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No. 990, Revenuve, 26t Novesser 1897,

GOVERNMENT OF MaA DRAS.

REVENUE DEPARTMENT

i'\

- Bnn:—again ,G-.'O” No. 91, Revenue, dated 15th February 1897

Reap—also the following letter from A, G. B
= . . Ol 4 ?
intendent, Government M useum e
Revenue Department, dated 6th

sq., D.Se, .

September 1897, No, etz%r).'io Government,

With reference to paragraph 2 of G.0.. N
1897, I have the honour to submit the fol'lo;ing 'rgr:;arll{czv

2. Mr. Lawson and Abbove Naidu (1 -

¥ Y ) ate herbarium k

ilﬁv;;lcgo :d()th died before I commenced the present invest; n‘:(;ll?sl‘;’ G};I'lernment. Museum)

any general notes with regard to the eollections Without having placed
)

intrinsie evidence only for my information, 1 have had 10 depend upon

8. I gather that at one time or a
’ nother all the speei
faw;]so&x’s hands and that he only returned to Madras I:;;celé?;m ot g rough Mr.
e had ample materials. I have now re-united the o L Sbecies of wihich

greatly strengthened the meterial in very collections and have thereby

many cases. I hay

at any rate as a . . . ave, howey

y temporary measure, all specimens of species ,-ef)r%egz 9(;3 _Segéregzllted,
X ed in Southern

India from the olher Indian and Extra-1nd; i
: : i xtra-Indian species, :
to the botanical survey of Scuthern India, I shlz)llll:;eakAE;r:{lvzsof"‘tlixznsh astﬁefle s
, ou ndian

species. The collection consists of speci
oy pecimens collecte : S
Drew, Cleghorn, Beddome, Bidie and Lawson an?l L(fft(/:l for it by Wight, W. Elliot,

Herbaria of Kew, Calcutta, Poo : : pecimens - prese

_ ! ‘ g na, Peradeniya, €. B, Clarke. (3 presented from the
g:'ut(;lli'e?%ozfégrs. hf“geie hm'e also' a large nur,ubor of H])ecii:ufx)lzn?rif’ Ca!nemn’ b
e 8 o t:i whie ave up to now been unable to Jocgli anating from two
pecimens adde by Mr. Lawson particularly from the Nileir pe. . The number of
In addition to the sheets of dried plants the B8 18 very great indeed.

: reis ac i
by Mr. Lawson which I have united with 15 n.sollection of seeds and fruits formed

. W a similar colleet]
which was transferred from the office of the Conserva ollection made by Mr. Gamble

the Mﬁlselim. “or of Forests, Central Circle, to
r. Lawson left a small colleetion of coloure i

zgge :aﬁanﬁfs, 1}311;11:1 30 s_ytgtematie colleetion of notes? tm?zﬁsoafev%: [:stl?oi? {’eﬂy e Todils
His chief work i:swelz’(l lxg%sgg % tr;:any of the eheets bearing the BP*"Cimenls t‘;xte::asl ulublse
together what he coxlzsid dmt l? arrangement of the herbarium itgelf, the b)“e b
described under vari names, Thizdofoene of one and the same speoi though

1 rious names. This determination of the g g athong
very important factor of all herbarium work ; I only wish t ntiont e Uk CONEN, &

of a particular specimen in a particular cover may represet?t [x)x(]):‘nc;o&tb(t)l:;t the position

4. The list which I have prepared and which i :
to expedite this report, not as free from errors ulscI ::%ulldf({:;;hov:ifo%vgo my having h“d‘
) —_—

(i) that a considerable : .
India do oceur ; number of species not hitherto recorded from Southern

(ii) that a very large number of species whi ‘ ded
. w 4
ern India are not represented in the hcrbgrium. A5 B oo o ctec

enue, dated 15th February
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Of the former group one or two only appear to be new species and undescribed ; of
the latter the great majority are gaps several of which I have already filled as the result
of’my recent tours while others will be easily filled by a good collector in the course
of a series of tours in the Presidency. There are, however, many cases in which the
absence of a species indicates that Mr. Lawson had come to the conclusion that it was
svnonomous with some other species. I have not attempted to pick these out as each
case affords matter for eritical work.

5. 1 am asked to suggest the nature and extent of the operations required to
bring the botanical survey of Southern India to_completion. I need hardly point out
that it is a work which cannot ever be said to be complete. A considerable amount
remains, however, to be done before our knowledge of the South Indian flora equals
that of many other parts of India or of Ceylon.

In the first place the herbarium needs strengthening not only by the representa-
tion of species at present not represented at all, but by the more ample representation
of most of the other species, a great deal of work has to be done upon fresh material
and when the chief districts of the Presidency (I mean districts likely to vary bota-
nically) have been each two or three times visited so as to secure flower, fruit, &e., it
will be possible to commence a hand-book to the flora to ecarry out which to the end
will, however, entail some work at the herbaria in Calcutta and Kew.

6. I hope that I shall not be exceeding my instructions if Tadd one or two
suggestions in continuationof. the memorandum submitted by Mr. Thurston and
myself and printed in the Government Order under reference.

K. Rangachari, whom I appointed herbarium keeper on the death of the late
incumbent, took a first class in Botany at the examination for the Master of Arts in
1894. He has since been a schoolmaster at Anantapur, where he devoted his leisure
to further botanical study and accepted this appointment, although on a considerably
lower salary on account of his love of the subject. He has proved himself on the
tours I have recently taken a most admirable and critical collector. I think that if
the scheme proposed in the above-mentioned memorandum be adopted I might gradu-
ally withdraw from all except a general control and that he might eventually perform
the duties and draw the full salary of Government Botanist.

Tt has been arranged that an Assistant Professor of Zoology be appointed to the
Presidency College from the beginning of next year and I am to carry on and extend
the teaching of Botany. I ventureto snggest that the botanical teaching should be |
deferred for, say, a couple of years while I devote my whole attention to the survey by i
touring throughout the Presidency at the end of which time I shall be glad to take :
furlough which I am prepared to devote to the working out at Kew of the various
problems which have arisen ; this would, I think, put matters upon such a footing that
K. Rangachari could continue the work.

e

Resp—letter from the Acting Superintendent, Government Museum, dated 16th
September 1897, No. 855.

Assrract.—Enclosing a proof copy of the list of plants referred to in his No. 626 of the |
6th instant. |

e

Reap--also the following letter from E. MACONOCHIE, Esq., I.C.S., Officiating
Under Secretary to the Government of India (Department of Revenue and
Agriculture), to the Secretary to the Government of Madras, Revenue
Department, dated Simla, the 14th September 1897, No. 2632-1—-K. W. :—

T am directed to invite a reference to your letter, No. 647, dated the 28th July
1897, and to enquire when the Government of India may expeci to receive the
further communication promised on the subject of the Botanical Department, Madras
Presidency.
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OrpER —No. 990, Revenue, dated 26th November 1897,

. DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE.

|

|

B 1897,
|

I

I

!

|

|

: Dr. Bourne’s report makes it clear
Miscellaneons. R s koot 'y e A
that there is still ap ample field foy
' botanical research in this Presidency.
The Government s, however, unable to accept Dr. Bourne’s suggestions as to the future From '
conduct of the botanica] survey, as this course would involve the indefinite postpone- ' a (i

nt of th t £ obtaini . e . The Government of Fort St. George.
ment of the question of o taining a competent botanist from England and would delay

fhe Commencement of botanjieal teaching at the Presidency College for two years at
east.

2. In these circumstanees, Hig Excellency the Governor in Council resolves to
adhere to the original intention of this Government to obtain g qualified botanist
from England. In view of the difficulty experienced by the Right Hon’ble the
Seeretary of State in finding a competent expert for the salury offered, viz., Rs. 400 —
50—600 per mensem, with free quarters, His Excellency the Governor in Couneil

resolves to fix the pay of the proposed appointment at Rs. 500—50—700 per mensem, Lecd. ? Ay
with free quarters, 1

» 1807
3. The following letter will be despatched to the Government of Ingia ’ Regd. ) Spare copies
(True Extract.) g ol /
/7 |
iy g
\ /T Ag. Secretary to Government, — —
. . i Letter, No. 991, 26th November 1897,
To the Superintendent, Government Central Museum. ?
Copy to Educational Department (with copy of letter to India)
NOVEMBER.,
» Requestine that the sanction of the Right Hon’ble the Secretary of Stale may be obtained
Exd. Shaik Karim, (

Yo the appointment of a botanist for the Madras Presidency, and that His Lordship ;g?y be
requested to select and appoint a suitable person for the place at as early a date as possible,

40 Copien,
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REVENUE DEPARTMENT.

From
G. S. FORBES, Esa., 1.CS,
Ag. Secretary to the Government of Madras,
To
Tue SECRETARY 1o ™R GOVERNMENT or IN I)‘IA,
Derarrvany op Revexve axp AGRICULTYRp
¥ |
- Dated Fore St George, 264 November 1897,
)

In continuation of Mr. Stokes’ letter, No. 647, Revenue, dated 984}, Tuly 1897

SuREE ﬂlld_“'jt}l reference t Mr, Maconochie’s
’ Miscellaneoys, ] r‘(‘mmdnr No. 2632’1‘1\"“7-: dated 14th
hEat Septembep 1897, I am directed to address

- the (iov('rnmvnt : i f
. : ) v > of India further on the
subject of the appointment of g Government botanist fop this Presideney
18972:1;111 paragraph 4 of My, Stokes’ lettep No. 92
1L was stated that His Exe } e
3 ! 8 Lxcellency the Goyverras ) i !
mental measure, entrusted the gy tjeg Zf tl1oj((;“n(;f(“;(::nigx (t/olunt( ® ]tmd, 1}3 s Hootuas
it e ; : futies 4 overnment botanigt o Jr. Bourne
3}ﬂ1tu§tlsn],r.? bu[])frmtenldtnt' of the (J;()Vlﬂ'll[l](}llt Central Musenm. and it was also qmwd’
sulz;'octlon‘fﬁ:; rzléc-y t:t mwaem”r S Council would deyote furthep consideration liu the
f t'{]-» herbari O’Pd Ofa report from Dy, Bourne on the results of hig examination
0 )(, dle;' 5 gxtu.n aln of the late My, Lawson’s notes. This report has now 1)(‘(‘!!
;'eccfne , an 11 18 clear thex:efmm_that the botanjeq) Survey of thig Pr('ﬁid(‘m; 7 18 qti“
ar from complete {md that itg SatISf:),ntory prosecution would engross g | toeind,
of the undivided time and laboyy of a qualifieq officer. T}e v.‘ T 597tk «;TA'(‘ pnrholll
cer, ° WOrK ecannoet e entrustec
therefore to Dr. Bourne ag g permanent arrangement, unless he jg at the same time

relieved of the professoria] duties which he wi :
1l resume oy Mr,’ AN :
return from furlough, - Thurston’s ap, vaching

His Excellcncy the Governop in Couneil ig ‘ -

and accordingly, after carefy] consideration, h;;l lh};}ﬂ%gg} ;ort)(r)m::‘ng' ta? 6‘ :}ueh (zpu‘rs‘ei
proposal of this Govex:nmont to obtain a competent botanjgt from’ T rlandw }mg’x‘xia
of the difficulty experienced by the Right Hon’be the Seeretary ()fJStito i bl
a qualified candidate for the appointment on the salary originally offered by ) i{mué}xgg
per mensem, r 18ing by annual increments of Rs. 50 o RS.OGUO per monq,um “\;'itl?.f p

quarters, His Exeellency the Governor in Counci]l hag reconsidered tiﬁq ;n'itter qﬁf{
would propose to fix the pay of the appointment at Rs, 50y Per mensem rigin b

annual increments of Rs, 50 to Rs. 700 PET mensem, with fyeq quarters, Ag stﬂ : % .517
the Revenue despatch of this Government to the Right Hon’ble the Seé;'etar . Ofas‘}atg
No. 4, dated 18th J uly 1895, the officer selected should b given to uudorgtund that
he will be under the general control of the Superintendent of the Government Musenm

3 Revmmo, dated 15th February

at Madras, and in addition to his ordinary dutjeg as botanist and the superintendeyce
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of the portion of the botanical survey of India which appertains to this Presidency,
he may be required to lecture on Botany at the Presidency College and to examina
on that subject for the Madras University, His head-quarters wil] be at Madras, It
will also be necessary for him to pass the same test in Tamil as officers of the Forest
department appointed from England.

3. I am to request, therefore, that the sanction of the Right Hon’ble the Secretary
of State may be obtained to the present proposal, and that Hijs Lordship may he
requested to select and appoint a suitable person for the appointment at as early a
date as possible,

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

(Signed) G. 8. FORBES,
Ag. Seerctary to Government,

Exd. Sbgik Karim,

-~

69 Copiam,
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