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Victoria Students’ Hostel

Estimate amounting to Rs. 1,80,943 for constructing the — at (']
sanctioned with remarks.

wepak, Mudras
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referred to the Hon’ble Mr. Grose who at Mr. Stone’s request placed them at the
| : dtet’ 1 :
I/ disposal of the committee.* At g meeting

‘ * See papers returned marked “urgent,” of the commirtee held on the 13¢) Apiil
H 1896, they were exhaustively discussed,
and various minor alterations with a view to economy were suggested. (Of these the
committee accepted the following : (1) to place the clerk’s office i the ground floor of
/| the warden’s hougse adjoining his study ; (2) to build only two bed-rooms op the first
' ’ ‘ floor of the warden’s house, leaving aterraced roof over the study and office ; (3) to
8 omit the passage to the warden’s kitchen ; (4) to reduce the width ‘of the verandahg ip

et VRN R R | Y 3 I { the residential part of the hostel to 5 feet 6 inchos; 9) to lower the rooms in the same
T p

- VR it 1 . Sy S 8EONE s by 2 feet and 1 foot. pos etively,  The ketch plans

; ! part on the first and second floors by 2 feet and 1 foo » Tespectively, e sketeh plans

Ao N i~ GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS, ' marked No. 1 and No, § and estimate marked No. 3 revised, with an exeeption to
OO S Wiy N f be noted below, will therefore explain the views of the committee as to the building
! ' it is desir; 0 construct. Plan No. ] is useful only for the elevation, which 18

P e that it is desirable to construct 1119 No.. ] ¥ for the ,
| UBLI¢ WORK g DEPART MENT. subject to modification (5).  Plan No. 3 is subject to modlﬁcatlups (1)—~(4). The
12 o kitchens, dining rooms, &ec., will be in accordance with My, Irwin’s plan but op a
‘&‘ I , larger scale.

Al 8 3. It will be seeu that the estimates, excluding R 10,138 under the head of Pypy;

. ; ; 2. 1t will be seen that the e Imates, excluding Rs, " o under the head of Pyplj,

R b Bmldiflg:s and Roads. Works establishment charges, which we venture to hope Government wil] not charge to
: 3 Civil Works, ‘ the committee, amount to Rs. 1,63,809 for g buildine to accommodate ()4 students with
R L. a library, kitchens and dining reoms anq latrines, and g house, kitchen anq stables for
T fOHO’WMg Papers : — T 9 a0 | the warden, and a house for a porter or similar official. The maximum funds at the
Dl Y. . . | disposal of the committee amount to Rs. 88,94;’, made up of Rs. 63,942 promised by the
G'O" No, 400, Educatlonal, dated 15th Jnl_y 1897, Maharaja of Vizianagram and the genera] public, and Rs. 25,000, the contribution of

‘ Jovernment. Rs. 74,867 are therefore wanting to complete the building th
Read~agam the followmg SHRIR S ! ;‘;1&231(;;&” -5 B % : uiding on the
G.0., Mis. N, 521, Edueational, dated 25th August 1896 4. To meet thig difficulty the committee Proposes to limit its immediate aims to
g . ‘ building about half the residential portions

Read—the followin lott . > committee think this desirable. beemmee - : e o

er from the onorary y 4 t The committee think us desirable, because of the hostel and the whole of the k tehens

Madras, to thge Chief Seemtarg t:)wGOVels'sglrslﬁngz,tgéugfnttj HOB;GSISGC o R the same number of separate kitchens an(d ’ i o the kitchens +
] ~18 une . —

and the warden’s residence, leaving the re-
mainder of the residential part, the library,

)

smaller, as for the larger number of

‘ dining rooms will e necessary for the
/ ' students, a house for the porter and the wardep’s

In approaching Government op the subj 1e Victori
[ Ject of the Victopia Students’ Hogte] 3

. :‘:Itl;ll(:ibut (;IXPresg 0!1111' regret that it has not been found Possible to make more pl'og’l'e“ﬂse ; stabling till more fuyds are available, Tt
| the sc eme in the two years thpt.have elapsed since the order of Governmen l . would probably he possible to arrange for the duties of « porter” being discharged by
Specitying the gite allotted for the building, ¢ Wwas hoped, when, iy March 1895 . one of the sabordinates attacheg to the College of Engineering, who live iy the married
wxz;llez;gy b{:orl()il Wen{)wk' Was invited to lay the foundation stone of the hostel, that quarters close to the hoste] site, and arrahgements might be made for the warden
e shou able to begin building a¢ 23 early date. During the vacation, how- utilizing the Presidency College stables pending the completion of the design.

ever, Mr. Stone, who had just been appointed Joint Honorary Secretary, devoteq p ‘ i )
considerable attention to the plans that had been drayy UP from the points of vigy of 5. To execute even this portion of fhe work, however, the funds at present at the

disposal of the committee will not suffice, as the following statement shows : —

1008 presented to the committee a memorandyy, s

Buggeslt)ions — €mbodying the fo OWIng main Residential part of hostel (one-half) .. o 47,343

. Warden’s residence (ineluding elerk’s office and kitchen) . e 22994

g (1) that the hostel should be built for not less than 200 stude ts! because Dining rooms, &o, .. 19,557

takmg a reasonable estimate of e rates of and lOdglng that students might he Gates and roads .. «e 2,000

exp;o{;«lald to ga{l, s} hostel fmia ﬁwefar students coulq only be worked ;i considerahle Water-supply 800

11))1‘071?118 ;zy;uotﬁzleZt?n o e npkeep (servants, porter, oﬂice, €8 and Tepairs) Contingencies at 5 per cent. . - 4,635

: (2) that the Plans should pe remodelled with g view both to efficiency apg Total ... 97,399

e \ Funds available T e e L 82049 s

2. The committee in the main adopted Mr. Stone’s memorand i i o

flu:ther aetion-i] and Mr Irwin, at jtg reguest, Niidertuok’ s prl':;a r!;m :eﬂ : g?:ls&for _[Izt: i, 14,387

. retired from t € service of Government without having done 80, and Colone] Rawson ' Bl
t"u‘)’k the work in hand, and Prepared three pengi] sketches in accordance with Mr. S
! be’s suggGStlom and with the assistance of plans of the Smdents, I'ESidentiaI portion + Beiny lesa by R, 6,000 than the tota] of contributiong promised, becanse th.t Sum- was promiged by My, G,

Subroyulu Chetty for the EXPress purposs of providing a Libravy,

of the Fergusson College, Poona, whie}, was built very chegp]

i d has proved ye
well adapted to jtg p, se. Th "y cheaply an P ry
4 i Lordhips requces aad fyape L% ¥eresen o Ty B,




4 No. 1971 W., bt Aveust 1898.

6. Consideration of Colonel Rawson’s revised plan has led the committee to think
that its suggestion to leave the first floor of the warden’s residence incomplete was a
mistaken one, and it therefore proposes to allot to the warden’s residence and kitchen
Rs. 25,175, the sum specified in the unrevised estimate No. 3, raising the total cost
of the work proposed to be undertaken at once by Rs. 2,290 (building Rs. 2,181, con-
tingencies Rs. 109) and therefore leaving a deficieney of Rs. 16,672.

7. Before proceeding further we cannot but invite a comparison of this estimate

of Rs. 99,619 with that originally arrived at by Mr. Irwin of Rs. 1,32,380. The

number of students to be accommodated is nearly the same in the two cases. Mr.
Irwin’s estimate provides for a library at about Rs. 10,000, but allows nothing for
contingencies which at 5 per cent. would add about Rs. 5,000 to his total, while the
present estimate provides for kitchens, dining rooms, &c., for 204 students at an
additional cost for the extra 108 students of Rs. 6,514. The present estimate consc-

_quently shows a saving of about Rs. 33,000.

8. In round numbers Rs. 17,000 more than is at present available will be ncedod
to earry out the limited proposals detailed above. The committee hopes that the
commencement of building operations will be itself a stimulus to inereased subscrip-
tions, as there are many generous men throughout the Presidency who have held back
from this movement owing to the fact that hitherto no visible and tangible evidence
is forthcoming to show that the hostels are to be a reality. The committee is there-
fore convinced that it may issue renewed appeals for public support with confidence
of saccess, as soon 4s, but not before, building operations have made substuntial
progress. ' ] ;

9. It will be observed that the above calculations are based on the assumption
that Government will be pleased to waive the Public Works establishment charges at
241 per cent., which en the amount proposed to be immediately expended would be
more thon Rs. 24,000—an additional expense which would leave the committee in o
deficit of Rs. 41,000, since while there is reasonable hope that Rs. 17,000 might be
obtained by subscriptions while the buildiogs are in course of erection, the committee
would hardly be justified in beginning to build in the hope of realizing Rs. 41,000
before the completion of the work.

10. Tf these anticipations of the committee of the generosity of Government wnd
the publié are realized, and the proposed portions of the plans herewith submitted «rc

carried out, there would still remain the question of the completion of the buildings

involving the following expenditure :— ‘
' RS.
Residential portion of hostel (one-hald) e e wee e 47,343
Libmy .o P ey e e s i ke & L “en 11,8“
‘Warden'’s stabling 0 Ahagv it Ras LR MR i (e YN 1

Gate Superintendent’s lodge .., e ene eme e e 3,000
Glontingencies at 5 Pex 080, oo ser e T e e e 3,165

66,480
Contributions promised for library ... wis nlidl s it ST TR

60,480

This again is exclusive of Public Works establishment charges, which it is hoped that
Government will be pleased to waive here also. ~

: i i it i ility of building the portion of

11. The committee convinced as it is of the utility o ’ |

the hostel detailed above,, would deplore the long postponement of the completion «!

~ the design. Useful as the hostels will be in providing cheap and good board and

- o for students, the committee hopes very much more from them than thi-.
!fﬁg;n gm; be :xpetcst,ed to take a leading part in that development of our education !

/!

No. 1971 W., 5tu Aveusr 1898, &
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- system on European Public School and College lines which has already been initiated

1;_\' the establishment of hostels in connection with certain missionary institutions.
The building for which the committee is now submitting plans has been designed with
careful reference to the social and disciplinary aspects of college life, und as long as it
is incomplete, the committee’s aims can only be incompletely realized. It has conse-
quently anxiously considered the question of how to raise this large sum of Rs. 60,000.

12. Mr. Stone, in his memorandum already referred to, has suggested that
borrowing should be resorted to. The obvious difficulty in the way of this course, is
the provision of security, since the committee’s sole property will consist in buildings
erected on land vested by Government in trustees for a particular purpose. Even if
this difficulty could be overcome, however, there are strong reasons against resorting
{o this expedient. If the hostel 1'0:11izvd surplus revenues, these could be much better
employed in enlarging and improving it (by, for instance, providing for additional
suneryision), than in paying interest and contributing to a sinking fund. It is also
prz)bal)le that the public would more willingly contribute funds for the completion of
the building than for the repavment of a loan. It has been suggested that tlie
university should be asked to contribute to the hostels either by way of loan or gift.
The ohjc&tions to borrowing would be as strong in the case of the university as in
that of any other creditor, as it is clear that in the present state of university finances
that body would not be justified in risking any of its capital. The Act of Incorpora-
tion so explicity limits the function of the university to the encouragement of learning
by the grant of degrees on examination, that it is extremely doubtful whbether the
university could legally make any gift to the hostels, aund it is practically certain that,

in the present state of its finances, and

e Tile memorandum of associntion as reviced bearing in mind that the hostels are, by
in accordance with the orders of Govern- the memorandum of association,* pri-
ment, section 3 (a). marily for motussil students, it would in
any case be unwilling to make any grant.

13. In these ecirenmstances the committee is of opinion that it must rely on the
generosity of the public and of Government for the gradual completion of the
buildings, and begs to suggest that, in order to encourage subscribers to come forward,
Government should offer to supplement the future subscriptions of the public by an
equal amount. In support of this suggestion it will be remembered that Government
has given half grants for educational buildings in several special cases, and that the
hostels are educational institutions in every way deserving of similar assistance.
The committee has in view other means of stimulating subscriptions, among which
may be mentioned naming rooms, or blocks of rooms, after donors of large sums, and
assigning prior right to hostel rooms to ¢tudents from Native States and districts of
the Presidency, in numbers proportionate to the contribution from each.

14. Although we have, with a view to clearness, treated the immediate carrying
out of a portion of the building, and its final completion, as two separate objects in
view, we have no intention of car-marking any portion of our funds for one or the
other purpose, and we think it very desirable that should Government adopt our sug-
gestion of a half grant-in-aid of subscriptions, that it shouid ecome into foree at once.
In this case there 1s reasonable probability of our being able to complete an even
lareer portion of the building, without a suspension of work, than we have above laid
down as the essential minimum.

15. Tt is doubtless unnecessary to reiterate the importance of commencing work
with as little delay as may be, and the committee has 'tl}erefcr.e the hpnour to req‘uest
that Government will be pleased, as a step towards giving effect to its order of 26th
June 1394, No. 471, Educational, to pass speedy orders on the revised memorandum
and articles of association of the Madras
students’ hostels already submitted, T and

to empower the Consulting Architect to
Government to prepare full plans and estimates based on the pencil sketches Nos. 1
and 3 and the estimate No. 3 revised,

+ Vide our letter of 21st April 1896.
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e ;
Order—Mis. No. 521, Educational, dated 25th August 1896,

The Government desires that, b i
\ , before proceeding furth al
sﬁ:ltlshagg e;tl’x’naﬁes 1of the cost of the hostel, of whichga drav:il;’lgc (;:nlgi?:n ?ﬁd“dritvilligg
it Y dst ould be prepared. The Public Works Department will be accord-
estimateg shozld gelgs;xfiegxzhgsze:hsary orcliers. The preparation of these plang and
as early as possible, and e
be made to keep the amount of the estimate within the lowest p::griezﬁzaﬁggshould

(True Extract.)

(Signed)  J. F. PRICE,
To the Public Works Department. Clief Secretury.
»  Honorary Secretaries, Students’ Hostels Cottmittes,

Read—also the following paper ; —

From the Honorary Secretaries, M
dras Students’ Hostel i
Secretary t 4. A8ar ostels Committee, to the
1897, y to Government, Educational Department, dated 22nd erbruary

Victo‘;g: élt?;ext};; lﬁmiur to submit herewith plans and detailed estimates for the
i itk G.O.os I%l:) dg;vivnEgP b{ the Consulting Architect to Government in
estimates made by Mr, Trwin and ﬂol;gz;lo?;;vsi:fed W a e s |

A comparison of the amount of the i ith
se estimates with that of th im:
‘:‘;‘I“l?e:g rcfllaoti?ll 2Rlas\’icv'?’nn and taken as the basis of the proposals of t(lau: O:zlogxgnfistttl:*neqf;
Soiire n ey ek une 1896, seems at first sight to indicate that those proposals
who e e cahlon, as Mr. Harris’s estimates amount to Rs. 2,25,274, or excluding
rough estimatec fm‘ges at 24 Per cent.,.to Rs. 1180,942 as against Col(;nel RaWSon’é
s thato (31- 1,75,561 excluding the same charges. Mr. Harris, however
Sihedicn fo The under the heads of contingencies and petty supervisi(;n olich,
cent, andg 2-; 4 pmtmme of the Public Works Department, are charged at 5 per
000 ot o g 2 o s seving h profly s mud
¢ : in which the estimates have b
:Emﬂ;zﬂs O:r the site to his office which will make it possiblz efore}??mp;;%aﬁg’si:f%
e e b S
NP : alized and Government accedes to th ittee’ )
t es to the commutt :
0‘; &2“{)2}?3&;13&10 lt:;t:g!.bhshm‘;ant charges, the actual sum requiredofo;11 tlheez:m;elzri(os[f
Bagiliatt M- estimat:.l roun pumbers Rs. 1,71,000, or Rs. 2,§OO less than Colenel
In these circumstances th i
bis e committee ventures to request that Go ill
mgimed to Il’)asﬁ_! very early orders on our letter of 2]::?1 une 1896 a.nc‘lre::lmtlezztdgft
yance submitted with our letter, dated 26th October 1896,

Order—No. 400, Educational, dated 15th J uly 1897.

With the letter read above the Hono i
: / ! - rary Secretaries of the Madras Students’
g::::is ggl}:lllnlvtt:e s;lall)lmlt the plans and detailed estimates for the Vieto:ai: Stud::t:’
‘ re called for in G.0., No. 521, Educational, dated 25th August 1896.

2. The plans are suitable and meet with th
e approval of Government. ti-
:I;a%’e: aztgo(;gl& to Rs. 2,25,274 ; but only a sum of Rs, 82,942, inclusive of the Eﬁﬁa‘ﬁon
Ay Fath oproqused by the late Ma{amja of Vizianagram, is at present at the dis-
e leo tmt;xluttee and a sum of Rs. 1,42,332 more is required for the construction
tole of the buildings. The committee therefore proposes to build at first about

Fw:“q‘
x .
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When copied.
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When signed— No. 1971 W., 5ra Aveusr 1898,

3 . of the residential part of the hostel, with kitchens and warden’s quarters, and to

e the remainder of the work to be completed when funds are available. To com-

Raap oAy G.0.40 oyen this portion of the work, which it is proposed to take in hand first, a sum of

189 early Rs. 48,000 is required and the committee asks that the Government will forego

the Public Works Department charges for establishment and plant amounting nearly

to Rs. 26,000 and will supplement by an equal amount the public subseriptions that

may be received to make up the further deficiency of about Rs. 22,000, The Gov-

ernment is pleased to accede to these requests, but cannot hold out any promise to
make the same concessions towards the completion of the remainder of the work.

3. The plans and estimates will be transferred to the Public Works Department ;

but the construction of the building should not be proceeded with pending further

orders.
4. Tn conclusion the Government desires to express its appreciation of the

thoroughness with which the committee has worked out the project and to thank
Mr. Stone especially for the attention which he has devoted to it.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) F. J. WILSON,
Jor Secretary to Government.

———

Memo. No. 1387, Educational.

With reference to G.0., No. 267, Educational, dated 22nd April 1898, the Public
Works Department is requested to issue early orders for the speedy construction of
the hostel and to arrange for the submission to His Excellency the Governor of a

progress report at the end of July next.

OO0TACAMUND, {Signed) A. S. RUSSELL,
22nd June 1398. Jor Secy. to Government.

e

Note by the Chief Enginecr, Public Worl:s Department.

The undersigned does not approve of the Consulting Architect’s proposal to reduce
the cost by Rs. 10,000 by the substitutions referred to in paragraph 2 of his letter
No. 4957, dated 26th January 1897, except the substitution of whitewashing for
internal plastering. Brick on edge floor and chunam floors do not last.

9. The out-houses might, however, be built of brick-in-mud, with chunam only at
openings and on top foot of walls. ~The mortar should have one-quarter surki at least
mixed with it, and stone or tile floors should be substituted for chunam floors wher-

ever the latter are provided.
' 3. In paragraph 2 of G.O., No. 400, Educational, dated 15th July 1897, the
Government acceded to the requests of the Hostels Committee to forego the Public
nt and tools and plant on the cost of the

Works Department charges for establishme
kitchen and warden’s quarters and of half of the residential part of the hostel which
it is proposed to build at first and to supplement by an equal amount the public
subscriptions that may be received, but declined to hold out any promise to make
the same econcessions towards the completion of the remainder of the work. As the
proposed building is in the interests of the public and as the committee has not
sufficient funds at its disposal, it is recommended that the Public Works establish-
ment and tools and plant charges on the entire estimate of Rs. 1,80,943 be waived.

4. With the above remarks the estimate is recommended for sanction.
(Signed) W. B. pEWINTON,

20th July 1898. Chief Engineer.

e o S S
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