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GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.

Reap—again the following papers :—

G.0., dated 5th Dec. 1893, No. 890, Educational.
s 5, 28rd May 1894 ,, 368 5

Resap—also the following papers :—

From the Hon’ble Mr. D. DUNCAN, m.4., D.Sc., Director of Public Instruction,
to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated Madras, 11th January 1895,
No. 225.

With reference to G.0., Educational, No. 358, of the 23rd May 1894, I bave
the honour to submit copy of a letter from the Principal, College of Engineering,
No. 317-C., dated 28th August last, and to state that I agree with him in thinking that
Government servants who wish to obtain college certificates as draughtsmen should be
required to attend the college, go through the prescribed course and appear for the
final examination before the College Board of Examiners. To allow such men to appear
for the final examination without going through the college course would, as pointed
out by Lieutenant-Colonel Smart, seriously damage the prospects of the draughtsmen

ing out of the college. Further, it seems anomalous to award college certificates
to persons who have not attended and gone through the prescribed college course.
Masters in Government and other schools desirous of securing trained teachers’ certi-
ficates are required to undergo training in a training institution before they qualify
for such certificates, and the same principle should govern the case of Government
servants seeking college certificates as draughtsmen or surveyors. :

9. Tt seems to me that the proper course would be to provide for the examination
of such candidates under the Government Technical Examination Notification.

ENCLOSURE.

From Lieutenant-Colonel A. W. SMART, Acting Principal, College of Engineering, Madras, to
the Director of Public Instruction, dated 28th August 1894, No. 317-C.

With reference to your No. 5506, dated 8th June 1894, I have the honour to state that I
am of opinion that Government servants who wish to come up for the examination of draughtsmen
in order to obtain certificates should be sent to the college for the prescribed course, their fees
and maintenance being paid by Government if they consider this course necessary. To allow
men not educated at the college to appear for examination, unless such cases were very few and
far between, would seriously damage the prospects of the dranghtsmen passing out of the college.

No. 224.

Referred to the Public Works Department for favour of remarks (with a copy of
G.0., dated 23rd May 1894, No. 358, Educational).
Forr St. GEORGE, (Signed)

A. BUTTERWORTH, |
5th February 1895. :

Under Secretury.
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2 21st June 1895, No. 525, EDUCATIONAL. .

Note by the Chief Engineer, Public Works Department, dated 8th February
1895.

My opinion is absolutely and entirely opposed to that of the Principal of the
College of Engineering and of the Director of Public Instruction.

2. I can see no reason whatever for compelling persons who wish to attend an
examination at the college to go through a course of instruction at the same institution ;
the examination is intended to prove the presence or absence of certain qualifications
without any reference to the manner in which they are obtained.

3. I do not consider that there is any analogy between the case of teachers and that
of draughtsmen, and I am bound to add that I do not consider the argument that the
proposed concession would damage the prospects of draughtsmen passing out of the
college to be worthy of serious discussion.

. 4. The dearth of draughtsmen qualified for the work of this department is a very
serious evil and every encouragement should be given to men desirous of obtaining

the necessary qualifications, without reference to the source from which they are
obtained.

(Signed) J. PENNYCUICK, Col., R.E.,
Chief Engineer, P. W.D.

No. 537-C.

Transferred to the Eduecational Department with advertence to its endorsement,
No. 224, dated 5th February 1895, and the referred papers returned.

(Signed)  J, PENNYCUICK, Col., R.E,
12{h February 1895. Secretary to Government, P.W.D.

Endorsement, in the Public Works Department, dated 10th May 1895, No. 140-D.

——

OrpEr—dated 21st June 1895, No. 525, Educational.

In G.O., dated 5th December 1893, No. 890, Educational, the Government
resolved to amend the rules of the College of Engineering so as to allow of the grant
of modified first and second class draughtsman’s certificates to third and second grade
draughtsmen in the Public Works Department, but no provision was made for the
grant of modified third-class certificates because the intention was merely to enable
ex-students of the College of Engineering to qualify for promotion by obtaining certi-
ficates of higher classes.

In G.O., dated 23rd May 1894, No. 358, Educational, however, the question was
raised whether facilities should not be afforded to enable men who had never been at
the college to obtain modified draughtsman’s certificates of all classes and the Director
of Public Instruction and the Principal of the College were asked to report on the
point.

2. The Principal and the Director of Public Instruction are opposed to the grant of
modified certificates to men who have never been at the college as they believe that it
will seriously affect the prospects of the students of that institution. It is further
pointed out by the Director of Public Instruction that it is anomalous to grant college
certificates to persons who have not gone through the prescribed course. The chief
Engineer combats this view and expresses the opinion that the dearth of draughtsmen
qualified for the work of the Public Works Department renders it expedient that
every encouragement should be given to men desirous of qualifying themselves for
employment. He therefore proposes that men who have not attended the college
course should be permitted to appear for the same examination as regular students and
should receive similar certificates provided that they pass an equally good examination.

e N N A A A N A AN I A NI AN PN

o 21st June 1895, No. 525, EpUCATIONAL. 3

8. This proposal necessitates an alteration in the college rules. At present the
maximum number of marks obtainable is 1,000, of which 600 are awarded by the
Board of Examiners and 400 by the College staff for work dome in the college.
Students who obtain 500 marks and a minimum of 36 per cent. in each of the seven
subjects receive third-class certificates; they are not required to obtain separate
minima at the examination and can supplement deficiencies thereat by good work in
their course at the college. This is an advantage of which outside students are
necessarily deprived, and in order, as the Chief Engineer desires, to place both classes
of candidates on the same footing, it is essential that separate minima should be
prescribed for examination marks. Certificates would then be given to all candi-
dates, whether outside men or students in the college, who obtain the requisite
minima at the examination. The necessity of retaining the system of giving marks
for term work appears open to question, though it might be considered desirable to
mark the superiority of a college student who had obtained high term marks by
noting the fact on his certificate.

4. The Government is not prepared to agree entirely with the Chief Engineer
but has no objection to giving his plan a trial for two years. In order that this may
be done, the Director of Public Instruction"will now be requested to report how the
examination marks should be distributed, what separate minima he considers should
be adopted, and whether term marks should continue to be granted.

(True Extract.)

Chief Secretary.

To the Director of Public Instruction.
Public Works Department.

”

Edx. A. Raitt.
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