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SIR,

[ AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 95 (Educa-

'tion) of the 2oth ‘Febipary) 1896, recommending the grant to Mr. Thurston,

Superintendent of the Governfent Central Museum, Madras, of a personal
allowance of Rs. 200 a month in consideration of the additional work and re-
sponsibility which will devolve on him if, as is proposed, he is appointed Principal
Librarian of the “ Connemara Free Library.” Mr. Thurston is in receipt of a
salary of Rs. 800 as Superintendent of the Government Central Museum.

2. It is observed that Mr. Thurston’s abilities and personal characteristics
have rendered his retention in his post as Superintendent of the Govern-
ment Museum, Madras, so important that the Governor in Council would have
been prepared, had the necessity for such a course arisen, to propose an increase
in his substantive pay rather than lose his services, and that the allowance which
it is now proposed to give him, and which will not necessarily be continued to
his successor, will therefore effect two objects, in that it will afford Mr, Thurston
an inducement to remain in his present appointment, and at the same time pro-
vide a Librarian for the Ccnnemara Free Library. :

2. Inreply I am to say, with reference to the latter argument, that the
Government of India think that it would be better to consider the question
whether an allowance should be given to Mr, Thurston for undertaking the duties
of Librarian at the Connemara Free Library on its own merits and apart from
any question whether his salary would, in order to induce him to remain in the
post of Superintendent of the Government Central Museum, have to be raised
above the maximum sanctioned by the Secretary of State.

4. The proposal to give to Mr. Thurston for his services as a Librarian a
salary of Rs. 200 a month, to be paid by Goverament, has led to an examination |
of the practice followed elsewhere in regard to the support given by~ Government
to public libraries; and | am to say that, while the circumstances of the libra-

I, ries in places such as Calcutta, Allahabad and Bombay vary considerably, and
are doubtless not identical with those obtaining in Madras, the arrangements at
 present in force clearly indicate a general recognition of the principle that the

maintenance of public libraries should be provided mainly from municipal grants
and contributions by the public. This principle is one which seems to the Gov-
ernment of India to be a very proper one and they would therefore be obliged if
the Madras Government would reconsider the proposal to grant the Librarian a
monthly allowance paid wholly by the Government, and would endeavour to
arrange that the Municipality and the public should contribute towards the up-
keep of the institution and to the Librarian’s salary. If an arrangement of this




2

nature is made, and if the management of.the library, constituted on the above
basis, is entrusted to a representative committee, it would be within the power of
the Government of Madras to make a grant-in-aid towards the maintenance of the
library and the Government of India would have no objection to Mr, Thurston, if
appointed to be Librarian, being allowed to receive an allowance to be assigned
to him by the committee. -

5. Regarding the amount of the allowance proposed by the Government of
Madras, I am to say that the sum of Rs. 200 a month would appear to have been
arrived at more with reference to the desirability of raising Mr. Thurston’s salary
than upon a consideration of what would be an ‘adequate remuneration to him for
undertaking the post of Librarian. The Librarians in the libraries in Calcutta,

Bombay and Allahabad, which appear most neatly to correspond with the Con- .

nemara Free Library, receive salaries which, as a rule, do not exceed Rs. 100;
and I am to suggest that the Madras Government might consider whether the
services of a competent Librarian could not be secured for Rs. 100, of which part
at least would be met, as elsewhere, from-private subscriptions,

I have the honour to be,

SIR,

Your most obedient Servant,

A P fepett

Secretary to the Government of Indza.
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