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were avtenaing the Koman Uatholic Convent School in Vepery before the arrival i
of the Sisters. And that some of the Masters of the Doveton School were sending
their daughters, much against their will, to this Roman Catholic School.
One object of this school being to proselytise. These girls are now being edu- {\
cated by the Sisters of the English Church. 4

VIIL. (a) Although Your Memorialists were induced to come to this country
and engage in education by the then Director of Public Instruetion, Mr. Grigg,
and (6) have met with the most signal success, both as regards numbers and results,
(¢) they have been three years and four months in the country and have not yet
received any grants for the work they have done. Thoy have complied with all
the regulations of the Educational Department. This the Sisters have done at a
very great expenditure of money which they desired to spend upon the ameliora-
tion of the condition of the necessitous Eurasians, so that, so far from their school
for the better class Kurasians enabling them to obtain means to carry on their
works of charity amongst the poorest class of that community, this school has
swallowed up all their available resources.
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His Excollency The Right Hon'ble
The GOVERNOR in COUNCIL.

THE HUMBLE PETITION OF THE SISTERS OF THE CHURCH

SHEWETH,

That Your Memorialists were induced to come to this country through the
representations made by the Rev. Dr. Durham, at that time Acting Chaplain of
St. Mathias’s, Vepery, Madras. He assured them that Mr. Grigg, Director of Public
Instruction, wished to have voluntary workers in the Educational Department.

II. That as soon as the Sisters of the Church arrived in Madras they called
on Mr. Grigg who, personally, renewed all his promises to them. Mrs. Grigg 18

cognisant of this fact.

[II. Dr. Durham states that Mr. Grigg was so anxious to get out Sisters to
work in the Educational Department, that he offered to pay the passages of two
ladies from England amounting to £150.

This money was not applied for as the Sisters”’ came to Madras, in the first.
instance, to see if there was a pressing necessity for their assistance. This they
found to be the case. They determined to work among the Eurasian poor and
well-to-do, beginning, however, as is their custom at Home, amongst the better
class; and thus obtaining means of prosecuting their work amongst the poorest and

most destitute of that community.

IV. In pursuance of this mode of operation they opened a High School for
the better class of Eurasian Girls. This school has proved a great success as the
results of last examination will show ; there were 100 per cent. passed in the
Matriculation Standard; and in the other Standards the results were most

satisfactory.

V. That the parents of the children attending the Sisters’ School experienced
the need of such a school, and appreciated the instruetion imparted by the Sisters
is sufficiently apparent from the numbers attending their School. There are now
250 girls on the roll which will, it is expected, be greatly increased after the holi-
days owing to the splendid success obtained at the last Examination.

VI. The need of a Church of England Day School is proved by the fact that
fitty girls of that community were withdrawn from the Doveton Girls’ School and
were attending the Roman Catholic Convent School in Vepery before the arrival
of the Sisters. And that some of the Masters of the Daoveton School were sending
their daughters, much against their will, to this Roman Catholic School.
One object of this school being to proselytise. These girls are now being edu-
cated by the Sisters of the English Church. ¥

VII. (a) Although Your Memorialists were induced to come to this country
and engage in education by the then Director of Public Instruction, Mr. Grigg,
and (b) have met with the most signal success, both as regards numbers and results,
(¢) they have been three years and four months in the country and have not yet
received any grants for the work they have done. They have complied with all
the regulations of the Educational Department. This the Sisters have done at a
very great expenditure of money which they desired to spend upon the ameliora-
tion of the condition of the necessitous Eurasians, so that, so far from their school
for the better class Eurasians enabling them to obtain means to carry on their
works of charity amongst the poorest class of that community, this school has
swallowed up all their available resources.
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They have bee S EAn
P e en wml\_mg at 1o§s of over Rs. 500 per mensem. This does not
de the salaries to whieh the Sisters were entitled, and which they \\'ouldvl

: L 1ave

received at Home as having passed the required tests in England
o G .

VIIL In a letter addressed to Dr. Durham by the present Director of Pul lic
Instruction, Dr., Duncan, a copy of which is forwarded herewith, I s e
« that it is not mainly the wanf of funds that stands in the way of ml’t ]f e
to the_(}ol]egiate School, Vepery.” This, from many circumz;t'aﬁcéi Wr}]ui} J(}}ng b
to their knowledge, Your Memorialists believe to be the case. But the : 1 aV;? (i(')'n??
that, if the Educational Department were a private concern instead of qu&)SU ')te b
of Go.vernment, « the want of funds” existing in that Department ‘Wos{zlm} mflm
principal reason why those who are working without remunerati’nu shou)l?l }]e
favoured and encouraged, especially when they were producing better result tb")e
those who were largely subsidised from Government funds. e s

[X. Dr. Duncan states that the Sisters should not have opened their School
in Madras. But Your Memorialists would enquire where, if not in hlﬁ(il-;q 'j')‘llf
there 1s any work for'them to do in educating the Eurasians their work must
necessarily be begun 1n the Presidency Town. Then their work was to be mainly
the poor Eurasians. These people are only found in larce ‘nu]nbe(]‘s in
art of Madras. The Kurasians do E)r the ino:r
d New Town, the place where Your ]\IOIIXOI‘i:'l]iStl:S’

Your Memorialists were invited to undertake
work amongst the Furasians of Madras by the late Director of Public Instruction
Before they came and after their arrival Mr. Grigg knew that their work was t(;
commence in Vepery. He made no objection to this locality.

amongst
Madras and the worst p

Jart congregate in Vepery an
work is carried on. Then again,

r. A. Munro, who acted for some time as Director of

Public Instruction, Madras, is quoted as disapproving of the Sisters of the Church
working in Madras. Mr, Muhro expressed himself in as enthusiastic terms as
Mr. Grigg l‘n;nS@lf, that the Sisters had come to work in Madras. This he did on
several occasions to Dr. Durham. Fortunately he 1s otill alive and can answer for

himself.

X. The name of M

Communities connected with the Churech of England are
of India. Clewer and Wantage Sisterhoods are working in

d Wantage Sisterhoods in Bombay, S. Denis’s in the North-
Com-

West Provinces, East Grinstead in Colombo. The assistance given by these
munities is eagerly sought after, not alone by the Educational, but by the
Medical Department ; and a Branch of our own Community is now settled in
Yangoon, and although they have not been half as long there as we have been in

Madras they are recognized by Government—

(1) Their grants are allowed ;
en given for all the Kindergarten apparatus which

XI. Religious
working in every part
Calcutta, All Saints an

(IT) A half grant has be
are most expensive ; and
given by the Educational Department that any

(ILI) A promise has been
lding will be augmented by

money spent by our Community on bui
a similar grant from Government.

XII. In conclusion, Your Memorialists would only request that the pledges
made to their Community by the late Mr. Grigg should be carried out, which i
chown to be a wise and proper policy by the fact that every other Government,
whether Indian or Colonial, has supported his view by carrying out his proposals
viz., Calcutta, Bombay, North-West Provinces, Burma and Colombo. :
n the promises made, and the inducements held out to
d .work in the Educational Department ; and the
Your Memorialists would humbly request
ney the Governor in Council, and will

Relying upo
them to come to this country an
success which has attended their efforts,

the favorable consideration of His Excelle

ever pray.
M ///(ﬁ /&f " U ﬁf_ﬁ(ﬂ.
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Orrick oF Dirgctor oF PubLic INSTRUCTION,
Coonoor, 21st June 1895.

Dear Dr. DUrRHAX,

I am causing enquiries to be made to see whether there are any papers in my office
bearing on the connexion of Mr. Grigg with the bringing out of the Sisters of the Church,
and also to see whether he put on record his opinion that the Sisters should open a School in
the town of Madras.

T may tell you candidly that in my opinion the Sisters have opened their School in a
locality which was probably better provided with girls’ schools than many. This is the
opinion of the Inspectress and it was the opinion of Mr. Monro. Article 1 of Chapter I of
the Grant-in-Aid Code says that Grants are to be given “with due consideration of the
requirements of each locality.”  Supposing that funds were available, which they are not,
I should have to consider whether State aid could in accordance with the above condition be
given to a school situated in a locality already so much better provided with the means of
instruction than most others. The Managers of the long-established and efficient schools in
the neighbourhood would have good reason to appeal to Government against my action were
I to give grants to a school the proximity of which was weakening their own schools—schools

which supplied well the wants of the locality.

I mentior the above to show that it is not merely want of funds that stands in the
way of grants being given to the Collegiate School, Vepery, but the want of money is real
and there will be absolutely none left this year after the salary grants already sanctioned
have been paid. I have no authority to withdraw grants from long-established efficient
<chools and to transfer such grants to newly or recently opened schools.

1f you still feel that the school is not fairly treated I would advise you, or whoever is
now responsible for the school, to address Government. This will give me an opportunity of
laying the whole matter before (Gtovernment and of vindicating the action of the Department.

Truly yours,

D. DUNCAN.

lusi i T "‘)
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