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- PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE
(ReveNvue SerTLEMENT, LAND RECORDS AND AGRICULTURE).

Reap—again the following Proceedings of the Board of Revenue (Revenue Settlement,
Land Records and Agriculture), dated 11th December 1894, Mis. No. 7540 : —

Read—the following letter from the Hon'ble D. DUNCAN, wm.a., D.Sc., Director of
Public Instruction, Madras, to the Secretary to the Commissioner of Revenue
Settlement, Land Records and Agriculture, dated Madras, 5th November
1894, No. 10634 : —

With reference to paragraph 2 of the Board’s Proceedings, No. 308, dated 30th V"V- w‘/ ”
July 1894, I have the honour to invite the attentiun of the Board to Mr. Monro’s v ,O'q L
letter, No. 13151, dated 6th December 1893, communicating Mr. Walter Kcess’ -
views regarding the time devoted at the College of Agriculture to instruction in e
Surveying and Levelling and Agricultural Engineering. I would add that Mr. Keess i
still adheres to the opinion then expressed. . ¢

Lesolution—dated 11th December 1894, Mis. No. 7540,
Recorded.

2. During the last two years, the time devoted to the two subjects under reference
has been as follows :— : ¢

-~

1892-93. 1893-94. 1892-93. 1893-94.

Lectum,?mcnul.
2 | 8-

Burveying and Levelling ..
Agziog:lgnl Engineering ,.

——— e

~ All subjects ..

Burveying and Levelling .,
Agricultural Engincering ,.

All subjects .,

1,081 [ 1,17

The annual reports of the Cellege show also that the abova.ﬁgﬁres do not fully
represent the time devoted to these subjects by the students, whilst the division of
the time between lecture-room and practical work is admittedly approximate only,
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3. It appears to the Board that to devote the time of upwards of forty full work-
ing days to a subject of such subsidiary importance in an agricultural training as
Surveymmg and Levelling is inadvisable, and that if, on the present svllabus, this is
found necessary, it should be considered whether the syllabus cannot be simplified.

(True Copy and Extract.)

(Signed) P. RAJARATNA MUDALIAR,

Secretary.
To the Director of Public Instruction.

Reap—also the following letter from the Hon’ble . DUNCAN, ma., D.Sc.,
Director of Public Instruction, Madras, to the Secretary to the Commissioner
of Revenue Settlement, Land Records and Agriculture, dated Madras, 28th
January 1895, No 803 :—

With reference to Proceedings of the Board of Revenue, Mis No. 7510, dated
11th December 1814, T have the hononr to forward, for the information of the Board,
the enclosed copy of a letter from the Acting Principal, College of Agriculture,
No. 1056, dated 17th idem, and to state that, after perusing the arguments put
forth by Mr Keess, I am inclined to the opinion expressed by him, viz., that it is not
desirable at present to reduce the time devoted to Surveying and Levelling at the
College.

E.\ CLOSURE.

From W. KEESS, Esq.. Acting Principal, College of Agriculture, to the Director of Public
Instruction, dated Saidapet, 17th December 1894, No. 1056,

With reference to your endorsement, No 12235, of the 15th Dfacember. on Boarl’s Pro-
ceedings (Revenue Settlement, Land Records anl Agriculture), Mis No. 7540, dated 11th
December 1894 (herewith returned, as requested), I have the hononr to state that, so long as
the present syllabus in Su veying and Levelling is in use at the College no redt_lctlon in the time
devoted to the teaching of that subject is practicable. No doubt the syllabuses in all the Colleg:e
subjects, including Surv-ying, will require periodical revision, fnr. experience w1ll. sh?w thgu‘
weak points, but as far as matters have gone at present, I don’t think the syllabus in Surveying
ueeds alteration.

2. T am willing to acknowledge that at first sight_ thq time d.evotml to' SW?,‘E//I?}Q and chpl.
ling appears excessive, bnt when the nature of the s}xbject is f:omulered, this ob]ectmp vanishes.
A 'grea,t deal of the work (such as out-door surveying, plotting, &e.). may be described as to a
great extent mechanical and, such being the case, mast oceupy long hours. What, however,
should be considered is not the number of hours shown in the annual report as devoted to the
teaching of a certain subject, but the drnand made on the students’ time in maxtering that subject.
In some subjects (viz., Agrieultural Chemistry, Agriculture, Botany, Materia Medica, Anatomy,
&o.), a certain lecture lasting an Your may en‘ail ten or mere haws of private study on the
part of a student at different times of his career, whereas a plan-drawing class may occupy three

hours, but there is no further demand on the students’ time. Again. the mental effort required -

on the part of students during the hours devoted to diﬂereng subjepts must be considered.
There is no comparison between the mental effort “put forth during a given time devoted to one
of the subjects enumerated above and that put f()!‘t!l durmg the same time devoted to out-door
surveying or plan-'rawing. After thres lectures in tl}e forenonn I should not hesitate about
making a student spend three hours in the afternoon in plan-drawing; whereas I would never,
under any circumstance, make him instead undergo three lectures on certain subjects. The
inconvenienca to the work of the Collega in having long hours devoted to Surceying and Levelling
is not such as to call for any remedy. I think you will agree w_xth‘ me in saying that .mferences
drawn from a tabular statement of hours devoted to teaching dissimilar subjects are likely to be
misleading. ; .

3. I consulted the Instructor of Suryveing and Levelling (M.R.Ry. Subramaniya Aiyar,
B.c E.) on the point and his proposals are as follow : —

¥irst.—The snbmission of plans should not be required, but the practioa} exgmination
should ba extended so as to inelnde plan-drawing. I am altogether opposed to this being done.
8-cond — 'he syllabus shonld be extended so as to include the special work required Qf
Rovenue Inspoetors (vide- Board’s Proceedings, No. 379, dated 14th Septpmb_er -1894), If this
can be done, and if the Board will then accept a pass in the syllabusin lien of the speeial

9

o -
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ining prescribed for Revenue Inspectors, I think this proposal might be seriously consic :

g?énllf"] gtl?ese officers are in any case to undergo further training, I am ()p}.)osed to M.R Ry.

Subramaniya Aiyar’s second proposal, on the ground that it will, if adopted, increase the work
in surveying without any corresponding advantage.

ResoLutron—dated 13th February 1895, No. 33.

The correspondence read above will be submitted for the information of
‘Government.

2. This correspondence arose from a remark made by the Board, in paragraph 2
of its Proceedings, dated 30th July 1894, No. 308, reviewing the report of the
College of Agrieulture, to the effect that ““ an amount of time disproportionate with
importance of the subjects is taken up in teaching Surveying and Levelling and
Agricultural Engineering.”” The Board had in its Proceedings, dated 22nd June
1893, No. 247, previously suggested that the standards in those subjects were pitched -

 too high, but the Director of Public

* Board’s Procecdings, dated 18th Deoember Instruction * did not favour it with any

1893, No. 7200. remarks of his own on the subject. The

matter was then, however, before Govern-

ment, and in its Proceedings, dated 29th August 1893, No. 361, the Board had

drawn attention to this point. In its

1 G.O., dated 22nd Juns 1894, No. 480, Edl. ~ orders T regarding the re-organisation of

. L= W 6L e the College, the Government did not,

however, allude to this matter, and the Board therefore considers it advisable that it
should now be fully considered.

3. The reports of the Examiners at the Government Technical examinations show |
that there is ample room for the improvement in the practical training of the students in
Agriculture, which, the Board would point
o 'y the Government ffhas insisted on as
being necessary. Most of the work for
this purpose must be to a great extent mechanical. and will demand a large amount of
time. It is pointed out by Mr. Keess that a great deal of the work in Surveying and
Levelling 1s of a similar eharacter, and demands a great deal of time also. Although
the Board admits that the standard of the examination in such a subject will var
aceording as the Examiner be an Engincer, or a Surveyor, the scope of the syllabus
in Surveying and Levelling at present prescribed appears to be more extensive than is
required to qualify any student for such work as would fall to a subordinate employed
in the Land Revenu: Depurtment, or on any large estate, whilst much of it may be
regarded as introductory to the other subject alluded to——Agricultural Engineering.
Although the seope of the syllabus for examination is as described, the Board (acting

% G.0, dated 4th July 159, No. 575, Rev.

on the advice of the Superintendent of Survey, on the ground that further training is

required to learn practically the method of preparation and use of Revenue Survey
records) has laid down that passing in Surveying and Levelling shall not exempt a
Revenue Inspector from the necessity for going through a further special training in
Surveying.

4. Under the orders quoted above for the re-oroanisation of the College, it is to
be expected that a large proportion of the successful students of the College will in
the future enter the Land Revenue Department, and it is advisable either —

(1) so to modify the test as to overcome the objections of the Superintendent,
of Survey to it as a qualification for employment as Revenue Inspector ; or

(2) to circumscribe the test as closely as may be possible, with a view to more
time being set at liberty for practical agricultural training,

It appears to the Board, however, that both these objects may possibly be attained
by a eareful revision or recasting of the syllabus, or by revising the syllabus in Agri-
cultural Kngineering so as to include thereunder all the Surveying and Levelling
necessary, It would therefore suggest that the Commissioner for Giovernment
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Examinations may be requested to form a committee with this object, on which the ’- : P Y TV
Board would suggest that Mr. Cardozo and Major Love, R.E., may be requested to- - Yy bt Wil . e SR eaSTmenh |
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To the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department,

with copy of Board 8 Proceedings, Mis. No. 7200 of 1893.. "
,» Director of Public Instruction. ,
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