Vizianagram o . o
Address from the Rajah of. Bobbﬂl on the occasion of opemng
Victoria Town Hall, Bobbili ., ab .
Address from the Inhabitants of the Town and Zamindari of
Bobbili .. e A o 3 0
Address from the Inhabitants of the Town of Chatrapur
Address from the Berhampur Municipality s
Address from the Chairman and the Councillors of the Muni-
cipal Council, Chicacole ,, o s
Address from the Members of the Berhampur Assocmtxon
Address from the Members of the Kallikéta College Managing
Committee v, .o

e O .. ‘e e

Page
431

438
449

454
457
462
466
472

478
484

492
496
498
507
511
513
518
524

530
5356

542



iy
CONTENTS,

Page
547
554
563
576
578

ADDRESSES AND REPLIES,

ADDRESS OF THE MUNICIPAL COUNCILLORS OF
THE TOWN OF NELLORE.

May 1r pLEASE Your ExceLLenxcy,—We, the
Municipal Councillors of the town of Nellore, do
hereby beg leave to approach Your Excellency with
feelings of deepfelt respect and submission, and offer
our cordial welcome to Yeur Excellency on this
auspicious occasion. We are extremely grateful for
Your Excellency’s condescension to honour this place
with a visit, and thus to afford us a fresh oppor-
tunity of expressing our boundless loyalty to Her
Most Gracious Majesty the Queen-Empress, under
whose benignant rule we have been long enjoying
the blessings of peace and prosperity.

2. This district has been all along classed as a
backward one, and this town itself is hardly of third-
rate importance in this Presidency. This is prin-
cipally due to its long isolation from the civilizing
influence of the metropolis. One of Your Excel-
lency’s predecessors, during his visit to this place
some years ago, was pleased to accept our prayer to
extend to this town the benefit of railway communi-
cation, and this step has considerably advanced our
position. The railway, which is shortly to connect
this place directly with the capital city on the

30
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We cannot raise loans as our income, even supple-
mented by a heavy water-tax, may not be sufficient
to pay even a third part of the interest thereon.
We dare not apply to Government for help, as the
amount required is considerable, and may not be
spared during these days of famine and frontier
complications. Under such circumstances, we have
to abandon this costly scheme for the present. But
the want may, however, be supplied in a more easy
way. The Government seems to have approved
of the construction of a new supply-channel to the
Nellore tank from the Sangam anicut for the im-
provement of cultivation. If this work be under-
taken and finished during this famine year as a part
of the relief works, not only the poor will find some
food and the Government some profit, but this town
also will find an unfailing source of water-supply.
Irrigation channels abound all around this town,
issuing from the Nellore tank, which, in their usual
course, will serve to fill our fort-ditch directly and
replenish our wells indirectly by percolation. By
this means we can, to a great extent, give relief to
the people, and flush our drains more frequently and
satisfactorily. This is a feasible scheme, and well
worthy of consideration. And if Your Excellency
be pleased to get it carried out during this famine
year, our wants can be easily supplied, and we shall
ever remuin grateful to Your Excellency for the
inestimable blessing.

6. In conclusion, we again express our heartfelt
thanks to Your Excellency for your kindness to
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‘notice our condition personally, with a view 10
ameliorate the same.

1S EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR'S REPLY.

 Mg. CaaieMaN AND MEMBERS OF THE MUKICI{’AL
Couxcin of, Npnwoge,—I thank you for your kind
welcome to your town, and I wish to express my
gladuess in being able to pay your town a visit com-
paratively early during my term of Government.
Tt is always to the advantage of the Governor and
of the places that he visits that he should make
their acquaintance as early as possible. It appears,
for some cause or other, however, that Nellore,
although so near the capital city, is looked upon as
somewhat remote, and consequently the visits of
Governors are not as frequent as they ought to be.
I am very glad to receive\from you your assurances
of loyalty to Her Most Gracious Majesty. Such
assurances are unnecessary, as your loyalty is sincere
and devoted,.as one knows, but it is satisfactory to
receive from Her Majesty’s subjects such
towards Her person and throne,
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the population was 22,000 ; consequently, in 20 years,
although there was no special reason why any
development on a large scale should have taken place,
your town has increased by 6,000 inhabitants. I
have no doubt, indirectly, if not directly, the comple«
tion of the East Coast Railway, which will bring your
town into communication with the rich trade ports,
and will also improve its communication with Madras,
will show beneficial results. I am glad to hear that
you are doing your best to improve your town as far
as your means permit. You allude to two special
difficulties, the want of good drainage and the scar-
city of water ; and you maintain that the means at
your disposal are not sufficient to supply these two
important wants. 'With respect to drainage you tell
me that if you are given Rs. 25,000 by Government,
it will go a great way towards improving its condi-
tion. Tam afraid I should only be raising false hopes
if T were to say there is the least chance of giving
you such a grant. It is always understood, in all
Municipal works, in every district, that Govern-
ment give towards improvements, as advance, one-
half of the estimated cost, which has to be refunded
by monthly instalments with interest. In the case
of the drainage of this town, from whkat I have been
able to gather, there is mo need for any large or
expensive scheme, and I am afraid, I must tell you,
that improvements in this direction must be left to
yourselves. From what I have gathered from the
Collector a moderate income annually will do much
to put matters on a more satisfactory footing than at
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‘present.  With regard to your eclaim for water-
supply, you are aware that Government has always
shown the greatest interest in improving water-sup-
Ply, and has done a vast deal in this direction in
recent years. Only the other day I went to Conjee-
veram to perform the ceremony of opening a large
Wafter-supply scheme there, and I remember then
be?mg told that it was the ninth scheme completed
within the last six or seven years. This shows that
the improvement of water-supply in the Presidenc
of Madras has met with the support of Governmen)t:
and is fally appreciated by Municipal bodijes them-
selves.. With regard to your own particular cag
you reject, as being too costly, a scheme guo esteg’
and you fall back upon one which you thinkcii ’
feas1ble, and will be more economical, by cons.tmore
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already exists, from the Mudunboodee village into
your town, and if, on enquiry, it is found that this
work would really be of any benefit to you, I assure
you that the Government will be very willing to
consider, as they always do, any suggestion which
may be made in connection with the scheme and any
application for assistance. It is useless to hold out
the hope that you will get more favourable terms
than those accorded in other places, for it would be
unfair to other towns which are more in need of a
water-supply than Nellore. I think I am right in
saying that the largest grant given at any time for
the provision of water-supply is three-fourths of the
estimated cost, but the usual course is not to grant
more than one-half. I think I have now dealt with
the prominent parts of your address, and I will only
say in conclusion that any fears which you seem to
entertain that a serious famine is awaiting you may
prove to be not thoroughly well founded. There will
certainly be distress as there is at present in certain
portions of the district, but I am in great hopes that
the distress wilt not extend very wide, and that by
God’s blessing you will get a good monsoon, toler-
ably early in the season, and that the district and,
in particular, the locality to which I refer will soon
be free from distress. I will have an opportunity to
further confer with the District officers as I pass
through the district, and therefore what I say now
is merely the expression of a hope based upon what
at present is slight information. I have now to
thank you once more for your kind welcome and I
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exert its utmost to save the people from starvation
and distress. . With us here in Nellore a succession
of bad years has caused the failure of the monsoon to
make its effects felt sooner than elsewhere, and the
promptitude with which test relief works have been
started shows the anxiety and the solicitude which
the Government feels for the happiness of the millions
committed to its care, and we take it as an indica-
tion of such anxiety that Your Excellency has chosen
to travel through this district now, to ascertain
personally from the District officers the magnitude
of the distress and the measures adopted to cope
with the same. It is unnecessary on our part, there-
fore, to submit that the time has now come, when
relief works on a larger scale have to be started or
to point out that over and above finding work for
able-bodied persons, relief kitchens have to be
opened for the feeding of all classes, who, from age
or bodily infirmity, are unable to work and maintain
themselves. In this connection, we cannot fail to
mention that we are glad we have in Mr. Scott, a
Collector, who sympathises so largely with the
people, that we have no fear that the people’s wants
will not be prominently brought to notice or their
needs properly or carefully attended to.

3. The people of this district owe to the Goy-
ernment a deep debt of gratitude for its haying
granted their prayer to connect Nellore by railway
with Madras, and with the northern districts by a
route along the coast. The Bezwada-Madras Rail-

way has almost approached completion. We have
3r
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taluks there has been considerable distress for some
time, and unless adequate work is provided in or
near the affected area for the poorer classes of the
people, there will be little chance of preventing death
by starvation. If, in these circumstances, work 18
started in connection with the Nellore tank, it will
relieve distress to a large extent, and if the Gandi-
pollem and Annangi projects be also taken in hand,
the Government will not merely have done its best
to provide opportunities for all people to obtain
sufficient work, but there will be the further advan-
tage of the Government having carried through
projects of utility which, while being a source of
profit to the State, will, in a large measure, prevent
the recurrence of famiues-such as that from which
we are now suffering.

6. We beg to submit that the present arrange-
ments for storing water by means of the anicuts at
Nellore and Sangam, and for distributing the water
stored, are not satisfactory. The tanks and the
channels are not kept in proper condition, nor are
repairs effected in due time to enable them to receive
the supply of water in season. Much water is
allowed to overflow the aniculs in the earlier parts
of the period of cultivation. There is not sufficient
provision for a fair distribution of water among the
cultivators without corruption or partiality on the
part of the officers in charge of such distribution.
In this connection we beg to be permitted to re-
peat the request which the people of this district
made to Lord Connemara in 1888, namely, that the



£ pPOfOSSl‘m

;:nd facih'ty exists for an
Water to the cultivating
and Ne]]ore anicut pro-
: migi)emg felt in that the
. of the village tanks
Ands by auction-sale.
T OZI‘ Exceﬂency’s notice
aSS been altogether

. . th
telt whep ¢, b is ony noyy © System which had

g -

) chanceg of the fing Unmistakably

mMost non . ed supp)  wae L Betting

eeds it ¥ .o Watep at g ¢; 8 Bistenily
me when he

Revenye Department, the

officers merely standing

ave eitbe;al advisers when irrie
to be constructed or -

My

EIGHTH TOUR. 443

retaining the tanks which the Government still own,
and by reclaiming and rendering useful to the
agricultural population the tanks which have either
been abandoned or disposed of.

8. This district is a purely agricultural district,
and any improvement in the methods of agriculture
will greatly increase the prosperity of the people.
Cultivation is still being carried on by the old and
expensive methods, and it will be highly useful if
the people could be educated to understand and
appreciate new, cheaper and more profitable methods
of cultivation. The Government is the only agency
that can educate the people in this respect, and it is
our prayer that the Government will be pleased to
institute experimental farming in convenient parts
of the district.

9. We beg to bring to Your Excellency’s notice
that the working of the Religious Endowments’
Act now in force has been a source of great dissatis-
faction to all who are interested in the up-keep or
the well-being of religious institutions. The provi-
sions relating to the control of the endowments
are not sufficiently strict, and can be made much
stricter. 'We do not believe that the enactment of g
law which would put a stop to the spoliation of tem.-
ples and misappropriation of trust properties can, in
any sense, be construed into an interference with the
religious or the social conditions of the people, and
there is no reason to suppose that any measure in
this direction will meet with much serious opposi-
tion from the orthodox community, such community




5 ased to bt
¢ (;f the Overnment of India for thun the’ oy
ocal Act ¢, check the abugeg 1, Yiohien, i

10. we beg to th
alloweq 4 this opp '
to Your Excellency’

Excellency will be'pleased to com b

MaJesty the Queen-Empress our

rulerg, and of p

. e
_ asS1ong g i i
theip diﬁicu]ties. o g 5,

5 gty conclusigy

Providence may he pl, W e i

Cased to bless vy

LIGHTI TOUR. 445

the Government to meet the distress and difficulty
arising from famine, During the serious part of
the distress and scarcity of last year, I think, I
might be justified in saying, the efforts that the
Government, made met with a very large measure of
Success. As you point out, early steps have been
taken, by test works, to prove the reality or other-
wise of the dangers of famine in your district. I
am in great hepes, from the information I have been
able to collect during the fow hours I have been in
the district, that it may be found that you antici-
Pate a worse condition of things than ig likely to
arise. No doubt, at the present moment, four
taluks of your district are in very counsiderable
scarcity, but I am told by the Collector that, if we
have an early south-west monsoon, the distress
will not be of long duration. Tt 13 also hoped that
nothing serious will extend to other parts of the
district, and T particularly hope that your appre-
hension with regard to the immediate neighbour-
hood of Nellore may prove to be somewhat exag-
gerated ; but you may feel assured that, whatever
happens, the Government is on the watch, and
you may rest satisfied that every step will be taken
to prevent loss of life and any increase in the
degree of want and misery. You dwell in your
address on the great advantages of irrigation
works, and you point out that the district of Nellore
has, perhaps, received less attention from the Goy-
ernment in irrigation works than it deserves. I am
quite at one with you with regard to the enormous
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value of irrigation works for the prevention of dig-
tress and famine, but, in connection with this sub-
ject, I might point out to you that, in order to have
irrigation works, you must have your water and
you must have a suitable site for putting up storage
tanks. It is one of the fixed principles of the G ov-
ernment of India not to embark upon irrigation
work except it can be shown that a fair amount of
return can be obtained from it. I had a conver.
sation with two Public Works officers, one of whom
is employed in making special investigations in this
connection, in the hope of being able to select a
profitable irrigation work, These officers have
executive charge of the public works in this district,
and T am told by both that there is not any very
hopeful prospect of findin g a suitable site for irri-
gation works in the district, that in places where,
during heavy monsoons, water is obtained, it escapes
to the sea, and where, during the dry season, rivers
used to have water largely, it became necessary to
have large storage reservoirs, and that some diffi-
culty was found in obtaining suitable sites. The
investigation is still in itg mfancy, and I hope you
will be able to find some satisfactory undertaking
to recommend to Government, You make special
allusion to the work of improving the' Nellore tank
by adding to its supply from the Sangam. I believe
you are right in g
was approved in 1895, but from what I am able to
gather, I fear it is not ag desirable or likely to he
satisfactory as was at one time thought. I am

aying that the estimate for this .
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therefore obliged to warn you that probably this
work, in particular, will not, at present, be under-
taken. There is another simple scheme for supple-
menting .water to the Nellore tank, to which you
made allusion, and, if this is carried out, it will be
an economical one. You make allusion in paragraph
7 of your address to the procedure adopted by which

village tanks have been disposed of and tank-bed

lands put up to auction sale. I have made a few
enquiries on this point of the Collector, and he has
told me without having had time to refer to the
records of the office that, as far as he knew, this
procedure had been carried out, but not in any way
likely to cause any harm. I will ask the Collector
to make farther enquiry and report upon it. You
next allude in paragraph 8 of your address to the fact
that this district is a purely agricultural one, and
that any improvement in the methods of agriculture
will greatly increase the prosperity of the people. I
have no doubt there is room for improvement in
cultivation, although, as a general rule, the culti-

vator in Southern India might have been working:

through many generations, and has probably
exhausted most of the devices which may be likely
to lead to the best yield which the land can give.
I am told in Nellore there is one particular branch
of agricultural work to which attention was not
paid, that is to the system of transplanting paddy.
In this connection I will recommend this point to
agriculturists of the district. You ask that «Gov-
ernment will be pleased to institute experimental
3aq
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ADDRESS FROM THE AGRICULTURAL POPULATION
OF NELLORE DISTRICT.

May 11 preEAsE Your Exceriency,—On behalf
of the agricultural population of the district, we
beg to tender our most heartfelt welcome to Your
Excellency and request at the same time that Your
Excellency will convey our most loyal sentiments to
our Most Gracious Sovereign, under whose benevo-
lent sway we have been living in peace so long.

‘We feel it our first duty to thank Your Excel-
lency for the opinion expressed by Your Excellency
as regards the special importance which the deve-
lopment of irrigation requires in this famine-stricken
country in preference to the construction of railways
which are not in themselves of inferior consideration
as regards the enlargement of trade and for strate-
gical purposes. It is undoubted that there is much
scope for extension of irrigation in this district, and

we trust that the Investigation Party recently
delegated for special duty will hasten its work and
bring as many proposals as possible for the develop-
ment of irrigation in the more barren taluks of this
district, which, at this date, are threatened by famine
and its concomitant evils. It needs hardly to be
stated that large irrigation projects are a blessing
to the backward tracts, and will soon throw open to
cultivation lands hitherto unbroken by the plough,
thus extending the food-supply of the country and
protecting it from famine, as strongly evidenced in
this year by the state of things under the Nellore
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improvements made from public funds have given
additional value to the land.

We feel thankfu! for the excellent way in which
the forest policy of the Presidency has been handled
by Your Excellency, especially as it tends to free
the public from nnecessary interference by the
petty officials of the Forest Department. We beg
to submit for Your Excellency’s consideration g fow
points which appear to us to require modification,

The management of trees on Asalminhas (poram.
bokes) may, with advantage, be left in the hands
of the Revenue Department, instead of leaving it in
the hands of the Forest Department as ig now the
case.

The Babul trees (deacia Arobica) in unreserved
lands may also be excluded from the classified lisg
and be made available to ryots without payment.

These trees are mostly required for agricultural
implements, and as such they form an essential
necessity for the ryots ; they are quickly grown and
are calculated to meet the wants of ryotg readily.

Rule 7 of the rules Passed under section 26 of the
Forest Act oxpressly says that all, except the more
valuable kinds of forest produce in unreseryed lands,
should be left to the free enjoyment of the villagers,
but unfortunately permits are being issued to others
on payment even for such articles, thug rendering

the concession practically ineffective and useless.
The Cavernment ruiing that, for the present, the

number of cattle to be grazed in a regerve 18 not to

be limited, requires modification, in consideration of
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10 this matter jg that Your

y 8 early a4 Sai
We are, of course, pot competent . tgH Possible,

such Statesman]ike abilitieg g4 Your ExceHency t1
1@

Pre-eminence of ample supy)
4 populous toyy, et e

We have tq re
: Peat our ¢op, lai
made in 1888, when e

Welcoming g ExceHency Lorq

of irrigation disputeg,
~ We regret t4 hear thay the pol;

1N regard tq periodieg] Settlemenyt of ]
appears to haye slightly chan

the rent Payable by the Tyot on hj
changeahle than eyep, We j

hope that Government will
Permanency to the rents opeg Settled
1tself the right to Incregge them ;
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.the fact that this ig well known to he a cattle-breeq
ing disf,rict, and as suych that it requires eg e? l-
concessions. Under the system former]y in VI; &
the waste lands in 4 village were divided ;

classesi viz., (1) those allowed fop ¢
of village cattle, anq (2) those avaj
to known catgle-breeders of other villageg %
of the available Waste in any village ERN
equal to 150 per cent

allowed as the free grazing grounq kn

This System hag, however, been lately

both shekhada and kancha, have beenuPSet, and
under section 16 of the Forest Acg (Iv oIf'einSVQed

and all free grazin
late Collector, Mp, Macleane,

by the villagers for the privile
the free-pasture op shekhada noyw inclyg
reserves. It had barely workeq "
the present System of jsgyine
forced upon the district, T
-with many hardships to the ryots and i
mtt.arference with the details, of vil 5y
which had better be lef to the vi]la ea
themselves. Under the unrestrictedgnu
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Excellency can easily perceive the ever-recurring
annoyance caused to ryots by the existing system of
capitation tax as compared with the simple system
of fixed rent on the ¢ shekhada’ land introduced by
the late Collector Mr. Macleane.

We are sorry that the condition of the district
1s causing great anxiety to every one, and we are
sure that our energetic District officers will be able

to tide over the impending calamity.

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR’S REPLY.

GENTLEMEN,—I accept with pleasure and satis-
faction your kind words of welcome and your
assurance of continued loyalty to Her Most Gracious
Majesty the Queen-Empress. T am glad you appre-
ciate the expression of opinion which Yyou attribute
to me, as a means of preventing the evils of distress
and famine. But I am not able fully to agree with
you when you say there is much scope for exten-
sion of irrigation in this district. Ag far as I have
ascertained from officers best informed on the sub-
ject, there is mnot g very large scope for such work
in the Nellore district, unless it be that a very large
sum of money is expended in its introduction.

His Excellency next reiterated his remarks set,
out in the previous speeches on the distress, and
the want of irrigation in the district, and assured
the deputation that, so far as Government was con-
cerned, every endeavour would be made to meet the
wants of the people.
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of Sub-C‘c‘)llector, Whereby hig Interests iy, the welf,
of the division are Jost, and tg

division ip, charge of 4y officer of 5
that of 4 Sub-Collector.

VL. Ang to establish

division 5 Women’y hospita), g

re
place always the
0 lesy Status thap

: Thfa Governop Promised ¢, give
Sideration o g the wantg,

about the cattle-ghoy he said he
) h
famoug Nellore-breed of ¢ e had hearq cf the

famo attle while he waq i
as i
- Mmdad, apq had they, encouraged to importatiou]
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ADDRESS FROM THE MUNICIPAT, COUNCIL AND
OF THE RECEP 10N COMMIT LEE, BEZWADA.
MAY 1r prLEasg Your EXUELLENOY,~W9, the

Members of the M unicipality and of the Reception
Committee, Bezwada, have the pleasure to welcome
Your Excellency to this ancient town,

2. It is needless here to dwell upon the manifold
blessings Your Excellency’s administration has con.
ferred upon the Presidency.

3. We beg to express to Your Excellency oyr-
most sincere and heartfelt thanks for the great boon
conferred upon this town by the recent completion
of the bathing ghauts, the wang of which had been
keenly felt for years past.

precludes the Possibility of the Stute undertaking the
work itself.

5, We beg to thank Your Excellency for the
kind concern with which Your Excellency urges on
the speedy completion of the Eggt Coast line : anq
to venture to cherish the pleasing hopes of a speedy
journey to Madras in the near futyre,
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6. We further Pray that the scheme of Water.gy
Ply, of which the plan ang estimate are p, 4

the Governmen t, may soon receive Youp Exe

In thig Connection, alloy us, Your

ExceHency, to express o carnest prayer th ¢ it may

agre financeg,
7. We beg to approach Yoy ExceHency W
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they have evineed in the welfare and improvemenc
of this town and for R. Morris, Esq., our worthy
and popular Collector. ;

In concluding this short welcome by cordially
thanking Your Excellency for Your esteemed visit in
this trying Season, we earnestly pray that the welfare
of this rising town may have a prominent place in
Your Excellency’s mind and be worthy at all times
of your kind consideration.

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR'S REPLY.

M. Prestoest anp MeypERs or The MuNicrpay,
Councit anp  rag RecEPTION  Commitrer op Bez-
WaDA,—I accept with thanks the address which
you have just presented to me, and I beg to express
my acknowledgment of the kind welcome which you
have given me during my present arrival in Beg-
I use the word present advisedly, because
my time here will be so short that it can hardly be
held to constitute a visit, I might explain to you
that the object of this my short visit ig principally
to inspect the distriots of Vizagapatam anq Ganjém,
which are g long distance from Madras 5 and there.

reserving for some future time a more lengthy visit
to the Kistna and Gdddvar; districts. If it gives
you pleasure to see me here to-day, it is g4 pleasure
to me to find myself in thig marvellously fertile
country, for since I Joft Bapatla and came rushing
through the country, I noticed its extreme fortility.
and can only describe it ag a gigantic garden. ]
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'gives me satisfaction to hear that you are satisfied
with the completion of the bathing ghauts of Bez-
wada. It is a matter which I know has been very
much pressed by you for a considerable time past.
With respect to your remarks upon the construction
of the line between Bezwada and Masulipatam all
I can tell you, at the present moment, is that the
Jocal Government had considered the scheme and
was satisfied that it would be a useful scheme and
a profitable and paying scheme. Our recommend-
ations are before the Government of 1ndia, and,
until after these recommendations have received
their consideration, nothing further can be said or
done in the matter. I join with you in hoping
that the East Coast line may soon be completed, and
myself and others may thus have greater facilities
for entering your district from the south. You
next touch on the subject of the water-supply for
your town. I understand that a scheme is under
the consideration of the Sanitary Commissioner, and
that estimates have been prepared. But, before we
have seen the scheme and know What it 18 likely to
cost under the estimate, I think it is premature to
decide who is to provide the funds to carry on the
work. You are aware that the usual principle
which guides the Government in these matters ig
that, when need is shown on the part of any munici.-
pality by reason of their not having sufficient money,

the Government provides half the original cost to be

repaid in instalments with a certain rate of interest,

I have no doubt that, in the case of Bezwada,

fo

-

e

Erenrm TOUR. 461

which, I believe, is not a particularly rich munici-
pality, the Government will, when the time comes,
be willing to extend its usual liberality. You next
deal with the question of spoil banks between the
main canal and the river which stand out like hills
shutting out the southern wind, and which need
removal. I undsrstand that the removal of these
spoil banks is under the consideration of the Public
Works Department. In due course, I have no doubt
that whatever proposal they may have to make will
come before me personally, as it is a part of my
special duty to look after the ’ublic Works Depart-
ment. I must tell you that, before yonr mention of
this matter in your address, I had heard nothing
about it, and I am therefore unable to give you any
information on the subject. But I promise you
that, when the matter comes before me, it will receive
the most kind consideration that I can give it. You
next ask that, on the removal of these hills, the land
may be made over to the municipality, which will
convert it into a park to be named after me in com-
memoration of my visit. Upon this I am unable to
give you any decided answer. I think Ialready told
you that I did not know that there was any such
work as clearing of such embankments or hills in:
contemplation. But in the matter of the opening of
a park, I will have toremind you that it is rather in
the nature of a luxury, and until you have supplied
yourselves with the pressing need of water-supply,
I bardly think that it will come within the scope
of your finances. Before you close your address,
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I see that you make pleasant mention of the Hon’ble
Mr. A. T. Arundel and Mr. J. N, Atkinson, who
have been previous Collectors in thig district, and
also of Mr, R, Morris, your present Collector, [
can tell you with respect to Mr. Arundel that he
retains an affectionate interest in your district. He
strongly recommended to me the desirability of my
paying a long visit to Bezwada. I am sure that
it will be a disappointment to him, as I say it ig
to me, and he will be almost displeased when he
finds that I have been unable on this occasion to do
more than fly through your town,
that, on some future occasion, [
Visit.

I promise you

shall pay you a longer
Mr. Atkinson, your former Collector, s,

know, now holding the Important position of Collector
of Sea Customs at Madras. And I am glad to Lear
that Mr. Morris who has only just arrived here ig
an officer with whom you have good relations, and
in whom you have confidence. You may be assured
from what I have already said that the town of
Bezwada, which 1 know is a very important and
growing one, will occupy a prom

interest, and in the consideration
to all towns in every matter in co
adwministration of this Presidency,

as you

which I wil] give
nnection witl, the

ADDRESS FROM THE GUNT(R MUNICIPATITY

May 1T PLEASE YOUR ExcrLLene

Y,—In the pam
of the Municipality of Guntir, we Ry

most respectfully

inent, place in rﬁy‘

-
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beg Your Esxcellency to accept our humble and
respectful assurances of joy at your advent.to our
district, heralded as it has been by a reputation for
Just administration and paternal solicitude for the
welfare of Your Excellency’s subjects, and cheerfully
and loyally accord you welcome though we have I.IOt
been fortunate enough to be given an opportunity
to do so in our own town. In the first place, we
offer our hearty thanks to Your Excellency’s Govern-
ment for the network of railways which encloses ot
district, aning it with other parts of thi:s Presi-
dency and the Empire. We are happy in be.mg able
to approach Your Excellency without any grievance,
there being none so pressing as requires to be
brought to your notice just at present, as we shall
avail ourselves of the ordinary official channels to
bring our little wants and grievances, if any, before
Your Excellency. We, however, beg to be par‘doned
if we avail ourselves of this rare opportunity to
directly lay before Your Excellency the ‘most press-
ing need of our town. It is wofully in need of
W;ter'-works to supply the town with Wh.olesome
water, as well as a complete system of drama.ge to
carry away the surface water and drainage Whl(.bh ab
present percolate through the soil and contaminate
the wells, which form the only source of wajcer-su[').
ply ; but the introduction of water-works desxgned.m
accordance with modern sanitary science and a drain-
age system would, in a great measure, remedy thfzse
evild and improve the health of the town. The exist-

ence of this want has long been recognised, and the
38
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necessity of supplying it acknowledged : but what
we earnestly crave for ig that, as the survey opera-
tions have been undertaken and almost completed,
Your Excellency will be pleased to do all that is
needful to make this long cherished project an
accomplished fact in the near future, and thus con-
fer on the townspeople a boon with which they
will ever gratefully connect Your Excellency’s name.
We humbly beg to represent in this connection that
ever since the scheme of local self-government was
extended to this Presidency, we have been success-
fully striving to do our duty to the satisfaction of
the townspeople and the approbation of the Govern-
ment, and we trust that Youp Excellency’s sym-

pathetic and encouraging attitude and support to
local bodies will be vouchsafed to

may, with your munificent liberality,
carry out these sanitary schemes at
as possible. May Your Excellency
receive the assurances of our deep fee
and devotion to Your Excellency
and trusted representative of our
KEmpress, and our humble pra,yer. that the Great
Giver of all good may grant Your Excellency and

Lady Havelock a long and prosperous life with
attendant blessings.

us so that we
be enabled to
as early a date
be pleased to
lings of loyalty
as the worthy
racious Queen-

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR’S REPLY.

MR. CaAIRMAN AND MEMBERS oF 7hgp Moxicrpar
Councir, GuNTOr,—I thank

you for your very pleas.
ing wddress and for your

kind words of welcome,
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I congratulate you on being placed 80 fav?urably
with regard to railway communication with th.e
rest of the world. But I must disclaim any credit
to myself for your fortunate position in that respect.
It is very pleasing to hear that you are able to
approach me without any grievance. It is as rare
as it is pleasing that such is the case. .They say
that happy is the country that has D0 .h1st-ory.
should say still more happy is the municipality that
has no grievances. Although, however, you say
that you have no particular wants and no grievances
to lay before me, you have entered at some length
into the particular question of Water-s.upply. You
wish to have this very important blessmg of water-
supply conferred on your town. I believe I am
rightly informed in saying that the sc.heme fcfr the
water-supply of the town of Guntir is now in the
hands of the Sanitary Engineer. Beyond. that I
know nothing about it. 1 am glad to notlce' t"hat
there is an earnestness on the part of the mum'clpz.a.l
council in furthering a work of this kind, whl.ch is
of the first importance. A good water-supply is the
best thing that a municipality or a Gf)vernment can
give a town. I will, therefore, promise you tlTat, as
soon as I get back to Madras, I will make it my
duty to learn the exact position of the scherr.xe. Y?ll
may rely upon my paying my best at.tentlon. to it,
having regard possibly to the superior claims of
other places. There are, I may tell you, fn_a’ny
places in the Presidency which I have already visited
which are sadly in want of a water-supply. At
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present I am mnot in a position to satisfy myself as
to the relative importance that Guntir occupies in
this list of places. With regard to the other points
raised in your address, you may trust to my doing
my very best in the matter for you. As you say in
your address, I am g Sympathiser with local self-
government, and it is with great satisfaction that I
have been able to read that th
only of this Government, but also of the Govern-
ment of India, is that municipal government in the
Madras Presidency during the lagt year has been on
the whole very favourable, I thank you in conely.
sion for your kind words of desire for the health and
prosperity of myself and family, T reciprocate them
with regard to yourselves and the people of Guntir,

—

e general opinion, not

ADDRESS FROM THE MUNICIPAL COUN
OF RAJAHMUNDRY.

May 11 PreAsE Your EXCELLENGY,—We, the Muni-
cipal Councillors of Rajahmundry, on behalf of its
people, bid Your Excellency welcome to our ancient
and historic town, and thank you for giv
opportunity of meeting you, and expressing our
sentiments of loyalty and gratitude to Her Majesty
the Queen Empress through Your Excel]ency, Her
Majesty’s representative in our Presidency. When
about four years ago, we were favoured with o
visit to this town by Your Excellency’s predecessor,
we thanked His Excellency for the facilities of
communication afforded us by the construction of

CILLORS

ing us this
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the East Coast Railway, and expressed a hope that,
the Goddvari bridge would soon be consf,ructed -
now we are happy to express our: gratitude to
our Government for pushing the bridge work ?I;
towards speedy completion in spite of ﬁnancxha.
difficulties, and we hope we shall ere long have the

honour of welcoming Your Excellency with Lady

Havelock for opening the Gdddvari bridge to tiche
public use. While thanking Your Ezxcellency for
this bvon of the Géddvari bridge, we venture to-
submit that no provision is made' for a .footpais
over it, which is a great I.xecessmy, as 1bfw:uof
greatly promote the convenience and (1:om or; o
the people, and minimize, if no.t comp.lete y prev er,
loss of human life while crossing th,lS large ru; n;
and we pray that Your Excelle.ncy 8 (:;r]ovet'nbxfle .
will view with favour the memorial ?n t ((15 ;;):n]e vo:
submitted to it through ogr energe;,lc ;r: e
lent Collector. A protective bund for the =e
iver side has been a great want, an e
o the'lnl:e s to express its gratitude for the favour-
-l it eé;e taken by Government with respect to
?ble attlll 7 os that it will soon be able, with the help
ke R nt. to remove this long-felt want. Our
i qovergu'le ve’ry narrow, and the Council cannot
e ro?lt ;ilink of widening it, as the cost would
32 g:zsheibitive, and it will be 1o Jhe present content,
with the prayer that Governfn(?nt be pleased. to
ion the bund scheme, as it includes the laying
Bm:(:)tfm: broad road by the river side, which would
E: the means of diverting much traffic from the
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congested main road. As thisis notan occasion for
laying our grievances before Your Excellency (and
we are happy to say they are not many) and as
we are confident that the Council will always be
given a patient and favourable hearing by Your
Excellency’s Government, we conclude with a prayer
to the Almighty that Your Excellency will enjoy
this journey and carry with you good impressions
of this part of the country, and that we may soon
have the pleasure of next, though not now, welcom-
ing Lady Havelock also to our town.
HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR'S REPLY.
Mke. CoateMaN aND MEMBERS OF THE MUNICIPAL
Couxcin oF RAjAEMUNDRY,—I accept with thanks
the address which has just been read and I beg to
express my acknowledgment for your kind welcome
to Rajahmundry. I can only say I regret that my
time among you on this occasion ghould be so very
short. I must live in the hope that on some future
-occasion I may have time to see more of the town
of Rajahmundry and its inhabitants. I am glad to
learn that you appreciate the great benefits which
are likely to be conferred, not only upon your town,
but also on its meighbourhood and a very wide
extent of the Empire of India through the construc-
tion of this great work of the East Coast Railwzy.
With you I shall be very glad to see the completion
of the great work of building a bridge across your
fine river. My experiences of this morning have
been sufficient to show that it would be an enormous

.
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convenience to passengers by rail to cross the river
by means of a bridge instead of having resort to
the expedients now in vogue which at present
occupy so much time and entail so much labour.
I made inquiries of the Engineer in charge how
long it will probably be before it is completed. It
is a work, as you all know, of great difficulty and
of vast extent. I fear 1 cannot hold out hopes to
you that it will be ready for traffic until about
three years from the present time. You mention
the need there is for a footbridge or footpath in
connection with this girder bridge. I have also
made inquifies on the subject. I have seen a plan
of possible work of this description. The Engineer
in charge told me that it would cost roughly about
one lakh of rupees. It remains now to find out
how much revenue can be derived from the payment
of toll, before we can come to any decision as to
recommending any addition of a footpath to thig
bridge for the consideration of the Government of
India. As soon as I am in possession of these
statistics, measures will be taken to recommend the
Government of India to give its decision on this
point. I say the Government of India, because, as
you are aware, this railway is being constructed
under the order of the Government of India and
the local Government in Madras has directly no
concern with it, nor has it control over it. You
mention next your desire to have a protective bund
for the old town on the river side ; you mention this
in connection with the narrowness of your streets,



470 ADDRESSES AND REPLIES.

which you say you are at present unable to remedy
' on account of the great expenditure to be incurred,
and that you will rest content for the present with
the counstruction of this protective bund which will
serve as a means of communication. The Collector
informs me with regard to this subject that, in his
last administration report, he remarked that the
scheme of constructing a protective bund and road
by the river side would be matured soom, and, if
necessary, that the tax on lands would be raised from
gseven to seven and-a-half per cent. of the rent value.
The attention of your Council has, I believe, been
drawn to the Collector’s remarks, but up to the
present time we have not received any expression
of your views and wishes with regard to it. It is
probably clear to you that if you wish to have this
work constructed, you must be prepared to pay for it ;
- and it will be satisfactory for us to know what you
propose to do. . As soon as a representation comin g
from the Municipal Council is received by the Gov-
ernment, it will meet with the very best attention of
the Government. And in connection with this point,
I would beg to remark to you that Government hope,
and I hope, that you and all other municipal bodies
will not think it necessary to wait for the initiation
by Government of works which you require for your
improvement. It will be well for you to take up
such matters yourselves and work them up and
gubmit, specific schemes to Government, by showing
the ways and means available and al] other details
(in. conncction with the works which will enable

o
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Government to carry them out satisfactorily. You
will, by these independent exertions in your own
affairs, probably relieve Government of a consider-
able amount of trouble and difficulty in arriving at
a proper knowledge of the wants in your case. In
this wuy it is probable not only that your wishes—
if they are well founded—will be effectually met, but
your objects will promptly be carried out. Do not
wait for the Government to do everything for you.
Do as much as you can by your own work and with
your own heads. I am glad to observe in paragraph
6 of your address that you are happy to say that
your grievances are not many. This is not a very
frequent experience, and I have had the pleasure
and honoar of replying to many municipal addresses
in the Madras Presidency. It was generally found
that their grievances were not few in number,
and their wants many. = I congratulate you on being
in a more happy position in this respect. I have
listened with pleasure to your kind words of good
wishes for myself and family. I beg to thank you
heartily for them. In conclusion, I have to say
that the impressions that I have formed from my
very short experience of your part of the country
are most favourable. I was for a few hours at
daylight passing by rail through the Kistna district
yesterday evening, and T was immensely struck with
the exuberant, fertility which I saw on all sides. I
believe a similar treat, if not a greater one, is in store.
for me when I pass through the Géddvari delta. T
congratulate you on being among those who inhabit
3r
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this much favoured part of the Indian Empive. I
am pleased at having made your acquaintance,

—_————

ADDRESS FROM THE MUNICIPATL, COUN
OF ELLORE,

May 17 pueAsE Yougm ExcrLiescy,—We, the
Municipal - Councillors of Ellore,
beg to accord to Your Excellency a most hearty
welcome on this, the occasion of Your Excellency’s
passing through the limitg of our ancient town,
and to thank Your Excellency for permitting us to
approach Your Excellency to ©Xpress our sentiments
of gratitude and feelings of loyalty to Her Most
- Gracious Majesty’s Throne, Although we cannot

now claim renown for Ellore for the existence of

powerful forts or flourishing manufactories, yet we
are proud to acknowledge that this ancient, town
onoe enjoyed a reputation for itg formidable fort,
and famous carpet manufactories which produced
carpets of the finest anq the best kind in the
Presidency, if not in India, We beg pPermission to
avail ourselves of this oppertunity to lay before
Your Excellency a few of our most pressing needs,
in the hope and confidence that they will meet witl,
Your Exce]lency’s kind consi

deration. The first and
the foremost is the long-felt want of good and

sufficient supply of drinking water,

the same to Your Excellency’s notice
represent that this town is in 4 most
position, This town, as itg ve

CILLORS

most respectfully

In bringing
» We beg to
unfortunate
Iy name Uppu Ellore
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indicates, is noted for its salt earth, anc.l its sub-soil
water is, with few exceptions, brackish. Hech
the supply of fresh water is defective. We fufrtt}e::
beg to submit that, before the f:xca.vatlon 0 ;
Kistna canal, the town had its main supply of l“lr.a er
from two big tanks, known as the l.)edda. and C u;;la
Cheruvus, which not only supplied water to ]19
town for domestic and drinking purposes but a S(;
to a large area for irrigation: The Klitna(,] :i;l;i
having passed through the said two tafl 8, Px ol
them into two, turning Pedda Cheruvu into 121 o
petta and Chinna Cheruvu into ﬁelds.am-i gar 6: ]._
Since then, the chief sources of the dr.mkmg yv% e t
supply of this town with a population of a ou(_1
30,000 are the Kistna canal, a small conserve
tank, and a few wells. The Kistna canal, runmn%
as it does from Bezwada, carries all manner, o
filth with it and its water has been hlghl‘y .con-_
demned for drinking purposes both by.the b‘an}tary
Commissioner and the District Medical bamt‘z-iry
officers. The Council had, consequ.ent.ly, during
the recent. outbreak of cholera, strlctly' to ptio-
hibit the use of that water. 7Thus practically V‘;e_
only source of water-supply is a few w§17ls. inz.
further beg to submit that in 1896 and 1897, ow ol
to want of sufficient rains and from .the unusua
heat of the weather, most of the wells in the town
hecame dry during the hot season, and that great
was the distress that people had suﬂ‘ered. from
scarcity and scantity of water. We feel it our
duty to express here our thanks to our popula;_‘
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g:g;:ior’ é\h'- V A Brodie, and the sympathetic
l‘ealised); ” gflflﬁmlsm.oner for their having readily
mending t ;} culties and for their promptly recont-
town of 0 Government a water-scheme for our
Wik proper representation made by us. While
Gove:mg:oio;nd'y gratoful to Your Excellency’s
projeat ton thor Sha‘jmg referred our water-scheme
Bneihses -Whoe anitary Board and the Sanitary
3 0?) OOO’and prepared & rough estimate for Rs.
1:7 O’OOO i a]n approximate estimate for Rs.
we P,eSpec+fu]ls. ,,28’000 with certain items omitted,
£ 2 yxenb.ure to approach Your Excellency
B request thaf in the difficulty and unfortunate
plosmon of the townsmen, Y
gr?zzi .ti take, at an early date, the water-scheme
moxlre (3 Ofavourab,le consideration and thus re-
WOUIdon;enoft I:he crying wants of the people. We
i iﬂxcellexf next place, w.renture to lay before
bridge over thGth.he necessity for constructing a
enlarging tho ° “istna canal at Powerpet, and for
es for ogeninoexlsmng i girder bridge, as well
for the conven' 7. fomad raillway station at Powerpet,
traffic. The I;ence of tl_‘e P}lblic and the facility of
of about 3 milow? station is situated at a distance
and the traffi €8 1rom some portions of the town,
i Vec “chm the most populous part of
request that ?Eo eavy: We, therefore, venture to
order a small tur. EX.cellency may be pleased to
venience. to Sﬁatlon in Powerpet to save incon-
venient | -paSbengeP and wheel-traffic at incon-

1ours of the day and night I .

ght.  Lastly, we beg

our Excellency will be

D
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to submit that even now the work of our carpet
manufactories (though small in number and compa-
ratively poor) is still superior in make, texture and
finish to any in the Presidency, and to request that
Your Excellency’s Government will be pleased to
revive the carpet manufacture, by opening an indus-
trial school here and thus preserve superior art.

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR'S REPLY.

Mg, CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS oF THE MUNICIPAL
CouxciL of Kirore,—I thank you heartily for your
kind welcome and beg to say I am sorry that, on
this occasion, I was not able to halt at Ellore on my
way northwards, but I have no doubt that I shall
have some day the pleasure of mecting you on your
own ground. I take it as a compliment that you
have taken the trouble of coming so far to see me
on this occasion and to present this address. You
show good cause why a water-supply should be
established in your town of Ellore. The description

_you give of your situation with respect to water,
and the need there is on sanitary and other grounds
for supplying you with this most important ¢ift are,
I think, very strong. You inform me that a scheme
has been drawn up and has been submitted to you.
1 think it now only remains for you to say what
you are yourselves prepared to do in regard to the
matter. You ask me in your address that 1 will
be pleased to take at an early date the water-scheme
project into favourable consideration and thus remove
one of the crying wants of the people. What the

ppreest GmaAR,
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Government, is really waiting for
of opinion from yourselves as o
approve of the scheme that hag
you, as also the means which you
ing funds for carrying out the

therefore, tell you that your first
to this is to take the scheme into
see whether it ig satisfactory in

come to ‘the conclusion that it js
you will sit down and count the ¢
is to be provided. You

» 18 some expression
whether or not you
been submitted to
suggest for provid-
scheme. Let me,

duty with regard
consideration and
itself, and if you
satisfactory, then
ost and see how it
know, as well as T do, what

From information whic
kindly supplied me, it appears
are reasonable in themselves;
matter of water-supply,
to know how you propo
should be carried out.

h the Collector has
that thege two wantg

the Governmeng would like
se that thege Improvementsg
I beg of you to take the
ourselves and finqg out what,

0 let Government
what extent you are able to

carrying out such works, and we Will then gag

whether with the monies Jou are able to devote fop

it, ‘the work can be taken I hand. Wity recard
o

provide means fop

but here, as in the

Q
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to your request for a small station in Power;;gt t(:
save inconvenience to passenger and wh.eel-tra ca

inconvenient hours of the day and mght,} hav.e
to say that I suppose the Railway au?lnorltlesirz
best: informed on this subject and will dc.\ wha

they consider desirable in t.he- matter. But; hlnt c:;:
they have overlooked it, I wxll- take care tha 48
matter is brought to their notice. With rega.rtl t,
the carpet manufacturers of Ellore, I may say that.
the excellence of their work has been known to me
for a long time. I have often seen ca.rpets that cilme
from Ellore, which were excellt?nt 1r: manufact;re:,
in design and in colour. I think, tnerefor.e, tlfa-,
as far as actual improvement in the work itself is
concerned, the carpet manufacturers of Ellore have,
on the whole, very little to learn, but unfor't.uhna;lely
they are in the position that the gpf)dﬂ whic 1: ey
manufacture are subject to competition by m;lc hmel;
made goods, which are of course cheaper. .t in

you mention in your address, or, at any rate,.lb 1s1 a
fact known to me, that the carpe-ts made in the
Government jails also compete with the work Qf
private manufacturers. For these reaso.ns,.l‘ ar;n
afraid your industry, sorry as I am for it, is’such
that one cannot hope to help very muc.lx by t_he
establishment of such an institution as an mdu.sm-lal
school for the reason that I have.a already hinted,
that the manufacturers have attained a d.egree of
perfection in the work itself, and the act.ual industry
ig, I fear, so much handicapped b'y.r circumstances
over which you have no control that it appears to me

PSS —

|
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rather a hopeless matter to attempt to bolster it up.
Therefore, sorry as I am, the carpet manufacturers
of Ellore, it common with many other artisans, will
have to face the competition as best they can in the
circumstances of their case. I thank you once
again for having had the kindness to come out
and meet me here, and I express the hope that I
may have an opportunity of renewing my acquaint-
ance with you on some future occasion.

ADDRESS FROM THE MEMBERS OF THE
MUNICIPAL COUNCIL, VIZAGAPATAM.

May 1r ruease Your Excennexcy,—We, the
Members of the Municipal Council, Vizagapatam,
beg to heartily welcome Your Excellency to this
town which has become the most important station
on the East Coast of this Presidency after Madras,
since the opening of the East Coast Railway.

2. We are extremely thankful to Your Excel-
lency for the generous aid given to the Couneil by
contributing 50 per cent. of the expenses of our
water-supply scheme.

3. We are glad to learn that the survey of the
line from Vizianagram to Raipur, lately sanctioned
by the Government of India, is progressing rapidiy.
The importance of this line when constructed can-
not be overestimated, as it will tap that portion of
the Central Provinces which is commonly known
as the Granary, and the produce wherefrom will

ol
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have to find its way for shipment to foreign coun-
tries through this port.

4. The project to provide this town with a boat
harbour, sanctioned by the Government of India to
be coustructed out of funds to be provided from
Provincial revenue without any aid from the Impe-
rial Government, was taken up by a company in
England, which had obtained a guarantee from that
illustrious and generous prince, the late Maharajah
of Vizianagram ; but for his untimely and unex-
pected loss, which the whole country still continues
to mourn, the work of construction of the harbour
would have made some progress by this time.

We are happy to learn that Your Excellency’s
Government has been and is still in communication
with the Government of India regarding this.

We are also very glad to learn that of late the
Dowager Maharanee of Vizianagram has consented
to the guarantee on behalf of the minor Maharajah.

We are confident that the harbour will be self-
supporting ; an impetus has been given to the trade
of this port by the opening of the East Coast Rail-
way, and it is certain that the opening up of the
country between Vizianagram and Parvatipur by
the construction of the line, will still more develop
the trade.

5. We are glad to inform Your Excellency that
the major portion of the fishermen’s village which
defaced the sea-front of the town and used to be
designated ¢ the plague spot of Vizagapatam,” has
just been acquired ; but we now find that, unless

3u
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We acquire certain tiled houses which are situated
near the huts of the fishermen, we cannot divide
t.he land into blocks suitable for house-sites or pub-
lie bl}ildings, and unless these tiled houses are also
ac'qulred, the value of the land already acquired
will be very much less than our original estimate,
and we cannot recover the cost of the acquisition of
thej village from the sale-proceeds of the site as we
originally hoped to.

The Government of Your Excellency’s prede-
cessor allowed us to borrow thirty thousand rupees
for the purpose of carrying on the scheme; we
borrowed twenty thousand rupees from the District

Boar.d.and supplemented the remainder from the
Municipal fund balance,

We hope Your Excellency will give your best con-

sideration to another application that will shortly

be made by us, for sanction of a further loan, to
complete the undertaking,

6. We a.lso beg Your Excellency to order that as
much of this site ag possible be

buildings, as this will effectively
as well as those of the promot
In removing the fishermen’s village, viz., to improve
the seaface of the town and to prevent the sea-
breeze blowing into the town from being infected

by noxious exhalat; .
ations from dirt -
on the sea. ¥y houses bordering

utilised for publie
Secure our objects
ers of the scheme

7. In conclusion
Excellency for the

meat Your Excellen

we beg humbly to thank Your
Opportunity allowed to us to
¢y here and the kindness with

b
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which you have been pleased to hear us, and we
pray that Almighty God would be pleased to shower
His choicest blessings on Your Excellency and Lady
Havelock.

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR’S REPLY.

MRg. CuArrMAN AND MEMBERS oF THE MOUNICIPAL
Couxcrn or VizacaraTam,—I thank you heartily for
your kind welcome to your town. You justly state
that Vizagapatam is growing to be a place of con-
siderable importance; in some respects perhaps
next to Madras, the most important place on the
East Coast. But I think I can foresee that, before
many years have passed, Vizagapatam will hold a
still higher place among the important towns of the
Madras Presidency. I am glad to think that the
scheme for your water-works has already been set
on foot. The Executive Engineer in charge, whom
I have seen during the last hour, told me that the
work is mnot progressing quite as rapidly as he
wishes. Still there is nothing either to cause great
disappointment or alarm. The work will, no doubt,
be finished in due course of time, though there may
be some little difficulties before it is complete. But
1 think, no doubt, we will manage to overcome them,
I rejoice with you in knowing that an order for the
survey of the line from Vizianagram to Parvati-
pur has lately been sanctioned by the Government
of India. It is not impossible that the opening
out of that portion of India which this line will
traverse, will be an immenge benefit to the town of
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Vizagapatam. I have this morning been over the
proposed. site of - your boat harbour,
has become well known to me ¢t

examinations of the plans and by consultation with
Mr. Willock who, ag you know, has for many years
taken a deep interest in this scheme. But I am
very glad to have been able to have seen
on the spot the bearings of the various
that have been brought forwar
scheme. - And the result of my
tion has certainly been to stren
lief, not only in the feasibilit
of the project.

The project
hrough the frequent

for myself
arguments
d in favour of the
morning’s examina-
gthen me in my be-
Yy, but in the advantage
But though I regret with you that
th of the much-loved ang respected

1zianagram, some delay in the finan.
cing of the scheme may have heen caused, I live
in hopes that this difficulty also will not be one that

will be at all ditficuls to set aside, as soon ag we per-
suade the Government of Indig that the project is
one that can be taken up with advantage ang profit.
You state that you have heard that the Dowager
Maharanee of Vizianagram hag consented to the
guarantee on behalf of the minor Maharajah in the
undertaking entered into by her late son 5 but I have
no official information on this subject. It isa source
of congratulation that you have been able to remove
the major portion of the fishermen’s village which
defaced the sea-front. You inform me that it now
becomes necessary to acquire certain more property
before this work of improvement can be thoroughly
carried out, and that possibly additional funds il
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be needed for the purpose. It appears tha,t. out of
the advance of thirty thousand rupees which you
received from Government, you have already spent
twenty thousand rupees supplementing the amount
by a grant from your own resources. I presume,
therefore, that you have ten thousand rupees still to
be obtained out of the loan promised by the Provin-
cial Government, for the purpose. If youneed funds
beyond that sum of ten thousand rupees, and if you
put your case in a clear way before the Govern-
ment, showing how you can give good security for
its' repayment, I think I may say that there will be
no difficulty in getting the further advance that you
need. With regard to your request that Gove.rn-
ment should order as much of this site as possible
to be utilised in public buildings, I must tell
you that this depends on two things. .First of all,
we must be satisfied that public buildings are re-
quired, before we can undertake to put them up.
In the second place we must satisfy ou‘rselve?s .tha,t
the site is altogether suited for pubhcf bu1ld1ngs
which we may require. Both these que.stlons remain
unanswered. In that position you will see that it
1s impossible for me to say more on the 531:)1.]905- ;
thank you in conclusion for your kind ;v'lshe;’ 3111(
I wish to express the satisfaction leth whic Iga.te
the acquaintance of this bea}lt’:lful town and. i :
neighbourhood and of the Municipal Councillors o
Vizagapatam.,
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We most humbly request Your Excel]ency that,
for the better administration of Justice in the Agency
tracts, District Munsif’s courts be opened in the
Senior Assistant’s and Special Assistant’s divisions,
with jurisdiction similar to that conferred on Dis-
trict Munsifs in the ordinary tracts under Act III
of 1873, and subordinate to the Governor’s Agent,
Vizagapatam, that men, qualified to fill the office of
District Munsif in the plains, be appointed to pre-
side over such courts, and that the civilized taluks

of Gunupur and Rayagada be classed among the
ordinary tracts,

We heartily thank Your Excellency’s Govern-
ment for the recommencement of the survey opera-
tions of the Vizianagram-Raipur Railway, which, if
opened, would materially develop the resources of
this district, and we beg to be allowed to express

the hope that the construction of the line will be
taken in hand at an early date.

Lastly, we beg to bring to Your Excellency’s
notice that the early construction of g bridge over
the Govada river near Chodavaram, the former one
having been washed away by floods in 1878, is im-
peratively necessary to prevent loss of life and to
facilitate communication between the rich Jaggery-

producing taluk of Virayilli and the principal towns
of the district,

In cor.xc.lusion, we humbly hope that Your Excel-
lency’s visit may bring with it increased prosperity
to the people of this district,.
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Wishing Your Excellency and Lady Havelock

long life and prosperity, we beg to subscribe ours
selves, &c., &ec.

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR'S REPLY.

GENTLEMEN REPRESENTING THE RESIDENTS OF
Vizacaparam,—I thank you most heartily for your
kind address of welcome. I am glad to see the
expression of your appreciation of the efforts of the
Government to avert the miseries and loss caused
by the famine and distress of last year. I am glad
to see that you recognise the devoted and success-
tul way in which District officers carried out their
duties on this occasion. The Government is ex-
tremely grateful to them and appreciates very highly
the hard work and the devotion, the zeal and the suc-
cess which attended their efforts. You observe that
irrigation has, to a certain extent, been neglected in
this district. I think it possible that there may be
room for investigation of further schemes; but
thero is, as you, I think, appear to indicate in your
address, some difficulty in carrying out irrigation
schemes in this district on the ground that most
of the land is zamindari property. You urge, as
a reason for increased activity in the direction of
irrigation, the prevalence of poverty and the con-
stant recurrence of famine. As far as I could ascer-
tain, however, the people of this district are not
exceptionally poor as compared with their brethren
in other distriets of Madras. Without really much
personal knowledge on the ‘subjoet, but with what

3 X
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little T do Possess, and with such information as I

have, at very short notice, been able to obtain, [
should say that the people of Vizagapatam district
were, on the whole, quite as well off as, if not better
f)ff than, the inhabitants of many other districts
In Madras. Then with regard to the allusion
of constant recurrence of famine, I must say that
I cannot recollect from my reading of the history
of this part of India, that famines have been
of fr?quent occurrence. I rather think that the
experience of last year was'in' a certain sonse & new
one for you and perhaps for that reason only the
more painful to you, With regard to the question

of edncation, I am aware, and T am sorry to be

aware, t.hat the districts of Vizagapatam and Ganjdm
are behind some othep distric:s in Madras in the
;natter of primary education, Thig probably is
1;2:; d“.ram;()f funds.. You know that the District
moneylzh(;ta-rged with the provision of most of the

urpose of IS‘Spel‘lt on edu.cation, especially for the
f]) p X Ot primary education in the Madras Presi-

ency; and I am tolq that in your district the
f the District Board revenues

at the present time i
: _ me is somewhat
1mexcess of the proportion that was lately authorised

b
Y the Government, It has been found necessary

4 N
h(; vlt;eszlgt the amount of funds available, which
e spent on education, in order to leave

more for the i
ma fce and improvement of

Intena
It ma,y be
h@ a matter of
\\oplmon a8 to whether rogqs and communications

»
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or education are the more important. For my own
part, I think communications and roads come first,
and for that reason I think Government were right

in giving this order, whereby, for the sake of

improving communications, the progress of educa-
tion has perhaps temporarily been checked. You
make reference to the interest that I take in the
extension of municipal privileges. I am glad to
hear that you appreciate what has been done in
respect of Anakdpalle, one of the places in your
immediate neighbourhood, With regard to your
request that Government should take into consider-
ation the grant of the privilege of having elected
vice-presidents in the district and taluk boards
and confer on rate-payers the right of electing
members to the taluk boards, I would say that as
soon as we are assured that you are ripe for this
measure, as soon as we feel certain that there is a
sufficiently large number of educated and intelligent
members of the community to warrant such increase
of municipal privileges, the Government will be
perfectly ready to extend them. You next touch
on the recent enhancement of house and water tax
which I gather from your address has been raised to
the maximum amount of sixteen and-a-half per cent,
of the rental value. I am a little surprised that thig
matter did not form a subject of the address which
I have just received and answered from the Munici.
pal Council. However, as you have mentioned the
subject, and although they have not, I will deal with
what you say as well as I can. You ask that the
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levying of the water-rate may be postponed till the
municipality is in a position to actually supply
water to the town; I am afraid that this is hardly
feasible, and for one very simple reason. 1 under-
stand that the money, or rather the share of the
money advanced by the Government for the purpose,
has already been advanced and interest has ‘to be
Paid upon the advance; and it follows that if the
Municipal Council has to pay interest, it must have
the means to pay it with; and I apprehend if the tax
13 not raised to the original rate, that they will not
be able to pay the interest, that is, they will be in
defanlt. I am afraid, therefore, that that request
cannot be considered. But you go on to ask that
the sum of two lakhs of rapees lent by the Govern-
mont for the water-supply scheme, be allowed to be
repaid in sixty yearly instalments, instead of thirty
as at present fixed, so as to enable the municipality
to reduce the water-rate to fouy per cent. This is

an indirect way of arriving at the result which you
sought to achieve in

it at there may be some
possibility of considering this, if the money advanced

by Government is not, from the Government’s point
of view, a very large sum: I think it very possible
that we may be able to remain without receiving
its full interest for a longer period of years than
has been at first arranged for. I will, therefore,
when I have an opportunity of consulting the Mems
bors of Government, bring this point forward for
consideration.  You next ask that for the better
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administration of justice in the Agency tracts,
District Munsif's courts may be opened in. the
Senior Assistant’s and Special Assistant’s divisions,
with jurisdiction similar to that conferred on
District Munsifs in the Agency tracts under A?b
I1L of 1873. I will observe that no demand to th‘ls
effect has come from the people most interested in
the matter, that is, the inhabitants of the Agency
tracts ; and, as at present advised, I am inclined_to
think that it will be premature and perhaps nf)t quite
safe to extend to the people of these districts the
system of administration of justice whi-ch you here
recommend. I join with you in rejoicing over the
order for the re-commencement of the survey
operations of the Vizianagram-Raipur Railway. But
I must tell you that you owe no thanks to me f(.)l'
that. It is a matter which the Government of India
regulate. It has been done by them in accordance
with the advice of their own officers. ?l.lave no
authority or power in the matter. .But I ]o;f V:'lth
you in hoping that the construction of this ine
will be taken up and carried out as soon 8. possic
ble; for I believe even still la.rg:'er bePeﬁts will ﬂow;
to this part of the Presidency in Whl(.}h Iha,n:i mos

interested. You last bring to my notu.:e the e's1:}?.
bility of the early construction of a bridge over the
Govada river near Chodavaram, 'the formerd one
having been washed away by ﬂoo'ds in 1878, an y}c:.u
allude to the possible loss of l1f.e in. crossing this
river. I wonder if you have any information or any
record of the number of lives that have been lost, if
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any, in crossing the river, The Collector does not
seem, from his knowledge of the ¢

that the absence of the bridge ha
this disastrous result,
why the construction of

ase, to be aware
8 brought about
I'may say that the reason

the bridge is not attempted,
18 not that it is not wanted, but simply because

there is not sufficient money to provide the means
to carry out the works, T think I have now dealt
with all the points brought forward in your address,
In conclusion I haye only to thark you again for

your kind welcome and for the kind wishes which
yOou express in your addregs,

—

ADDRESS FROM THE

MASTERS AND PUPILS
VIZAGAPATAM,

MANAGING COMMITTEE,
OF THE HINDU COLLEGE,

Max 11 PrEASE YouR Excer,
aging committee, masters an
College, Vizagapatam, most |
beg to welcome Your Excell
tion. We feel grateful and
institution has been hono
highest representative in
Gracious Majesty the Emp

With Your Excellency’
lay before Your Excellen
institution, The Hindy
started as an Anglo-V.
the leading

LENCY,—We, the man=
d pupils of the Hindu
oyally and respectfully
ency into our institu=
proud that our humble
ured with a visit by the
this Presidency of Her
ress Victoria.

8 permission we beg to
¢y some account of this
College, Vizagapatam, was
ernacular School in 1860 by
gentlemen of this town in consultation

w4

R
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with Sir A. Grant, the well-known G'reek. scholajr
and formerly an Inspector of Schools in this .Pres;
dency, with a view to provide for the edu(':atlo.n 0
the school-going boys on purely non-sectarian h.nes.
The management of the school was Yested in'a
committee with the Collector of the district as presi-
dent. The school was raised to the standard of a
second-grade college and affiliated to. the.Madras
University in 1878. 1In 1895 a technical side was
added to the college consisting of a carpentry sec-
tion and drawing classes. The college has always
done good work and many of its old st.ufients have
held, and are holding, responsible positions under
the Government and elsewhere. SR
During the last ten years the 1nst1tut1'on has
been hampered for want of funds. The. dl.fﬁculty
commenced with the withdrawal of subscriptions, to
the amount of two hundred rupees m.onthly, by some
of the leading zamindars in the district. In. spite of
the accumulating yearly deficit, the managing com-
mittee of the college and the staff have .been work-
ing with unflinching courage, and, during the. la’.cs.t
seven years, the record of the WOI.‘k of the ins i
tution has been one of steady improvement in
strength and financial condition. Thai.; our courage
has been kept up is due to the generosity of the late
Mr. Ankitam Venkata Narasinga Row who, when
he died in June 1892, bequeathed a lakh and fifteen
thousand rupees for founding a college in honour
of his family. The executors of Mr. Narasinga
Row’s will, in consultation with Dr. Duncan, the
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Director of Public Instrueti
1897, to take over this ins
and liabilities,
sound basis,

on, resolved, in J anuary
titution, with its agsets
and put the general side of it on a
and develop the technica] side.

Excellency’s Govern-
anxiously awaited. The
on, the establishment of a

ment, and orders are most,
extension of accommodati

studentg’ hostel, the improvement of the college
library and laboratory, the laying out of sufficient
play-ground for students, the increased remunera-
tion to the lower members of the college staff, are
among the important questions affecting our insti-
tution which the managing committee has had to
Postpone pending the orders of Your Excellency’s
Government on the resolution of the executors of
Mr. Narasinga Row’s Will.  When this institution
18 Te-organised on the broad lines recommended by
them, it will, we are sure, become g strong second-
grade college. Your Excellency has always shown

much interest in educationg] questions, and we take
it that Your

Thanking Your Excellency for the honour of this

visit, we Pray to God tq give to Her Excellency
Ha

Lady Havelock gnq Your Excelloncy long life,
health, and happiness;

)

=
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HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR’S REPLY.

GextLEMEN, MgewmseErs oF THE Mavacixe Cour-
miTTEE, Masters aND Pupirs or tue Hinpu COLLE.GF‘;;‘
Vizacaparam, — I receive with many thanks the ka
and interesting address which has just been read. :
beg to offer you my sincere acknowledgmedn:s or
the hearty reception which you have accorde (?1m<1
I have listened with much interest.to. thf.B 5?01
history which has just been read of this 1'1}}s'lt1t11t1011;-.
I congratulate you on your position. The 'agp
cation to Government to which reference has been
made in the address, has not yet come before me
personally, but I will make it my l?usmess., on‘ ‘l'ny
return to Madras to make particular 1nq'u.1‘ue3
respecting it, and if I find it in my power to facilitate

your desires and to hasten the reply to the appli- —

cation that you have made, you may rely :)Ilf!:]{
doing my best. (Cheers.) The object ;ha b?e(; -
managing committee, or rather one of.t e obj ;
that your managing committee have in view, Dame t};l,
the establishment of a students’ hostel, meets v‘%r
my special sympathy and approval. (Cheers.z : tz
are endeavouring in Madras and other centre
introduce this very mnecessary improvement as an
adjunct to our educational system. I have nlo
doubt that here in Vizagapatam you stand as much
in need of that kind of improvement as we do‘ in
Madras. (Cheers.) I thank you for your kind
wishes, and I beg to reciprocate them very Warml.y
for the increased development an-d suceess of this
already important and interesting mstltuhzr:{.
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ADDRESS \
RESS FROM THER PUPILS OF THE LONDON
MISSION HIGH SCHOOL,.

MAYI @
SNy T P(;.P,;\SE Y.'m?u EX(fEr,LENr:Y,—\Ve, the pupils
LY ]_]:on ton Mission High School, beg to give
earty welcome on thig your -visit. to the

olde : T S

/iR ednoational imetitution in the distsict. i ook
1 the Northern Circars, ’
this a req letter q
as the highest 1

. We shall ever consider
ay 1n the annalg of our institution,
Opresentative of Her Majesty the

: the Presiq 3 S
to pay this school a vyisit to.daf;lcy 9 heen plospedt

e
elenr]le}:tsms‘Chso{])Jl i Ope.ncd in 1837; it was then an
i Hayy Mc& 0ol, and in January 1840 the late Rev.
Shs Tel“gl; S(‘:Ah.(,)ol;.sD;; thought it advisable to abolish
to devote all the gt ughtby untrained teachers and
of the mission ¢ strength and funds at the disposal
higher ordey Tohfme AnglO~Vernacular school of a
days, for Er; lish %y .not; an easy matter in those
not thoughtgl:lic}?du: pavEIohia superior kind was
and arithmet; A : .A little reading, writing

i ability to Speak or translate a

i
work in the Nopt he centro of good and useful
This was not
many obstacles.
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neither was it needed for obtaining lucrative employ-
ment under Government. Want of suitable texts
books was another difficulty ; spelling books, voca-
bularies and dialogues formed the library of a native
student or an official of those days. Mr. Hay had
therefore to undertake the preparation of books on
Grammar, History, Reading, &c., which were printed
at the Mission press. He also opened in connection
with the school a monitors’ class, as he termed it,
corresponding to the Normal school of our days;
young men were trained in English, the elements of
Natural Philosophy, Mathematics, Mental and Moral
Science. At this time a high Government official
was deputed by the uuthorities at Madras to visit
this town to see if a college could be opened Lere.
This gentleman hearing of the existence of this
school paid it a visit, and after examining the school,
he was so pleased with the superior kind of instruc-
tion given here, that he strongly advised Govern-
ment not to open a college in the town. This
accounts for the existence of the Government Col-
lege at Rajahmundry.

From these small beginnings the school has
developed in strength and efficiency, and it now
imparts instruction to nearly 500 boys of all classes
and creeds, European and Native, from the Brahman
to the Panchama. TFive years ago the institution
was thrown open to lady-students as well, and there
are seven attending the school at present. At the
recent Matriculation Examination 9 pupils came out
successful out of 18 sent up, with one in the first
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class—a percentage seldom equalled by any school

or college in the Northern Circars. !

The present success and prosperity of the insti-
tution are mainly due to the Principal, Mr. D.
Lazarus, B.4., wheo has been in charge of the school
for the last twenty years; we humbly request Y.our
Excellency will be pleased to recognize bis services
in the cause of education in this district by appoint=
ing him a Fellow of the Madras University.

We take this opportunity of thanking Your
Excellency’s Government for the liberal monthly
grants we are receiving from the Educational Depart-
ment, as well as for the encouragement, given to
education in various other ways.

Wishing Your Excellency and Lady Havelock
every blessing from sbove.

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR’S REPLY.

His Excellency made a short reply in which he

said their réquest to nominate their headmaster &

Fellow would be considered at the time when nomi-
nations were usually made.

——

ADDRESS FROM THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL,
VIZIANAGRAM,

MAY 11 PruasE Youn Excrriesey,—On behalf of

the fellow tewnsmen whom we re

present, as well as
on our own behalf, we beg to tender Your Excel-

lency and party our most hearty welcome, and also
our sincere acknowledgments of gratitude to Your

A .

.
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Excellency for so kindly condescendi.ng .to g.ra,nt us,
in spite of the inconveniences of a fat1gumg Jougley,
and the mary important mattt?rs engaging (:ur
Kxcellency’s valuable time duI.'mg the short i az
here, an opportunity of more directly representmfl
the wants and requirements of our town, few thoug
re.

the};Szfore entering into other matters, we feel we
cannot refrain from expressing how deeply we feel
the serious loss that our countrymen in general and
we in particular have sustained by the sad ar.ld pge_)-
mature demise of His Highness the Maharajah Sir
Sri P. Ananda Gajapati Raj Maharaj Manyasultan
Bahadur of Vizianagram, G.C.I.E. He was tze
mainstay of the prosperity and happiness of‘ the
town and of its remarkable development on all snde‘s(i
He never spared either pains or purse w1th' regar

to any measure calculated to elevate its ?osmon 011;
promote the comforts of its reside;fcs. .'lhe preseltl

prosperous condition of this town is decidedly due c;
the hearty support and co-operation and the grea

interest he had manifested in all its concer’ns. It
was an admirable trait in the late Maharajah’s cha}'-
acter, that, though foremost he was to do goold in
a number of ways, he always tried to manage it, so
that the real benefactor was not at -01.106 .kn(.)wn.
It was to his generosity that this m‘umclpal.lty 18 s0
largely indebted for the improved state o!:' its roads
and its sanitary arrangements ; we say this, because
it has been saved from a heavy annual outlay upon
two of the essential purposes to which the Municipal
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funds should be applied, viz., medical aid and edu.
cation, both of which have fully been provided for

by the late lamented Maharajah. The Samastha-

lam maintains entirely, at jts own cost, a hospital

and dispensary where in. ang out- patients of the
town and its neighbouring villages are freely treated
and dieted, with every kind of accommodation pro-
 vided for males, females and accouchement cases.
A first-grade College, with high school and primary
departments attached to it, is likewise maintained ;
and nothing afforded him greater pleasure than the
success of this institution, and itg present elevated
position wag entirely due to his great liberality and
the interest he invariably manifested indeed in the

cause of education. I e frequently used to remark
that this college was one of th

© most precious jewels
of the Vizianagram Crown,

Had he been spared a
little while longer, the benefits of both these institns
tions would have stil] more considerably expanded.
His untimely end snatched away many a hope for
substantial improvements o this municipality. We
‘have more reasons than one to mourn his loss and
there is hardly any amongst us who does not feel

his demise as that of g great and real benefactor
and at the same time one th
to him,

We beg to represent that the councillors have
been maunaging the municipal affairs with harmony
among themselves and the people. We, however,
regret, to state that M.R.Ry. V. Venkatrayasastri
Garu, who has been connected with the council as its

at 1s dearest and nearest
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executive for four years in succession, has now bee.n
obliged to be absent at Vizagapatam on duty. ltl)]ls
good services have more than once been favoura' y
noticed by Government, and Your Excellency w tajs
also pleased to confer on him the honour of a Gertas
ficate on the rare occasion of Her Most Gracious
Majesty’s Diamond Jubilee. e
The town is two and-a-half square miles in
extent with a population of 29,180 as per cen'sus.of
1891 and has forty-two miles of roads to maintain.
Its income averages between thirty thousand .atnd
thirty-two thousand rupees per annum and ]u§t
covers the usual charges. It stands very badly in
need of two important and essential elements of
sanitation—one is the introduction of pure vvtater-
supply for drinking purposes, and the other is a.n
improved system of drainage. Unlef;s these..t‘“ 0
long-felt wants were supplied, the sanltary position
of the town cannot be complete or satisfactory, nor
can any amount of stringent measures .adoptecl
prove to be a successful safeguard against the
attacks of such epidemic diseases as the town. has
frequently been liable to. These are costly projects
and involve an expenditure such as we apprehend
we can never meet, under the existing state of our
finances, without substantial aid from Government.
It is very unlikely that we can find fresh sources of
income or enhance the present revenue, without
creating very great popular hardships and discon-
tent. There is no question that these wants are
perfectly real and require to be supplied as soon as
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b5 Your Bxeel fmn: the kindly interest evinced
ency’s Government in this direction

with reos Lol
Kl cas;t’;;dv;z 0'c.>ther Municipalities, especially in
ey g,l;xpatm?, and the preliminary steps
S ek tIll] t(; su.bJect relating to our town, we
il shaff Ria at during Your Excellency’s régime,
A havin; uree ngar future, enjoy the good fortune
the eas O‘p i Who.les()me water to drink within
¥ reach of the rich and the poor alike. We

3

these are, ag g rul

rich and the inﬁue, monopolised for the use of the

ential portion of .
and by their d; 94 of the community ;
needs )oft litl?r Sehang Posttion, they do not serve t{w
i e Do.ober classes. We submit it By el
ellency to judge whether these wells can afford

apours. They are, in

4 majori
Jority of cases, constructed without proper out

lets to di

sayin; if‘ihjl‘ge themselves ingo, It goes without
ing drainage ZPJ; tnecessary 1t is to improve the exist-
00 o5 ins f}; 3 i;l; and '?his project also is much
o rpntid i tti council to undertake unaided.
imaioison s L ly 1at, between these two evilg, the
= knzw ésser one, and can afford to wait.
. We cannot agk toq many fayours at a time.
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If, by Your Excellency’s kind support, our water
project has become an accomplished fact, and we
begin to disburden ourselves of the financial encum-
brance that it involves, we will submit proposals for
drainage improvements ; and we have, no doubt, that
Your Excellency’s Government will be pleased to
give them the best possible consideration.

May Your Excellency’s benevolent Government
be a perfect success in all its weighty and manifold
responsibilities and continue to endear still more, if
possible, the beloved and glorious name of Her Most
Gracious Majesty Our Queen-Empress all over the
land, is our ardent and sincere wish.

Before concluding we solicit Your Excellency’s
pardon for the detention that our representation has
caused, and we have only one thing more to say
before we are finished, and that is, that it would
have afforded us much greater pleasure and satis-
faction had Lady Havelock also been pleased to be
here on this occasion to receive our hearty welcome
and the .humble yet very sincere homage that we,
one and all, in one voice, so cheerfully and sponta-
neously tender. We earnestly wish Her Ladyship
and Your Excellency long life, health, happiness
and prosperity and a bright career of success on all

sides.
HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR’S REPLY.

Mexeers oF THE MuNicipAL Couxcin oF ViziA-

naGrAM.—I thank you very sincerely for your

cordial welcome. I assure you that there is ne
3z
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apology needed for asking me to meet you heré
for I consider it my duty and it is also my pleasures
on all occasions, to take any opportunity that offers
Ef meeting the municipal bodies of the country and
W?:‘t:ron:i s .djrBCtIY the representation of their
expre%: 1: tll‘lequlrements, and at the same time fo
aﬂ‘&iré; thz | ;m the praise for the conduct of thelr
warning it)'7 esfrve and give them the necessary
Yyour tsuChi:uc be required. I have listened to
qualities of 3 911101gy on the merits and admirable
priviloge of oo wéo,Maharajah, ol had(metics
but I lllja.d metellllilg Intimately acquainted with him,
be permitted to mdgn one or two occasions. 1 may
regret at his un: the expression of my personal
came in coutactlm?ly def’th- Like everybody wl{o
charming pergo lfvlth him, T was struck by his
This munici a]flta lt-y gl l;)y his courtly manners.
that he haq é)ndlo"); g"spe.c:al]y indebted to him 11
tion, viz., g ﬁrst-geraét it thia admif'able in-smt.u-
scale and in the deta'le COI_Iege: magmﬁcent in its
you inform me 118 of its staff, and he_also, as
connected with h’ospf‘t0 vided you with all matters
revenues of the mll)xln’-ﬂ.tr ef"tment. In this way the

icipality have been consider-

ably relj
all otherzveg; On t.h'&t ground alone, apart from
© ¢ municipality of Vizianagram owes

Municipality wity, },

the people, Witho armony among themselyes and

ut harmony gnq good feeling it
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is impossible for any institution, especially one in
which the popular voice is represented, as in
municipalities such as this, to work smoothly and
successfully. In reading the administration report
on the working of the muncipality for the last year,
I am glad to find that, in many respects, the
administration was fairly efficient. In others, I am
sorry to see there are matters pointed out in which
the Government does not consider that the admin-
istration was altogether satisfactory. I have mo
doubt these points will be prominently brought to
your notice. Allow me to express the hope that
you will pay real, marked and living attention fo
what is said on the subject. You then describe
your two principal wants. In common with most
municipalities with which I have made acquaintance,
you require a water-supply and you are in need of
an improved system of drainage. With regard to
your water-supply, it appears to me that you have
made out a good case. I am informed that a
scheme is now under preparation and is almost
complete. It will, I suppose, in due course, be
submitted to the municipal council, ard it will then
become your duty to make up your minds whether
you will accept it and provide the necessary funds.
It is possible that the scheme may be beyond your
present possibilities, and if such be proved, I have
no doubt that the Government will, in your case, as
it has done in others, give you such help as is usual
and customary. You inform me that the income of
the municipal council now averages between thirty
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?;?sz:nnad and t}?irt y-two thousand rupees per annunt
b Y c‘onsxder‘ yourselves a poor municipality
Y comparison with others; but if you compare
}tour preser.lt position with what it was about thirty
iela;;i: gg,o;x: 31869’ you are a V?Py rich municipality-
municipal rev ¥ manu?‘l. that in the year 1869, the
and fifty ru enue of Vizianagram was four hundred
mentedyb f}(:es, and at that time it was supple-
Governmeit eTirant of an equal amount by the
wotitbikras -Oor erefore, though you may consider
position t PYh TI.OW, you are in a very different
0 what you were thirty years ago. Your

next repr 3 gl
: presentation is with regard to drainage works.

poiigezgilltthzo:;;:at this work can be well post-
s € pressing need of w
t::)’b;ieﬂlilc:?: :Seﬁ‘i;i- Drain? ge works, as a rule, are
unless drainacrz - Elan n a perfect manner ; and
perfotly plan:ed V.Vto.rw S are really properly and
are a curse insteg,’,d1 ]; not seldom the case that they
can be done in ot an advantage. A great deal

% Very cheap way to improve your

drainage sim :

ply, without ap

: el :
levelling your drains ang haiin:borate e

ater-supply

b
economical arrangements.
1 this countr

Ous other simple and
s You have also the sun
¥ S Jour friend in matters of
emember a friopq h

Who, at any rate,

. s of drainage, used
18 01 s e
Well, you have the sun an I great deodorizer.”

a very valuable g]] Hind B i P i
: ¥n the matep of purification and
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drainage. Therefore I quite agree with you that
you can postpone the drainage works until you
have completed your water-supply. I beg to thank
you very much for your kind wishes for the success
of my administration. I beg to offer you my
thanks for the sentiments you express with regard
to Lady Havelock. I have no doubt it would have
given her great pleasure if she could have found
herself suddenly transplanted to the town of Vizia-
nagram. But she could hardly face the long
journey that I have made, making it as rapidly as
1 have been obliged to do. But possibly on some
future occasion, when -communications between
Vizianagram and Madras are more completely
carried out than they are at present, it may give
her pleasure to accompany me on a future visit.
Gentlemen, I thank you for your kind wishes and
once more for the cordial welcome which you have
given me.

ADDRESS FROM TH}E PRINCIPAL, &c., OF THE
MAHARAJAH’S COLLEGE, VIZIANAGRAM.

May 11 PLEASE YoUur ExceLtency,— We, the Prin-
cipal, Professors, and Teachers of the Maharajah’s
College, Vizianagram, humbly beg to offer Your
Excellency a hearty welcome.

This institution was founded in 1857 by His
Highness Sir Pusapati Vijayarama Gajapatiraj,
Maharajah of Vizianagram, k.cs.r., and made a
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second-grade college during his lifetime. His som,
and successor, Maharajah Sir Ananda Gajapatiraj,
C.C.LE., raised it to the rank of a first-grade
college in 1883, .

It may interest Your Excell

g ency to know that
this institution, :

parts of the Northern Circars, has turned out about
a hundred graduates and five hundred undergradu-
ates, and that, though it cannot rival some of the

older colleges in the Presidenc

y in point of num-
bers

,» 1t holds a conspicuously high position as
regards the percentage of successful candidates,
especially in the B.A. Degree examination.

Our late lamented patron always took a deep
personal interest in the college. Whenever a dis-
tinguished visitor came to Vizianagram,
late Mftharajah’s pride to bring him to the college,
and point out the work done here. The college has
been visited by Sir Mountstuart Grant Duff, Lord
Wenlock, Lord Roberts and Sir Mansfield Clarke,

among other notabilities, who have from time to
time honoured the institution

The old college buildin
stuart Grant Duff, and
building was laid by

it was the

with their presence:
g Wasopened by Sir Mount-
the corner-stone of the new

Lord Wenlock. Like so
many of his illustrious ancestors, the late Maharajah
Was also a great, patron of learning, and liberally

encouragt?d those who wished to acquire knowledge.
e was himself an example of a rema

rkably learned
man, who was well versed in both t

i . : he Bastern and
estern philosophies. His ambition was to develop

which attracts students from all
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this institution, so as to pave the way for mak-
ing Vizianagram the seat of a University for the
Telugu country. While we cannot too deeply
mourn his premature death as a great loss to the

. cause of higher education in these parts, we are

thankful that the noble and enlightened Maharanee
has resolved to maintain the college, and to con-
tinue the generous policy of encouraging education,
a policy which was inaugurated by her illustrious
husband, and considerably extended by her still
more illustrious son.

While Your Excellency has earned the gratitude
of the millions entrusted to your care by your kind
and sympathetic administration, Your Excellency
has, by your remarks at Ernakulam, given ample
proof of Your Excellency’s solicitude for the cause
of education, and inspired us with a hope, that, when
the question of the development of an Oriental
side to our University, which, if rightly solved,
will mark an era in the history of the intellectual
progress of Southern India, comes before Your
Excellency, it will receive such support as may be
expected from a statesman of Your Excellency’s
broad and liberal views. Before we conclude, we
beg to express our humble and sincere thanks
for the great honour Your Excellency has conferred
upon us by paying a visit to our college.

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR’S REPLY.

Mg. Princiran, PROFESSORS AND TEACHERS OF THE
Manarasan’s CoLLEGE OF ViziaNacrad,—I beg you
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::jf:ocrzgt n}y bost n.ckuowledgmonts for your kind
o bW have h‘steued with great interest to
R short, hlstory which you have givou me of your
i; ti:‘je- 3t1| c?ngratulute you on its rapid progress
allude ghll olsuccess. The returns to which you
. I)ogit(.)w that, as you say, the college holds &
ful ca.ndid-l:n e 'regatrds the percentage of success:
e il E:,S});' Ospecially in the B.A. Degree exam:
are not, as la ink, as you observe, your numbers
leading ed Bt th_e}’ are in some of the other
S educational institutions of the country:
No address of this sor
Possibly omit g touchin
done to thijg town of
co.llege in particular, by
rajah and by his predece
of the man

t coming from you could
g allusion to the services
Vizianagram, and to this
the late illustrions Maha-
‘@ecessors. This college is one
Maharajah’s ymm&'-(:):f;l ificent monuments of the late
those of hig ;m cence and enlightenment and
i Sbobdsia P:: ocessors. I am glad to find myself
Duff, Lord l\lN such'men as Sir Mountstuart Grant

e enlock, 'Lord Roberts, Sir Mansfield

o received here with the honours

m
T—
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ADDRESS FROM THE RAJAH OF BOBBILI ON THE
OCCASION OF OPENING VICTORIA TOWN HALL,
BOBBILI.

Your Exceriency Axp GenrtnemiN,—Before I
request Your Excellency to perform the ceremony
for which we are all assembled here now, it seems
fitting that I should briefly relate the circumstances
that led to the erection of this building. When in
the year 1893 I had the high privilege of paying
my most humble and loyal respects to Her Majesty
the Queen-Empress, I thought it my duty to per-
petuate the memory of such an auspicious event in
some enduring form, and accordingly I applied to

Her Majesty, through the Keeper of the Privy Purse,

for permission to associate Her Majesty’s name with
the Town Hall which I proposed to build in Bobbili
as a memorial of my visit. That permission Her
Majesty most graciously accorded me, and the letter
of Sir Henry Ponsonby, communicating to me Her
Majesty’s sanction, is inscribed on the tablet here,
as you see. After my return to India, in consider-
ation of the importance of this building, I requested
Your Excellency’s noble predecessor Lord Wenlock,
to honour me by laying the foundation stone, a re-
quest which he was kind enough to comply with,
when on his visit to Bobbili in October 1894. Such,
very briefly, is the history and explanation of the
Bobbili Vietoria Town Hall, my humble tribute to
that gracious lady whose name it bears. After the
completion of the building, I felt solicitous that it

should also have the honour of being opened by an
4 :
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equally high and worthy representative of Her
Majesty, and Your Excellency has laid me under
deep obligation by so readily acceding to my request
that you would perform the ceremony. Since then
.I have been most anxiously looking forward to the
Jo:yful event of Your Excellency’s visit to this dis-
trict. Gentlemen, we cannot sufficiently congratu-
]at':e ourselves on our happiness and good fortune in
being privileged to welcome Sir Ax(':thur Havelock
to this town. Hig Excellency has
a peculiarly large claim on our de’a
tude, as one who,
qualities with whic

I venture to say,
votion and grati-
by reason of the statesmanlike
h he is so highly endowed, and

: perience which he possesses. is
80 pre-eminently fitted tq rule over axr:)xd t :
3

the interests of, the People of this Presiq
now beg leave to thank Youp Excell
on my own behalf, and in the nam
Bobbili, for your kindness,
you have conferred upon us,
‘this Town Hall to-day. In
lency to be graciously please
Town Hall.

o guard
ency. I
enecy once more

¢ of the people of
and the honour which

by coming here to open
OW request Your Excel.
d to open this Victoria

» HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR'S REPLY.

_ The Rajah has so fully and clearly explained the
hlStOl.‘y and objects of this Town Hall that there
remains little for me to Say except that I feel it g
asked to consummate the
my distinguished prede-
heartily ang deeply the

work which was begun by
cessor. I appreciate very

_in iieadiipie ik
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gentiments which have moved the Rajah to carry
out this work,and I trust that the usefulness of
the building with which he has endowed the town
of Bobbili will be extensive and long lasting. With
these words I now declare the Victoria Town Hall
to be duly opened.

ADDRESS FROM THE INHABITANTS OF THE TOWN
AND THE ZAMINDARI OF BOBBILI.

May 1r purasE Your Excerrency.—We, the in-
habitants of the town and the zamindari of Bobbili,
beg to offer Your Excellency a most hearty and
loyal welcome to our town. This is the second time
that we have had the high privilege to welcome a
Governor of this Presidency.

The previous illustrious history of the house of
Bobbili is too well-known to need any special refer-
ence, and the benevolence and the liberality of the
Rajah who is now its representative, are fully borne
out by the numerous public institutions such as
schools, hospitals, and other charitable institutions
founded by him, not the least important of which
is the building that has just had the honour of
being opened by Your Excellency.

Our wants as regards education, medical aid,
ganitation, and fresh water-supply, have been more
than supplied and safe-guarded by our worthy
Rajah, with the co-operation of the Government
and the local boards.
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have to make at Your

The requests that we now
few in pumber.

Excellency’s hands are therefore
Nevertheless, the liberal attitude maintained by
Your Excellency on all questions of public interest ;
the solicitude evineed by Your Excellency to learn
the grievances of all classes of people; the philan-
thropic spirit that has been inducing Your Excel
lency to make frequent visits to jails and hospitals s
the large-heartedness with which you bave gafe-
guarded the interests of the rural population by
passing a very liberal-spirited resolution on the
forest administration; the impartiality and the
breadth of view with which you have been giving
effect to the Parliamentary Enactment of 1833,
and to the Queen’s Proclamation of 1858, by
appointing natives of proved merit to the highest
appointments in your gift; your fearless and con-
scientious expression of opinion on the question
of Provincial finance :—all these are more than suffi=
cient, not only to engrave your name on the hearts
of the people of Southern India, but to encourage
us to approach Your Excellency with two requests,
to the consideration of which we crave Your
Excellency’s kindest attention. _

The first of our requests is the speedx con-
izianagram-l’z‘irvatfpuram Railway,
feation the East Coast Railway
rative to the Government, or
ag it ought to be; and
a survey party 1s already
ith the said branch

struction of the V
without which rami
can never he so luc
venient to the people
are glad to hear that
field in connection W

con
we
in the

'?,
4

7

-
5
3
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4
4
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rallway. We now therefore request Your Excel-
lency to give effect to that scheme as early as
possible.

Our second request is of a political nature. We
venture to request Your Excellency to grant to our
Union which has been successfully working for the
last twelve years, the right of election under sub-
section (b) of section 16, and under sections 121
and 123 of Local Boards Act.

In this connection we beg leave to remind Your
Excellency that the Government of Inda in its
review of the working of the Local Boards Act,
notes with satisfaction that the local self-govern-
ment scheme has been most successfully working
in the Madras Presidency.

In conclusion, we cannot omit to congratulate
ourselves on our having been enabled to face the last
famine successfully, through the generous efforts
made by the British Government and by the
British nation, as well as by our Rajah who liberally
helped his people in various ways; and the ex-
cellent and orderly manner in which State relief
was given in this, as well as in other, affected
districts, is in a large measure due to Your Excel-
lency’s administrative skill, and to the energy,
eonscientiousness, and the high sense of duty of our
District and Divisional officers, to whom we can
never feel too highly grateful.

We once‘more welcome Your Excellency to
our midst, but we sincerely regret the absence on
this interesting oceasion of Her HExcellency Lady
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and T wish also not to lose this opportunity of

s;qt);‘esszl.g the high appreciation of my Government
e skill, zeal and devotion of the District officers

ADDRESS FROM THE INHABITANTS OF THE
TOWN OF CHATRAPUR.

h b.I\IAY 1T PLEASE. Your EXCELLENCY,_WQ’ the ine
a l‘tants of the little town of Chatl.apm" FIR O 1
311;:2 t::s of the District Collector and Magistrate,
to offer stll)f: f;f,uny beg to approach Your Excellency
of our hearts al‘lzest of welcomes from the bottom
that, poor dan beg to assure Your Excellency
Wan;is ; ax;l humble as oupr reception may be and
g thatgacn ad the splendour and princely character
e/ h:icln' ;d by wealthier towns in the South,
and grateful [ 3 Excellency with hearts ag loyal
are ik they are proud and cheerful. We
exceedingly glad to ayaj] ourselves of this golden

distributed and many a
E?O; soul most, Opportunely saved from the pagvs
unger and clutches of sickness through tﬁe
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exertions of our District officers under the able and
energetic guidance of our esteemed and popular
Collector who worked day and night visiting village
after village, unheeding wind, sun, and rain and
undaunted by cholera and small-pox. Grateful as
we are for the many and varied benefits which we
have enjoyed and are still enjoying under the benign
British sway, and especially fresh as our memories
are of the unbounded munificence of Your Excel-
lency’s regimé in protecting several thousands of
lives during the late famine, yet, prompted by the
principle of “ Ask and it shall be given,” we are
emboldened to approach Your Excellency to ask for
more favours which, our experience of Your Excel-
lency's generosity in other quarters vouches, will
not be denied. Water, pure drinking water, has been
a long and much felt want at Chatrapur. Yet, the
town is within a couple of miles from a ramification
of the Rushikulya project, one of those innumerable
works of grandeur which trumpet to the world the
glory of the British administration. An extension
of the canal these two miles is all that is needed
not only to serveas a feeder for all the drinking-
water tanks in the town, but to irrigate more lands
and be a source of revenue to Government. Our
next prayer is for the construction of the Goomsur-
Gopalpur Branch Railway. We are deeply indebted
to the Government for the inestimable boon of g
railway, and with it the enjoyment of all the
advantages of easy communication in common with

our brethren of the South-—in particular, the unique
13
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re of the gubernatorial visits, which had
proviously been few and far betweer, to this far-
off northernmost part of the Presidency- The
opening of such a branch line will be beneficial in
various ways to the people of this district. The
produce of the fertile lands of Goomsur and Atagada
and of the hills and forests will find its way oub

to the seaport, the imports of which, together with
common salt, ill be placed within the easy reach
of the people inhabiting the Agency tracts and the
country pordering o1 the hills, where such articles as
sals and tobacco fin

d a ready markeb, i bhe cons
struction of the whole bran

ch line is not feasible so
goon, We respectfully peg to submit that at Jeast the
f the district, namely,

chief port © Gopalpur, may
in line at or ne

be connected with the mal ar Berham=
¢ important tOWD in the district. We
t has engaged the Attention of

hear the :
(Collector and confiding In his

wisdom, at all our real wants will
pe readily supplied. Once more, W beg to welcome
Your Excellency with hearts overflowing with joy
and gratimd Your Excellency will
convey Our pest wishes ¢ Her Excellency Lady
ock to whom ave not the fortune and
welcome in our midst.

o most mercif Your Excellency
ife of peace, happiness

ontinuance of your noble
and elevate the
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H[S 4‘7
EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR'S REPLY

REPRESEN
RAPUR’—jIrsliII\;ATIIrEs oF THE INHABITANTS OF CHAT-
G e gdad to find myself in Chatrapur
vty Wh.ah-quarters of the Ganjdm district-—:
T 1'c ;h perhaps with the exception of
e , 18 the most remote of all the district
adras Presidency. I thank the inhubita.r(:t:

St

tions i
WhichoIf X;allcoljne., in the sincerity and warmth o
ks you{setlahev%. I am glad to find that yonf
o aitadd vzs in a thankful manner for the
szt e fy t.he Government to relieve dis-
R Byt W.tz;mme .during the past year. I
SRl e :] pa.rtlcular satisfaction to the
e Districtu t;ai which you pay to your Collector
ottt (()1 . cers for the devotion, skill and
L i isplayed b:y them in meeting the
T ttm;:e under circumstances that were
Sekahiss bezn od::f:.in th;]u follotw your thanks for
Wiy e past by reque
i ?su;ht::)e future.. The first requesbqth:zsyf::
Srhears OOdsom.eth.mg should be done towards
Chatra;uf I aimilr]:fl:rgme‘;aﬁr ol e plau]
: at you ar
:zge;f::xg ll::;mly on the water to ge got efzi)tnf ::Zint
e rapur, .by reason of its bad suppl 'sf,
i :quecster, is still subject to attacks of chlt))liro
Tl o theseerills to me to be a very reasonabil.
i Bl scheme that you suggest has th0
g of being at any rate economical. Of it:
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feasibility I am not at present in a position to ex-
press an opinion ; but the Collector tells me that the
District Board Engineer is about to make a survey
which will probably settle the question as to whether
or not water can be brought to the town in the man-
ner you describe, viz., by a channel from the Rushi-
kulya project, starting at a point about two miles
from here. If it is found that there are no engineer-
ing difficulties in the way, it seems to me that this
scheme is one that might deserve encouragement.
The only difficulty that will present itself will be
the provision of the necessary funds. T understand
that the District Board funds are at present rather
in low water. But on this matter I have not yet
had time to consult fully with the Collector. It
will be time enough when it is shown that the work
can be carried out without any engineering diffi-
culties, to face the question of expense ; and I hope
that some means will be devised for doing so.  Your
next prayer is for the construction of the branch
railway. I understand by the expression Goomsur-
Gopalpur Railway that you mean, in point of fact,
two branch lines of railway, one starting from the
main line of railway and striking inland through
Goomsur and Atagada in the direction of the agency ;
and the other starting also from the main line some-
where, I think you say in the neighbourhood of
Berhampur, and reaching to the port of Gopalpur.
With regard to the first of these, viz., the branch
line to intersect Goomsur taluk and Atagada zamin-
dari in the direction of the Agency, I will say that

> )
L
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at first sight it appears to me to be good policy that
such a line should be considered. I understand that
these districts are fertile and that possibly if a line
is constructed in a cheap manner, it might prove to
be remunerative. I shall have pleasure in bringing
to the notice of the Government of India a proposal
for this purpose. Now with regard to the other
branch line, the one from the main line to Gopalpur,
or some other port within the district of Ganjdm,
two questions are involved; the first is whether or
not it is desirable that any port in Ganjim should
be connected by railway with the main line, and,
secondly, if any port is to be connected, which port
is to be chosen for that purpose. It was considered
necessary in order to decide the first of these ques-
tions, that is, whether it will be desirable {from a
paying point of view to connect any port of Ganjdm
with the main line, to obtain certain statistics of
the amount of business carried on there. The Col-
lector informs me that these statistics have been
completed ; but they have mot yet. reached me,
either privately or officially. I am therefore unable
at present to base any opinion thereupon.  But I
venture to say that in my opinion it will be both
fair and politic to connect the main line with some
port of the Ganjdm district. But with regard to
the particular port that should be favoured in this
way, I am not able to express any decided opinion
on the subject; but as I am advised at present,
the evidence that I have before me would go to
ghow that, all things being considered, Gopalpur
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and his willing assistants for the unparalleled promp-
titude and thoroughness with which all relief mea-
sures were carried out. In this connection we thank
those charitably disposed persons of all nations who
contributed to the Indian Famine Charitable Relief
Fund— a fund which, working as it did side by side
with Government relief, has rescued innumerable
respectable, but indigent, families from starvation
and death.

4. That great national calamity, the plague, is
exercising the minds of the public more than any-
thing else at the present moment, but we are happy
to be able to assure Your Excellency that we have
been carrying out as strictly as possible the rules
for plague observation framed by our ever-vigilant
Sanitary Commissioner.

5. This town of ours, like the rest of the district,
has suffered of late from cholera, which happily has
ieft us, but small-pox, in a more or less severe form,
is prevailing now in our midst as elsewhere in the
district. The mortality hitherto has been mostly
confined to adults and re-vaccination is being vigor-
ously carried on to minimise it. ‘ V

6. We are keenly alive to the fact, that without
an abundant supply of wholesome water, disease can
hardly be kept out of the town, and pending the
Sanitary Engineer’s water-supply scheme, which,
when matured, we shall have to apply to Govern-
m nt for help, we have resolved to lead water from
the Rushikulya canal into our tanks through
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Raneegunge pipes instead of along a feeder channel
as hitherto. But this at best is a makeshift, for
we shall not have filtered water, and a Rushikulya
canal is liable to more or lesg pollution in the many
miles of country over which it passes.

7. In this connection we respectfully pray that
the branch of the Rushikalya eanal which it is pro-
posed to carry along the northern limits of the town,
may be undertaken at an early date,

so that we may
have Rushikulya water within easy r

each.,

8. We are glad to tell Your Excellency that we
have been doing our duty as usual in our humble
way with the kind co-operation of the Distriet

authorities and without any hitch amongst our-
selves.

9. But

the time at Your Excellency’s disposal is
short as o

ur temptation to detain you is great. We
therefore conclude with €xpressions of sincere and
devoted loyalty to our Queen-Mother and with
prayers for Your Excellency’s long
perity in whatever sphere of action Y
may be placed.

life and pros-
our Excellency

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR’S REPLY.

M. CHARMAN Axp MeyBers oF THE MUNIOIPAT,
CouNcin  op Bernaypur,—I accept with pleasure
your addressand I thank you for your kind welcome
to your town. I am glad to hear that you appre-
ciate the strenuous and successful efforts made by

X
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the Collector of the district and the other District
officers for resisting the inroads of distress and
famine during the last year. Our thanks, our grati-
tude are due to all those who in England and else-
where contributed so liberally towards the great
Indian Charitable Famine Relief Fund. We also
owe a debt of thanks to those local bodies and per-
sons who, in such a very disinterested and successful
manner, administered the distribution of that fund
in this country. You make allusion to the plag\‘w
which prevails in the Bombay Presidency and in
some parts of the Punjab. Happily, up to the
present moment, we have not had that visitation
within the precinets of the Madras Presidency ; and
as the warm weather approachés, I am glad to say,
the chances of its spreading among us decrease. .I
hope during the next few weeks we may succeed in
keeping it at bay; and then we may begi.n to con-
gratulate oursslves on being saved from it, at any
rate, until the next cool season approaches. I am
aware your town has rather an evil name for cholera.
At the present moment I am glad to hear tha.t you
have an immunity from it. Small-pox, I hear, is one
of your greatest enemies. I am glad to see that you
are so fully alive to the necessity of having a good
supply ‘of drinking water as a preventive, if not a
cure, of these visitations that T have just mentioned :
and I am gratified to find you are able so far to help
yourselves as to resolve to lead water from the
Rushikulya canal into your tanks through Ranee-
gunge pipes, instead of along a feeder channel ag
40
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hitherto. You remark that this is merely a make-
shift and I think evidently it is so. T am not aware
that any regular scheme of water-supply has yet been
designed by our Sanitary Engineer for the town of

Berhampur. And I am aware that there are a great

many other schemes for other towns in the Presi-
dency which are considered to have precedence of
any schemes for Berhampur. I would therefore
join with the Sanitary Engineer in advising you for
the present to make the very best of your existing
circumstances, which you appear to have made up
your minds to do; but when I return to Madras
I will make inquiry as to the exact position of your
town with regard to the water-supply schemes, and
if I find the scheme that the Sanitary Engineer has
in mind of a very simple, easy and economical
description, I will see if it will be possible to hasten
its preparation, You next mention that you would
like a branch of the Rushikulya canal, which it is
proposed to carry along the northern limits of your
town, to be taken in hand at an early date. From
enquiries I have made with regard to this work, I
am obliged to tell you that I think there is no chance

of its being taken up as an irrigation work, at any

rate, for the present. The funds appropriated to the

Rushikulya scheme will not, as I understand, admit

of this particular work being carried out just now.

I am glad to.h'ear that you are able to tell me that you,

of the Municipal Council of Berhampur, are doing
your duty ina humble way and that there is 1o hitch

among you. Dissension in a body such as yours
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is fatal to all useful work. If you can work with
unanimity, half the battle is gained. I have made
some enquiries with regard to the position of your
municipality, and I find that you consist of eighteen
members, of whom eight are nominated and ten
are elected. I have also looked through the admin-
istration reports for the last two years, so as to form
for myself some opinion of the character of the work
done by the Municipal Council here. For the year
1895-96 your work is described as fairly efficient, but
not satisfactory in the important subjects of roads,
vaccination and registration. In the report for the
following year, I regret to have to say that the men-
tion of you is even less satisfactory. It appears from
that report that the matters connected with improve-
ments of roads, with education, vaccination and
registration, have advanced far less than during
the previous year,and your sanitation is described
as defective and, in fact, as I have already had occa-
sion to remark, Berhampur has a bad name for
its insalubrity, Now, gentlemen of the Municipal
Council, I commend very strongly to you active
improvement in the matters in which Government
has found you to be deficient. More especially.do
I call upon you to attend to matters connected with
the sanitation of your town. I shall take particular
pains to watch the progress of this municipality in
these matters and especially in the important mag-
ter of sanitation. I beg in conclusion to thank you
for your kind expressions for myself and to join
with you in your testimony of sincere and devoted
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Joyalty tc Her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen=

Empress.

e it

THE CHAIRMAN AND THE

ADDRESS FROM
OF THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL,

COUNCILLORS
OHICACOLE.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR ExcELL
man and the Councillors of the Municipal Council,
(‘hicacole, respectfully beg to approach Your Excel-

humble address on this the first
Excellency’s visit to our district,

lcome Your Excellency with
our heartfelt joy and gratitude, though we have not
peen afforded t i

he opportunity of doing so in our
town, which was once the capital of the district
and is now second in importance to Berhampur.

9. We may be permitted to take this oppor-
tunity to thank, firstly, Your Excellency’s Govern-
ment, and, secondly, t

and energetic measures taken for relieving
s which prevailed throughout the

and we regret. that people are not
prehensions of further scar-

obtaining at present
and we are fully confident that they

ady relief under Your Excellency’s

will have a re §
gympathetic administration 10 the event of those

apprehensions being realized.

3. We feel bound to express
your Excellency for having recently vouchsafed

ENCY,— W e, the Chair-

lency with our
oceasion of Your
to which we beg to we

timely
the severe distres

district last years
entirely free from the appreb
city, considering the high prices

in the market ;

our warmesb thanks

to

he District officers, for the

)

}/ -
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to our Council the elective franchise to the extent
of one-half the number of the Councillors.

4. .Acknowledging with our deepest gratitude the
undeniable benefits of the railway communication
through our district, we respectfully beg to represent
that our town, whose population is about nineteen-
thousand, is not in a position to enjoy those benefits
flillly on account of the Chicacole road station bein
situated so far away as nine miles from our towng
and that, in consequence, the commercial progres;
o.f our town is being considerably retarded. The
situation of our town so far away from that station
we .venture to think, is one of the reasons, if not th(;
main one, for its not being honoured with a visit
from Your Excellency at this time. We humbly
pray that Your Excellency will be graciously pleased
to fz.wourably take into Your Excellency's early
consideration the desirability of remedying the want
of 4 branch line, which our town has been sorely
feeling, by sanctioning a feeder-line to pass through
our town to Calingapatam, which is an important
j:;;i,ort'n?nd dh;s extensive salt manufacture, vid

avilli and Sri ilgri
e districtl':urmam, noted places of pilgrim-

5.. We further beg to represent that, in case
sanction of the feeder-line cannot be ac;orded t
present owing to financial exigencies, at least tz
construction of an ordinary road from Dusi stati ’
to the! main road that leads to Chicacole whlim}lx
W9uld bring the railway nearer to us by abo’ut thr(;e
miles, would be of no small benefit to our town, and
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we, therefore, pra

¥y that the construction of the road
may be sanctione

d as early as possible,
6. Webeg to assure You

r Excellency that we
are hopefully awaiting the f

nment to our prayer in
for the purposes of conserv-
the river in the Vizagapatam
ur town, under the control of

regard to placing,
ancy, the bank of

district opposite to 0
our Council,

7. Expressing once
town has not been hon
Excellency,
from the bo
opportunity
feel sure,

more our regret that our
oured with a visit from Your
we beg in conclusion to offer our thanks
ttom of our hearts for granting us this
of representing our needs, which, we

will be supplied under Your Excellency’s
kind and generous administration, and we fervently

pray that the Almighty wil bestow on Your Excel-

lency and Lady Havelock long life, sound health,
and prosperity.

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR'S REPLY.

Me. CHAIRMAN AxD MEewmgers op THE MUNICIPAL
Couxorr or CarcacoLe,—I thank you for your kind
expression of pleasure and satisfaction at meeting
me here to-day, and I thank you for your kind wel-
come to the district. I mugt repeat what I said in
reply to the last address, that it gives me satisfac-
tion to find you go highly appreciate the excellent
efforts made by the Collector and the District officers
to meet the difficulties which arose during the last
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year through scarcity and fear of famm;. Thgfe
efforts which were so successful are t1 o;q:gha}sf
appreciated by the Government. I am ga]i : o
been possible to extend to your mnmclpalf yf o
elective franchise to the extent of one-h;]a (; .
number of Councillors, and I hopf) before long gni.
will deserve even further extension of thea'se m .
cipal privileges. You make a .represel%;amonwxic.h
regard to the construction of.a line of ra} Wayonnec-
will bring your town and Calingapatam 1ntc1>; ¢ o
tion with the main line of railway. I mus :xp i
to you, in the first place, that the construc 101;1 A
railways in this country is not a mallzdteg 'v;r i
depends upon the Local Govern‘ment of asxl':b I:eme
is a subject which is dealt with by the ; pLoca,l
Government at Caleutta. It is true that the i
Government is called upon to make recommen i;h
tions in these matters, but the final fiecxsmn rg H
regard to the recommendation.s and with rega e
all works of this kind, rests with the Supreme e
ernment. It has not before to-day l?een broug
to my notice that such a line of rz‘ulwa,}fuasb ey(:;
describe is amongst those works which wi P
advantage. I have, therefore, not had time to g;'l :
at all deeply into the question, but from very.c?;suh
examination of it I am bound to say I do not think the
work is one of those which the Local Government
can cordially and conscientious}y rfacommend‘ to the
Supreme Government. I am inclined teo think that
the expense of it will be far in excess of any re‘tl.lrn
which is likely to be derived. You next ask, failing
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the construction of the railway line,
tion of an ordinary road from Dy

main road that leads to Chiecac
shorten your

three miles.

for the constrye-
si station to the
ole, which woulq
access to the railway station by about
The Collector informs me that this wij]
be a somewhat costly piece of work and that the Dis.
trict Board are unable to undertake it. Tfi ig done
at all, it must be done onl

and before I can underta
possibility of this being
cial Government, I mus
both as to its possible

y from Provineial funds
ke to say anything of the
undertaken by the Provin-
t have further information

usefulness and probable
cost. The matter will, in due course, be referred

by the Collector to the Government, who will take
action thereupon. You refer in paragraph 6 of
your address to a communication which you appear
to have addressed to Government applying that the
bank of the river on the Vizagapatam side may be
placed under the control of your ecouncil: Thig
application has not yet come under my notice, but
I have no doubt it will do so in dye course ; but,
I may tell you if the Collectors of thig district and
Vizagapatam are able to Support it, the Government
will give the matter their best cousideration. In
conclusion I bheg you to accept my best thanks for

your kind wishes on behalf of Lady Havelock and
myself.
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ADDRESS FROM THE MEMBERS OF THE
BERHAMPUR ASSOCIATION.

May 1T PLEASE YOUR EXOEI,LENUY,——Wg, .the
undersigned Members of the Berhampur éslsoi)u;tl(::(;
beg to offer Your Excellency a m.os';t cordl.a welco
ou the occasion of your first visit to this town.

2. We are all deeply and sincerely.grateful to
Your Excellency for the manifol'd blessmg§ co;fer-
red on the people of this Presidency during ou(l;
Excellency’s regimé. First and forefnost'amor::b
them is the prompt and adequate. relief: gnfren. (;
the poor and the distressed during the arﬁm]
which we have just passed thr.ou.gh unscathed,
owing to the forethought and vigilance o,f Yomt;
Excellency’s Government. Your Excellency- s v1a11
to some of the most affected parts at considerab <;
sacrifice to your health and personal c:)mfort an’(
convenience, is a clear proof of Your Excellency's
solicitude for the welfare of the people. In this
connection, we may be permitted. to express oug
gratitude to our able and energetic .Collejctor arl
his District subordinates for the alacrity w1th. Wh}ch
all relief measures were executed,. and privation
and want anticipated and combated in every part of
the district.

3. While on this subject it behoves us to render
our heartfelt thanks to the subseribers ?f Whatev'er
clime, color or creed to the Famine C.harltable Relief
Fund, whose disinterested generosity has res.cned
rom the jaws of death numberless fell(iw-bemgs,

D
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whom Government relief could not reach; and the
gentlemen forming the various committees to whom
the administration of the fund was entrusted, and
who discharged their honorary, though o.nerous,
duties with single-hearted honesty and devotion.

4. We would respectfully suggest,. tha}ff a;i:
measure for the prevention of famine 10 tleI; i
trict, the Rushikulya sche.me may bedc(t);pvamsa‘
all its branches and distributaries an iy
dhara project und}frtaken al;d Oc;or}z:f;e:zztion L,

date. Another mean n; *
;‘t‘::]:re famine would be, ifl our humb:ie opx:;c;n,Efi;b
opening of a railway line connlgc nfr pete
Coast Railway with the Bengal-Nagp! A
vid Aska and Russellkorda, tlfus .throwu;l,, A

he gmin-producing Jistricts of the 1
tram? t gnd finding an e€asy route for the expor
Z:Z::Z?ﬁxe forest produce of our Agency tracts. '

5. While acknowledging the mz'my beneﬁ;z ;lely

fPl‘l'e(.i on us by the East Coast Railway, we

pmit that 2 pranch line to Gopalpur port is badly
su

i 1 ts of the mercantile commu~
“’ﬂﬂtf’d X th'et”il(:eres r branch of the Ea§t
e from Pusi or Chicacole road v'ui
F th holy places of pil-
d b at boon to
i tam would be a gre
) to Calingapa Sy
g”"‘“i‘l’i)c and it will also prove & guccess
the publit,

: rew.
ey oint of V1 ‘ L
pocumal b p 's<ion to bl'mg to Your

# i w0 ' ion the absolute neces-
2o kind consit
Excellency 8

b Lot

¥
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sity that exists at present for a branch dispensary
in Berhampur, a necessity which was recognised
by the District Medical and Sanitary officer, and
which we feel to be so great that we are constrained
to mention it to Your Excellency in spite of the
fact that the proposal of the Municipal Council to
open a branch dispensary has been vetoed by the
Government. The Jubilee Hospital is situated a
long way off from the most thickly populated por-
tion of the town, the inhabitants of which are
generally poor and ignorant and cannob afford to
pay for cart hire to take them to the J ubilee Hospital
when disabled to walk.

7. We take this opportunity of offering our best
thanks to the Zamindar of Kallikéta and Atagada
for his liberal offer to build a Town Hall here in
commemoration of Her Majesty the Queen-Empress
Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee, and make a free gift of
the same to the Berhampur Association whose duty
it will be to allow its use for all purposes of a public
nature.

8. We have detained Your Excellency long, and
beg leave to conclude with expressions of loyalty
and affection to our Queen-Empress and with
prayers for the long life and prosperity of Lady
Havelock and Your Excellency.

TIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR'S REPLY.

MEMBERS OF THE BERHAMPUR  ASSOCTATION,—
1 thank you for your cordial welcome. I beg to
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express my interest in the work which your associd-
to do in Berhampur. I can only

tion has set itself
ropeat, what I have now said on several occasions,

that we all very highly appreciate the hard work
the successfully hard work of the District officers
in combating famine and distress during the recent
year. We also highly appreciate the liberality of

r fellow subjects in England and all over the
buting towards the Famine Chari-
much

ou
Empire in contri
table Relief Fund, which has served to allay

misery and to set people going who had almost
Jost the means of gaining their livelihood. This
fund, so far as the Madras Presidency is concerned,
has been admirably administered. We have to
congratulate ourselves much on the success of those
who were connected with the distribution of this
fund, and we OW® to them our grateful thanks.
With regard to the branches of the Rushikulya
scheme, I believe 1 am right in saying that they are
for the most part already undertaken, and I hope
will approach completion pefore long. From what
1 can learn with regard to the other project which
you mention, ViZ the Van}sadllara projecjo, I am
think that it is not one which will
1f to those who are responsible for the
tion works. Now with regard
to the oxtensions of railways which you mention,
the first 18 8 line connecting the Hast Coast Rail-
way with the Bengal-Nagpur lin(? v-[(.i Aska f.l,ﬂd
R qssollkonda. ceasion, in answering

On a previous 0
address pl‘e;eute«

inclined to
commend itse
undertaking of irriga

all 1 to me at Chatrapur, 1 said,

i
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Wll-at T repeat now, that I think it will be good
policy to make an investigation, at any rate, of
the earlier part of this line, that 1s, of a section of
Perhaps about 50 miles in length from somewhere
n. the neighbourhood of Berhampur through Aska
into t.he country beyond towards the Agen:y tracts.
I believe that this is a rich and fertile part of the
country and it might possibly prove to be a work
T,hat would be sufficiently remunerative to justify
it co.nstruction. "T'he next railway line which you
mention as being one which you desire to have, is a
branch line to the Gopalpur port, and here again
1 have_ to repeat what 1 said to those who prese;ted
;ne.wu:h. an address at Chicacole. It has to be
GGCI(}?d in tI%e first place whether any port in the
1an.]am district should be connected with the main
Bast Coast line, and if that question is settled in
the affirmative, it then remains to be decided which
of the various ports that you possess should be the
f:hosen one. My own opinion, as at present advised
is that, in the interests of the country generally an(i
the Ganjdm district in particular, it will be ad’visa-
ble to connect, the East Coast Railway with some
p'ort of Ganjdm. I am disposed, with the informa-
tion before me at the present moment, which will
be srlpplemented by statistics which the Collector
has just got possession of, to think Gopalpur has
better claim than any of the other ports. Witi
regard to your proposal that a branch line should be
constructed from Dusi or Chicacole road vid Arasa
villi and Srikurmam to Calingapatam, I can onl)-r
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repeat what I said in my answer to the previous
addresses, that, as at present advised, I do not think
that it is a line which the Local Government can
conscientiously recommend for construction. Your
address next deals with the necessity, as you say,
for a branch dispensary in Berhampur. I have just
visited the Municipal hospital. T am glad to be able
to say that I am very much pleased with it. The
building is, I think, constructed on an admirable
plan.  On the whole the institution seems to be
carefully and satisfactorily managed. I made in-
quiries there with regard to the numbers which
attend the out-door dispensary ;
regard to the popoulation of the
ber was somewhat small, T think, if possible—in
fact the Medical officer in charge told me—that
Some persons may be deterred from coming for
treatment by the distance. The greatest distance,
however, is only about two miles, which, aftep all, is
not very far to go if you really want medical treat.
ment or remedies; but the Medical
18, I think, fairly strongly in favour of the opening
of a dispensary somewhere about the thickest parg
of the town, about the middle of the town of Berham.
pur. I understand from my friend, the Chairman
of the Municipal Council, that the municipality is
willing to pay all the oxpenses of the opening and
maintaining of such g dispensary. In these circum-
stances, I will undertake to bring the matter again
before my Government. 1t had been brought before
the Government once; on further representation it

and I found, having
town, that the num-

officer in charge
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was brought a second time, but the application was
declined. However, having been on the spot :jmd
having received the opinion of the District .Medlcal
officer, and also the assurances of the Chzurm.an_ of
the Municipal Council that his Council is vs'llhng
to pay, I think I have fair grounds upon which to
bring the subject up again. You next procee'd to
offer your best thanks to the Zamindar 9f Kallikéta
and Atagada for his liberal offer to build a Town
Hall here. Your thanks are most undoubtedly due
to the Zamindar of Kallikéta and Atagada, mnot
only for this liberal offer, but for his munificence
in many other matters connected with your tonn.
But I think it right, with reference to your mention
of this particularly liberal offer, to point out what
I believe to be a slight inaccuracy of sta,t.ement.
You say that the Rajah has offered to bul}d th’e
Town Hall here in commemoration of Her Majesty’s
Diamond Jubilee and make u free gift_of the same
to the Berhampur Association. Now 1 am.al.lthor-
ised by the Zamindar himself to say jthat it is nob
quite what he meant; that his intention was that
a building was to be erected in honour of the
Diamond Jubilee of Her Gracious Majesty, and that
that building was to be a free gift to, and for the
benefit of, the town and the public of Berhampur
and the people of the Ganjdm district generally ; not,
your association in particular. Tt is not to be con-
fined to any particular class; but the premises are
to be at the disposal of Europeans, Hindus, Mussal-
mans, and others alike. There will be certain
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conditions of a minor kind attached to the gr
and the gift will be placed in the hands of trus

I thought it right in answering your address
your own sakes,

ant,
tees.

, for
and also for the sake of accuracy,

to put you in possession of what the real intentions
of the donor,

the Rajah, are in connection with this
matter.

I join with you most sincerely in thanking
him for his extreme liberality, not only in this, but
in many other things. In conclusion, gentlemen,
I am glad to hear the expression of your profound
loyalty to Her Gracious Majesty, and I thank you
very heartily for the good wishes that you express
on behalf of myself and my family

———

ADDRESS FROM THE MEMBERS OF THE KAL

LIKOTA
COLLEGE MANAGING COMMITTEE,.

May 11 pLrASE Yo
bers of the Kaullik 6t
beg respectfully to
welcome on  the
institution,

2. When, in
of Government,

UR EXCELLENOY,—We, the Mem-
a College Managing Committee,
offer Your Excellency a hearty
occasion of your visit to this

pursuance of the educational policy
tLe local second-grade college was
88, the college with its building,
]ibrary and furnitura was transferred to a committee
who managed it by collecting subseriptions from

the several zamindars and other gentlemen of this
district,
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3. In the beginning, however, of 1893, th'e sub-
scriptions began to fall off and the very ex1s?e1(1100
of the college was threatened, when the Zamindar
of Kallikéta and Atagada came forward most oppor-
tunely with a promise to pay an annual subscrlptl?tn
of two thousand and four hundred rupees for its
maintenance. The committee in ii.',s gratitude l?ame(}
the college after its benefactor.wnh the sanction o
the Director of Public Instruction.

4. Anxious to secure the permanency of the
college, the zamindar, with characteristic forie-
thought and liberality, subsequentlyt en.d'owed t1§
college with a lakh of rupees ; and this dlsmtef'este t
and princely act is, so far as we are aware,- Wlthou'
a parallel in the zamindari annals of this Presi-
dency. He has also promised to m.ake,. under
certain circumstances, a further contribution not
exceeding one thousand and five hundred rupees per
annum. The college has also an endowment of ten
thousand rupees made by the late l?ao Bahadur
T. Sivaramayya Pantulu Garu, a pensioned Deputy
Collector. :

5. The Zamindar of Dhédrdkéta has ins(utut.;ed
two scholarships in each class to enab.le poor Ur}ya
students to pay their school fees. Besides collef}tm‘g
only half fees from the Uriya students of the insti-
tution (and they form about thirty-five per cen.t;. of
the total strength), the committee has egta.bhshed
an Uriya Students’ Home which at present accom-
modates about twelve boys and is capable of further
expansion as occasion may arise. .
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9. In conclusion we beg to tender Your Ex-
cellency our heartfelt thanks for having been
graciously pleased to allow us to approach you
with this our humble address and pray that Your
Excellency may be blessed with a long life of
usefulness and prosperity.

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR’S REPLY.

MevBers oF THE KALuiROTA COLLEGE MANAGING
Coumirrer,—I beg you to accept my best thanks
for the pleasant reception and kind welcome you
have given me here. The address which you have
read to me contains a very interesting history of
the initiation and working of your school. It
serves as a monument amongst many other monu-
ments of the large-hearted munificence of the Rajah
of Kallikéta. Tt is to his gemerosity that this
college owes almost its existence and certainly its
present prosperous and well equipped condition.
You are also indebted to the late Rao Saheb T.
Sivaramayya Pantulu for his liberality. I am glad
to see that the Zamindar of Dhérdkéta has also
contributed handsomely towards the advancement
of the college. I am glad to notice that there are
special advantages given for Uriya students, who
form about thirty-five per cent. of the total strength.
I am particularly gratified to hear that you have a
Students’ Home for Uriya students in the town; I
should think that this must supply a want that is
greatly felt. Your numbers appear to be steadily
aud rapidly on the increase. In your address it
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od and fifty- The
ersation, told

546
as being two hundr
in the course of conv
me that it is already considerably in excess of that
number and he expects still further accessions. 'In
the last paragraph in your address, you bring to my
notice what you consider to be a desirability. You
state that you are less favoured than other educa-
tional institutions in the southern part of the Presi-
dency with regard to the grant for technically
qualiﬁed teachers, and you ask that a redistribution
of these grants may be made. You are aware, I
at the settling of these grants rests with
r of Public Instruction. The Director
n, in common with all other

public officers, 13 responsible to the Government for
accuracy and fairness in these matters. T have no
doubt that he has done his best in the matter, but 1t

is possible that there may be some truth in your
1 will, when I get back to Madras,

representation.

direct the Director of Public Instruction to put the

matter before me and if we can see that there 1s

any means of redistributing the grants, s0 that
oducational institutions in

important colleges and
hat appears to be a very

ghe north may receive W
equitable share, your wants in this respect ghall

certainly meet with the best consideration. | I have
to thank you in conclusion for your kind wishes

for myself and family-
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ADDRESS FROM THE MEMBERS OF THE
MUNICIPAL COUNCIL, COCANADA.

May 17 prEase Your Exceriency,—We, the Mems
bers of the Municipal Council, (‘ocanada, on behalf
of the inhabitants and rate-payers, whom we have
the honour to represent, beg respectfully to offer
Your Excellency a cordial welcome to our town
and at the same time to give expression to our deep:
felt sentiments of loyalty to Her Gracious Majesty
tht'a Empress of India, who is so ably represented in
this Presidency by Your Excellency-

9. Tt is a great pleasure to us to be able to state
that, owing to the liberal support afforded to us from
time to time by Your Excellency’s Government as
rega.rds the more pressing improvements needed in
the interests of our town, we have but few requests
f;o make on this auspicious occasion. Among the
improvements in respect of which we have thanke
fully to acknowledge the generous help rendered by
Government, is the large measure of financial assist-
ance we have received in the matter of the water-
WOI‘k?, which, when completed, will undeniably
constitute the greatest boon that could be conferred
on the town. These works have already been com-
menced under the energetic supervision of the Publi
Works Department, to whom Your Excellene tz
Government has been pleased to entrust their eeru-
tion, and we are glad to know that they will be
brought to completion at an early date,
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had hoped to raise a loan for this purpose, but the
proposal did not commend itself to Government. A
reconstruction of the roads with good material would
considerably reduce the future cost of their main-
tenance ; and in the event of our approaching Your
Excellency’s Government with a fresh application
for a loan for this object, we trust that Your Excel-
lency’s Government will be pleased to accord our
request favourable consideration.

5. In the matter of the contribution from Pro-
vincial funds to our hospital, we regret that Gov-
ernment has found it necessary to reduce the aid
hitherto rendered to us. Formerly the Government
contribution was six hundred rupees in addition to
the gratuitous services of the Civil Surgeon. We
still enjoy the invaluable services of the latter, but
the monetary contribution has been reduced to
rupees two hundred and two and annas eight. Con-
sidering the rising importance of the town and the
large commercial interests bound up with its welfare,
we trust that Government will be pleased to restore
the original contribution to our hospitals. In this
connection, we beg to point out that the District
Board has also resolved to gradually reduce its con-
tribution to our hospitals from four thousand to two

thousand and five hundred rupees.

6. It is our pleasant duty to gratefully acknow-
ledge the privilege of electing our own Chairman,
which has been generously restored to us recently

by Government.
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7. We beg, on behalf of all our citizens, to thank
Your Excellency for the honour conferred on our
town by Your Excellency’s visit, and to say that
we feel sure that amid the multifarious duties which
ever engross Your Excellency’s attention,
sentations we may have to submit on be
town will not fail to secure Your. Excell
support to the extent that they may des

8. We need hardl
added to our pleasur
this occasion to also
Havelock,

any repre-
half of our
ency’s kind
erve.

¥ say that it would have greatly
e, had it been possible for us on
welcome Her Excellency Lady

9. In conclusion, we fervently hope that Your
Excellency’s administration may be characterized by

abiding peace and Prosperity among all sections of

Her Majesty’s subjects entrusted to your care, and

pray that Your Excellency and Lag y Havelock may

enjoy uninterrupted and unalloyed happiness and
Prosperity,

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR’S REPLY.

Me. Cuarman axp M

EMBERS o¢ THE MUNICIPAL
Counorr, or Cocanapa,

—I thank you for your cordial
welcome, and I wish to express the gratification
I feel at the Pleasant and king reception which
you have accorded me here. I am much struck
with the elaborate anq beautiful preparations which
you have made to do me honour. This pandal is as
beautiful as it ig convenient. I have also listened
with satisfaction to the renewal of your expression
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of your loyalty towards our Gracious Sovereign the
Queen-Empress. It is as satisfactory for me to
hear, as it is for you to tell me, that your more
pressing wants have already been met, and that you
have on this occasion but few requests to make.. I
congratulate you very sincerely on the undertakl.ng
of the important work of providing yourselves with
a good water-supply. ) am glad to .]earn from
you that this work is now making rapid progress.
I am indeed glad, as everybody must be, that thlg
important and growing town should be endowed
with this great blessing of a good Water-.suppl.y. I
am glad to see that you recognise the hberaht‘y of
the Government in connection with this work. From
the figures that have been put before me, I learn
that the Government have contributed half the total
estimated cost of the work, that total being three
lakhs and thirty-seven thousand rupees. Govern-
ment have also undertaken to advance one lakh and
eighteen thousand rupees towards the othe.ar half? gt
four and a half per cent. interest, thfe capltal being
repayable in thirty years. You have in this respect,
I can assure you, received more generous tre'af,mer.lb
than has been accorded to most mu}ncnpahb.les in
the Madras Presidency. But in taking action in
this way, T have no doubt that th.e Gfovernment
were rightly influenced by the growing 1mpo¥-tance
of this place and the consequent‘; necegsity of
reducing as far as possible its liability to chole'ra
and other serious epidemics. Tt is with gre.at sat.ls-
faction that I have observed that private 4llberahty
=
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members of the Council. You next refer to the
desirability of relaying your roads. You refer to
an application which you made to the Government
some time ago to raise a loan for this purpose.
From the facts that have come before me, I fear
that the means at your disposal will hardly allow
you to contract a loan for a purpose of this kind. I
will suggest that you should as far as possible
increase your revenues by a very careful collection,
and, if necessary, by an increase of the rates, for the
purpose of obtaining funds to carry out this impor-
tant object. It would probably be a good plan to
lay by from your Municipal revenue a certain fixed
sum every year for the purpose of reconstructing
roads; that is to say, a sum over and above what
is necessary for their ordinary maintenance; and
in this way I have no doubt that, in course of
time, you will effect: the object which you have at
heart. It isas gratifying for me to note, as it is for
you to receive, the recognition of the Government
that municipal work is progressing satisfactorily in
Cocanada. The Government have recognised that
by restoring to you the privilege of electing your
Chairman. I can assure you that the Government
watches carefully every opportunity for fostering
and promoting municipal government in this Presi-
dency; and it is always with satisfaction that I pass
a measure having for its object an increase of the
privileges which can be accorded under the Muni-
cipal Act. I beg to assure you of the satisfuction
that I feel in being in Cocanada and being thus in a
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position to inform myself on the spot cc.)ncermng
several very important measures. I have in conclu-
sion to thank you for your kind wishes and to say
with what satisfaction I receive your assurances of
loyalty to Her Majesty and to the British Governs

ment in this country.

THE MEMBERS OF THE DISTRICT

ESS FROM
TS BOARD, GODAVARL

MAY IT PLEASE Your EXCELLENCY,.-—We, the Mf?m-
bers of the District Board, Gddévz';.n, _as I.'epresentlflg
the rate-payers of the Gdddvari district, heartily
embrace this opportunity to welc?me Your Excel-
lency to this district, and to testify our.loyalty to

d worthy representative of Her

-ou, the august an ‘ He
%Ios’t Gra.ciobus Majesty the Queen of Great Britain

and Empress of India.

9. At the commencement of British rule,'this
district formed a portion of a ne‘glected pl'o.v1nce_
It was desolated by frequent famines and misgov-
erned by mumerous land-owners. Since the intro-

duction of the admirable system of irrigation which
uc‘we to the genius of Sir Arthur Cotton and
i n the Government which intro-

‘hich sheds lustre o '
:;u(;ed it. the district has made much progress 1n

ry direction. Famine is almost unknown and
ever - ; i
revenue 18 greater than it has ever been. 1

I ,clining when the anicut was
population, which was declining ¥
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decided upon, has more than doubled. The com-
merce has flourished and the trade has developed to
an extent far exceeding expectations.

3. Local and municipal boards have been founded
on a fairly satisfactory basis in this district. The
elective system obtains in all the municipalities and
the municipal councils are presided over by non-
official chairmen. The district and taluk boards
have non-official vice-presidents. The taluk boards
and the important union panchayats have been
enlarged. The Departments of Public Works and
Vaccination have been re-organized. It is to be
hoped that, as time advances and the people give
proofs of their capacity for self-government, the
elastic provisions of the Act, which have been framed
in a far-seeing and judicious spirit of progressive
liberality, will be cheerfully extended, so as to
transfer the whole responsibility of Local Fund
administration to the people themselves. We are
deeply thankful to the Government for having in-
vested the municipal and local boards with the
privilege of recommending their own representatives
to the Legislative Council under the regulations
framed under the reformed Councils’ Act. We ven-
ture to hope that, in amending the l.ocal Board’s
Act, further steps will be taken by Your Excellency’s
Government towards giving effect to the beneficent
policy enunciated in the Resolution of the Govern-
ment of India, dated 18th May 1882. We beg leave
to suggest that nothing that can be safely guaranteed
by the Legislature in the body of the law itself
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should be left to the discretion of the Executive
Government.

4. We respectfully beg to state that the Resolu-
tion of Your Excellency’s Government, directing
that not less than fifty per cent. of the land-cess
and the net receipts from tolls should be spent on
communications, encourages the tendency on the part
of the local boards to reduce their expenditure on
education, and we would therefore propose that the
Act be so amended as to provide that a sum equal to
not less than one-fourth of the land-cess shall be set
apart for expenditure on education, and that the
same shall be credited under a separate heading in
the accounts, to be styled *the school fund,” in
accordance with the recommendations of the Educa-
tion Commission.

5. Another matter to which we would invite

Your Excellency’s attention is the hardship caused
by the policy of casting on local boards the duty

of establishing and maintaining relief works in times
of famine and scarcity. No such responsibility was
thrown on these boards by the Local Fund Act of
1871, and it was imposed for the first time by the
Local Boards’ Act V of 1884, without any grant
being made by Government from Provincial revenue
for the said purpose. We submit that the resources
of the local boards are too limited to admit of this
additional expenditure. The maintenance of local
public works cannot be postponed without serious
impediment and injury to the administration.
Moreover, the employment of labour on these works

&
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affords relief to many labourers whom the suspen-

sion of regular works subjects to special hardship

in times of high prices. Expenditure on education,

sanitation, vaccination and medical relief cannot

be suddenly suspended or reduced, and is, in some

respects, even more urgently required during periods

of distress than in ordinary times. Practically, .
local boards cannot be required to spend on famine

relief more than the amount allotted for local -
public works for the year. It is also to be noted
in this connection that the Provincial grants made
for roads and other purposes were withdrawn, and
the maintenance of highways, which was formerly an
Imperial charge, is now completely thrown on Local
funds. We trust, therefore, that Your Excellency
will give your best consideration to this matter in
connection with the amendment of the Act and urge
on the Supreme Government the expediency of reliev-
ing local boards of this additional responsibility.

6. We respectfully venture to urge upon Your
Excellency the desirability and indeed the necessity
that exists for the opening up and development of
the country by means of feeder lines and light rail-
ways, wherever there is a fair prospect of such lines
proving self-supporting financially, and we humbly
submit that the prospects of such lines in Goddvari
are superior to what they are in most districts.
We are not unaware that it is sometimes said that
such works may be left to private and co-operative
enterprise, but, until the co-operative principle in
commerce gains a firmer footing in the country, we
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would urge that it behoves local boards to encour-
age local public confidence in enterprises of the kind
and that it is to the advantage of Government to
assist such efforts in a liberal manner; for, one
instance of success will naturally lead to other and
more independent efforts to the immense benefit of
the State and people alike. In this connection, we
beg specially to refer to the proposal that has already
been made by this board for the construction of a
light railway from Samalkot to Yeleswaram, in the
hope that Your Excellency’s Government will be
pleased to consider the question in all its bearings
and accord its sanction and assistance to the project.
Financially, we have every reason to think that the
proposed line would be a success, for there are no
natural difficulties to contend with and its con=
struction involves no expensive bridge work, as the
existing masounry bridge over the Yeleru can, our
Engineer assures us, be safely utilized. Tt is un-
necessary toinformYour Excellency that the Agency
tracts of the district are, in all respects, as backward
as the ¢oast tracts are advanced and have never been
properly or adequately opened out. 8o long as this
isolation continues, there can be no satisfactory
development of the natural resources of the Hill
tracts, whilst the condition of the inhabitants of
the hills cannot be raised, except by bringing them
into closer contact with the more intelligent and
advanced people of the plains. Development of
forest revenue and ¢ efficient conservancy of forest
produce » are also important considerations which
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should influence the decision of this question. The
Tanjore District Board has received certain con-
cessions from Government regarding the Muttupet
Railway, and we respectfully crave for the exhibition
of similar indulgence in our case. The Samal-
kot-Yeleswaram light railway proposed is, by no
means, the only one that, there is good reason to
suppose, would be successful, but, as its prospects
appear to be superior to those of other projects
and 1t will most easily lend itself to extension and
improvement in the event of success, we have elected
to press for it as an initial measure, well knowing
that, should it prove the success we anticipate, there

will .be no difficulty in locally raising the capital
required for its extension and similar projects.

Thankfully expressing our acknowledgments to
Your Excellency for the kindness with which you

have allowed us to approach you with this address of
welcome.

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR’'S REPLY.

Mg. CoalRMAN ANp Mempers oF THE District
Boarp, GépAvarr,—I thank you for your kind wel-
come to your district and for the assurances you
give me of your real and sustained loyalty. You

have, in your address, given a gratifying picture
of the progress of your district.
good government and of the remarkable improve-

men?:s in all industrial and physical matters is promi-
nently before us.

The evidence of

The two districts of Kistna and
4 a
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Géddvari, with their magnificent irri
are striking monuments, perhaps the m
monuments in this Presidency, of the
and enterprise of British rule. Iam glad toy POt
from you the testimony you give ol
ment of municipal government within this district:
The recommendations that you make for further
advancement in this matter in connection with the
Local Boards Bill which will be shortly before the
Legislative Council will, I am sure, receive the f 1]
est attention at the hands of those interested in;lt-'
At the end of the paragraph in which you deal W!
this matter, you beg leave to suggest that nothig
that can be safely guaranteed by the Legislature ™
the body of the law itself, should bo left to the &%
cretion of the Executive Government. On gene”
principles, I agree with the suggestion you make
there, but you must admit that there are cases 17
which it is desirable, both in the interests of the
Government and those governed, that there shoul
be some such power in the hands of the Gover®
ment. I think you will find it inconvenient your”
selves and the Government will find it inconvenient
also, in all matters to be bound hard and fast by the
terms of the law. In certain cases, therefore, W°
must l.mave recourse to the expedients by which
I?xecutwe Governments are allowed to make regula-
tl'OfIS az}d }xl'ules coming within the scope and pro-
:ixs;on ; the law. But, I repeat, on general prin-
Aep ?m, in agreement with you that all matters
with which law deals should be made as clear as

ost stnklng

i !,'J.
gation workhy S8

to the advance:

beneficon®
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possible within the four cornmers of the law itself.
You next urge in your address that the recent
resolution by which a fixed proportion of the cess
of the district board revenues should be appro-
priated to communications, should be modified, so
that a larger amount may be made available for
education. I fear that, if this be done, there will not
be funds sufficient left for sanitation, vaccination,
medical aid and establishments. I know that it is
the experience of most district boards, within the
last seventeen or eighteen years since they have had
charge of the communications of the country, that it
has been difficult, for want of means, to maintain the
perfection and good order of these communications.
It therefore became necessary that the Government
should adopt some such measure as you now depre-
cate. I am inclined to think that, if the voice of the
people were generally taken, you will find that a
larger number of votes will be in favour of com-
munications rather than education. T do not mean
to say that people dislike education, or will reject
it if they get it, but I think they will prefer their
communications attended to first. I fear, therefore,
it will be impossible in its entirety to carry out the
wishes that you express in this paragraph of your
address. At a rough estimate I find as much as the

local board will be able to devote fo education will
be from fifteen to twenty per cent. of their revenues.
You next deal with the question of the provision of
funds for establishing and maintaining relief works
from the District Board funds. You are aware
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that the general principle in civilised communities

is that the poor are relieved at the cost of the loc
community to which they belong. It would be
meOSSible in this country to apply this principle;
= faf:t we have no poor law in India, but I think W€
e J}lstiﬁed in acting so far and in adopting that
Pf‘mclple, 8085 to ‘make it ificambent in times
distress for local boards to contribufe as much 8%
they could possibly afford. You must be aware
that the amounts that the local boards have give™
towards the relief of famine are a mere drop 1o the
;cean to what the Supreme Government has gpent
ciitff.f purpose. 1 do not think, therefore, that I
reli b § gy 4 hope that we shall be able to
z eYe you of .thls cha.rge, It seems to be rlght n
t‘Pi!;::llciple that it thould be carried out in very excep”
thabay;lm}l, exacting circumstances and, therefores
. ma‘l::ve no really strong ground of complaiﬂ’f
feedar lines ff*;-r t,hY Ou next deal with the subject of
Si-thotway Part.se;n ain line of railway by which ou”
We are all in st: the district will be opened out.
ing to see work ?Dg' 14 ’_npathy with you in desir-
as possible Ys of this kind carried out as rapdly
done by th;a di o make allusion to what has been
T would comn:sm;ct board of the Tanjore district.
your 00nsiderate'n the example of that board for
which you adsi The particular line of railway
informs me, he i: e}:s SED tf) which, the Collector
information that v ahl: to give his support. The
branch, is ag € have before us respecting this
: yet imperfect, It is not such as to
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justify the work being yet geriously undertaken.
The Collector informs me that he trusts that, before
long, he will be able to put Government in possession
of further facts which might enable Government
possibly to take action in the matter. The Col-
lector will bring this matter forward at as early a
date as possible. I thank you once more for your
reception here and for the welcome you have given
me. I beg to say it affords me pleasure to find
myself in this greab Géddvari district. It is the
fifteonth out of twenty-two districts of Madras to
which I have paid official visits during the two years
that T have governed the Presidency. I have actually
passed through every district in the Presidency, but
1 have paid official visits to no fewer than fifteen.
Though Gdddvari has been the last of these fifteen,
it is by no means the least important.

e ep———

ADDRESS FROM THE MEMDERS OF THE GGDAVARI

DISTRICT ASSOCLATION.

MAy IT PLEASE YOUR TxopLLENey,—On behalf
of the Managing Committee and Members of.' the
Géddvari District Association, who have appointed
us to wait as a deputation upon Your Excellency, we
beg most respectfully to welcome Your Excellency
on this your first visit to this district.

9. The past year has been a most disastrous and

unhappy one in many parts of this Presidency.
Prices of food were everywhere high, employment
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Cotton, the Marquis of Tweedale and other autho-
rities that those measures were adopted; of which
we witness the beneficent effects to-day. The anicut
works have notonly secured the district from Famine,
but have enabled it to assist other districts to some
oxtent in times of need, They testify to the humane
intentions of the Government under which Provi-
dence has placed us. We gratefully acknowledge
all the benefits which British rule has secured to
us by maintaining undisturbed tranquillity and
against foreign invasion,
by developing a system
y introducing other
ate of civilization.

guaranteeing our safety
by encouraging education,
of useful public works, and b
improvements incident to a high st
4. We, however, venture to earnestly urge upon
Your Excellency the necessity of giving a legislative
sanction to the policy of Government in regard to
land settlements, notably in respect of guaranteeing
by law the exemption of private improvements from
all liability to extra taxation in revision operations.
In the settlement of the much disputed land question,
the authorities in India, as well as the Secretary of
State, as far back as 1862 definitively pronmounced
themselves in favour of extending the permanent
gettlement in all the more settled districts of the
country; but that despatch, though not formally
overruled, has remained a dead letter to this day. As
matters stand at present, the discretion of Settlement
officers is, to a great extent, uncontrolled by fixed
There is no limitation of the possible

principles.
ts at revision of settlements,

increase of assessmen
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the North-West Provinces,

same to the Madrag Govern
tion.

and recommended the
ment for its considera-

Madras has accepted the
said policy in its essential features. The same was

embodied in the Settlement Manual and Board’s
Standing Orders anq other public documents as

The Government of

y with reference to changes
In prices—a principle which, while securing to
Government its due share of the land revenue,
is caleulated to give fixity and inspire confidence in

the classes mogt intimately affected by these settle-
ments. In the re-settlement of this district, we
regret to note, however, that there has been a
complete reversal of the Past policy of Government
in this respect, This question affects interests so
great and so large g portion
pless porti
much to say that no single

is likely to promote 50 effect;

community as progressive reform in this direction.

We venture, therefore, to hope that Your Excellency
will signalize your admini

necessary steps to grant t
soil in this distpiet and
fixity of tenure and g legis

measure of Government
vely the well-being of the

indeoed the Presidency,
lative limitation of the
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existing village schools be .]ighuy.almbd
make room for agricultural education 3 -
with some of the less important, because
tical, subjects, the association boliowf ﬂ';. !
present, at least a geod beginning mll ~_
made. iy
7. Wo respectfully beg to approach Y":
leney with a proposal which, if ca}‘md ki
conduce to a better and more umforﬂlj' ,
water in the canals of the western BGGW |
delta. The Gédivari project works ‘:ié , ‘
upon by Government as complewd}'ﬁwbé 3
remains, in our humble opinion, mwl.l - W
ta fully utilize and conserve the ”"mgmmw;
The Bank canal in the Western delta, W |
" cultivation only on its right, draws off too b
water, depriving Narsapur canal of its fair ghﬂ! y dl!“ k-
Several Executive Engineers have advoc‘“dk ey
construction of a lockutchaheadqf&heﬁ‘:w g
We pray that favourable consideration may ! = ol
to this proposal, in view of preventing Wmd: W
water under the Bank caval. Similarly, i

g have
pray for the adoption of measures which Wﬂﬂldun gt

the effect of preventing the wastage of W‘ﬂm' et
the Junction canal in the eastern section © vl
delta. "

8. Wo are not aware of the reasons wl;;:::
induced Government to order the rem?val off vt
headquarters of the Superintending Engineer © oré
No. T Circle to Waltair from Dowlaishweram, " ;{a
they had been located since the construction of

-
t
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anicut. Gdéddvari is the most important portion of
the Circle, both as the site of the anicut and
other important irrigation works and as the centre
where the administrative experience and energy of
the superior officers of the Public Works Depart-
ment are often called into play. The Superin-
tending Engineer is the appellate authority in the
matter of water-supply and his presence is greatly
needed in this district in the irrigation season, when
the complaints of ryots are numerous. It is a great
hardship to the Gdddvari ryot to leave his cultiva-
tion and go to Waltair to represent his grievances
to the Superintending Engineer in person. More-
over, his presence at Dowlaishweram and the change
of his visiting different canals without notice exer-
cises a wholesome influence on the subordinate
agency charged with the distribution of. water.
Added to this, an office for the Superintending Engi-
neer was built a few years ago at Dowlaishweram
at great cost. In the event of the permanent reten-
tion of the office at Waltair, another costly building
will have to be built there. The East Coast Railway
has placed Ganjdm and Vizagapatam within easy
reach of the office located at Dowlaishweram. We,

~ therefore, respectfully suggest the retransfer of the

office from Waltair to Dowlaishweram.

9. In regard to local self-government, we grate.
fully acknowledge that Your EKxcellency’s Govern-
ment is doing its best to give effect to the large-
minded policy embodied in the measures passed in
1834. Both the measures contain elastic provisions
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which will enable Government to satisfy the de-

mands of the more advanced localities for a larger
Proportion of elective members, and the power 0

electing their presidents and vice-presidents. The
amendment of the Loeal Boards' Act will 150‘.“I
engage the attention of Your Excellency’s Councl.h
and we hope that the local boards will be reconsti-
tuted on a more popular and independent basis, 50
that the main objecis of the policy underlying the
famous resolution of 1882 may be completely fulfilled:
We submit that the success that has attended the
introdaetion of the elective system into the munici-
pulities fairly warrants its extension to local boards-
L € conclusion, we thank Your Excellency
for your kindness in condescending to receive this
address of welcome at our hands and we fervently
hope that Your Excellency’s rule will be productive
of lasting benefit to the people of this Presidencys
whom kind Providence has entrusted to your care.

HIS EXCELLENOY Thp GOVERNOR'S RETLY.

GENTLEMEN PoRMING THE MaNagiya ComyITTEE OF

THE GOpAvapp Distrioy Assocu'non,—I thank you

for your king welcome to your district. Last year
there Was, as you remark, period of distress and
Sy calamity no only in Madras, but to a still
;z::eg;«:;deim in other parts of India. Here I hope
of high g(;c: Utof the Worst, and even in the matter
think thpr > ﬂ"at we have turned the corner. I

Ore 1s fair reason to hope that, during the

Sy el R A P CR e R N
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ensuing year, we shall be gradually working back to
our ordinary and former state of prosperity. I am
glad to see that you recognise as fully as you do the
services of the Collector and the District officers
during the late distress in the district, and in com-
mon with all other officers charged with protecting
the population against misery arising from dear pro-
visions and scarcity, the Collector of the district did
his duty with devotion and success. The history
which you give of the advance of the Gédivari
district is interesting as showing the good results
of British rule. I am glad to read your testimony
to those magnificent monuments of engineering skill
and of good Government to which you owe so much
in this district and in the neighbouring district of
Kistna, I allude to the magnificent irrigation
works initiated by the genius of Sir Arthur Cotton
and others. In the next paragraph of your address
you touch upon a subject which is a very difficult
one, and at the same time, a most important one as
regards the population of the country. That is the
question of land settlement. The first request you
make is an important one, too important a one for
me to deal with now. You ask that Government
should fix a legislative limitation on its own land
revenue assessment, firstly, for the country gener-
ally and, secondly, for this district in particular,
In regard to this district, I am, of course, aware that
its resettlement is now in progress and that in con.
nection with such resettlement, several important
matters, both of principle and practice, have arisen,
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But so large a matter demands a careful and lengthy
consideration at the hands of the individual members
of the Grovernment, and the papers in their full detail
have not as yet come before me for actual disposal.
I'am aware that for some months past, my honour-
able colleagues in the Government had been worke
ing with cave and assiduity at the numberless diffi-
cult points which this land settlement question has
raised, and at the present moment the papers are
still in the hands of one of my honourable col-
leagues, and as Thave already observed, have not yeb
reached my hands. Your arguments and opinions
shall receive the fullest consideration on my part, as
I am sure they will, on the part of my honourable
colleagues. 1T have also, while here, had the plea-
sure of hearing your chief arguments from your-
selves, at first hand, and have received special

memoranda drawn up by you dealing with the more
important points--the memorandum,

on the commutation of prices, and reclassification of
soils, and grouping of villages, on the consolidated

wet-rate, and on the proposed graduated water-rate,
and on some other points. In addition to these, I
have promised to receive, later on, a deputation
from this district and to discuss the matter more in
detail with them, so that before the final orders are
issued, we shall have had the advantage of under-
standing each other fully. Whether the results be
favourable to you or not, you shall, at any rate,

feel that it is the result of careful consideration,
In regard to the Presidency generally,

for instance,

you must, I
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is bound

imagine, yourselves feel that your reque]s;i:a 1:X ;)ected
to be refused. For no Government can s
to tie its own hands in the way that' y11 ol
and even if it did so, it would be prix.ctl.(:ztizns g
ot f‘ig e:v:i)\rfa:';nilng conditions
Wfoﬂi c(?:é)l'et:}l{l nﬁ? result would be -mis_intzrx;-
Oretation, lit,igation and much admlmstrfath ul:]: -
1‘:enience; nor is there any real need 01(:'l iz
enactment. Although Goverm.nent gjgk e
tie its hands in the matter, still T thizs.are .
rest assured that its wishes and sympat it
the direction of making the settlementicable. -
trict as permanent as is reasonably pra(iaims i
class of the population has greater n::haS A
consideration of the Government, none Y
ghare of the sympathies of the (?(:;erl i ;S =
the agricultural classes, and the d? it
blind to the advantages and expec ie x sSy sy
these classes by all the r.nea'ms mtzlemg;nt N

tably by making its periodical se b
s s stable and permanent as, CONSISte .
reve‘:{le zate initial assessment, locfﬂ chargi;h 3;1}110
?\Illst?c:qto other districts, i:k pra;t::lblz;)b . 11311 kip

i ]

gt -gf;;fir:t:ﬁiiaat tile present moment.
o Enly;on’s proposals have been before me, but
e ot had time to go into this gsomewhat com-
- }.1?“79 dn(;nd thorny subject in the full manner thab
P}‘Cﬂte os.. The one objection that has presented
;':s(:ffs‘z?mg.r mind against the system of banks, such
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as Mr. Nich i
Nicholson, T believe, suggests is, that, I think,

it will ne i 1" r
Cce 1mi
ssmate, as a P ehmma measure, some
y s ’

i
Sh?rigt;m on transfer of lands For myself, I
5 i
© very sorry to see any such restrict);on i’m-

osed and 11 :

(I;E great (;i;mig”:ie that such will be the sentiments
ference to-day anY-Owners with whom I am in con-
system of eg{l -ou advocate the extension of some
of agricultural cation which will make the teaching
at present. I E:tters more generally followed than
India has recentl y tell you that the Government of
tion, by which ’t}j proposed a scheme in this direc-
improvement b u.ltended to make the teaching of
system of edumt.agnculture a part of the primary
before any te:a h}0n. - va be a long time, I fear,
effect, but T & ching of this sort has much practical
of benefit, I?x:feno doubt that in the end it may be
e ss one makes the beginning, one

theref oo to the end. 'We must be satisfied
ore, IW::EI small beginnings. In the meantime:
wealt;“ggest as a possibility that some of
¥ proprietors should take in hand

- themsel :
\ ves the education of the people in this matter

The i i
y might make experiments on their own fields

and im

poorer P:I:i'gt}ll‘;ol;f:ults §f these experiments to their
wer - Melghbours,

which will conduee t Ou next suggest, measures

supply of water in tho a better and more uniform
e canals of the western section

of the delta. oy

do not pretndTal.ihls % fech“ical matter which I

understand, bu,t I1 the information before me, to

lector tak am able to tell you that the Col-
_ es much interest in it Gid. has 1hin' anl

-
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views on the subject. At his suggestion the ques-
tion will be referred for the consideration, and if
necessary, for the action, of the Public Works De-
partment. With respect to your proposa.l that the
head-quarters of the Superintending Engineer should
be retransferred from Waltair to Dowlaishweram, 1
may tell you that I made the matter a subject of
enquiry while T have been in the Circars; and in
this matter 1 have been assisted by the presence and
advice of Mr. deWinton, the Chief Engineer. There
are reasons on the one side and there are reasons on
the other; but on the whole, we are distinetly of
opinion that there are stronger reasons for keeping
the head-quarters ab Waltair, to which they were
transferred in 1895, than for removing them to
Dowlaishweram as at present advised. Therefore I
am bound to tell you I.do not think there is any
prospect of your desire in this respect being grati-
fied. T have read with much interest the remarks
which you have made with regard to local self-gov-
ernment, and 1 have noted your hope that, when the
Local Board Bill, that is being prepared for the
consideration of the Council, is before it, these local
boards will be reconstructed on a more popular and
independent basis. I haveno doubt that this matter,
in counection with many others which will come for
consideration in the Local Board Bill, will receive
the consideration that tbey fully deserve both at the
hands of the Government and the Select Committee,
which will be charged to examine and report upon

the Bill. T thank you in conclusion, gentlemen, for
T
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On this trade the merchants of the port pay
annually about forty thousand rupees in landing
and shipping dues.

The levy of these dues was spontaneously
suggested by the local merchants as a voluntary
contribution towards the maintenance of the port:
in an efficient state on the understanding that the
administration and control of such funds were to be
in the hands of a board chiefly representative of
themselves.

These proposals were approved of and put into

effect by Government orders.
To any one, who remembers the condition of

the port before the board came into existence, the
improvements which have since been effected must
be patent ; and the board feels that it may safely
challenge criticism of its work and its economy in
expenditure.

An extension of the groynes was effected by the
board up to a certain point, and it was then thought
desirable to discontinue any further extension and
to carry out dredging operations in an energetic
manner. With this object in view, Government
was addressed for permission to obtain a dredger,
but sanction has not yet been received, and the
delay is much to be deplored as being very detri-
mental to the well-being of the port.

Last year Government further extended the
groynes of their own motion and by their own
officers, and the board has just now learnt that the
cost thereof has been charged to the board’s fundsg
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the Coromandel Coast in the prosperity of which we
are deeply interested.

We especially wish to thank Your Excellency
for affording us this opportunity of bringing to your
notice a few matters connected with the trade of
this port to which we beg Your Excellency’s kind
attention,

At a general meeting of the Mercantile Com-
munity held on the 4th instant, we were deputed to
support the Gdddvari District Ports Conservancy
Board, in their view that the monies collected from
the landing and shipping dues should be under
their own control. The tax is a voluntary one, paid
by us for the improvement of the port, and we are
of opinion that the members of the board, the great
majority of whom are our elected representatives,
and in whom we have every confidence, should have
full control over the monies.

The sugarcane, one of the principal productions
of this district, has been subject, the past few
months, to destruction by some insects, This is the
cause of a considerable decrease in the crop, is a
serious loss to the ryots and must ultimately result
in a loss to Government, and we are desired to urge
upon Your Excellency’s consideration the necessity
for sending an expert to enquire into the cause of
the appearance of these insects.

We are also to respectfully draw the attention
of Your Excellency to the police supervision of this
town, the senior officer here being only an Inspector,
whose authority is necessarily of a limited nature,
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the port and appropriation of certain funds in the
carrying out of the work, to which you make allu-
sion. It may be of use if I give briefly what I
believe to be a correct statement of what has taken
place in this matter. I am informed that the board
had extended the north groyne one thousand and
eight hundred feet in advance of the south groyne,
and in this way considerable shoaling had naturally
been produced in the channel. Tt was to remedy the
shoaling, and on the strength of urgent petitions
from persons in Cocanada, that Government under-
took further extensions. In submitting an estimate
for the proposal, the Superintending Engineer of the
Tirst Circle stated that he had asked for the opinion
of the board on three alternative proposals for the
improvement of the port, one of which was the
extension of these groynes; but he added that no
guch information has ever been given. The advisa-
bility of contributing a portion of the cost from the
Provincial funds in view of the importance of the
port was also considered by the Government. It
was found that the condition of the Provincial funds
did not admit of such payment, and it was then
ordered that the expenditure should first be met
from Port funds and be subsequently charged off to
landing and shipping dues as they became available.
The Landing and Shipping Dues Committee was, at
the same time, asked to consider whether the land-
ing and shipping rates should not be raised at once
for this purpose. Now I am afraid that on this
point some oversight took place, and the wish of
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my behalf and I think I may include, on behalf of
the Honourable Members of Council, the regret that
such should have taken place. I now come to what
is really the most important point in‘your addrnss,
that is, your strongly expressed desire to sa’nctlon
the purchase of a dredger through the board’s own
agents, and of such type as they may be advised
woould be the best. I am convinced that you are
right in this matter. I have had sevex:al consult-
afions on the subject of the port with Colonel
Campbell and with Mr. Larminie. I relnember dlf-
tinctly that it was considered a perfectly 1nseparab e
part of any scheme for improving the port in the way
which Mr. Larminie advocated, that there should be
a dredger to keep the channel clear of any mud.
The only question that remains unsnttled, as fz.a,r. as
I can understand from these papers, is tne providing
of ways and meuns. That, I am tolfl, is under ’f,he
cousideration of the Government in the' Mar.me
Department. I do not think that I am divulging
improperly any official secrets when I tell you that
the Marine Department is not at present. under my
immediate charge. I am therefore not able t.o
speak on my own personzl knowledge how this
question at the present moment stands ; but I assure
you that 1 shall consider it my duty, when I' get
back to Madras, to inform myself on ‘.Lhe subject.
1 give you my assurance that if I can In_any way
forward what I believe to be the true interests of
the bourd, by solving any difficulty that there may

exist for the provision of funds, or for removing any
4K
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in the Bombay Presidency is imported sugar—sugar
mainly imported from the island of Mauritius, The
last return for 1894-95 shows two and a half million
cwts, were imported into India, mostly into the
Bombay Presidency, because in Madx_'as, I believe,
we provide locally to a great extent for our wants.
Of these two and a half million cwts., one and three-
quarters came from Mauritinas. The cultivation of
sugar in the Mauritius is subject to good many draw-
backs and disabilities. In the first place, the cost of
labour in the Mauritius is very large. They have a
complicated and elaborate system of cooly emigra-
tion, supervised by Government, with high rates of
wages and many appliances which cost a considerable
sum of money. I myself had been several times in
the Mauritius, and can speak from personal know-
ledge of these facts. The soil of Mauritius, too, is
mugch exhausted by cultivation of many years, They
have to use immense quantity of expensive manure
to maintain the richness of their crops. Beyond
this, in order to bring their sugar into the Indian
market, there is a long voyage from the Mauritius.
I believe freights are low, but of that I am not
certain. On arrival in India, Mauritius and all
other foreign sugar is subject to an ad valorem duty
of five per cent. With all these difficulties and
disabilities, it has always been a matter of surprise
to me that the Mauritius sugar should have been
allowed to hold its own in India. Charity begins
at home : I will therefore commend it to the notice
of merchants and others interested in the production
41
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therefore, I am unable to hold out any hope of this
request being complied with. Lastly, you touch on
the scheme for a light railway from Samalkot to
Yeleswaram. In an address which I have just
answered, I said what I repeat now that this line is
one that the Collector has much at heart, and it is
believed it will be a very useful one as a feeder to
the railway and also as opening out an important
part of the country and bringing us nearer to what
is called the Agency tracts. But the information
before us is not sufficient to enable us to form any
very decided opinion as to whether the line is likely
to be a paying one. The Collector hopes to be able
to give further information in a very short space of
time, which will be placed before the Government,
when the matter will receive the consideration

which it so highly deserves.
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