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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.
FURTHER PAPERS. -

Reap—the following paper:—

From the Honourable Mr. D. DUNCAN, m.A., D.Sc., Director of Public Instrue-
tion, to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated Madras, 12th June 1895,
No. B.B.—468.

1 have the honour to submit herewith the report of the Curator, Government
Oriental Manuseripts Library, for 1894-95, together with my review thereon.

2. The report is due to Government on the lst June, but owing to delay in
getting the Sanskrit portion of the report printed and to the copies of the review
having miscarried in post, the submission of the report has been somewhat delayed.
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ENCLOSURES.

Proceedings of the Director of Public Instruction, dated 29th May 1895,
No. BB—444.

Read the following letter from the Curator, Government Oriental Manuscripts Library,
to the Director of Public Instruction, dated Madras, 30th April 1895,
No. 9:—

I have the honour to submit my report on the working of the Government
Oriental Manuscripts Library for the year 1894-95.

2. 8. Vaidyanatha Sastriar, Vernacular Munshi of the Library, has been absent on
sick leave on medical certificate from the 6th September 1894. Swaminatha Sastri,
8anskrit Pandit of the Cuddalore College, acted for him up to the 31st January, and
from the 1st February the place has been held by Varadachar, a graduate of the last

year. :
3. The annual grant of Rs. 600 for contingencies was spent in the following
% manner :—

RS. A. P,
In transcribing manuseripts ... oo . aea 280 14 0
In purchasing manuseripts 199 8 0
In binding manuscripts she 8111049
Minor contingencies ... e ove 137 15 0
Total ... 600 0 0

+

4. During the year under report, 32 Sanskrit and 2 Tamil manuscripts were
copied for the Library, and 3 Sanskrit and & Telugu manuscripts, which were in
an injured condition, were restored. One Tamil and 72 Sanskrit manuseripts were
purchased. The number of the manuscripts presented to the Library is 133—124
Sanskrit, 6 Tamil, 2 Telugu and 1 Canarese.

5. The library was visited by 1,484 persons, of whom 618 were readers, 710
copyists, and 156 were mere visitors. The corresponding numbers in the previous
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year were 1,164, 579, 525 and 60, respectively. The following statement shows the
numbers of persons who copied and read manuseripts on each subject, and also the
total of those numbers :— >

s |
Subi - No. of No, of
bjects \ copyists. | readers, \ Total.
1 |; Poetry
2 | Mantra S b o § s g; Ut o
A F ¥ 40 126
edicine .. 3 oo v % o 73 h5 126
4 | Purana st ws - v - 83 38 1
1 PRILEAT, 21
5 | History 3 s o - a e 56 52 108
6 | Grammar ve - 2. £ - i 53 32 85
7 | Catalogue .. o ve 3 P . 1 82 8
8 | Rhetoric e e 5 o o 53 25 g
9 | Lexicon A o . ot .o s 40 10 Lo
10 | Local records ko . - o e 18 40 20
11 ' Bulogium on deities A o e o 32 14 48
12 | Astrology .. 5 ola i ¥° oF 21 18 36
13 | Stories us v . oe . vs 15 18 39
14 , Dharmasastra e oo oe .. ah 10 21 33
15 | Vedanta ' v . . . . 15 16 3}.
16 | Nyayasastra .. s vo oo v 5 27 1 28
17 | Gansta- ' .. - o 0e I % 17 3 20
18 | Morality o o . . . .o 10 8 1
19 | Vedie theology b oy 3 = ais 15 4 5
20 | Musie 3 o v v ve 15 15
21 | Drama Py 10 2
22 | Agama . 9 5
23 | Imseription .. 7% .o oo e e 1 4 5
24 | Geography .. .r s 54 . b 3 3
26 | Christuvisaya 1 ‘2 4
26 | Veda .. vix o o i oy e » 3 :
27 | Architecture . 35 . . i 1 1 4
28 | Yogasastra .. g . 1 -
29 | Palmistry 1 i
Total ..| 710 618 1,828

6. With regard to the work done by the staff of the Library, I beg to state that
the most ordinary work is to attend to the wants of the visitors, such as taking out the
manusecripts from the places in the bookshelves where they are kept and °handing
them over to the visitors, and, when they are returned, putting them back in their
places. If the visitors want any information about the works mentioned in the cata-
logue of the Library, it is given to them as far as possible. This work is done by the
peon and the clerk, and in his absence by the pandits.

For the safety of the manuseripts of the Library it is found necessary to clean
them once in every year ; and for this purpose one peon is always engaged in examin-
ing the manuscripts, while the other attends to the wants of the visitors. Every
manuseript is examined carefully and cleaned, and the worms found are removed, and
if necessary, the earth oil, which is a very powerful preventive against the inse(,}ts i;
applied also. By -examining and cleaning the manuscripts in this way, we ;ire
enabled also to find out those manuscripts which are much injured, and rest,ore them
by making fresh transcripts of them. The work of cleaning was commenced in Sep-
tember 1893, and completed in October 1894 ; and it was resumed a second time frolx)n
November 1894, and is going on.

A general catalogue is prepared of all the works which are transeribed

and presented every year, and is forwarded with the annual report. A cat,a{)(;lgrzga;zi
appended to the annual report of the last but one year (1893-94), and a similar one
accompanies this report.

A descriptive catalogue of all the works collected during a i

will include the above catalogue, together with a description (;gf tgee 9;';13: g;gl;:egrg;%
manuseripts, and some information about the works and the authors of thesepworks
their dates, contemporary and past authors, and similar literary and historical matter;
which ean be gathered from those works. For this purpose all the rare and important
works which are collected during a year are studied by me and the pandits Ia)md all
passages and words ocourring in the works which are likely to be of any use are marked
and extracted, and the materials thus gathered will be embodied in the report. A
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catalogue of this kind has been in preparation for the books collected during 1893-94,
and will be completed and submitted within a month or two. I shall then begin a
similar catalogue for the works collected during the last year.

During the last summer vacation, I went to my native place Tiruppattir, a town
of the Salem district, where I examined the libraries of many pandits and prepared a
catalogue of the manuseripts contained in those libraries. 1 selected from thera such
works as were rare and not found in the Library and got a loan of them from the
owners. Some of them were transeribed for the Library during the year under report,
and the remaining will be transcribed in the current year. Some manuscripts were
obtained from their owners in the mofussil through the agency of my friends, and
transeripts of them were made for the Library. Arrangements were made with Mr.
A. Mahadeva Sastriar, Curator of the Mysore Oriental Library, to secure two perma=
nent copyists to transeribe for our Library some rare and useful manuseripts which
were discovered in the Mysore territory, and which the owners were unwilling to send
to Madras. I got a catalogue of the very rich Palace library of His Highness the
Maharaja of Travancore made for the use of our Library by Mr. Rajaraja Varma, M.4.,
Principal of the Sanskrit College, Trevandrum. Mr. R. Krishnamachar, M.A., an
old student of the Presidency College, Lecturer, Maharaja’s College, Pudukkdttai, was
kind enough to prepare a catalogue of all the Sanskrit manuscripts of the Palace
library of His Highness the Maharaja of Pudukkéttai. Arrangements will be made
for acquiring copies of the most useful and important manusecripts of those libraries
which are not found in our Library.

Owing to the absence of 8. Vaidyanatha Sastriar on sick leave, none of the Library
staff could be sent on travelling to any remote part of the Presidency in search of
Sanskrit manuseripts, as the persons who were appointed to act for him were not
trained in the work of searching for Sanskrit manuseripts. N. Rangachariar was
however able to undertake short trips to Conjeeveram in the Chingleput district, and
to Navalpakam in the Chittoor district ; and brought rare manuseripts some of which
were purchased and others copied.

In consequence of the reduction of the gmnual grant of Rs. 3,200 to the small
contingent allowance of Rs. 600, the operations for the search and preservation of
Sanskrit manuscripts became considerably curtailed. Travelling to the different parts
of the Presidency in search of manuseripts, visiting the public and private libraries in
each district, preparing the catalogues of the manuscripts found in those libraries and
publishing them, have been given up. Our efforts are now confined simply to getting
the catalogues of the libraries in the mofussil towns and villages through the agencies
of friends, and by undertaking short and cheap trips to places which contain good
libraries, getting a loan of the manuscripts from the owners, and having them tran-
seribed in Madras, and, if the owner will not send them to Madras, appointing the local
pandits to copy the manuseripts under the superintendence of trustworthy agents, and
purchasing the manuscripts if the owners wish to sell them ; and so on.

The above two catalogues refer to the manuseripts collected in each year. Apart
from them there is a third catalogue which is a descriptive one and refers to the whole
contents of our Library. It consists of about 15,000 slips, each containing the name
of a work, a short description of the manuscript, and passages from the beginning and
the end of it. The work was commenced in 1888 and it was finished about the end
of March 1893 according to the annual report of 1892-93.

The following statements occur in the annual reports of 1891-92 and 1892-93 : —

« The descriptive catalogue of the Sanskrit manuscripts has made steady progress
during this year, more than a fourth part of the work is finished, and before long the
whole descriptive catalogve will be ready for print. Itisa work of great compass,
and, as many extracts must be made with accuracy, it can only progress slowly.

¢ Bosjdes attending to the -usual routine work of the office, the establishment
had to apply themselyes vigorously to finishing the catalogue of Sanskrit manuseripts ;
and I am happy to be able to report that the above catalogue has been completed. If
the several slips are carefully revised and alphabetically arranged, there will be no
difficulty in printing the catalogue if it is thought desirable to do so.”
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From the above statements we have to infer that m
; : ore than a fourth part
may say roughly a third part) of the descriptive catalogue was finished by thlz lt‘md( Y,?
March 1892. This work (that is, one-third of the whole catalogue) was commenced E
in 1888, and was completed i 1892, and so occupied four years; and if we calculaie :
the time required for completing the remaining two-thirds of the work we should &
have eight years at least. _ But, according to the annual report of 1892-903 this
portion of . the work—that is, two-thirds of the deseriptive catalogue—was done,a and i
completed in one year. From this we have to infer that there was an undue haste i SR RS R VBIEAREE R N R R R A RS
preparing the latter portion of the catalogue. b & | a
From the above statements it will be clearl n
; : y seen that the work : & : =
staff has'; considerably increased, as they have to study carefullyralf fthzh(iale(};rt:;{ §> £ & § 5 3 S & § E S 3 3 § = § § 8"3
manuscripts Wh'lch are collected during every year, and gather materials for a ({)escri 5 i &
tn(vle catalogue ; and 1 hope that, notwithstanding the decrease of work owing to tlI:e =y : Sra et P T
reduction of the annual grant, better work will be turned out every year, and that £ E 2 t: 2 B T B :
what is lost in quantity will be made up by quality. WS Elel 2 s o B TP o EE R ow. w88 Bg B
; thAS It}S}I)Jal, a re%lster 18 kept in the office showing the work done by the staff ,; 8 c = £ & é} c a 2 & g B e e T S
of the Library. Two months were spent in examinin : s |—
: ; wes ; g the manuseripts collected £ : X ,
ggﬁ:}?}%;]glenggi;ﬂ%el lt‘t;.lpogt—sm in studying the most important manI;scripts a;d E g s : B o
s for the descriptive i 18; s e
catalogue of the manuscripts of tI})l a lib(;;tralovgvﬁféha:vda sfo;u' 1111 re(;usmg the descriptive 2 g g 3 go S s 5 R X &R g g Sx.
in 1888 and finished before March 1893 R B Redomind, Rommaieg e 8 AR N i e oo
7. The following is a list of jo . B : : T T
urnals, catalogues and printed book e ; . ; . PRI NSRS Sl
the Government Oriental M ks v b printed books presented to = 5 - g
1894-95 . — anuscripts Library, Madras, during the official year i 1% o B T e
= ' No. of eopies. -§ 2 3 g :3: 'g ; E -‘; : : : % ; g E'
1. Mahabharata,} Anusasamkaparva, last part £y 4 2ls| & = & s < R 8. % S gy b R B
g- Xhe Pandit, Vol. XVI . { = 1‘; e S 3 ool I IR S, A g g
g Catalogue of Sanskrit T R e g 23 K ‘e = & S B & & S Hob . g P - R S =
!’an i DeviprasaEL,I?gggscrlpts:a’xlstmg in Oudh Province, by 2 QE, é §4 E- chs ,_§ :,g' .:§ _;.: = g g .-,"g; ':§ b
4. Eplgra.phia, Indica of the Arch=zological Sux:;'ey of India ke 7 g A M m O = m 3] ) H &« w0 w
5. Hindujanasamskarini, Vol. 3 NG B et o e 1 L : : < - e
6. Manavadharmasastra, Vol. I .., p &Y. . ota g S p : : . : TS
RERET ST T R b nigs TER 2 i R S
. Uommentary o ovinda Rai s Tk & g ) ; w = 1= =) 13
9. Basava.pura'za m.f a‘]a.'on Mé..fmva,dharmasastra ses ' l1 "g g t sk § :§ s 3 'go : g g 5 . .§ g 3
10. A l_’amphlet on Agriculture, in Telug;l 3 :; ol E '? ] ‘> '> @ % —§ E 0 5 & % ?‘9 -css % >
11. Asien Catalogue No. 141, Asia Karl W., Hierssemann, Leipzig.lé§4 1 Bl2 B & @ B T o e = P I oI R
12. A Classified Catalogue of Sanskrit manuscripts in the Government E B3 : : :
Oriental Library, Mysore .., 1 § t. B r S : : : g :
13. Vedantavilasa or Yatirajavijayam ... 1 - & E o a
14. Universal Encyclopafadic Calendar : A small pamphlet on Jyautisha 1 - | B = E E 0 ST S s 8 B - :
15. Catalo%ue of Sanskrit manuscripts in Ulva State Library compiled £18:1 2 =2 2-% e 3 g~ S . R
by Professor Peterson ... By 4 1 g1cd| 2 & %8 = 2 = S a2 & B
16. Muir’s Sanskrit Texts, Vols. T to IV ... ... .. w1 2 (92| B £ 2% g 2 g8 ® B a8 Rg 8
17. Gough’s Records of Ancient Sanskrit Literature ... ... - & 5 's;; & s 3 3 E % s 2 'z 2 8 & 35 § & i £
18. Notes on Aryan and Dravidian Philology, Vol. 1, Part 1. by S | g £ 8§ 8§ = ol K. i@ o g § B8 & 8 B 2 4
5.4 M. Seshagiri Sastriar ¥ . Dy.,,_ y - 4 1 g | & § £ =2 %0 g 'g § ’§ - E = E E l§ 4 -g :§
- Descriptive Catalogue of the Mackenzie Collection by H. H. Wilson - ol g SRR B B8 2 8 8 B 8 E B 8 =
* > y H. H. Wilson 1 8 g BE- B B 3
e el G s e Bkt e $1 s 2885 &880 - 6EdAadidEnm
= LR e LR LER] 4
22, Madhaviyadhatuvritti : % , :
23. Pushpamanjari B £ RS R ki w1 -
24. Repl@)ort.on the search for Sanskrit manuscripts in the Bombay z
residency during the years 1884-85, 1885-86, 1886-87, by R
R. G. Bhandarkar, M.A., Pu.D. ... : 1 g | - - s
25. Devangapurana 5 1 § gg : (E" 2 :
8. A catalogue of all the manuseript i : CERE 12
s : s acquired durin : 5
is annexed to this report. P q g the year for the Library 5 ig '(E E‘f T E K
9. In conclusion, I beg to re : 4 |3 T E E F
: ) ¢ quest that Government will be good enough b 8 0 G,
:;(:io%mzlgrtiifnasmstﬁge whlchhxlidessrs. A. Mahadevasastri, B.a., Rajarag'a Vaarma,g M Ato j ;E E % ‘E E = F 2 g E J , B
» B amachar, M.a., have kindly rendered me in m it ! E s
manuscripts, y y search for Sanskrit %-)_- & E W) E’_ % L i S %
o R e Rt B R RN
Z
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From the report of the C
18949 s urator, Government Orj g y
9, the Director would characterize the work :111?1]12111 clei::n;lss?;?ﬁs thtgr? 2Rk
awrly satistactory.

The few changes in the establj
; sh i
e S Sohis nrﬂ;x;tlvg%rf owing to the absence of the Vernacular

lefl'I;Jhg%Ii‘:o:tgisg?It“ and obtained through him some rare
thio hands of tg,e locallr upfgﬁgr at midsummer, got severallellsnus i : :
several rare manuscriptg dis(,g’v tragspl-lbecl. He also arrangeq fo(;-r ’tI})ItS’tWhmh.Were i
Sastri, the Curator of th 0.' ered in the Mysore territory : 31 ¢ transeription of
i : M.R.Ry. A. Mah:
He secured two catalog ¢ Vriental Library in that sta A% e Mahadeva
of Travancore b;aﬁliflifs' lgn.e Of the Palace library ofe’H%;vllf-’;hthe required help.
in the Pudukkéttai State yl; ij{aﬁaja Varma, w.a., and anothey olf &ess the Maharaja
gentlemen deserve mentionsgor t.he.i{y.' tR Krishnamachari, M.A Thg nI;alace fhl;}x;al‘y
ssistance they have rende.r : B
ed the Curator.

nuscripts, He himself,

3. The number of man i

: . . useripts add dt 2

against 331 during v P ed to the Lib :
those acquire(lilrtl,l;,boilffg?’T%%S;hte fall1 being under é‘ﬁg’ed:;‘(lllsﬁrzgebyear Wﬁs S ag
104 and 204 in tie » 3 WO classes were respecti = Y purchase an
; previous year, T pectively 73 and 133 as inst
restored increased f year. The number of a s agains
transcription amOunrt(gg %3 tob42. The value of books p?ll:':hlgscrépts transcribed and
about Rs. 43( leaving only Rs iieman;i ﬁ;e charges Lo
. 0 e contingent

allotment of Rs. 600 for binding and off, ey charg
es.
4, The Library was visited
b :
gvgr the figure for 1893-94, Thiri’évsat I;‘iIS‘SOns during 1894-95, an increase of 320
nd copyists, the numbers rising from 579 to (élaf? and from 525
to 710

9. The descriptive catal
The Curator is re a.08ue has not yet reached -
1 quested to haste . Teached a stage fit f icati
TR i n the complet : or publication.
7 overses i One o 555 i ket i o
gus :

6. The addition to the r
acquired, i o eport of a descripti :
q » 18 very desirable. The Curatep will Eelevfh:: ttzﬁiosg;lsed(:)fnem'an%ls 1? e ol
in future.
(A true Extract.)

(Signed) D. DUNCAN,
Director of Public Instruction.

Orper—dated 25th June 1895, No. 535, Educational

Recorded.

2. It is matter for regret that the deseri

completed. The work should be pushed on with phive Satalogue has no 725 heeh

as speedily as possible.

3. Under G.0., No. 2827
= . : 4 Publ. d
for Sanskrit m E : 1, dated 4th Decemb
aud it should bo reported haw fer o 120 offier conducting tho Alchapiasgial Suceny,
oW far the Library has benefited by this :E!ci)c?s%’l: aéxe:{ir)i{’

95me June 1895, No. 535, EDUCATIONAL. W21

4. The Director of Public Instruction will be requested to convey to the gentle-
men mentioned in paragraph 3 of his proceedings the thanks of Government for the

assistance rendered by them to the Curator.
5. The following letter will be despatched to the Government of India :(—

[Here enter No. 536, dated 25th April 1895. ]
(True Extract,)

J. F. PRICE,
Chief Secretary.
To the Director of Public Instruction.
Public Department.

s Board of Revenue.
Editors’ Table.

Exd. A. Raitt, 4

6
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G.0., 25th June 1895, No. 535,

JUNE' ;

Government Qi L
iy, |

Recording, with
working of the — dumn;rllgé 4&119% report on the

PR N T

BB y v
=i iy et =
No. i '

PR(;CEEDINGS or e DirEcror o PusLic Instruction, dated 29th May 1895.
: Government Oriental Manuseripts Library.

Read the following letter from'the Curator, Government Oriental Man{lscripts Library,
to the Director of Public Instruction, dated Madras, 30th April 1895,
No. 9:— :
" I have the honour to submit my report on the working of the Government
Oriental Manuseripts Library for the year 1894-95.
9. 8. Vaidyanathg Sastriar, Vernacular Munshi of the Library, has been absent on
sick leave on medical certificate from the 6th September 1894. Swaminatha Sastri,

Sanskrit Pandit of the Cuddalore College, acted for him up to the 31st January, and
from the 1st February the place has been held by Varadachar, a graduate of the last

year.
A 3. The annual grant of Rs. 600 for contingencies was spent in the following
i manner :— ' : ]
i » : ; RS. A. P.
ity In transcribing manuseripts ... Vee i 280 14 0
A In purchasing manusecripts ‘os 199 8504 ;
In binding manuseripts Nes ses sk2 31 11, 0
Minor contingencies Yes s s 137-15° 0
. Sdiatal’ o, 600 0 0
! 4. During the year under report, 32 Sanskrit and 2 Tamil manuseripts were
; copied for the Library, and 3 Sanskrit and 5 Telugu manuscripts, which were in
i an injured condition, were restored. One Tamil and 72 Sanskrit manuscripts were
purchased. The number of the manuseripts presented to the Library is 133—124
; ‘ Sanskrit, 6 Tamil, 2 Telugu and 1 Canarese. ¢
[ 5. The library was visited by 1,484 persons, of whom 618 were readers, 710
b : copyists, and 156 were mere visitors. The corresponding numbers in the previous
year were 1,164, 579, 525 and 60, respectively. The following statement shows the
| numbers of persons who copied and read manuscripts on each subject, and also the
, . total of those numbers:— .
A s No. of No, of .
% : Subjects. copyists. | readers. Total,
1 | Poetry G . o e - - 64 112 176
2 | Mantra - ik =5 o . 5 86 40 126
8. | Medicine .. = o v . e 73 53 126
4 | Purana . e "e . s e 83 38 121
f b | History T S e s S e 56 52 108 °
L : 6 | Grammar o R vs o . .y 53 32 86
i} 7 | Catalogne .. . v p- . 1 82 83
N S IR S T TR T R 25 78
. ; 9 | Lexicon N7 s o %y . 5 40 10 50
HE X 10 | Local records o o o . Er 18 40 58
4R *11 | Eulogium on deities . 13 o . 32 14 46
. | 12 | Astrology .. . o . . o 21 18 39
13 Stories Ve .0 e .. ve e 15 18 33
. 14 | Dharmasastra 3% 5 e . o 10 21 31
b TR R T e Tt 16 31
i 16 | Nyayasastra ., o " . i . 27 1 28
17 | Ganmta P MR - ik o ¥e 17 3 20
N 18 | Morality o el 5 ] . A 10 8 18
! | 10 | Vedigfheology  os e aa 00 e 16 + 19
“. ; 20 | Musie a5 v g s e o 15 o 15
H ' . 21 | Drama g AT o R 1 3 10 10
o | 22 | Agama o . 9 9
o5t | 23 | Inseription . e S s e e 1 4 6
| 24 | Geography .. R g LA s o ve 3 5 3
1l ’1 25 | Christuvisaya e N e ¥ " 1 2 3
B | I R N e T R Y T 3 3
| 27 | Architecture AT e R b E e i 1 1 2
¥ 28 | Yogasastra .. . . . .o o l— % 1 1
" { 29 Palmistry ae " . . o .o 1 1
# - : Tota] ..| 710 | 618 | 1,328
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6. With regard to the work done by the staff of the Library, I beg to state that

the most ordinary work is to attend to the wants of the visitors, such as taking out the
manuscripts from the places in the bookshelves where they are kept and handing
them over to the visitors, and, when they are returned, putting them back in their
places. 1If the visitors want any information about the works mentioned in the cata-
logue of the Library, it is given to them as far as possible. This work is done by the
peon and the clerk; and in his absence by the pandits. - | P

For the safety of the manuseripts of the Library it is found necessary to clean
them once in every year ; and. for this purpose one peon is always engaged in examin-
ing the manuscripts, while the other aftends to the wants of the visitors Every
manuseript is examined carefully and cleaned, and the worms found are remo;red and,
if necessary, the earth oil, which is a very powerful preventive against the insects. is
applied also. DBy examining and cleaning the manuscripts in this way, we are
enabled.also to find out those manuseripts which are much injured, and restore them

A general catalogue is prepared of all the works which are transcribed, purchased

and presented every year, and is forwarded with the annual report. A catalogue was

appended to the annual report of the last but on — imils
b s g | | : one year (1893 V4), anq a similar one

A descriptive catalogue of all the works collected during a year i

will mclpde the above cqtalogue, together with a desgription gf tge rarlg a%rglzf;;grtaa?l(:
manuscripts, and some information about the works and the authors of these works

their dates, contemporary and past authors, and similar literary and historieal mattera;
which can be gathered from those works, * For this purpose all the rare and important
works which are collected during a year are studied by me and the pandits, and all
passages and words occurring in the works which are likely to be of any use are marked
and extracted, and the materials thus gathered will be embodied in the report. A
eatalogue of this kind has been 1n preparation for the books collected during 1893.—94

and will be completed and submitted within a month or two. [ shall then begin a
similar catalogue for the works collected during the last year. e

During the last'summer vacation, T went to m native i 1
of the Salem district, where I examined the 1ibmrie§ of mx;ﬂ?:;r;(’ﬁzq;zagt;:g aa:g(‘; :
catalogue of the manuscripts contained in those libraries. I selected from theIrJn such
works as were rare and not found in the Library and got a loan of them from the
owners. Some of them were transcribed for the Library during the year under report
and the remaining will be transcribed in the current year. Some manuseripts gveré
obtained from their owners in the mofussil through the agency of my friegds and
transcripts of them were made for the Library. Arrangements were made with Mr
A. Mahadeva Sastriar, Curator of the Mysore Oriental Library, to secure two perma-
nent copyists to transeribe for our Library some rare and useful manuseri tspwhieh
were discovered in the Mysore territory, and which the owners were unwillinl;g to send

to Madras. I got a catalogue of the very rich Palace library of Hig Highness the °

Maharaja of Travancore made for the use of our Library by M jaraj

Principal of the Sanskrit *College, Trevandrum. - Mr.y R).T If{?i:}{lifr;?:h}:ram;a; M:;
old student of the Presidency College, Lecturer, Maharaja’s Collece Pudukl;(ittz'zi.,wus
kind enough to Jprepare a catalogue of all the Sanskrit manus%ripts of the Palace
library of His Highness the Maharaia of Pudukkéttai. Arrangements will be made

for acquiring copies of the most usefy] and import: : ibrari
whioh sremot found in onr* Libesry, portant manuscripts of those libraries

Owing to the absence of 8. Vaidyanatha Sastriar on sick leave, none of the Library
staff could be sent on. travelling to any remote part -of the Presidency in search of
Sanskrit manuseripts, as the Persons who were appointed to act for him were not
trained in the work of searching for Sanskrit manuseripts. N. *Rangachariar was
however able to undertake short trips to Conjeeveram in the Chingleput district, and

3

In consequence of the reduction of the annual grant of Rs. 3,200 to the small
contingent allowance of Rs. 600, the operations for the search and preservation of
Sanskrit manuscripts became considerably curtailed. Travelling to the different parts
of the Presidency in search of manuscripts, visiting the public and private Jibraries in
each district, preparing the catalogues of the manuscripts found in those libraries and
publishing them, have been given up. Our efforts are now confined simply to getting
the catalogues of the libraries in the mofussil towns and villages through the agencies
of friends, and by undertaking short and cheap trips to places which contain:. good
libraries, getting a loan of the manuscripts from the owners, and having them tran-

.~ scribed in Madras, and, if the owner will not send them to Madras, appointing the local

pandits to copy the manuscripts under the superintendence of trustworthy agents, and
purchasing the manuscripts if the owners wish to sell them ; and so on.

The above two catalogues refer to the manuseripts collected in each year. Apart
from them there is a third catalogue which is a descriptive one and refers to the whole
contents of our Library. It consists of about.15,000 slips, each containing the name
of a work, a short description of the manuseript, and passages from the beginning and
the end of it. The work was commenced in 1888 and it was finished about the end"
of March 1893 according to the annual report of 1892-93. :

- The following statements occur in the annual reports of 1891-92 and 1892-93 : —

“The descriptive catalogue of the Sanskrit manuscripts has made steady progress
during this yéar, more than a fourth part of the work is finished, and before long the
whole descriptive catalogue will be ready for print. Tt is a work of great compass,
and, as many extracts must be made with accuracy, it can only progress slowly.

“ Besides attending to the usual routine work of the office, the establishment
had to apply themselves vigorously to finishing the catalogue of Sanskrit manuscripts ;
and I am happy to be able to report that the above catalogue has been completed. If
the several slips are carefully revised and alphabetically arranged, there will be no
difficulty in printing the catalogue if it is thought desirable to do so.”

From the above statements we have to infer that more than a fourth part (we
may say roughly a third part) of the descriptive catalogue was finished by the end of
March 1892. This work (that is, one-third of the whole catalogue) was” commenced
in 1888, and was completed in 1892, and so occupied four years; and if we calculate
the time required for completing the remaining two-thirds of the work, we should
have eight years at least. But, according to the annual report of 1892-93, this
portion of the work—that is, two-thirds of th9 descriptive catalogue —was done and
completed in one year. From this we have to infer that there was an undue haste in
preparing the latter portion of the catalogue.

From the above statements it will be clearly seen that the work of the Library
staff has considerably increased, as they have to study carefully all the important
manuseripts which are collected during every year, and gather materials for a descrip-
tive catalogue; and-I hope that, notwithstanding the decrease of work owing to the
reduction of the annual grant, better work will be turned out every year, and that
what is lost in quantity will be made up by quality,

As usual, a register is kept in the office showing the work dome by the staff
of the Library. Two months were spent 1n examining the manuscripts collected
during the year under report—six in studying the most important manuscripts and
collecting materials for the descriptive catalogue, and four in revising the descriptive
catalogue of the manuseripts of the library which was, as already stated, commenced
in 1885 and finished before March 1893.

7. The following is a list of journals, catalogues and printed books presented to
the Government Oriental Manuseripts Library, Madras, during the official year

1894-95 :—

No. of copies.

: i Mahébhﬁ,rata,"Annéﬁsamkapa,rva, last part .. 1
2, 'I'ne l'andit, Vol XVI 0.2 3 1
3. A Catalogue of Sanskrit manuscripts existing in Oudh Province, by

I'andiva Deviprasada, 1890 B T, el 1
4. Epigraphia Indica of the Archaological Survey of India A 7
5. Hindajanasamskarini, Vol. 10, No. 8 |
6. Manavadharmasastra, Vol 1 ... et sk 2
7 Do. Vol 11 Sk B Lk b o8 e 2
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8. Commentary-of Govinda Raja on Manavadharmasastra

9., Basavapurana ...
10. A Pamphlet on Agriculture, in Telugn

1f. Asien Catalogue No. 141, Asia Karl W., Hié;'.ssema.t'xh, Leigzig:lé.éci.
12. A Classified Catalogue of Sanskrit manuscripts tn the Government

Oriental Library, Mysore ... T
13. Vedantavilasa or Yatirajavijayam ...

14. Universal Encyclopeedic Calendar : A small .}-)‘a.mphi-o;t on .i.);autisl.l;.
15. Catalogue of Sanskrit manuscripts in Ulva State Library, compiled

by Professor Peterson ... o
16. Muir’s Sanskrit Texts, Vols. I to IV

17. ‘Gough’s Records of Ancient Sanskrit Literature .., . bt
18. Notes on Aryan and Dravidian Philology, Vol. I, Part 1, by

M. Seshagiri Sastriar :

19. Descriptive Catalogue of the Magkenzie Collection by H. H. Wilson

e

20. The Rajangalamahddyanam
21. Taittiriyasamhita
22. Madhaviyadhatuvritti

23. Pushpamanjari .

oo “se tes

24. Report on the search for Sanskrit manuscripts"iil the".Bomb.s;'y

No. of copies. ‘

LT LY

ees

sen “ue
“es

ot b e o ek Pt e b e et b G e et

Presidency during the years 1884-85, 1885-86, 1886-87, by

R. G. Bhandarkar, M.A., Pu.D. ...
25. Devangapurana

LY sese ten

1

8., A catalogue of all the manuscripts acquired during the year for thé Library

is annexed to this report.

9. In conclusion, I beg to request that Government

recognize the assistance which Messrs. A. Mahadevasastri,

B.A., Rajaraja Varma, ».a.,

and R. Krishnamachar, a.a., have kindly rendered me in my search for Sanskrit

manuscripts,

!’%

will be good enough to
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From the report of the Curator, Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, for
1894-95, the Director would characterize the work turned out ag fairly satisfactory.

The few changes in the establishment were owing to the absence of the Vernacular
Munshi on leave from 6th September 1894,

2. These changes in a way rendered it difficult fop the Curator to send any
member of his establishment to distant parts in the Presidency in search of manu-
scripts. It was understood that, after the cessation of the anpyg] grant for this
purpose, the work would devolve on the officer conduct; :
in the Madras Presidency (vide G0, No. 2827, Publie, dateq 4th December 1885).
The Curator, however, sent N. Rangachari to Conj g g
North Arcot distriet and obtained through him some rare manuscripts, He himself,

during his stay at Tiruppattir at midsummer, got severa i

' I manuseripts, which were in
the hands of the local pandits, transeribed. He also arranged for the transeription of
several rare manuscripts discovered In the Mysore territory ; M.R.Ry. A. Mahadeva
Sastri, the Curator of the Oriental Library in that state, giving the required help.

He secured two catalogues : one of the Palace library of His Highness the Maharaja
of Travancore by M.R.Ry. Rajaraja Varma, wm.a., and another of the Palace library

in the Pudukkdéttai State by M.R.Ry. R. Krishnamachari, M.A.  The names of these
gentlemen deserve mention for the assistance they have rendered the Curator.

. i during th as 248 as
against 331 during 1893-94, the fall being : Bl
those acquired by gift. These two classes were
104 and 204 in the previous year,
restored increased from 23 t, 42,
transcription amounted to about Rs. 430
allotment of Rs. 600 for binding and other
4. The Library was visiteq by 1,484 p
over the figure for 1893-94. There was
and copyists, the numbers rising from 579 to 618 a
5. The descriptive,catalogue has not yet re
The Curator is requested to hasten the o i
him by Government in its Order No. 552,

leaving only Rs. 170 of the contingent
charges,

Director of Public Instruction.

To the Curator, Government Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras,
»» Principals, First Grade Colleges.

»» the Principal, T'eachers’ College.

» the Editor, the Indian Journal of Education.
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