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Ixpra Orrice,

London, the 24th January 1895.

Public (Educational).
No. 4.

To His Excellency the Right Honourable the Governor General of India in Couneil.

My Lorbp,

I have received the letter of your Government, No. 6, dated 11lth
September last, forwarding copies of a Review of the state and progress of
education throughout British India during the five years 1857-88—1891-92,
together with your Resolution thereon.

The review is of great interest, and I concur in your commendation of the
care and ability exhibited by Mr. Nash in its compilation. The resolution of
your Excellency in Council has dealt fully with the most important points
presented in the review, and by adding the figures for 1892-93 has brought the
information as nearly as possible up to date. [ have nothing to add at present
to the orders contained therein, and I must express my satisfaction at the
efforts which have been made to further the progress of education during the
period under review. The results, however, do not appear to me to be in all
respects proportionate to those efforts.

3. During the five yearsin question the number of pupils attending
public educational establishments has risen by only 12 per cent., as against an
increase of 24 per cent. in the previous quinquennium; and, as your Excel-
lency in Council remarks, there has been no substantial change in the propor-
tion of students in colleges and in secondary and primary schools respectively.
Yet it is primary education which, in accordance with the recommendation of
the Education Commission, has been regarded as having the chief claim on the
State; and the expenditure on it from public funds has increased by 17 per
cent., as compared with an increase of less than 7 per cent. on secondary edu-
cation. The education of the bulk of the children is said to come to its end
with the primary course, and it is not altogether satisfactory to find that there
has been no substantial increase in the number of pupils in that stage.

4. T observe with regret also that, in spite of the greatly increased expen-

diture on training schools, your Government is again compelled to notice the

deficiencies of the teachers, especially in primary schools The adequacy,
moral as well as mental, of the teachers is of vital importance to good
education, and the remarks of the Director of Public Instruction in the Pun-
jab, which are quoted on page 863 of the review, appear to me to present an
1deal which it'should be the object of all training schools to realise. -

5. The condition of education in the North-West Provinces and Oudh
is another regrettable matter which has been brought to light by this compa-
rative Review. Both in the number of scholars attending primary and second-
ary schools, and in the proportion they bear to the population of school-going
age, there has been a marked retrograde movement in that Province
during tbe period in question. Notwithstanding an increase of expenditure
amounting to nearly 5 lakhs, the number of pupils under instruction has dim-
inished by 47,000.

6. On the whole, however, the result of this exhaustive Review is decid.
edly encouraging. The increased expenditure from feesis a welcome sign
that the people are learning to appreciate the value of education, and to rely
more upon their own resources, and less on the State and the generosity of
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