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No. 2 or 1897, - Ak
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA,
FINANCE AND COMMERCE DEPARTMENT.

SALARIES, ESTABLISHMENTS, Ete.
Local and other allowances.

To

Tae Riear HoNoURABLE LORD GEORGE FRANCIS HAMILTON p
Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India.

Calcutta, the 6th January 1897,
My Lorbp,

WE have the honour to forward a copy of correspondence with
the Government of Madras, regarding the grant of a local allowance of R200
a month to Mr. E. Thurston, Superintendent of the Government Central
Museum at Madras, for the performance of additional work as librarian of
the Connemara Free Library.

2. We did not feel able to accept the proposal as it was first submitted
in Mr. Price’s letter of the 20th February 1896, and we suggested that the
Madras Municipality should contribute towards the maintenance of the library,
that it should be managed by a representative committee, and that the proposed
allowance should, if possible, be limited to R100 2 month.

3. The Government of Madras have now represented that the Connemara
Free Library is a Government institution maintained entirely from provincial
revenues, and that it would not be desirable to entrust its management to any
non-official body. They urge that as Mr. Thurston is to have the sole manage-
ment of the library, and be responsible for the building in which it is located,
his position will be essentially different from that of the librarians of other
Indian libraries, and that in these circumstances a reduction in the amount of
the allowance at first named would not be desirable.

4. We have pointed out to the Government of Madras that they should
not have undertaken, without prior reference to us, the establishment and main.
tenance of a public library, as such an institution is not in the category of
recognised objects of expenditure from the revenues of the State, We are,
however, now satisfied that in the circumstances the present proposals are
reasonable, and we therefore recommend that a local allowance of R200 a month
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may be granted to Mr. Thurston whilst he performs the additional duties of
librarian of the Connemara Free Library. The Government of Madras have

&

stated that this allowance will not necessarily be continued to Mpy, Thurston’s
successors, and we understand that the whole arrangement will be reconsidered
when he relinquishes charge of the Government Centra] Museum or of the|
library.

We have the honour to be,

My Lorp,
Your Lordship’s most obedient, humblé"Servants,
(Signed) ELGIN,
» G. 8. WHITE.
»  J. WESTLAND,
»  J. WOODBURN.
» M. D. CHALMERS.
9 E. H. H. COLLEN.
- A, C. TREVOR.

No. 2.-Ex,
P T Cory forwarded to Home Department for
information.
By order,
R. M. DANE,

Deputy Secy. to the Govt. of India,

S,

P o .

Schedule of papers.

1. Letter from the Government of Madras, No. 95 (Educa-
tional), dated the 20th February 1896.

2. Letter to the Government of Madras, No. 965, dated the
29th June 1896, '

3. Letter from the Government of Madras, No. 5564 (Educa~
tional), dated the 11th September 1896,
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