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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

READ——the following paper :(—

From the Honw’ble Mr. D. DUNCAN, ma., D.Sc, LL.p., Director of Publio
Instruction, to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated Ootacamund, lst
June 1896, No. C-127.

1 have the honour to submit, for the information of Government, my Proceedings,
No. 5794, dated 28th May 1896, reviewing report on the working of the Government
Oriental Manuscripts Library during 1895-96.

|ty
ENCLOSURE.

ProcerpiNGs of the Director of Public Instruction, dated 28th May 1896, No. 5794,

Read the following letter from the Curator, Government Oriental Manuscripts Library,
to the Director of Public Instruction, dated Madras, 2nd May 1896, No. 9:—

T have the honour to submit my report on the working of the Government
Oriental Manuscripts Library for the year 1895-96.

9. P. N. Sreenivasacharyar, sub. pro fem. clerk of the library, after one month’s
leave without pay from the 10th June 1895, resigned his post on the 22nd July, and
was succeeded by C. Rajagopalacharyar, who was appointed on the 25th July.
8. Vaidyanatha Sastriar, Vernacular Munshi of the library, has been absent during
the whole of the year on sick leaye on medical certificate. N, Rangacharyar, Assistant
librarian, died on the 25th December, and P. Varadacharyar, who was acting for
8. Vaidyanatha Sastriar, was permanently appointed to the vacant assistant librarian-
ship ; and Visvesvara Sastriar was appointed to act for 8. Vaidyanatha Sastriar.

3. The annual grant of Rs. 600 for contingencies was spent in the following
manner :—

R T X
In transeribing manuseripts 383 13 4
In purchasing o e 8 0 0
In binding 5y bes WP % [
Minor contingencies Gon s we MBS 8

Total ..~ 597 0 0

——

4, During the year under report, 46 Sanskrit manuscripts were copied for the
library, and 13 Sanskrit, two Telugu and one Tamil manuscripts, which were in
a damaged condition, were restored. Twenty-eight sanskrit and 11 Tamil manuseripts
were purchased. The number of manuscripts presented to the library is 96, of which
17 manuscripts were obtained through Dr. E. Hultzsch.

5. The library was visited by 1,31 persons, of whom 672 were readers, 825
copyists, and 34 were mere visitors. The corresponding m}mbers in the previous
year were 1,484, 618, 710 and 156, respectively. The following statement shows the
numbers of persons who copiea and read manuscripts on each subject, and also the

total of those numbers ;—

i
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3 No. of | No. of
Bubjeots, copyists.| readers,| Lotel. Subjects. No. of | No. of Aot
Pyists. €ra.
D ——
1. History .. . . 117 38 165 | 24. Commentaries op Veda o
2. Poetry ) oid 5o 61 92 153 | 25. Jaina religion i . 13 3 16
3. Grammar .. < ‘e 69 46 115 | 26. Vedic ritusls 3 . 14 1 16
4. Morality .. oo .- 83 28 111 | 27, Architecture ¢ . 13 1 e
H. Purana s . o 49 45 94 | 28. Music ¥ o . 1 13 ]
6. Local Record oo o 59 26 85 | 29. Inscriptions < . 4 9 13
7. Astrology .. e o 42 39 81 | 80. Grhya . & . 2 9 1
8. Mantra .o s s 49 17 86 | 81. Yogasastra .. 6 1 7
9. Agama o Ve o 4(5) 13 23 gg .l;msoldy ¥ % " 1 2 -
10. Catalogue .. % s 46 i . Jugglery (jalavi . Y
TR DA A e 21 50 |34 Gontta (]_. “dyf‘) wutbn e H -
12. Medicine * .. e o 14 39 63 | 85. Palmistry .. . % S
13. Vedie Theology .. o 42 2 44 | 36. Sranta e 4 -
14. Eulogium on Deities . 23 17 40 | 87. Upanishads 3 <
15. Story 0 TG Aok EaD 21 86138 Kalpe 000 13 iy iy 2 .
16. Nyayasastra e s 20 9 20 |39, Blogm hy .. o, . 1 5
17. DKnr'mo.saatra . . 13 15 28 | 40, Agriculture 3 v 1 X
18. Epic poems .. o s 10 16 26 | 41. Geography ., i :: . 1 i
19. Rhetoric .. 8 3 7 18 25 ;; 1 1
20. Veda o ) o 4 20 24 Visitors k .
21. Drama e . . 2 18 20 ] SN v 31 X
22. Lexicor; ORI ltli 12 ig P =
23. Vedalakshana oo e g =
A o N £V 7111 U8
* Including horse medicine.

6. With regard to the work done by the staff of the libry,
to state that thecclerk, besides attending to the wants of visitorsz;:tilf:lvgegfeﬁonom
portions of Hindustani, Persian, Tamil and Telugu catalogues, g exacgs etg
some Tamil works of literary importance and the Tamil transcript made sy omlq

The Assistant librarian and the Vernacular Munshi, besides attend; t?)y:;t.
ordinary clerical and other works, examined the transeripts made by co:)lygists an:;
superintended the peons’ works. A detailed account of their dutjes is given in last
report. They also prepared two catalogues—one, of the books collected during the
past year, and another, a descriptive one of manuseripts collected during 189394
and revised and improved 450 slips of the descriptive catalogue of all the Sanskrit
works of the library prepared by Dr. Oppert. Three months were spent in the pre-
paration of the annual catalogue, about six mounths in the preparation of the descriptive
catalogue of manuscripts of 1893-94, and about one month in revising and improving
450 slips of the catalogue of the Sanskrit manuseripts of the library.

7. With regard to the descriptive catalogue of the manuscripts collected during
1893-94, I beg to say that P. N. Srinivasacharyar, the clerk of the library, was absent
from 10th June last, and after an absence of more than a month, resigned his post,
and that C. Rajagopalacharyar was appointed to the post on 25th J uly.  During this
interval, the Assistant librarian or the Pandit had to do the duties of the clerk.
The officers and the peons of the library were fully engaged for a month and-a-half
in February and March in removing the library to the Central Museum and
re-arranging the manuscripts in the shelves of the new building, and could not do ap
other work. Owing to these causes and also to the absence of S, Vaidyanatha Sastriar
Vernacular Munshi, throughout the last, and seven months of the previous year an(i
the sudden death of N. Rangacharyar, the Assistant librarian, and the frequ e’nt chajnges
in the official staff of the library, the descriptive catalogue of the manuscripts, collected

during the year 1893-94 has been unavoidably dels red o+ but it w: J
submiézted to you in this month. y aelayed; but it will be finished and

8. Owing to the same causes mentioned ahg
in the descriptive catalogue of the Sanskrit man‘;?(;;t?agf Itl}?:; glzgfer?%ch progggss
was commenced by Dr. Oppert in 1888, Tn mv last oot T T uolt l;lary which
from the reports of 1891-92 anq 1892-983, which clearly Y that ((,lne_teh' .ﬁ’asfs"g"s
cataloghe Wasprapared 1o four years, and that the remaining two-thj e en
logue, which would require ejg 8§ two-thirds of the catg-

ht years : 1

: g ars aceor: 1

e thﬁse e 001<311{g to the above rate of working, were
m m the § We can infer that there was much hy

li)x:};hfopgi?;;a:?n's:rtWo-t.léirds O the catalogue. In connection with this matt

ot e on}e cat:;pm eration the followipg facts also :—Former] (;v atter, I
was forwarded with thé Xi‘llle Plrepared of th‘e books collecto S g pla s they ‘ea‘;l'y .});'ea}:
the catalogues of the manu:;i Iti:pgfrt, b'wdes-the publication of the two}voh’n‘;esl (:)f
nothing beyond the name of thg Private libraries of Southern India, containing

Wanuseript and of jtg author, the subject-matter of
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the manuscript, and the number of the pages and the number of lines on each page.
Most of the catalogues were prepared by the owners of the manuscripts, and the
officers of the library were chiefly employed in correcting the proofs according to
those original copies. But, now, the officers of the library are to study every manus-
cript acquired during the year and collect all the materials which throw light on the
history of the author, his contemporaries, and other authors, their works, and so on.
A catalogue of the same kind was prepared of the manuscripts of the Sanskrit libraries
of North Arcot and Chittoor in 1883, when I was acting for the Curator of the library,
and the plan was highly approved of in your Proceedings, the number and date of
which will be communicated in a day or two. Similar catalogues are prepared by
Professors Peterson, Bhandarkar and others who are engaged in the search and
preservation of Sanskrit manuseripts in the north. I also wished to prepare catalogues
of the same description for the manuscripts collected during each year or two years.
This is a work which requires a critical and patient study and thought. Different
works should be studied and considered from different points of view. 'The Pandits
of the library were quite new to such study of manuscripts and I had to guide and
instruct them in their new mode of studying and examining the contents of the
manuscripts. The greater portion of the year is spent in preparing this catalogue and
some months are devoted to the preparation of the annual catalogue of each year.
With reference to the preparation of the descriptive catalogue of the Sanskrit manus-
cripts of the library, Dr. Oppert is himself in favour of proceeding with the work

slowly according to the following statement which appears in his annual report of
1391-92 :—

“It is a work of great compass, and as many extracts must be made with
aceuracy, it can only progress slowly.” I beg to add also that he further says in the
same report, “It (viz., the descriptive catalogue) consists of about 15,000 slips, each
containing the name of a work, a short description of the manuscript, and passages
from the beginning and the end of it,” and that, in my humble opinion, such a work
will be a merely dry and uninteresting one, and to make it really useful and instrue-
tive, more matter should be added, and that the numerous errors and insccuracies
which have crept into the eatalogue owing to the haste with which it was brought to
a close should be carefully corrected. Under these circumstances, I request that
Government will be pleased to allow me four years more for the revision of the cata-
logue of the Sanskrit manuscripts of the library which was prepared by Dr. Oppert,
and the improvement of it on the lines indicated above.

I beg to mention also that, as Dr. Oppert has published an Alphabetical Tndex of
the manuseripts of the library which servesall the purposes of reference, there is no
necessity of hastening the revision and publication of the descriptive catalogue of the
Sanskrit manuscripts of the library.

9. The following is a list of printed books, pamphlets and periodicals presented to
and purchased for the library : —

No. Name of book. Number
of copies.
1. The English Translation of the Mahabharata Asvamedhaparva ... 2
2. The Pandit, Volume XVII : 2
3. The Hindujanasamskarini, a monthly Journal in English and Telugu. 1
4. A descriptive catalogue of Sanskrit manuscripts in the library of
the Caleutta Sanskrit College, No. 3 1
5. Epigraphia Indica, Volume 1V, Parts I und IT .. 1
6. Catalogue of the Sanskrit. manuscripts in the library of the India
Office, Part IV 5 33 s 1
7. Taittiriya Sanhita, Volume II and III, edited by Mahadeva Sastriar
of Mysore . 2 : 1
8. Dakshinamurtistotra of Sankaracharya, with Commentaries 1
9. Abhﬁsanirﬁpanadhvamsanam, a ‘polemical treatise on Hindu
Astronomy . o 2 3
-10. Report on Sanskrit manuscripts on Southern India by E. Hultzch
Ph. D. ! i ) I
11. Hamnsishtaka, a short treatise on the Advaita philosophy 3
12. Notices of Sanskrit manuscripts by Haraprasada Sastri, Volume XI. 1
13. Rajangalamahodyanam 9

14. Srikalahastimahatmya, a Telu“g:u Poem hy the oe.l;brate&'Telu.g.l;
Pandit, Dhurjati ... aé . oos o e 1

10. The catalogue of the manuscripts collected during the past year is subjoined
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fgllitfroxq 156 to 34.  As has alread
ors 18 not a criteri
to by the publignste rion of the extent to which th li i
lic, sesing fhat ot samee 1'111 d?r'{i 18 appreciated anq resorted
e s prec | reso

different occasions is counted as a separate

4. Publication of Catyl
completion of th ity ae—very slow
completionof e d g e T 0 e mdo v 0
adverted to above, The Dir(:aetr(;zx(-l lilgenﬁ changes in the ;Ielrg)]:nhlb r?ry. A attrf
, however, incli ¢t of the establishment

to the indiffere i '
erent work of the establishment, = A ned to think that this delay is due

furnished by th i % i w

y the Curator himself when he alludeg :(fat]]l;;e ff thlﬂhindiﬁerent ork is
1me which has had to b ‘
e

devoted to i .
i eontinﬂle?i cgli)r::;tc;n ;)ff ttlllle mistakes in the glips of the
work of cataloguing. The C e Vernacular Munghi has alcatalogne already prepareq
Gt avidd ik Catﬂoéues eth‘lra’cor requests that he mga go been prejudicial to fhie
The Director is not prepared o rocere being necessary ytoe given four years’ timq
to Government thatpthg 6?1 ra:grrci:zolenend such a long exéiﬁfﬁ Perfect .accuracy,
subjeet to the submission by him toethisozvégetgfo ¥ ﬁall';’ time to briﬁgﬁi}v&u Suggest
a half- € arrears

by the establishment in this directi
18 direction, The cat yearly report of th )
. a]_ogue of NTiRoY; the work do
ANUSCripts acquipeq e il
ve

ed.

along with the report,

9, Comeclusion.— i
s act;)i ty.Th?) gltll'lfiftor regrets that he cannot descril,
with that of previou 8 vears dCOlltl’aI‘ Y th.e work of the yea © the year as one of
is hoped that the ( years, and the report itself contaj Jear compares unfgy
urator will succeed in j dihg fl]l}s 1lllttle that ig of intergutl‘ably
nfu es st. It

subordinates, and
» and 80 be able to present a more satisfactory reﬁiﬂi ?n dl cnergy into his
or 1896-97.

(A true Extract.)

(Signed) D. ©
d - DUNCA
Director of Publie Imtfru’cm

To th
e Curator, Government Oriental Manuseripts Library

Principals, Fi
» als, First-grade Col] ’
» the Editor, the Indian Jouriﬁ?s(;%jtizj";;’:m College,

17

P

Nos. 400, 401, EDUCATIONAL, 6re Jovy 1896.

OrpEr—No. 400, Educational, dated 6th July 1896.

Recorded.
“th the Director of Public Instruetion in considering

the Curator’s report bald and barren o ; I

disappointing ax})d below the standard which might well ll)f b10c1>ked for. fIt tls hopeg
t £ the establishment in the current year Will be less unsatisfactory an
st the work, oLt o080 18 0., No. 225, Educational, dated 8th April 1896,

that the changes in it sanctioned in G.
will be productive o
3. The Curator will be reques

£ an increase in its efficiency.
ted to report through the Director of Public In-

struction whether any preventible causes have opgarated to reduce the. number of

manuscripts acquired for the library and whether this number cannot be increased.

Director of Public Instruction, a period of two years
for publication the descriptive

4. As recommended by the . :
i d the Curafor to revise and prepar :
bt irhds i ts in the library on the lines indicated by him in

catalogue of the Sanserit manuscrip
Educational, dated 8th April 1896,

paragraph 8 of his report.
5. The Director’s reply to G.O., No. 225, . d
whether, in addition to the above

should be expedited and it should be reported s
descriptive catalogue and the annual catalogues, any other lists or catalogues of the
contents of the library are in course of preparation.

(True Extract.)

Chief Secretary.

To the Director of Public Instruction.
Government Epigraphist.
Public Department.

Board of Revenue.

Editors’ Table.

»
”

ExporsexeNt—No. 401, Educational, dated 6th July 1896.
Copy to the Government of India, Home Department.

J. F. PRICE,
Chuef Secretary.

Exd. A. Raitt.



o

Gobt. of {1896} FH adras.

EDUCATIONAL.
e Y
Issued
Eeca. Enel,
G.0., &c., Nos. 400, 401,
6th July 1896.

JULY.

Government Oriental Manuscripts
Library.
Recording, with remarks, the review by the

Director of Public Instruction of the report on the
working of the — during 1895-96.
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