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2. In case my proposal is approved, I beg to recommend that the fee be levied
from the examination to be held in December, January and February next, and to

request that early orders may be passed on the subject, so that sufficient publicity
may be given to the arrangements. ‘ A

3. On receipt of the orders of Government, a draft notification regarding the

pecessary alterations in the Primary examination notification will be submitted for
approval and publication 1n the Fort St. George Gazette.

O der—dated 22nd October 1894, Mis. No. 799, Educational.

- » » & Py

9. Dr. Duncan will be requested to furnish Government with his views on
Mr. Monro’s proposal in his letter, dated Tth August 1894, No. 7344, to levy a fee on
pupil-candidates for the Primary examination. ‘ :

(True Extract.)
(Signed)  J. F. PRICE,
To the Director of Publie Instruction.

Reap—-also the following papers :—

From the Hon’ble Mr. D. DUNCAN, u.A., D.Sc., Director of Publie Instruction,
to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated Madras, 13th December 1894,
No. 12162.

I have the honour to submit my remarks on the question of levying a fee from
pupil-candidates for the Primary examination, which was referred to me under G.O,,
dated 22nd October 1894, No. 799, Educational.

9. Were I to look at this question solely from the point of view of the Com-
missioner for Government Examinations, my course would be quite clear. As
Commissioner it is my duty to see that the several examinations under my control are
conducted so as to combine the highest efficiency with the least possible cost to
Government, and year after year accordingly it has been the endeavour to balance the
expenditure by the income. Writing as Commissioner, therefore, I would say : impose
a fee on pupil-candidates for the Primary examination and raise and adjust the fees
for other candidates until income cOVers expenditure.

3. Unfortunately for this easy solution of the question, I must look at it from
the point of view of Direotor of Public Instruction. Seen from this stand-point, the
imposition of a fee on pupil-candidates appears to-be neither just nor practicable. It
must be borne in mind that the scope and purpose of the examination, as now con-
ducted, are somewhat different from what they were when it was first introduced.
When the institution of a Primary examination was first proposed in 1886 (see G.O.,
dated 28th July 1886, No. 482, fiducational), the leading idea was the good of the
public service ; although it was also recognized that, in improving the public service
by demanding a certain standard of scholastic attainments, the cause of education
would be promoted. That the interest of the public service continued for a time to be
the fundamental idea seems clear from the opening paragraphs of Mr. Grigg’s letter,
~ dated 6th July 1887, read in G.0., dated 9th February 1888, No. 100, Educational.
, " At the same time Mr, Grigg was fully aware (see paragraph 7 of his letter) of the
beneficial effects which the examination would have in raising and settling the
standard of primary education; and accordingly, he proposed that the examination
should “be utilised ordinarily for examination for results under the fourth standard
by all results schools ;” but pupil-candidates were to be admitted at a lower fee than
non-pupil candidates. In his letter read in G.0., dated 15th January 1889, No. 17
Educational, he proposed' that pupil-candidates should pay a fee of 1 rupee onlv’
foreseeing, at the same time, that the examination with such a low fee might not f;n:

Chief Secretary. .
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a year or two be gelf-supporting. The preamble to the notification as sanctioned in
the Government order last cited, shows that service interests were the first consider-
ation, to which the promotion of education was secondary. 1t is to be noted that down
to the middle of 1889 the examination was not regarded as compulsory on all fourth
standard classes of results schools (see papers read in Director’s proceedings, No. 7308,
dated 27th August 1889), but owing probably to official pressure having been brought
to bear on them, the managers of vesults schools seem in many parts of the country
to have been of opinion that they were compelled by the rules to send their fourth
standard pupils up for the oxamination. In his endorsement submitting to Govern-
ment a petition from certain rosults schoolmasters in the Géoddvari district, Mr. Grigg
intimated that the attention of all inspecting officers had been drawn to the voluntary
character of the examination. On this Government remarked (reference on Nos. 569
and 753 of 1889, dated 18th September 1889), that Mr. Grigg’s interpretation consti-
tuted a distinct departure from the intention of Government and was one on which
His Excellency the Governor in Council must receive a much fuller expression of the
Director’s views before a decision could be arrived at. It was the intention of Govern-
ment (so runs the order) that all fourth standard boys should be examined for results
under the new notification. In submitting the fuller expression of his views called
for, Mr. Grigg pointed out that Government had not up till then raised any objection
to the optional character of the examination, though this cptional character was
implied in the original draft notification submitted by him. As to the real question,
whether the examination should be optional or compulsory on male pupils coming up
for results grants in the fourth standard, Mr. Grigg said, *the examination may be
made compulsory on condition that admission of fourth standard pupils to the examin-
ation is made free, and not otherwise.” = As regards girls, he held that the examination
must continue optional.  He pointed out that hitherto fourth standard pupils had been
examined free and that the imposition of a fee might be looked upon as a sort of
Sirkar tax on education. Mr. Grigg added that, in the event of Government agreeing
to make the examination of fourth standard pupils compulsory and free, it would hardly
be necessary to say anything regarding the compulsory character of the examination in
the notification, as he would issue a circular order to the effect that, except in the cases
poted by him, all fourth standard pupils must be presented for this examination.
Thereupon Government expressed the opinion (see G.O., dated 25th October 1889,
No. 664, Educational), that the examination should be compulsory on all male pupils
desirous of being examined for results grants, and intimated that it would be prepared,
if necessary, to abandon the requirement of a fee altogether. It postponed the passing
of final orders, however, until the results of the first examination (which it assumed
was to be conducted on a purely voluntary basis) were known. In furnishing this
information in his letter read in G.O., dated 17th July 1890, No. 509, Educational,
Mr. Grigg also submitted copy of a notification which he had issued, the effect of
which was, he said, practically to make the examination compulsory on all male
pupils ; one reason given for this step being the necessity to economise, as much as
possible, the time of Assistant Inspectors whose duty 1t was to examine Upper
Primary schools. Tle accordingly requested Government to cancel the provision
requiring pupils to pay a fee, butadded that by and by, when the examination
has been generally established, if financial exigencies demand the imposition of a fee,
the rule can be re-enacted.”

4. The foregoing sketch seems to show that the giving up of the admission fee in
the case of fourth standard pupils was the natural outcome of the policy by which the
examination 'was changed from an optional to a compulsory examination, And the
inference I draw from it is this, that the fee ought not to be re-imposed so long as
the examination retains that compulsory character which was the reason for the levy
of a fee being waived. 1 fully agree with Mr. Grigg when he says ¢ the examination
may be made compulsory on eondition that admission of fourth standard pupils to
the examination i made free, and not otherwise.” 1 take this to be an emphatio
statement of the truth that managers of results schools have as good a right to have
their fourth standard pupils examined for grant free of charge as to have the pupils

- of all the other standards examined free ; and it seems to me that when he said
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No. 7308.

PROOEEDINGS OF THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, dated 27th August 1889.

Primary School Examination.

Read the following letter from the Assistant Inspector of Schools, Eighth Division,
to the Inspector of Schools, Southern Circle, dated Tanjore, 14th August
1889, No. 4420 :— : :

With reference to para. 13.of the Primary School Notification and Director’s
Proceedings No. 3683, dated 29th April J889, I have the honor €o request that 1
be informed. if my interprefation of.the potification is correct in the following
cases :— A
1. Tn the case of a school eligible for grants sending up the whole of the fourth
standard class for the Primary School examination— .

(a) if the month in which the Primary School examination is held is the
same as that for which the examination for grant is fixed, the whole
class will be examined at one and the same time for grants and for the
Primary School examination ; and grants will, of course, be calculated
for the same period.for all standards of that school 3 i

(b) but when the month in which the Primary School examination is ‘held
i« different from the month for which the examination for grant is fixed,
then the fourth standard will not be examined when the other
standards are examined for grants, but will be examined for the
Primary School examihation, and grants will be calculated for the
fourth standard alone of that school for a period different from that
for which grants are calculated for the other standards.

9. Tn the case of a school eligible for grants sending up a part only of the fourth
standard for the Primary ;\'chu(zl examination— -

(a) when the month in which the Primary School examination is held is the
same as that for the examination for grant, all the pupils of the fourth
standard will be examined together and grants given for all and in
‘addition Primary School examination certificates for candidates for the

Primary school examination ; : ‘

(b) but when the menth in which the Primary School examination 18 held is
different from the month for which the examination for grants s fixed,
then the pupils, that are not candidates for the Primary .School
examination will be examined for grant at the time fixed for the grant
examination, while the candidates for. the Primary School examination
will be examined for the-Primary School examination and grants
.alculated ‘on those results for a period. different from that for which
grants are calculated for the other standards and the other part of the
fourth standard. : ' .

3. As regards optional subjects, the candidates for the Primary School exami-
fation will be examined at the time of the Primary School examination for the two
subjects required for.the Primary School examination certificate and the other
optional subjects required for grants. ; ‘

4. As the Primary School examination is not compulsory like the Middle School
examination, I beg to suggest that it will be a far more convenient arrangement to
congider the Primary. School examination and  the grant examination as two
distinct examinations with the proviso that in the case of the two examinations
being held in the same month, the inspecting officers may have the option of
utilizing the results of the Primary School examin Hu for purposes of the grant
examination. v v

O
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No. 5036. .
Submitted to the Director of Public Instruction for orders.

COIMBATORE, ; (Nigned)  GEO. BICKLE, oo
16th August 1889. Inspecto? of Schools, Southern Circle.

x

The interpretation in 1 () is correct, but not that in ’.’,' (b). In these cases .
the grant. for the whole standard must be edléulated according to
the section of ‘the class not appearing for' the Primary examination is examined,
whetlier that date be before or after that of the Primary examination. -

2.- The interpretation in para. 3 is correct. :
3. No such option as that suggested in para. 4 can be allowed.,

»

(A true'Copx;a,ml Extract.),
"(Signed)  H. B. GRIGQ,

Director ()_f Public ]//s[;‘iu‘/l‘un. ]

To the Inspector of-Schools, Southern Circle, "

» Imspectors of Schr{cls, Northern and Central Circles,
,, the Inspector of Schools, Western Circle, N
Inspectresses of Girls” Schools b avas : Q :
93 ) A y with spare copies for Sub-Assistant:
,, Assistant Inspectors of Schools, l ; Y ice: s
' ,, the Editor; Madras Journal of Education,

(True Copy.)

: Asste=tetie Diveotor of ‘Publie Instruction

the date on which
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