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| Examination in Handwriting and Dictation.

Directing that an — be, in future, held in the month of May, at which under-graduate
\. J candidates for the public service, who have not passed in these subjects at the Upper Secondary
% :

examination, may appear.
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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—the following papers :—

Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue), Mis. No. 137 |
10th April 1897. ), Mis. No. 1371, dated

Read—the following 1e3;,ercfrom V. A. BRODIE, Esq., Collector of Géddvari, to the
Secretary to the Commissioners of Land Revenue, dated Cocanada, 9th :
1897, Ref. No. 1119-Ver. :— ! vcanada, 9th March

I have .the‘honom:.t.o bring to the notice of the Board the difficulties experienced
in this district in obtaining qualified men for acting vacancies in taluk offices.

9. The enclosed statement shows the number of vacancies—both acting and
permanent——in the several taluk offices on the 15th September last and the number
filled up. Therewere five permanent and thirty-one acting vacancies, in all of which
gix were filled by qualified persons, twenty-four by unqualified men, and six vacant f;)r
want of even unpassed candidates. Even in the Huzur and Divisional offices, the
want of qualified men is often felt in spite of repeated advertisements in the IIz:nn”u
Fort St. George Gazette and District Gazette, and unqualified men appointed to tempoi
rary vacancies. I need not add that unpassed men who have no prospects of conﬁi‘-
mation take no interest in their work, nor do Tahsildars find it worth while to take
pains to train them up in office work.

3. The evil, it will be thus seen, is no imaginary one, and I request that the Board
will be pleased to move Government to suspend the rules for at least three years in so
far as taluk gumastahships are concerned, so as to enable me to appoint Matriculates
and F.As. who have not passed the Handwriting testto posts of Rs. 15 per mensem
either permanently or for long acting vacancies. It may also be laid down that no
man entertained under this concession shall be admitted to any Special test exami-
nation or be capable of holding a post carryfhg more than Rs. 15 a month, until he has
fully qualified himself for superior Government service under the rule,es. The evil
exists in, and I constantly receive complaints from, divisional offices, but in their case
the matter is not so pressing and therefore I do not ask for the suspension of the rules
in their case.

4, If the above request cannot be complied with, I would suggest -
native remedy that the date of the Handwritilng test ex’aminution slgxﬁusl'fl 1?31&}:23
It now takes place in the beginning of December, just before the Matriculation and
F.A. examinations, so that those who pass these last examinations cannot appear
for it and qualify themselves for Government service for a full year, even when the
have not the means or the intention of prosecuting their studies further. This delay
of course, is a direct incentive to all who canto carry their studies on further, and

those who do so for one year are not likely, if by any means it can be avoided, to *

throw them up in the middle of the course for the next examination in order to take
up small Government appointments. If the examination were held either twice a
year (April and October), or evenonly in Aprilin place of December, it would decidedly
inerease the supply of qualified men willing to take up low-paid appointments. 1t

e el < T T
< i .

i No. 357, EpucatroNar, 29ru June 1897, 3

D A AP

might be laid down (whether the examination is held once or twice a year) that
applications for the April examination must be sent in within fifteen days or thirty
days, as may be decided, of the results of the Matriculation examination being published
in the Fort St. George Guzette. 1f this suggestion commends itself to the Board as
preferable to the first one, I request it will be pleased to address the Commissioner

" of Government Examinations on the subject through Government.

———

Resolution—Mis. No. 1871, dated 10th April 1897.

Submitted for the orders of Government.

9 The Collector proposes to suspend the Examination rules temporarily for three
years in the case of appointments of taluk gumastahs on Rs. 15. He appears to
recommend the concession chiefly in order to appoint Matriculates and F.As. who have
not passed the Handwriting test to posts of Rs. 15 per mensem. As the majority of
such persons are likely to qualify themselves by passing the Handwriting test within
a year of their appointment, the Board considers that it will be sufficient if exemp-
tions are granted to them until the publication of the results of the next of such
examination. This concession can be granted by the Board under G.O., No. 287,
Kducational, dated 8th May 1896, communicated in Board’s Proceedings, No. 191,
dated 2nd June 1896.

3 The Board supports the Collector’s suggestion that the examination in Hand-
writing may be held either twice a year—2.c., in April and October—or once only
in April instead of in December, so as to enable Matriculates and F.As. to pass the test
and enter Government service without loss of time.

(True Extract.)

(Signed) R, O C:. CARR,
. Secretary.

To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department.

———

Eadt. Mis. No. £20562.
Transferred to the Educational Department.

(Signed) G. STOKES,
92nd April 1897. " Ag. Secy. to Govt.

From the Honble Mr. D. DUNCAN, m.a, DSc., 11.p., Commissioner for
Government Examinations, to the Secretary to Government, Educational
Department, dated Madras, 2nd June 1837, No. 296—-3-D.

With reference to your endorsement, No. 994, dated 6th May 1897, referring to
me for remarks certain proposals made in the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue,
Mis. No. 1871, dated 10th April 1897, I have the honour to state that the ‘¢ Hand-
writing and Dictation test  has, strictly speaking, no independent existence, forming,
as it does, part of the test in ¢ English language "in the Upper Secondary examination.
This examination used in former years to be held in the month of May, but for the
last three years it has been held 1n December in accordance with the notification of
September 1893. So long, therefore, as the Upper Secondary examination is held in
December— and this is the most convenient time for it—the Handwriting and Dictation
test must also be held in December, if it is o continue lo be a part of the Upper
Secondary examinalion. :
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il 9. Whether the necessities of the public service are such as to rec uire any alter-

{ I | )
! { ation in the date of the Handwriting and Dictation test, I am, of course, unable to > et / :
1 L& AL o Ao/ :
-

say, but if any such alteration is to be made, it will be necessary to make the Hand- "

writing test a separafe examination perfectly independent of the Upper Secondary PR
| examination. In this case, the examination could be held, not in the month of April CURRENT NO ;_,.w;fv'fi,_"’ :‘
g as proposed, but in the month of May. The Matriculation results are mnot published 5 -
)1 before the middle of February and are not likely to be known at the most distant : PERN S s
! : laces in the Presidency before the end of February. One month at least must be ; (ALY R
T allowed to intending candidates for the submission of their upplicatinns, and one month , ' ,,_j
or a month-and-a-half to my office for the checking of applications, the preparation :

and printing of the nominal list, and the putting up and despatch of the question " j
papers to the several centres. Apart from these reasons, April would not be a con- Foka
venient month for the Handwriting test, as it is the month in which the Technical ’ Nalit Y S il Dt 5
examinations are held, the arrangements for which take up almost the whole time of - ¥ ' Oeiremy W/
my office. _ it _/

3. In his letter to the Board of Revenue, Mr. Brodie expresses the belief that 1
the proposed alteration in the date of the examination  would decidedly increase the From A
supply of qualified men willing to take up low-paid appointments ”. Some relief o T ML 5 /
would, perhaps, be afforded if the alteration were made, but it would not be much. Cﬂ,&p = 7@(_(,;4&_{‘_ ( fx &/ /* e 1,/ > L1 K 23 e Ttedks
I am inclined to think that the difficulty Mr. Brodie finds in tilling up vacancies > & ¥ L !
arises not so much from the inconvenient date :1t‘w}u_c}1 the !I;unlwrltgug test 18 NOw iWMWM //m'-/% 20572 % 5 , b R A
' held as from the paucity of * passed candidates " in his district—candidates who have Order oo . Sk Wﬁ/ |- g

passed, that is, the Upper Secondary or the Matriculation examination. If it were 3 5 g
merely a question of the Handwriting test, the remedy suggested by the Board, in ;
paragraph 2 of its proceedings, would prove just as effectual as any alteration in | 137/
: the date of examination. :
: ./"mw/mwﬁ Ay L No7##€ 11:cc

4. In determining the question now under consideration, there is one point, it {

seems to me, which ought not to be overlooked. The Matriculation examination 18

a University examination, the passing of which enables candidates to enter upon & £ dn LA Ap%,x/f A / WL-ZVA«VM/('
collegiate course. Those who appear for and pass this examination instead of the
Government Upper Secondary examination may be supposed to be animated with a ‘ p;
‘ desire to study for the higher University examinations to which the Matriculation || ; Dated JOth Lpril 1897
‘ examination admits them. Looking at the matter from this point of view, it does ; /7 -
] not seem desirable, in the interests of the candidates, to encourage them at this early : 't/;/"/iu s Re ived FASINEEN 2.
; stage of their education to give up their studies and enter the service of Govern- ‘ cewea ‘o { ‘
: ment, and 1t ought to be no hardship to them if they have to wait a whole year before ‘ wﬁ i hr ks i
! W C A58 3 s v1tine tes {ve ' . 2o oty 3 ] : ] ﬁ»vt‘/ie{dﬁ—, A-fy"y., R P é 7
‘ they can pass the Handwriting test. Even if the examination were held in May ; 8y28tered /A——

they would have to wait nearly half-a-year. i(‘ M / ‘
| Enclosures *.

l : o
t H Orper—No. 357, Educational, dated 29th June 1897. | / L7 Sparc copies
An examination in Handwriting and Dictation will, in future, be held in the ‘ [ﬁvﬂ ;

° 5 ! [
month of May, at which under-graduate candidates for the public service, who have i
not passed in these subjects at the Upper Secondary examination, may appear. This ‘l
examination will be independent of the Upper Secondary examination.

SUBJECT.

(True Extract.)

Stbnitting to Governnent ‘.t"fé..'u*w-».ﬂ{n

Seeretary lo Government. {

To the Board of Revenue (Land Revenue). "gud o /'ﬁl P letter fron the Collector of —-
, Commissioner for Government Examinations. 4 *9\{ . 7/74‘ 7 ‘;‘/ g ‘r/7 »

,,  Director of Public Instruction, ‘ . Y Godrvari Droposing Lemporiry -—-

redsiation of exznination rules
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