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obiect for which the money is re(_uireﬁ is one which 18
deserving of support.
T have.the honour tO D€,

L:'j—l\’

Your most obedient servant,

\w i
1 :
: 4% L ¢ A

Director of Public Instruction.
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o considerable period on the
d T hope the large increase in the number
has been since last yeat will be a

£ that the school 18 beginning o
1 that it will be anderstood by all

time must elapse before really satisfactory
tions can be looked for.

results in the public examina
“he mention of the Matriculation suggests the
question that has been put to me more than
once, <18 it worth while to maintain this school as
a High Sehool P77 1t has . been urged that, as no
..candidate from this school has passed the Matricula-
tion for the last two or three years, and only one 18
being sent up for it this year, it 1s not advisable to
maintain it as 2 High Qehool any longer. My own
" opinion 18 altogether opposed to this view. The
school has n the past been fairly quccessful in the
Matriculation, as will be seen by the following
figures : 3 passed in 1885, 21n 1886, 4 in 1887 and
5 in 1888, and I have every reason to believe that
it will be equally successful 1M the future. Like
most schools it has had its ups and downs, and this
accounts for its failure in the

last few years.
the school has passed as many as b boys In the
Matriculation in previous years ant is ab all likely
to pass as many in years to come it seems to me to
compare Very favourably with other schools in the
Presidency judging from the fact that out of 110
schools who passed candidates in the Matriculation
last year S1 passed only 5 or less and 36 passed
only 3 or less.

[ will now
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decline ; an
qufficient proo

that some

turn to the changes I have attempted
of the school. In

to the teaching
jay with the ¢ one

the first place 1 have done aw
Teacher one class”’ system which prevailed here

ander the late Head Master. Under this gystem the
Head Master took the highest division in all subjects,
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al and Physical apparatus

" chase a supply of Chemic
: from England and 1s now

which has lately arrived

I have to thank t
ad the school put into
d, the windows mended,
ent moment the

he Municipality also for.
having h proper repair, the
“walls coloure &e.

The teaching staff is at the pres
I first came here. Im May an ad-

Mr. A. Parsons, was appointed, but
as he held no teachers’ certificate and consequently

could not obtain the half salary grant, he left after
only a month’s service. Another master will be
appointed in his place shortly. T must thank all:
my assistants for the energy they have shown during
the past ten months. 3
The school Library has been increased by 35
books and now contains 235 volumes. This is a
very small number for a High School, and the pro-
ortion of boys’ books on the shelves is small; bub
there is great difficulty in obtaining funds with

which to buy more books,
Out of doors the boys have not been neglected.

> Twice a week they are instructed in gymnastics by
Sergt.-Méjor Kirkby, and the same number of
afternoons in the week is set aside for cricket and
football when it is possible to find a ground to play

on. The great want of the school 1s a recreation

f course use the

same as when
ditional master,

ound. In the off season we can o
Tlobart Park; and previous to April we played
and occasionally

cricket or football there regularly,
gainst a local team, in which

had a friendly match a
he boys acquitted themselves

I am glad to say that t
very creditably ; but during the season the ground

is so much used by others that we are obliged to
<J give up our games till the cold weather sets in.
as the boys are keen on out-

This is very hard lines
door exercise, and some of them show considerable

promise in this respect.
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I have the honor ¢4 be,
Sir,

Your mogt obedient servant,

L, HODGSON, p.4,, 4

Clrist s College, Oamin‘idg.c,

Head Master.
Brerrs’ Memoriar, Hiam Somoor,,

Sepz‘-embm' 1896,
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To
S. V. EDGE, Esq.,

Honorary Secretary,
Brerks’ Memorian Hice SCHOOL,

Ootacamund.
SIR,

I have the honour to present the Annual Report
on the Breeks’ Memorial High School. This report
is the second that has been issued since [ became
connected with the school, and deals with a period
of twelve months.

11

In the first place, I have to record a shgh
increase in the number of boys attending the school.
Last year there were 76, this year there are 82
The increase it is true is small, but as [ believe that
under existing circumstances the maximum strength
can hardly rise much above 80, there is no reason
to be dissatisfied with an addition of only six boys.
Of the 82 boys now on the rolls, 49 are liuropeans
and Eurasians, 23 Mahomedans, while there aro
3 Hindus, 1 Badaga and 1 Parsee.

-
¢

In my last report 1 mentioned that the natives
appeared to have deserted the school altogether ; it
would seem now-that a re-action has begun to set 10 2
for in addition to the fact that there are mow 4
Native Students in the school, 1 have been given to
understand that many Natives of Ootacamund would
gladly send their sons to Breeks’ School if the fees
were lower. Now I do not for a moment wish to
seo a return to the state of affairs to which Mr. Moss,




-

2

a'fm‘mcr Head Master, so wisely put an end in 1888,
viz.: the existence of a section, as he described it,
“drawn for the most part from the lowest classes
of the native population ;” but there are several
reasons in favour of a proposal that has been made,
and which has met with the approval of the
Inspector of Schools, that natives of the better class
should be admitted into the higher Forms of the
school at favourable rates. Firsﬁy the Trust Deed
J);»lnu;tly states that the school shall be open to
“the more respectable native inhabitants of the
lace; ” Secondly the higher Forms are under

resent circumstances but pmn-]\' u“t.nd@(l! the
average being seldom more than four bovs to each

WA s ol N v & 5
Form ; Thirdly, it seems rather hard that respect-
P |1‘1‘.7\';' O Y : i 1
(1‘1,“1, natives : hould be excluded from the only High
School in the station because the fees, compared
j\'\if}l\ %(.’i‘"1“1‘:}”%’@{1.‘% Ulgh' Schools elsewhere, are
somewhnat migh. My own view of the matter is that
while there is no necessity to make
£ : 3

1163 3
in favour of

. _ any concession
natives 1n the Primary and Lower
Secondary 1)0pgr[monts, as there are other Primary
and Lower Secondary Schools in the town,
their admission at reduced rates into the T}»DCI"
Secondary School would benefit nus by filling our
somewhat empty classes, and them by up&niﬂq to
them the doors of the only High School in Qotaca-
mund.

While the number on the rolls is fairly satisfac-
tory I am not altogether pleased with the average
daily attendance, which is 72. This is a matter
to which I wish to call the attention of parents.
Regular daily attendance is a most important factor
in school discipline, and I would beg all parents, and
especially those of the Mahomedan \pupils to see that
their sons do not stay away from school for any
other reason than illness,

3

I have to record some changes in the teaching
staff. Mr. Lakshminarayana Iyer left in December
and his place was taken in January by Mr. Sidney
Smith, from the Cathedral High School, Bombay ;
and in January also Mr. Kelly was appointed to the
post vacated by Mr. Parsons the previous June.
I am sorry to have to add that Mr. Sidney Smith
resigned his post last month. While on the subject
of changes I must not omit to mention that Mr.
Winterton resigned the Honorary Secretaryship in
November last. To you, Sir, who have succeeded
him, I have to express my thanks for the very
warm interest you have taken in the school.

Mr. T. T. Logan, Inspector of Schools, paid his
usual visit of inspection on May 10th. His opinion
of the progress made since last year is on the whole
a favourable one. He expressed satisfaction at the
financial condition of the school, the increase of 10
in the numbers since the previous inspection, and
at the enlargement of the Library; and he ended
his remarks with the words ¢ The school is im-
proving the pupils were cleanly dressed and
generally well-behaved; discipline and tone left
nothing to be desired.”

There were two points on which Mr. Logan did
not express satisfaction, and with these I wish to
deal more fully. With regard to the teaching staff
he wrote :  the general educational qualifications
of the subordinate staff are not up to the mark: a
graduate in Science or Mathematics should have
been introduced;” and in criticising the results of
the Public Examinations he said ‘only one lad ap-
peared for the Matriculation and failed. Of six
boys who went up for the Lower Secondary, only
one passed and that in the second class, a very poor
result.” I have mentioned these two points toge-
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: draws onl
ther because 1 cannot help feeling that had the first nt from Governmen:l, thfoye?;r?tnit all. Thi}!'!
cause for complaint, for which I am not responsible a quarter grant e ar};o 1:;3 chounts are made up
been removed in time, the second, for which T am makes me fear e wﬂenmanac ement will be heavy.
held chiefly responsible, would not have existed. next year the OOSbtf .l%n‘u‘lcigl position for the
The subjects in which our Matriculation candidate Thus, although 0. S(atigfact,ory, the financial
failed were Science, Mathematics and General b under i On };be one hand we want
Knowledge ; and it was in Arithmetic that most 8 s P“O"Pects Ao glqomyc;rder to support 2 properly
of the Lower Secondary boys succumbed. Had a s i fmAqsistant Masters, for it has been
graduate in Science or Mathematics been intro- ualified staff 0 d‘ during the last year that Buro-
duced when Mr, Parsons left in June 1896, we abundantly prow]en teachers with the necessary quali-
should have had some chance in the examix\agions. o e Eur;s‘:ra a,nd‘ therefore expensive; On the
As it was nobody at all was appointed from June to ﬁcatlm}]]s 9'(Iiet,he Municipal Council has been recom-
January, so that for the six months immediately Otheﬁ dmt1 consider whether it had not better disso-
preceding the examinations, which are held in i ‘if altogether from the school as far as
December, the teaching staff was not sufficient to 3 cints 1tsew concerned. It is evident then that the
cope with the work that had to be got through. 3 v ﬁ“anz:;:éence of the Breeks’ Memorial School 18
This state of affaire was not only injurious to last Zﬁ:g’atened gnless some means are found of m-

year’s examinations, but has had the effect of making i
.w Y « 1’ el 3

tl}us }e{u s candidates much more backward than

they s ould be. Even now we are working :}t a

diseiivamiagerds o SRR e s Fiie Excellency the Governor suggested the establishment
on the subordinate staff, and I fear we are not likely of a Boarding House in conuection with the School.
i unless a considerably higher salary than 1 believe that if this could be done it would after a
is now paid can be offered. few years be a means of adding to the income of the

school. 'That such a house 18 wanted cannot be

In his speech at the prize giving last year, His

Turning to the financial condition of the School, ® denied. We are constantly losing boys, and many
which the Inspector describes as ¢ 3 success,’ boys who would come here do not do so, because
would draw your attention to the financial statement y there 18 NO boarding accommodation for them. Whgn
annexed to this Report, in which the figures for the railway 18 extended to Qotacamund many Knglish
the last two years are compared. It \VillD be seen parents will wish to send their sons here, but
that the receipts from fees are this year very much they will not do so if they have to board them 1n
ipcreasml; while the cost to the Munici};a\itv 18 f ; private houses, for it must be remembered thata
little more than half what it was last year. This . L private house is a very different thing to a boarding
is certainly satisfactory, but at the same time I fear AN ¥ house. 1f you admit boys into your home they become
somewhat deceptive. 'The expeuses since January 3 : members of your family and school discipline 18
of this year have largely increased ; we have an : ' impossible.And I may mention in passing that this
additional master and a writer to swell the account ; is why [ have always refused to receive boarders

and whereas last year all the Masters drew a half
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myself. But I feel sure that a Boarding House
established by the Trustees of the school and con-
ducted on the principle of an English Public School
would very quickly be as full as it could hold, and
though a large sum would have to be either collected
or borrowed to start it, the profits would in a few

years be large enough not only to pay off the debt
but to increase the income of the school.

During this year a scholarship has been added
to the school through the generosity of Mrs. Mclvor
who has given a sum that is sufficient to defray the
tuition fees of one boy for one year. An examin-
ation was held at Easter in which Mr. Maddox
Headmaster of Lawrence Asylum, kindly acted as
Chief Examiner, and on the result of this examin-
ation the scholarship was awarded to Thomas
Burrows. I take this opportunity of expressing my
best thanks to Mrs. Mclvor for her kind gift, and
to Mr. Maddox and Mr. Edge for setting pape’rs in
this examination. Our thanks are due also to Mrs.
Reynolds for a present of over a hundred books to
the Library. We have now 348 books on the shelyes
compared with 235 last year; and, I am glad to saj;
the boys read them much more than they used to.
A reading room is now being started, but is at pre-
sent only in its infancy. Some additional Gymnas-
tic apparatus has been set up this year, and great
interest has been taken in out-door games. Cricket
matches have been played against Lawrence Asylum
and St. Joseph’s School, Coonoor ; and the School
XI also entered for the Local League competi-
tion. Some old boys of the school who subseribed

for and presented us with some cricket material /°

have our heartiest thanks. Football is at present
in full swing, and matches are arranged against
the town and our natural rivals the Lovedale
boys.

o

7

In March an Athletic Meeting was held which
the keen competition among the boys, the interest
taken in it by all classes of the community, the
liberal contributions of many friends of the school
towards prizes and the glorious weather unquestion-
ably rendered a great success. 1 hope the Sports
will become an annual institution and will be
equally successful in future years.

I cannot bring my report to an end without
alluding again to the very grave position of the
school. There are many people who would be sorry
to see it closed, or reduced to a Secondary School,
but it is very much to be feared that such will be
its fate unless something is done. Its real difficulty
is this, that it is constituted on the lines of High
Schools for native boys, and the fact appears to
have been overlooked that the scale of salaries
which is sufficient to secure highly qualified native
teachers in mative schools is mnot high enough to
attract properly qualified European or Hurasian
Masters who all admit are necessary for a school of

thig kind.

It remains for me to thank on behalf of the
Trustees H. BE. the Governor, Sir Henry Bliss, The
Hon’ble Mr. J. Grose and many others for their
liberal subscriptions to the Prize Fund.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
L. C. HODGSON, B.a,
Christ’s College, Camlbridge,
Head Master.

Breexs' Mesorian, Hiern Scroor,
September 1897.
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