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1r. E. WARDON,
Late of Government Telegraphs,
No. 783, Savarimutfu Street,

Black Town, =
MADRAS.

|

To .
THE CHIEF SECRETARY,
Zo the Government of Madras.
OOTACAMUND.
Sig,

Of late years there had been a great deal of attention paid both by the
people and the press to what they call “ Indian Subjects.” This tendency which
is still growing, has thrown a great deal of mist and cloud around simple subjects,
and their solution, in consequence, has led ill-informed and careless students on a
wrong track. I thought it is my duty therefore, to bring a similar matter to your
consideration with my reasons for differing from the writer in the Indian Cyclopzdia
on the subjeet of COMMAVADU or NAIDU.

0

2. COMMAYVAROO are chiefly agricultural people in the Madras Presidency,
and a good number of them are to be found in the Chingleput district. They
belong to the Telugu race and form an undisputed entity in the agricultural progress
of the country. Kvery Commavadu is taught from the very commencement of his
birth that in social standing he is superior to those around him : and some among
them would rather become coolies to lead an independent and free, life than
subordinate themselves to a Sudra or other low caste people. This inborn pride or
greatness which is by right their due, has reduced several of them to poverty ; and
consequently they have become strangers to education and traditional customs.
They are now for the most part illiterate and know not whence they spring. Their’
material condition and outlook is gloomy and pitiable in the extreme.

3. Their present depressed condition is also due to their isolated existence,
and not being in touch with the Government of the country in matters of policy
and changed situation they are in danger of losing their individuality as a race
among the tribes or nations of India. To expect anything like an adequate repre-
sentation of their interests to the Government, from other classes whose conflict or
struggle for existence, in the political sense of the word, is for the ascendancy, is
a wild dream. It is therefore with justice to be assumed that the paternal Gov-
ernment, paternal not only in its relation but also in many respects has proved of
no effect to those who have so many claims for special treatment on the Gevernment
and the country.
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4. Their loyalty was never disputed. Their voeation in life was either chiefly
agricultural or merchandise, and they took little or no interest in the politics of the
country. They have always, to my thinki i
trust of civilising a

oyally the sacred
ating the people of the land in the art of agriculture
lem by their illustrious ancestors. I think therefore it will be of
Se to note a few facts which will throw light on the Commavaroo and their
ong the thibes of India. "

:
5. By whatever ame he is known in other parts of India, 't}ww‘iq not the

slightest: doubt that IH'S\pp\sit.ion, language and ()Wong the Telugu

(Tri-Lingas) speaking people ofHer-Majesty*sThdian subjects point unmistakenly
to his Aryan descent. i

6. The word 4rya means a ploughman. When Brahmins segregated themselves
for purposes of Vedic study and acquired considerable influence and ascendancy
in eonsequence of the sacred nature of their calling and in their new capacity as
spiritual teachers and Gurus, they began to deprecate and look down upon agri-
culture. They held that that the earth should be furrowed by “iron-mouthed plmu}l:"
1s a wicked act, inasmuch s it wounds the mother earth and her living crent,ur'es.

2

7. Heisa descendant of Janaka, the father of Seeta the heroine of the
Ramayana. Some of the foremost Oriental scholars, both in Europe and here, hold
that whatever may be the mythical aspect of the Great Epic Poem it is beyond
doubt that the Ramayana as a record throws some light. on the Progress and
civilisation of early India.

8. For proof, of Commavadu’s origin we have naught to look for it elsewhere
but in his marriage ceremonials. Before the marriage ceremony is concluded and
the ceremony of the sacred fire is brought to a close, the bridegroom is required
to plough a piece of ground inside the marriage house allotted for the purpose while
the bride from an earthen vessel pours into the hollowed palms of his hands a little
boiled rice and water which will be spilt on the furrows already formed. Previous
to this the ground also would be sown with the seods expressly procured and blessed
by the purohita. They shoot out in ahout three days and after the conclusion of
the marriage they will bo taken out and thrown into a tank or river.

; Seeta, the heroine of the Ramayana, was called by that name because she was
not born of a woman. She is said to have been born out of furrows when Janaka was
ploughing. The marriage ceremony of the Commavadu certainly suggests th’f ‘fieﬂ
that- while Janaka’s wife went, to h:gr husband with his meals who was busy tilling

the ground she was in labour and gave birth to his beautiful daughter Seeta.

d
9. There ars two clans or classes or as they gradually came €0 g spallel

castes, of Commavaru. The higler of the two or the one with bigher socml' 1'artk
18 Godasativaru, and the other Gum pasativari. The former are those whose ‘IO}I)n(n.
are not allowed to appear in public ; and the latter, whose women ghared the fltj (;m]
and took a leading part in agricultural pursuits, &e. It is not to' be concluc ;A(
that the women who never appear in public do lead an id]e. life but: on the
other hand  theirs is just as laborious as the men who work 1n ;ﬂl@ field ‘}“d
elsewhere, only it is pleasanter, They clean picked cotton, &e., besides attending

PPy - VR Lo
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t6 household work and the education of their children. They spin threads out of
picked and cleaned cotton for their clothes to be sent eventually to weavers and
with it a number of pleasant songs and stories either to their children or neigh-

bours.

10. There is a tradition among these people which explains the origin of
these two clans of women. T'wo sisters once upon a time were engaged in the garden
attached to their abode in household pursuits. Just at that time a prince is said
to have intruded on their privacy : and not being accustomed to seeing strangers
about the place and surprised at this intrusion, the elder of the two who was'stand-
ing close to her sister while she was seated and busy with work fled into the
house and hid herself. The other, the younger, in her confusion at the incident and
surprise could think of doing nothing else but to cover her head and face with a
basket she found close at hand. This incident, they say, gave rise to the appellations
“ Godasativary” and “ Gumpasativarn.”

11. The Ramayana and Anuvansa have placed it beyond dispute or even the
bare probability of contention, that King Dasaratha’s sons were married to the
daughters of Janaka.

12. In the island of Rameswaram there are two Chutrams known as
Ukkamadam and Thangatchimadam (elder sister’s mutt and younger sister’s mutt).
It is from these places that curd, ghee, and vegetables are brought to the markets
of Pamban and Rameswaram. :

13.  That women were in the habit of living in seclusion in olden days, has heen
amply proved from the fact that when Rama visited the hermitage of Agastya in
the woods after killing the Sudra named Sambukha in the Dundaka Forest for
sacrilege before the final re-union of Seeta with her husband, she was invisible to him
though her very touch * thrilled him with emotions.” Prithivi, the earth who had
taken charge of her, did not give up Seeta until he pro;}itiated the supernatural
agencies for their aid. '

Rama evidently defends himself for receiving king Vatsa’s minister
and his suite from Ceylon in the presence of his queen and her damsels when he
says to Vibhushana “ Neither houses nor vestments nor enclosing walls nor eeremony,
nor regal insignin are the sereen of a woman. IHer own virtue alone.” This
points unmistakenly to the seclusion of Hindu women in ancient days, though it
has grown worse in some parts of India since the Mahomedan invasion.

14. The knot of marital union is never tied among the Godasativaru
(the elder sister’s clan) without placing a screen hetween the bridegroom and the
bride whose toe touches that of the bridegroom. This all important ceremony is
performed at nights.

15.  The title Naidu is also a significant appellation, and when this is expressed
passively (nayani) the meaning is clear. The term, I believe denotes that he is a
member of the father's clan, that is, a descendant of Janaka. This is by no means
to be mixed up with cognomen and which has a distinet value like the clanships
of Scotland and of which mention will be made further down. Many of the high
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caste Telugus do not make use of the title Naidu because of late the use of it,
gradually with the growth of English education and wealth, is usurped by a number
of people who have no right for it.

16. A few weeks ago I went to the Museum at Egmore for the purpose
of gathering some information on this subject. The only work available at the time
which pretended to throw any light on the subject, was the Cyclopadia of India by
Surgeon General Balfour. 1 found the book not only meagre in information but
misleading and erroneous in directions. I returned greatly disappointed. He lays
it down as a dictum that Commavadu or Naidu is a Sudra,

17 To the question whether Commavaduisa Sudra there can be little doubs
as to its reply. His occupation alone -is quite enough to point him primd facie to
that of a Vaisya. I shall, therefore, pass on without many words to the considera-
tion whether a cultivator or an agriculturist is necessarily a Vaisya. “ The
Hindu term Vaisya,” says Siv Monier Monier-Williams, . ¢. 1. k., in his © Indian
Wisdom,” «is more expressive of their original condition. It is derived from the
root “wis” to enter into, sit down on, occupy (whence Vesa “an abode”) denoting
originally a settlement or station of cultivators.”

It is plain therefore that whatever may have been the social position of
Aryans in days gone by there is not the slightest proof or even a clue to any idea
of reducing a cultivator of ‘the soil or .4 merchant to a Sudra or a slave of the
twice-born.  On the other hand there are not only grounds for supposing that he

- held a different position to what he now enjoys but perforce every impartial

stu(}ent will come to the conelusion that his condition has grown worse under the
foreign influence and Government.  No doubt the mission  of the great and noble
Knglish Queen in her Eastern dependeney, is to rescne the weak and helpless from
oppression and slavery ; but that does not certainly mean that the birthrights and
privileges of the people should be impugned or contemned. The glory of the
British Empire in the East, is nothing'but an empty sounding phrase but for the
lustre shed around it in the words of the Proclamation of Her Imperial Majesty
pledging even-handed justice and equal rights and privileges to her Indian
subjects without prejudice to race, colour or creed.

18. 1 shall refrain from entering into any further diseussion to establish
the caste of Commavadu according to Manu, the Hindu lawgiver’s codification.
It is. enough for me to state that his station. in life to be measured by his birth
right is not that of a Sudra. It has been pointed out that he is a descendant of
Janaka the father of the heroine of the Rlamayana and it is beyond dispute that the
daughters of Janaka were married to the sons of Dasaratha. That is, Janaka is
stated to be a descendant of solar race of Kings though he is called in some
places in the Ramayana a Vaisya on account of his agricultural pursuits. He is
also said to be learned in Brahminical lore.

19. Some writers believe that subsequent to the knowledge gained of Ceylon,
the Hindus have been allegorising the contention between Buddhism and Hinduism
and that the Epic Poem Ramayana is only a mythical story. This view of the
case goes for nothing when the existence of Commavadu, his customs and ceremo-
nals is brought to the front. There is no doubt, that the two Mutts of the two

.
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sisters are mistaken for two Buddhistic orders but it is only a supposition based on
nothing. There is not the least ground anywhere for any supposition’ of the kind.

20. On the other hand there is every reason for the inference that Comma.-
vadu enjoyed a superior social standing and more than that he exercised some sort
of control or anthority over the settlement. TIn marriages up to date there exists a
custom among these people that the Bottu or nuptial ring' should be made in the
house where the marriage ceremony is supposed to take place. To achieve this
end they subject themselves to a great deal of trouble and annoyance when they
have not the means to command the presence of a goldsmith. The reason for this
is obvious. The Vedas warn people against the probity of a goldsmith and enjoin
the king to punish a goldsmith even with death for the reason of his being, as the
Veda calls him, * pernicious of all deceivers.”  There is'not the slightest doubt that
unless Commavaru in days gone by were the heads of villages or magistrates, they
could not have adopted this practice. _ Among the followers of Yajur-veda those who
followed the occupation of agriculture and merchandise in the Telugu country
are said to have enjoyed the highestsocial rank.  Goldsmiths and others follow the

rank among the mixed classes. . .

21. As regards the cognomen as it is called by the. Telugu a housename, 1
beg to state that it has also a value in the social rank of the people. My attention
was chiefly directed to a eircumstance in Burma. T have but rarely met with a
Tamarind Tree in Burma, and the few I came across were close by or in the
premises of the people who possessed some authority over the rest and enjoyed
or supposed to have enjoyed the powers of a magistrate. One of the kind was
in Banmauk in north Wuntho in one of the recently annexed provinces of Upper
Burma. There is also one near the ecourt house of Pamban in the island of

Rameswaram. The one in Burma (Banmauk) was the property of the head of that

village who was a relative of Ex-Swaba. This circumstance has no doubt con-
fused me a little, but on a close examination of the subject I discovered jf to be a
caravan route for China, and there is every probability for supposition that the
communication between India and China was maintained through Wuntho and
Kachin Hills. Professor Max Miiller thinks that King Bhag&dat&a maintained an
army of Chinese soldiers.

In India the people who belonged to the house of Chintamneidy have
doubtless enjoyed social distinctions in' days gone by, but after the advent of the
British rule they have dwindled down to mere nothing and have become very ‘pdvor
and now for the most part houseless. ~ One chief cause of their poverty is that it
is against their religious practice or observance to subordinaté or subject them to

the authority of Sudras or Melachas. i B

22. 1 shall cpxjchxde this by drawing your attention to one more point as the
letter has already grown to a length likely to become tedious. The term Comma-
vadu comes from taste and, means undoubtedly one who enjoys the comfort and
privilege of commanding all things tending to make life useful. In other
words, when expressed in the language of British enlightenment and civilisatjdn,
@ gentleman.  He is supposed to grow grain for his food, pulses of all kinds, cotton,
tobacco, chillies, gingelly seeds, oil seeds, vegotables and greens as well as hemp, &,

ok

-w-—r-v.# -“
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He probably had under his command those hill tribes who now subsist in selling
aromatic herbs, &c., for exch ange in rice for savouring curries,

But these prac-
tices are fast dying: out.

23. I therefore, most respectfully beg you to show your interest on behalf of
these people who took stich a prominent part in days gone byat a period when people
did not understand the att of cultivation inthe dntroduction of
which source, the bulk of the Government Revenue 18 drawn
their present state and eondition,

agriculture through
» and to enquire into

24, For which kindness I shall feel very grateful,
il

25, In writing this letter, I have consulted Sir Monier Monier-Williams's
Indian Wisdom, Professor Max Miiller’s India and what can it teaeh yg ?

hssia and History
of British Iudia by James Mill, Esq.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your: most: ohedient servant,

Mangas, }
April 1896,
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