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Simla, the Jly ~ September 189.

‘»
B M SIR, Z
i e L I AM directed to forward for £ka wefesmnafim o) i oS
RXE o 5 > : /&,....h,. P a copy of a
ki< : Despatch and enclosures from the Secre-
s ind o | tary of State relative to the establishment
%! ’ of a system of education for the deaf and dumb inhabitants of India. Iam

to say that, while the Government of India adhere to the view, expressed in the
R 37 B i{' b Home Department Resolution noted in the
' margin, that the assistance of Government
in this matter should, as a rule, be limited to grants in aid of public or private
charity, they nevertheless trust that, where institutions for the training of deaf-
mutes are established or where a scheme for establishing them is set on foot,

ot T Y TN PR will, as far as possible, aid in their
formation and maintenance.

No. g—',%"_c:{:—”’ dated the 13th September 1893.
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I have the honour to be,
SIR,

Your most obedient Servant, A

L . Thoo ST

Deputy Secretary to the Government of India.
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INDIA OFFICE;

London, 15t Fuly 189y.
Public,

No. 66.

To His Excellency the Right Honourable the Governor General of

\’““%“""""" India in Council.

My LORD,
{

I forward, for the consideration of Your Excellency’s Government, a petition
From Home Ofice, dated June for the establishment of a system of education for
roth, 1897, with eaclosure. the deaf and dumb inhabitants of India which by

. Her Majesty’s Command has been referred to this Department.

2. Mr. Maginn, the promoter of the petition, is the writer of the accom-
ok, 8 panying letter on the same subject which appeared
R ot in the Z4mes in August 1896.
I have the honour to be,
My Lorbp,

Your Lordship’s most obedient, humble Servant,
GEORGE HAMILTON.

No. B.-24254, dated Home Office, Whitehall, the roth June 18097.
To—The Under-Secretary of State, India Office.

I am directed, by the Secretary of State, to transmit to you, to be laid before
Lord George Hamilton, the accompanying petition to the Queen, forwarded to this
office by Mr. Francis Maginn, praying that schools and teachers may be provided
for the education of the deaf-mutes in India, The petition has been laid before
the Queen, and referred by Her Majesty’s command to your Department, and
Mr. Maginn has been so informed.

C.S. MURDOCH.

To

HER MOST GRACIOUS MAJESTY VICTORIA, QUEEN oF GREAT
BRITAIN anp IRELAND, EMPRESS oF INDIA, Erc., ETC.

WE, your Majesty’s faithful subjects and others, being a portion of and
representing the educated deaf-mute po.pulatlon. of your Majesty’s Dominions
and other countries in Europe and America, desire respectfully and earnestly
to represent the great need of education whxch. exists among the deaf-mute

opulation of India. We would gratefully call to mind the inestimable benefits
which have been conferred during your Majesty’s Life and Reign, upon ourselves
and the class to which we belong. To all preceding generations of tHe deaf
until a century ago education was non-existent or pnattamablp. We have now
been happily brought, by the education we have received, to enjoy the blessings
of civilisation and religion and earnestly desire that the same blessing should be
extended to the 150,000 living sufferers from life-long deafness among the popu-
lation of India. For us and for our fellow-countrymen in other parts of the
world at least 500 special schools are open, while in the whole of the vast territory
of India there 1s but one of recent foundation, containing less than thirty pupils.



Bombay itself, in which the Institution stands contaj

: . ns §g1 ¥ .
races, the Presidency containg over 16,000, a'md the wﬁsosle ;lfe alfn?ﬁte: (;f tdnlﬁetet!t
ously estimated at from g 59,000 t0 200,000 soyls, As the Indian 0 ;1 e:irr:

now so largely admitted to Ep lish rights and 2 .
R i o bl Ty you% Majgst ys and privileges, educa}xon and rehgxops
influence and authority to establish within

brethren in the East have never known,
And your Majesty’s Petitioners wil] eyer pray.

\
THE DEAF o INDIA,

To THE Eprrog of ¢

SIR,—Allow me to bring to yo 3 .
miserable condition of oyr %eaf yfel;fo:v?;ft%:&i tﬁithﬁl gglce of your readers the :
deaf-(rinute, I na}tlurall\lJy take a deep interest jn People similar] i 8!:d myself a
a student at the Nationg] Deaf-Mute College at Washin Y - Icted. While
Amegca,‘g'}]]l?re I Nvivas. sent by my father, the Revd. C. A L%t:gni;m e
was Dr. William nn, of F g ! : Rt )

e Aie do R dia.aglAfter m;as:el; s Magazine, events happened to dray my

S umn to s
citizen of Calcutta to go there and start ah:lc?;i l lf:radt :orrespondence with 2
happened which induced me to give up the Profect € deaf. But eyents

From tgfe lqst CENsus report | understand ¢},
people in India in whose ears the syeet hu e
sounds. For this Incredibly Jarge numb?:novmce it
small schools containing not more than 50 pup;
. X upils,
in four thousand deaf-mutes receive education wlh?le tixne — words, only one
it than their hearing brethren, : ’ Y are

I am glad that I did not go to Calcutta .

our midst now a young man,g Babu J, Ban::o'?p?hi s;lilt(;nd’ for we haye in-
friends, started the Calcutta Deaf and Dum}, Se ’001 in ,M the he{g' of some
to investigate the various methods of teaching the 4 ay, 1893,
in October 1894, He was Present at the Britigh Deaf ans came to England
Congress, held at Dublin in August 1893, By an cloquent Dllnib SOciation o
hearts of tl3e membe.rs of the Belfast Deaf ang Dumb_s eech he A
who sent him at their expense to the Washington Deaf-bl[ssmnaty
course of training. During his stay in the United States, Mr Bute College for a
were paid by the Government of that country, He ;vas h

not only by President Cleveland, but ajso by Sir Julian Paunc?fn tey Welcomed,
sador, and Dr. E. M. Gallandet, the President of the College, Ol€, our Ambgs.

Mr. Banerji has come back to London and is about
Young though Le is Mr. Banerji is a highly-cultureq persgn :v‘;tbretum to lndi?.
heart and broad mind, i \ = L)
sides of the Atlantic. He has acquainted himself with ] the wvari

of teaching the deaf, and through his admirable common senge h Lo
with people of diverse opinions, S¢ has made friends

HE Ziygs.
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We have heard from Mr. Banerji with heart beating the pitiable condition
of our unfortunate fellow-subjects in India.

The two small schools—one at Bombay and the other at Calcutta—cannot
be efficiently conducted unless more funds come, The institution at Bombay
1s the result of a missionary enterprise, while that at Calcutta is an entirely
unsectarian native movement having among the members of the managing
committee Hindus, Muhammadans and Christians. To the former the Govern.
ment grant-in-aid is Rs, 100 a month, and the Municipal contribution 15 Rs. 1,800
per annum, '

To the school at Calcutta, with 26 pupils—~two Christians and the rest :
Hindus—the Government have not yet thought fit to give any aid. This, | am Ay

.

3

- iolation of their solemn promise which they made a
e lsAta th%?:cslu::tﬂz?ilrlle late Royal Com&ission, the then Secretary
! ywsf ag;)r;dia instituted an inquiry. The Government of India refused to
e Orh Is for the deaf themselves, but’ promised to help any private
st;:;tr;gzesc ’(IJ‘(I)le school at Calcutta is a private enterprise and a successful
en .

one. The people of India have no knowledge of the fact that deaf-mutes can

P it it. So that the school at Calcutta can
icwsplean z:mir:he);:;:tl::tli);lczglt fl:om them for some years to come until it
hardly exdpt_ac tili{ A few friends of the deafin the United Kingdom have
e ltsf ul effg;ts to give Mr. Banerji's school a start by raising some
madeysﬁgfgsfz: its aid ; a very small sum can render a great service to it now.
mone

i -di eaders feel inclined to make a little sacrifice,
oA onyoHu;g;an’It_??zu(:;pgfs iger Belfast Deaf and Dumb Missionary Society,

i Fisherwick-place, Belfast, Ireland, will be very glad to receive and acknow-
| § '

o e Calcutta School.
ledge any contributions on behalf of the Ca bRy

18, LEACROFT-ROAD, DERBY; .
FRANCIS MAGINN.

Dated August 17th, 1896.

G. C. Press, Simla.~No, 1352 H, D.=~17:0-07.~ 300,
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