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From
I'ue COUNCIL OF THE

Mapras CHRISTIAN COLLEGE,

To '

THE SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT.
SIR,
W have the honour through you to address His Exceriexey Tue
Goveryor 1§ Couscin with regard to a rule of discipline” which has been inserted
in the last revision of the Madras Educational Rules. The first meeting of the Council
of the Madras Christian College since the publication of that revision, was held on
the 2nd December 1896, and, in virtue of a resolution unanimously adopted at that
meeting, we now embrace the earliest opportunity of inviting attention to a rule which
we cannot but regard as standing in need of reconsideration and revision.

9. The new rule appears in para. 31 (a) of the Madras Educational Rules,
and is one of several which apply to “ Upper Secondary Schools and to Special Schools
teaching up to the Standards of the Technical Examination,”—and, apparently, to
such Institutions only. It runsas follows :— Every pupil shall wear a clean and
decent dress, and, in cases where good manners require 1t, a turban. The wearing of
caps in schools 1s not permitted.”

3. We are at a loss to know what the new rule means and how it is intend-
ed to apply it in practice. The first part of it, wiz., < Every pupil shall wear a clean
and decent dress,” is old, and no objection will be raised to 1t by any one. Nor, if it
stood alone, should we object to the new addition to the first sentence, viz., ¢ and, in
every case where good manners require it, a turban.” Tt is the second sentence, V%
« The wearing of caps in school is not permitted,” that introduces difficulties both of
interpretation and of application. There are two ways in which the new rule, when
viewed in the light of this second sentence, may be understood and applied. It appears
to us that whichever of these two methods of interpretation be followed, difficulties
will arise in the application of the rule which cannot have been foreseen by those by
whom it was devised.

4. According to the ordinary rules of politeness in Southern India, turbans
are worn in public by men of any standing in Hindu society, but not by boys, unless
on very rare occasions of special festivity or ceremonial.  Of course it is hard to
dofine the exact point at which a young person ceases tobe a boy and becomes @
man ; but the point can scarcely be fixed lower than the time when he completes his
seventeenth year and, perhaps, i it is to be fixed at all, ought to be fixed somewhat
later. Now 1t seems fair enough, according to the standard of Hindu manners, to
expect those who are no longer looked upon as boys to wear turbans “in every case
where good manners require it.” But the great majority of Hindu pupils in Upper
Secondary Schools are below, and most of them much below, the age of seventeen.
They are certainly to be regarded mnot as men but as boys, and are therefore mot,
required to wear turbans by the standard of good manners accepted in the community
to which they belong. A question thus arises as to what the new rule aims at laying
down about the head-dvess of the great bulk of the pupils attending Upper Secondary
Schools, that is of Hindu schoolboys from about thirteen to about seventeen years
of age. 1t the new rule stopped at the end of the first sentence, any one familiar
with the customs that have pre sailed from time immemorial in the city of Madras
would suppose the intention to be that pupils below seventeen or thereabout should
wear becoming caps of some kind and that those above that age should wear turbans.
This interpretation seems, however, to be excluded by the second sentence of the rule.
There remain two possible interpretations of what is meant to be prescribed for
Hindu pupils who are still boys, wiz., (@) that they should attend school bare-headed,
or (b) that they should be compelled to follow the ordinary fashion of full-grown
men and wear turbans.

5. Tn support of giving the former of the above interpretations to the new
rule, it may be urged that in some parts of India, as for instance in Bengal, it i3
held to be polite and becoming for all Hindus, both men and boys, to appear in public
bare-headed, and that in most parts even of Southern India, where politeness requires
men to cover the head, boys are not expected to wear any head-dress. The main
objection to giving this interpretation to the new rule is that in other parts of
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