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FrROM

J. P. HEWETT, EsQ, CLE.,
Secretary to the Government of India,

To
Tue SECRETARY 1o THE GOVERNMENT or MADRAS,
5 EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.
Home Department.
Education. G,

~ &
Simla, the ‘77— October 1897.

" SIR,

I Am directed to acknowlege the receipt of your letter No. 250, dated
the 4th May 1897, requesting that a special grant of three lakhs of Rupees may
be made from Imperial funds for the acquisition of a property called the “ Umdah
Bagh,” in which it is proposed to locate the Madrasa-i-Azam, or Muhammadan
School, in the city of Madras. It is stated that it was the intention of the
Government of Madras to make the grant from Provincial funds, but that the
crippled state in which therecent settlement of the contract with the Government
of India has left the Provincial treasury effectually precludes the Local Govern-
ment from doing so.

2. In reply I am to say that, even if other objections did not exist, it would
be impossible at present to make the grant requested. Imperial revenues are in
even more straitened circumstances than Madras Provincial Revenues, and the
amount mentioned is not available.

3. There is moreover the material objection that, as recognised by the Gov-
ernment of Madras, the proposed expenditure is of a class which is Provincial
under the terms of the Provincial settlement. That settlement imposes on the
Local Government the obligation either to meet Provincial expenditure, such as
that in question, from Provincial Revenues, or to postpone the incurring of it until
funds are available from them ; and it would be opposed to the principles of the
Provincial system for the Government of India to assist a Local Government in
meeting a purely Provincial obligation by a grant from Imperial Revenues. The
grounds of the request made in your letter, put shortly, are that the Government
of Madras consider the expenditure very desirable and that the Provincial
Revenues cannot at present afford the sum required. It would require a much
stronger case than is dl_scl_osed in your letter to justifly a special departure from
the principles of the Provincial settlement.

4. With reference to the inability of Provincial Revenues to meet the expendi-
ture, [ am also directed to say that it appears to the Governor General in Council
that the crippled state of Provincial funds to which reference is made in paragraph
5 of your letter is due, in part at any rate, to the reduction by the Madras Gov-
ernment of their available resources in making the large _grants to Municipalities,
to which reference was made in paragraph 7 of letter No. 1245-A., dated 16th
March 1897, from the Finance and Commerce Department. To these grants the
Governor General in Council makes no objection. They were made from the
funds which under the Provincial system are placed at the disposal of the Local
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