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THE REGISTRAR OF THE

UNIVERSITY OF MADRAS,
To

The Hon’ble the Chief Secretary to the

Government of Fort St George.

With reference to 2,0, No 470 dated 7th August 1866, communi-

catine for consideration and report by the Syndicate G+ Co No 1057 i;

Judieial,dated 23rd June 1896 regarding the system of identifica~
tion by means of finger prints, 1 am direeted by the oyndicate
to communicate to you the following resolution passed thereon by 7|
it at the meeting held on the 1st instant:
L%
"Resolved that,in the opinion of the Syndicate,such a mode =
of identifvines candidates for University examinations is imprac-
{ -—“/
ticable and undesirable."
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I have the honor to be, b

Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

Registrar.
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Copy. of letter from UhE Inspector of Schools, Morthern circie qﬁh
o the mirector of Public T Pucton,lio D/651 dated 23rd B

\
sephenber 1898 it & +

L

with reference Yo your Proceedings Wo 9781 Adated thé

7ih ingtqnt=galling for ny views ron the question of the finger-

;p¥int system OT jdentification being introduced in connection e

‘- H1i saninations,I have T onour to state th =
Wluh‘nglkg ?fﬁﬂ{“@ ions, L 1 e the honour to stat that th
Ajfficul ity connected with the establishing and proper carrying

out of the systen is against it,while the object 1o be secured
iz hardly worth the trouble,In every Police or Peglstration office
+he thing is possible because +he number of pPersons in whose

cases finger-prints neeg be itaken would be a Tew only presenting

-

themselves at the wffice day by day ihroughout the gear.In the
case of public exaninaiions numbers assgemble from Aifferent and
widely distant places al 8n appointed ceptre for a Tixed time .

either a day or perhapt a week and no mere,lt would be impossible

a
144]

therefore al the time of the exanination to take the finger-print
unless under specisl arrangenents coslly alike Lo Government

and o the partiess concerned .t would therefore be necessary
that when the applic&bions for entrance 1O examination are sent
the finger prints should be sent with perhaps on the application.
The best way Lo arrange for this would be that each school
gending in pupils Uuo public exaninations should have special
provision made Tor ithe purposes.This would need wo be enforced
in the educational rules just as other natters regarding
building, furniture &c are enforced and grants would need to be
sanctioned for the requisite apparatus and perhaps '‘also Tor a
speciayklerk Lo do the bqsiness of taking the finger prinis
making the neces:ary records and for conduching necessary
corresponience &c.Other d4ifficulties would arise also which need o
not be entered upon.But in conclusion I would say that in the
education qepartment &boﬁé all others the introduction of a
systen which implies orininality and natural depravity is not in

keeping with the higher and nobler aims that it oug 1borsistently

vo strive 10 inculcate,The signature of a candidate to an

application is quite a different thing and certainly does not call

Lo his mind when swriting it the’ fact that he was thereby

affording a mneans Lo Tuture identification.In the cose of the
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From

Tug HovourasLe Mr. D. DUNCAN, Mm.a., D. 8., LL.D-
Dirkcror oF PusLic INSTRUCTION,

Madras,

To

C

g AW g e T LV :
he Secreiary Lo Governnent,

Local & Municipal Depariment,

I3 a : 5 T s (X i { 7 11/ 3 -~
Wiith reference to G.0.No 470 Fducaitional

Aat~s’A 7 * Ao 1 Ao ' Wweaxr o \ - 11 4 o o+
lated 7th August last,I have the honour to subnit the following

= The questiion of introducing the system of identification

by méans of finger-prints in connection with public and
competitive examinations was referred o the Principals of
Colleges, Inspectors of Schnols,zﬁ:peccr,ﬂses of “Girls?” Schools
and Assistant Inspectors of Schools for an expression of their

V1iews .

3. The Principals of ihe Presidency and Kuabakonam Colleges

of the Law and MGdgcal Colleges and Colleges of Engineering

and Agriculiure are not in favour of the introduction of the

system.They consider that

(l) in the first wlnce/ii is almost impracticable to introduce
the systen in view of the large number of candidates
appearing for most of the public -examinaltions held in this

Presidencys;

second plﬁug,even if this were possible it would not

be worth the trouble,heavy expense and waste of time the
systen would necessarily entail in view of ihe small

nunber of cases of falsgpersonaiion,and

=

(5) in the last plaue/wven if it were advantﬁgeous,itﬁ use wouldl

be an imputation on the general integrily of candidates
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\ in connection with any other examination or institution.

W flE T 00 W s v otk PR o I have the honour to be,
. was pegards the exominaiions of the University of Madras e i 0 | , ‘ Sir,
i T am opposed bo the introduction,of‘thé[ﬁégéu}e s sentiﬁental 3y ?i£  p'a . S Your most obedient servant,
as well as on p»r:acj:-‘j..b_\?al grounds.Though&eG'efbi? U"h'iversity very 1 g L .' L3 D93 %
préperty takes’ special precauiions to prevent, the minor = S y -S04 /ﬂ/l/t/‘/ AR

frauds of cribbing and copying in ihe exanmination I‘oom,it. Nisreetor ofT¥Public: Instruction,

P - S N , g g | X
would I think be opposed to all that is no‘blest in University r —— &4 - -

life and feeling to introduce 5 measure which ‘opparently takes

gran A ery candidste i ‘ | 3 R
for ted that every c S a p%eatia_g.. JLrininal : H.;“ _ e e, .
capable of committing or being a pariy to the graver fraud.s' 1.- o
of false personation and forgery.’iny University that should : u.r ‘; ' ".:r
give its consent to the adoption of ihe#heasures pRSpoiied g e e e 2 oA W

: 'F-‘L;;'I i =
would place itself in the hunilisting position of acknowled , - J’* g , iR

; 19‘:18118 _4, j-:'“ . ._41‘ | v

the futility of its Educaiiohal work and would gratuitously [

invite critics tP point the finger of scorw!
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,or BRe sysvem, Oopy of his 1et,t,er is herewith submitted for i t 3
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