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Repant of Yhe Committee for the Refoun, ., e

OF

TAMIL SCRIPT et

A Committee consisting of the following four
members was appointed by the Hon’ble Minister tor
Education of the Madras Government (with Sri. T. S,
Chockalingam as Convenor) to consider the question ot
reforming the Tamil script to suit the modern require-
ments and make recommendations:

i. Sri T. S. Chockalingam,

Editor,*Dinasari” Madras. (Convenor of
the Committee)

2. Sri R. P. Sethu Pillai,

Head of the Tamil Départment, Univer-
sity ol Madras.

3. Sri S. Gopalan,

All-India Radio (then Station Director,
Madras)

4. Sri T. N. Subramaniara.

Five mcetings of the Commitiee were held on the
grd, 4th, 1oth, 17th and 24th September, 1947 and all the
four members of the Commuttee attended the meetings. For
all the meetings ot the Committee excepting the first,
Sri K. P. R, Menon, Deputy Superintendent of the
Government Press, Madras and Sri M. Sambandam,
Proprietor ol M/s Nelson & Co., Type founders, Madras.
were also present by special invitation.

It was agreed that the total number of different
characters necessary for printing in the lamil language
should be reduced from the present unwieldy figure and
also that there should be uniformity in the use ot symbols or
signs for the different characters. The maximum number
ot separate characters that could be »har_ldled in the
Composing machine was taken as the iarget aimed at. This
permits a total of 124 characters (9o ¢n the main magazine
and 34 on the side magazine) of which 29 would be needed
‘for the various numerals, punctuation marks and other
special signs required for printing, as per details given in




(2) :
Appendix I, leaving a balance of g5 for the Tamik
alphabets.

It was decided that the most fruitful method of
arriving at the desired result was the separation of the
vowel symbols of the vowel consonants as distinct ones and
adoption of these symbols uniformly for the different
characters. : :

. Various suggestions and designs were considered and
discussed. The final recommendations of the Committee
are given hereunder :

Pure Vowels: 2, 25 a, 94,5 1, @3 u, 2 ; u, 2ar;

e, sT;e 930, 6p; o, g No change.

i (long) ® The present form of this vowel is so
different from the form ot the short vowel that it involves a
strain for the people who are learning the language. So it
was agreed that the alternative form of the long vowel (&)
whi ch is now diopping out of use may be made the
standard form, in place of the existing one.

: al, g ; au, spar : A certain amount of confusion
exists at present in the use of these two diphthong
vowels, some persons substituting ay ( 9ju1) and ap ( 2po1)
for these two  But it is necessary to retain these as separate
vowels A consonant character (a1) is being used as an
additional symbol to denote the diphthong vowel aqu (s 1)
and this leads to a certain amount of confusion. |t was
decided to change the character (ar) so as to make 1t
distinct (ar). '

_ Pure consonants: Even though a considerable reduc-
tion in the number of characterscould be had by separating
the dot on the tep of the pure consonants, it was decided
that this would be a radical change and 1t was therefore
agreed that separate characters should continue to be used
with the dot on top as an integral part.

Vowel symbols of vowel consonants :

a (long) w, This is used for all consonants except
n.n and r (ewr, em, m) for which separate symbols indi-
cating the vowel consonants as a whole are used. [t was
decided that the symbol (w ) be used for these three also
for uniformity,

ai (em ): Similarly the symbol for @i is used for all
characters except n, n, | and [ (w1, s, ® ar ). [he
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same principle to be applied here also and ' uniformity
maintained.

i,i. (®, w) : The symbols for denoting the vowels i,
chort and long, are at present attached as ligatures to the
existing consonant forms. These may be separated and
this would result in a considerable saving of the characters.
Several designs were considered and it was considered that
the existing ones alfter separation are easier lor use. These
would fit in with all the consonants, exceptt (1) which
has an opening at the right. But this could not be avoided.

u, u, (2,2 ): At present separate characters are
used for each vowel consonant of these two varieties and
there is also no uniformity ol the symbols. Various designs
were considered and none were found suitable, except
‘hose used tor the Grantha character (™, @ ). It these are
adopted, there will be a considerable saving ol characters,
But it was considered that this would be a radical change
that might create difficulties, 1n the adoption of the
recommendations. It is therefore suggested that this change
may be introduced at a later stage when 1t is thought that
there would not be any difficulty in the adoption.

e, e0,0,au (1.6, 6@, 59, a7 )2 The existing ones,
after the adoption ot the distinct symbol ot qu (e ) ta
distinguish 1t trom the consonant torm, may be continued.

The five grantha characters g, o, aw, aam, gap which
have already come into popular use are to be retained.

The total number ot keys that would now be
required to accommodate for the above will be as follows:

Vowels 12 9 9y, G, w 2, 2N
T T o @ @ ¥
9, U HID I
Consonants 18
Pure consonants 18
Vowel marks 6 1.7° G. G, s»
s, m €lC. 18
aa, @ etc. 18
™, Az, OV, A, Fap 2
8137 61, AN, glh)s Jﬁ.’;‘ 5
= ), 2
60y uf), @po. 1B, @ 5
108

[ A
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But the total figure of 108 arrived at above, is already

in excess of the total of g5 available.

It is therefore suggested that the following need not
be provided in the magazines of the Composing machine

but provided separately as pi. |

&y . 610, A, Fap D
&, @y o0, QD dap. d
. B 2
(Which are practically not used)
BN I
e

We have so far coansidered only about the existing
characters. But the present characters are not sufficient to
express other more important sounds which have come into
use to meet the growing needs of the language. This very
question was discussed some seven years ago by another
Committee, representing various interests and ie which
three members of the present Committee were also members.
It was then decided that provision should be made to denote
the soft sounds of the hard consonants k, t, th and p (i.e, g,
d, dh and b) as also fand z. It was then agreed that
instead of creating new characters for these, the following
existing ones may be used with the addition of an underiine
to denote their softness.

& [ g) (W} bid lgo)

g d dh b t z

This suggestion was brought into use by all the Tamil
Daily papers immediately. But 1t slowly fell into disuse
due to various reasons.

It was decided by the present committee that the
above suggestions may again be adopted now. For this, 12
new characters would be required (six for ordinary conso-
nants and six for pure consonants with dot on top).

No provision is made separately tor the characters of
vowel-consonants g, long and short, of these six, so that
the symbols = and ® may be used for these and this will
for the present show these as distinct from the ordinary
characters, and also pave way for the use of these u symbols
uniformly for all the characters at a later stage, by famili-
arising them from now onwards.

/
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By adopting the above suggestions, 25 characters
would be required to be provided for as ‘pi’ over ard
above the 124 characters provided in the magazines of the
composing .machine. But when the suggestion of using
uniform symbols for the vowel signs of u, short and long,
in the vowel consonants instead of retaining the existing
torms is given effect to, then all these could be provided
in the composing machine itselt, even leaving a lew keys
spare for any other extra sign.

Before concluding the report, we would like to
mention the special help rendered by Sri M. Sambandam
of Mys. Nelson & Co, Type tounders, Madras to the
Committee by supplying the members with various designs
for discussion, preparing typecasts and Jfurnishing them
with passages printed, side by side in the existing and
proposed types and by Sri. K. P. R. Menon, Deputy
Superintendant, Government Press, Madras 1n attending
all the mectings and giving us technical and expert advice.

(Sd.) T. S CHOCKALINGAM,
Convenor, 10 2.48.

o
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APPENDIX I

Total characters required for numerals, punctua-
tion marks and other special signs required for printing.

Numerals: 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,0
Punctuation marks , ; : . ! ? =
Spaces ( Em, En, Thin)

Leader

Paranthesis

Bracket

“Em’’ dash

Reference marks

I0

N = N N = 0 0

Printed at Navajeevan Press, 2 A, Poonamallee High Road, Madras 3,

M S. 5:6—Copies 100. 25—2—7'43.
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To those who want to use a machine with

main & side magazines we suggest
arrangement.

the followin®

Magazines Main & Side

Pi

9 D 3), @‘
®_, @ar, 6T, o, .
Ty 1, ° =, @,
@, @, e,

. by (). Tor,
Thly 15/,

F.F, dy Ty g
Lyt ®, @,
60T, G0OT, G00)/, GINT s e
e Sk S |
5L b, Ihl, IhT. Sy ==
L1, Ly Ly L,
Ui" LD, Py Py
Wiy Wiy U Uy
Ty 0. (- @D 5ily @,
60, 6Vy @), GUTy —
®ly @, @, @),
D2 e e
Gy @Iy (@, (31,
Dy D Mly 0Ty
001, 00Ty 60)|y GO)T.
b, 6bg. @y, 1B, 2y

Fody T

02y Oy

67.1), @D,
@_JD’ @Dy

D, 8 &

o0
co

Numerals .. 10
Punctuation Marks .. 8
Spaces 3
Leader

25

1
Paranthesis 2
Bracket )
KEm dash 1
Reterence Marks., 2

| ot
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To use the machine with main magazine
only we suggest the following arrangement. -

Main Magazine Pi :

» o ey, T, @, 0l

©hs i, Sl (B,

3 [ "

7a oI, DIT- ST, i,

7 NG )

@py Ap O DTy DT,
g, B, 09, i
oh, B/, Db},
E‘—y e @) ¥ .

500F, 5T, o
b, B 5l

(A

B
9
9 9

H
8
F

> i

L—:/! L, L[, ,lﬁ,» it : ‘ ; ol ,__:}\ P a .
Ho, Dy (IDs CUf ) o , _ an tu‘buo(nz. A Cl')uu( ? Ho— I

=
IS

Wi, Wr, (W, , , ;
. » . 25

w, Fs (B DI, DL \ oL TR
s, o0, G 5. B s @ I

| @, @, @, PBop, Py ‘

. [' ;L", 10, (1 52 o,
I Ar A Ol oy @I, ‘

/D, D Db DD DDy ‘ o )

55Ts GO 5Dl LB, gy @I, I D, ' S 7 paee 2 ) BT T

¥ Numerals .. 10

S o

Punctuation Marks 4| Reference Marks.. 2 e (e T E A eI TR '
Spaces . 3 e 23 e W

L eader . —E;s" o et g Tl g R T

1 |
Paranthesis .2 Ny -
, | T T e AT it S NN S A, R - L

Em dash o s
90 | |
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" From (Name) Sri D.S. Reddi, M, A, (Oxon) , To :

’
R

4 Designation Director of Public Instruction

The Secretary to GOVernment ’

; MADRAS .« -
Paclosrest b 0 No, 455 L/h8 o dated e Bl DU 98
---------------------------- : O / '
e AL A Sir. y ' ‘L/

of the Committee =

SUB: Reform of Tamil Script - Repo

Views submitted. .
REF: Government Memo No.1463 /L8 Hdn,., dated 23,3+1948,

rnment Memo cited above, I have the honour

to enclose herewith the remarks of Sri S. Satchidanandeam Pillai, Befe, \
L.T., (Retired District Educational Officer) on the report of the Tamil
Reform Committee o His report is very comprehensive and embodies the
agreed opinion of the-members and I also enedese his views. :

With reference to Gove

Pasmy- Lnderse
T VVWMMW
__—_,_.————f
7-6 45
for DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
RAMU=9=6-48 AJ{ / l
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¢ - the provision'for devoting the soft sounds of the hard consonants K.t, th and p.
, This reform is not so simple and inoccuous as it may appear at first sight.

* seriousness of this consequence should be fully realised. The likely demand (1)

COPY’ ) i . @ Madres, 4th May 1948, \5 .
g = il e

From : : i ,,
Sri S. Satchidanandam Pillai, BeA., L.T., . 1
Retired District Educational Officer, RN
175 A Lloyds' Road, MADRAS 14, ‘i 3y
: A | ;
To . ’ I[ D
The Director of Public Instructign, MADLAS., 1
K Y &, “
Sir, 3 3 = : . ; \,

Subs: lieforn of Tamil Seript - Views on Report of Commitbee submithed,
Ref: Your RcoNo.455 Lek/L8 dated 5.4.48.

particularly lino printing - some changes have to be made in the ancient Tamil
script, But they can be welcomed only if they are shown to be absolutely -
necessary and fully justifiaeble, . . f

I support the recommendations of the Comaittee as regards the forms of
pure Vowels and pure consonants.

I support also the recommenda.tioné regarding the following Vowel :
symbols of Wowel-consonants:—

a (long) If; ai (a)); i i (3)) and 67 ) % 4 TFerr

As the presentiage demands a largest scale use of typing and printing (”

But I am of opinion that the Committee's hesitation in recommending

the r eform in the characters used for the vowel-consonants having ) S« mﬁ
them is not justifiable, having regard to the pressing need for simplk im#ying

the Tamil script as far as possible, The adoption of the designs used for the
Grantha characters (i.e—4%) will result, as the Committee itself states, in a
considerable saving of characters. But the committee does not recomaend this
step, as in its opinion "this would be radical change that might create
difficulties in the adoption of the recommendations". It wants to wait for
some time and pave the way for the reform in the meantime, by using the designs
only for the Grantha letters. ;

v I do not share this view, The designs —o and —6iare already in use in
Tamil for the accepted Grantha letters 2L 23y Y Qe asad ﬁ‘?. They are not
northern or Sanskrit®s in origin, They mwere evolved in the “outh to meet the .
needs of the Dravida Desa, 'In view, therefore, of the advantage in printing
Tamil that will accrue by the adoption of these two Grantha designs, I would
recomnend that these two may also be accepted even now with a very slight modi-
fication to pacify ke and legitimate sentiment against the adoption of these
symbols new to pure Tamil, The modification that I would suggest is that the i
designs may be shortened a little, as compared with those used in the grantha scrip

While I have so far supported the aims and suggegtlons of the Comttee 5
it is my duty to oppose strongly the Committee's ulbtra-radical recommendation,

will be resented and opposed by most, if not all, of the thoughtIul scholars of
Tamil. It will be construed as throwing in the thin end of a wedge to pull down
Tamil to the level of the other Dravidian languages in their relation to Sanskrit
‘and to injure it seriously. This reform, if once agrecd to, will leid soon to
the introduction of the remaining other varle?tl?ns of the hard consonants in
‘Sanskrit. The result will be first the multiplication of sounds and characters in
Tamil which will make the study of the language unnecessarily difficult. And what
is even more dangerous to the interests 0£ Tamil is the natural demand that will
grow in a short time that those learning lé}mil should know the correct pronunciation |
of all the original foreign words -~ Sanskritic or otherwise - used in Tamile The 3”

that the original rounds of the borrowed words should be known to every Tamil chilq 3
and (2) tha.t‘fa.lll the different new characters should be correctly used to represent .
the variants will throw a heavy and unjustifiable burden on the Tamil pupilsy Thisg
will destroy the carefully planned simplicity of the structure of the Tamil scriptan |
language which has been preserved intact for countless centuries, )
A The existing Tamil characters are certainly quite sufficient for all
practical ‘purposes in the matter of writing Tamil, “e camnct vell be adding Lo thel
charactfars t0 express the orlg:u}al sounds of borrowed words, English which isa
world-language does not add to its alphabets to neet this need, for
ordlmry reading, writing or instruction in educati
?‘VBY_’B{}lnS‘}ls't}C growp will pronounce foreign words in their o vay, Ve are o1l |
am ldI‘ﬁWl*:Y} the way in whieh the Hnglistman pronounces Tndian words. in Lie
anclent Tamil Grampars the above fun
have been laid down for the tr
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" now proposed by the Committee will in course of time tend to create
or widen the gulf between the existing Tamil literature and the future
one, It will lend also to'interfere in a way with the rules of Tamil
prosidy., Thus, Tamil will suffer in various ways, I submit, therefore,
that it is most inadvisable for GoVvernment = to accept this recommendation
of the Committee, which is sure to prove very harmful in spite of the best
of intentions.

As regards the two remﬁ’:.nlng letters which are. propOSed by the
Committee for devoting the f and the Z sound - namely9) and & - I could
at the most ecommend only the use of 7/ for f, There is no equally
press:mg for providing for the correct pronunciation of Z, And there
will be no harm if ultimately it is decided to r'ema.ln conservative in regard

to both these foreign sounds.

Sd/ S. Sathhidanandam Pillai,
* /TRUE cOPY/

/TS vivmantol i
e

for DIRECTOR QK PUBLIC INSTRUCTION,
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AR ~ _UNIVERSITY OF MADRAS. | \p\
< : - L] ? S i
‘i““-” N 9 ’/ UNIVERSITY BUILDINGS,
CTRING A 3 i' "d" =

o~

CHEPAUK,
No SW Madras! .......... R o ‘/ '—" "’? 3-!{6
2
"
From - ;
The Registrar,
" University of Madrase.
. Vi
To :
The Secretary to the Government of Madras,
Education and Public Healith Department,
Fort St. George, M a d I a Se.
e
>

1§
7 i
STy ///,/"?
- Ref: Your letter No. 14635 B2/48=3 Education

dated the 23rd March 1948 - Reform of
T Tamil Scripte.
o0
‘5 " o T write to inform you that the Syndicate has
referred the Report of the Committee in question to the
Board of Studies in Tamil for consideration and report.
+ I shall be obliged if you will be so good as to let me

U nave 15 copies of the printed Report of the Committee for

purposes of supply to the Members of the Board to faeili-

tate consideration of the subject. The favour of early
compliance 1is requested.

Yours faithfully,

mks/2/8.
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‘}hP.CHOCKAMNGAM

QL

4936 & 4937
Telephone: KKK

Tolegrams: ''DINASARI"

#2
>

Editor

The Registrar,
University of iadras,
Chepauk, Madras.

Dear Sir,

~ Sub:- Reform of Tamil Script.

N Ref:- Your letter No.C.R.3500 dated
= the 18t August, 1943, to the
- ‘E) Secretetry %o the Government of

xw‘A' Madrés in the Bducation and

Public Health Department.

You wanted in your above letter that
15 copies of the printed Report of the
Committee he supplied %o you for considers-
tion by the Board of Studies. As I $old
you over the telephone, I have only eight
+ 8pare copies of the report, which I am
4 gending you herewith, Please acknowledge
receipt.

N
Yours faitufully,

!9@,@4%%

CHOCKALINGANM,

Enc.8 copies of
Report.

Copy tn the Secretery fo the Govermment gf
liadm 8, Bducation and Public Healty i

Department with reference to his |
letter No,58055 5-2/48 dated 13-8-438, x

'IQ“Jg
t? D achivw A Q*“ﬁft*’ Byry,
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UNIVERSITY OF MADRAS (i;? %
7 ¥ aNe. C.R: SE5© : UNIVERSITY BUILDINGS, Y
= CHEPAUK, MADRAS,
=4 \
R 19 NOV1948
Fronm.
: The Registrar, : ~
. . University of Madras. W4 & "
To
“qagn

The Secretary to the Government of Madras,

",.%Q) Fdueation and Public Health Department,
%b% Fort St. George, Madras.
4

/> sir,

' Ref: Correspondence resting with your letter No. I
5, e P‘L ol = 58055 B2/48 Education dated 13-8-48 - Reform |

of Tamil Script = Supply of 15 copies ef the
printed Report of the Committee.

I have .to inform you that coples of the Report have not been

“ supplied till now. I shall be obliged if you will kindly érrange to have
A4
7h

7

b

the coples sent to me at an early date. |
/;\' ; / ‘ b

Yours faithfully,

<:z5229&£§;;)ﬁyuvuuﬂfr |
E.REGISTRAR bt
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time ! k

be electing their representatives to the
Legislature. He quoted the instance ol
Russia where 90 per cent of the people
J-iad,become Jiterate within a period of
‘thirty years. 1f thev educated the illite- |
‘vate adults of this country. they WO

| Serint.

——

.d people had a feeling of superiority,

e ——

"'__meeting had touched upou in his

G ernment had tried, as an experimen=

\-
\
%
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. PROMOTION OF P
( ﬁx LITERACY -4

e —_— . k
'REFORM OF TAMIL SCRIPT
: . URGED '

7 MADRAS, Aug. 22.
An_essurance that the Gqvernment
would Eive their utmost consid ration to.

vatsalam, Minister for Puplic Works,
ile opening the iAdult Tducation In-
te © anised ' under the auspices of |
the PBharathavar Mahajana Sangham,
oyapuram, ' at the Corporation Boy e
shool, Royapuram, Iast evening N
he ~proceedings began with the sing-
of a national . seng By Mr, Chinna
amalal . ish oorthl, | Bditor, - Kalkiy|
Ry namoorthl, or, - Kalkt,
reﬁ&éd, said_t_hat though 20 crores
ple were eligible for the vole 1n|.
ing general ctions, a great ma- |,
yoo¢ them were ifliterate. It was high
pACy educated the people who would {

=

‘doing a great national service. The
jeaker pleaded for reform of the Tamil

yr. M. Bakthavatsalam, opening thel
dult Education Institute, said the educat=f,

d regarded themselves as altogether a
parate class. In the Sangham 2 o' the
tg felt ihemselves as one with the illie
tes and lived among them. [n’ancie
: the emples Were means of spread-
ing Lnowledge and culture. Tt woula be
eiter ifithose WHO were in charge of the
' manage! of the temples to-day took up

Causs educafing the illiterate adults
Sdountry. He hoped the 'temple
orities would consider it their . dacred
5% i

. d
alinEs with the question of the reform
e 1amil seript which the President of

eeeh, Mr. Bakthavatsalam said the

‘measure in Trichy, to Carrysoil Gov-
ment transactions in Tamil, They even!
ned to extend the scheme to other dis-
& if it succee ed in th - distriet. |
‘he Collector of that distriche Aa said
much headway could not Be-made!
lise of various difficulties. ne was
Aol of Tamil typewriters. ‘He agreed
e President of the meéeting that
. should Dbe 2 reform of the ‘Tamil
§ e audience that the|.

. ive its utmost con-
tion to any proposal emanating ifrem
omil scholars and poets for reform’ of
':famu seript. 5
2 pehalf of the Bharathavar Mahajank
s M R Venug%?a[a Chetilar'
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[t is requested that all comm)u‘rﬂc/:{\tions should be addressed to The Registrar, University of (_)\ i 5
B Madras, Trighicane PO Madras, and not to any person by name. / i 1
J/ ]
: ; {
, S
UNIVERSITY OF MADRAS. i
- T~ UNIVERSITY BUILDINGS.
CHEPAUK, MADRAS.
- an :
98 MM L. \M& . 25 0CT 1949
Enclosures- e : el S ‘ 1
~ &
FroM
THE REGISTRAR,
’“"} University of Madras. : . i
v To
. The Seeretary to the Government of Madras, 3
Education and Public Health Department.
g27Y%)
St iry

Ref: Your letter‘No. 71428 B2/49-1 Educa%ion -
Reform of Tamil Script - Scheme by Sri
C+P. Kesavalu Naidue.

\ I am to inform you that the scheme forwarded by you is under
?ﬁ ( consideration and the opinion ‘of the University thereon will be
communicated to you in due course. ‘
I am also to state that the proposals previously forwarded

b under your letter No. 14635 B2/48-3 dated 23-3-48, are still under
consideration by the Board of Studies in Tamlil, to vhich the matter.

il 3 ;
< has been referred.

Yours falthfully,

A Ro72ame’

mks /24106,

g/ ‘ : Thus fiotay R-o- W
Ab w-a8 Gaww 4 B
aleue -

st | g
Tkt V{flﬁ 2 2 W)
”“ i fﬁ”ﬂ. Ll
L B
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I rcquest that a copy of lir.Subramanian's lettelX

N0.14635/B2/48-3 dated 23--3--48 roferred in the above

lotter may kindly be forwarded t5> me for refercnce as the

snme is not twaceable in this office.

- & LI -
R o
ANNAMALAI UNIVERSITY -~ ¢ &)
No...... 12397/ N o MO SR SRS
From k £
' THE REGISTRAR,
ANNAMALAI UNIVERSITY
ANNAMALAINAGAR
6
The Secrotary to the Government Oof Madras,
Education and Pyblic Health Departmaent,
: Fort St. George, Madras.
gir,
Sub: Reform of Tamil seript.
: &3 2)
C[C( maf: Your Office 71428/49 dated 20--9--49. PN
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Tamil Encyclopedia Office: Phone 84464

AR T — “UNIVERSITY BUILDINGS” j : '
i | : M. P. Periaswamythooran CHEPAUK, MADRAs 5. 12th Novr: 1949. ¢
¥ 5 & ot . gSecretarys | 7
© cdad  YotET—Ger - d’ﬁ@dﬂﬁﬁ‘m—l% }f
T
\NB.- th/ | (7 \.K‘L .
/ / i ' ? ‘ :
To N2~ uﬂu/“? K Reun Gailhally | - The Secretary to the government
| M/" 5 of Madras, g
3 \W LM "y | > Education & Public Health DepaTtment,
LV | ; ! Fort St. George,
11 | Mad T ase e
§ | | X&S 2 T
f | | > L\RDear sir, = p |
. 1 v" , S i Sub: Reform of Tamil Scripte. ‘
; | — | Rof: Your No.71428-B2/49-4 Edn.datéd 24-10-49.
, A, '/ Ty l ) k
i I am placing the Reform of Tamil Script prepared
\ Vs | by Sri V.S.Aiyakannu Mudaliar before the next Executive \}
:. N\ T Committee Meeting of the Tamil Encyclopedia. I shall |
\ 1 f
i ’;“f} \ communicate the views of the Committee in due course.
|
i yours faithfully, |
| > P |
| 9. P I J b
; -~ g Secretarye ‘ ‘.
| Bl e okt

7z : M Lo. W VS22 A8
WA AP eb ‘M’ alsoet .
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oraMs: UNIVERSITY, MADRAs. (\"‘A j 7 N J ()\ !
TBLE{ pHONE : 86914 WU LVl i / {
o f N

All communications §hould be addressed to the Registrar, University of Madras, Triplicane P.O., ’
Madras, gnd not to any person by name.

From To

THE REGISTRAR, The Secretary tc the Govte
of Madras, -
Fducation & Public Departmert.

UNIVERSITY OF MADRAS.

UNIVERSITY BUILDINGS,
‘ CHEPAUK, TRIPLICANE P.O,
MADRAS.

pared 2 5 NOV 1943

96 NOV 1949 )1;,

oS
0y amy puaue ¥

gr“jb Ref: My letter No. A.5511 dated 25-1C-4¢ <~ *

Q¥ " Reform of Taril Seript - Schemes pro- 5
posed by (1) the Special Committee (2) 1
spi C.Pe Kesavalu and (3) Sri V.S.

Ayyakkannu Mudaliare.

o, In continuation of my letter under reference, I em to
4 - inform you that the schemes for the Reform of the Tamil
" | 8cript, menticned above are under consideration by a Sub- |
s | cormittee of the Board of atudies in Tamll. The Sub=-
A fa committee’s Report is expected early 1n December and &
reply will be sent to you thereafter. |

Yours faithfully,

__REGISTRAR.
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114E('rAmwu_ ACADEMY e

PHONE : B4464
Tamil Encyclopedia Office:
UNIVERSITY BUILDINGS

The Secretary to the Government
of Madras,

Education & Public Health Depte

Fort St. George,

MadoTa Se

Dear Sir,

Sub: Reform of Tamil Script.

p {434 Ref': Your No.71228-82/49~4 Ban dated

r’IMNQD\o U

i
i 3. WWZ

"'!L

24-10-1949.

With reference to the above, I like |

to inform you that the Reform of Tamil Script

was discussed at length in the Executive
committee meeting held yesterday. It was
decided to summon a small Conference of
Editors of Tamil Periodicals and Lovers ang

gcholars of Tamil before arriving at a fingj

;.E decision. The decision of the Committee

i)
T

(%will pe communicated after the Conference,
Eon @Y

Yours sincerely,
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1 It is requested that all communications should be addressed to The Registrar, University of

FroM

b

C ﬁ.é«;p}“ To
[ | Ti

SHITRIS

by the

Enclosures.

Madras, Triplicane P-O. Madres, and not to any person by name.

UNIVERSITY OF MADRAS.

No. ﬂ bL('UO»

THE REGISTRAR,

University of Madras.

UNIVERSITY BUILDINGS,

CHEPAUK, MADRAS.

17 DEC1949

The Secretary to the Government of Madras,

Zducation and Public lealth Department.,

Ref: Your letter No.
dated 11th Qctob

71428, B2/49-2,
er 1949 - Reform

the Tamil
by Sri V.S
2. Govinda

S{makion) Proposels

forwardegd

. Alyaskannu
rajuly Naid

I am to forward herewith a copy
University Professor of Tamil
for the Reform of the Tamll Seript, which nad

to him for an expression of opinion.

The scheme pronosed by

SPLFCLR

with your letter dated the 20th Sept
similarly referred to tre Professor

tst/1612,

Uy
A

are awaited and will be forwarded con

Mudaliar sag Sri
Ue.

of the remarks rade

on the two Propessls

been Yeferred

The two Schemes are returneq,

Kesavalu, forwerded
enber 1949, has been

and ris views thereon

receipt from hip,

Vours faithfully,



UNIVERSITY OF MADRAS.

Copy of letter dated 7th December 1949 from lic Professor
of Tamil, University of Madras, to the Registrar, University
of Madras.

oo

The scheme for the R_form of Tamil Script prepared by
Mr. V.S.Aiyakannu Mudaliar comprises in all 110 symbols.
The twelve vowel signs are retained and for vowel~conscnants
vniform vowel signs are recommneded. - Provision has been
made for numerals, punctuation marks, etec.; and alse fer the
grantha characters, five in number, which are in commcn use.
These suggesticns may be accepted. But his recommendetion
regarding two new sounds 'F* and 'Z' for which he has intro-
duced two new symbels may not comrend itself to the Taril
Scholars. If new sounds are to be added, these are not the
only sounds for which provision is to be made in the Tamil
alphabet. The scientific and technical terminology which
contains many sounds alien to Tamil Grammar have to be con=
sidered in due course and a comprehensive scheme may have to
be devised after a due consideration of all the requirements.

Regarding the suggestions made by lMr. H.R.Govindarajuku
Naidu for the Reform of Tamil Scripts, the total symbels are
reduced to 42. Ihe scheme appears to be admirably sizple,
but is defective in several respects. There is noprovisien
for the numerals, punctuation marks, aand the five granthag
characters which are in common use. The suggestion regarding
the elimination of the dotted conscnants is an innovation whieh
will be opposed by a large section of the Tamils,

Ihe encleocsures to the letters are returned herewith.

tst/1612.
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GOVERNMENT(%’MADRAS

PugLic Wogrks (INFORMATION AND PUBLICITY) DEPARTMENT 5

Extract from

Ry

A 0 i
S Ay
-\,'_‘ﬂ i e R

4\!
e T P4y

MM dated the.... . 2.9-=

R el il A ‘4. MADRAS, Deg.s
S i B [ Certaln changes’ ini.the Tamil s

as to make it more flexfble, &
the introduction of Tamil®iinoty
improved type-writer were e

Tt s v el R sy
25 0E0 14 |

co K o

_ The Govers ‘were requested to
the necessa nges within, & gt
J The ‘ldei'.s:'gfthe conference Wh
7 convened “by the Tamil Valarchi
y gam, was to eyolve uniformity in -

wel ‘signs attached to  the ca
’ . without in any way interfering %
for : 12 vowels or the 18 consonan b
- L. Tamil alphabet. i
P ence |

were for the most part? imo \ e
The incorporation o sound ing | ¢
the Tamil language Was one Of tl"z_e!- :
principles conceded by the "confexenge'
and details of arriving at an appro=
priate sign to indicate the. ‘f sound
were, however left to the next meet-
ing of the Kazhagam. - . |
_The conference was an ofi-shoot of &
reference made by the Madras Governmens
to the | il Valarchi Kaghagam, in pur-
suance '0f. the former's move to introduce
\ suitable alterations in the Tamil gcript
- TE | sponsored last year. el

The Chairman of the Tamil Valarchi

5 . . Razhagam, Mr. T. S, Avinashilingam
: . the’ conference, |,

The recommendations Qé the col
il

Chettiar  presided over fi
which was attended by aBout 30 persoms i
20 including Mr. R. K, Shanmukham hetty.
R The recommendations were adopted after
* detailed exchange of views lasting . over
Yol two hours. :

Inviting suggestions for suitable altera-
tions, Mr, Avinashilingam Chettiar said
that the Committee constituted ‘by the
Government last year to go into the gues-
tion had submitted their report and now
the Government had called for the views
of the Kazhagam which in turn wanted
to elicit the views of a representative con-
ference before making recommendations to
the GoGvernment, Invitations were issued,
not only to Tamil Pandits, Editors of Tamil
, | newspapers and - periodicals, but also to

J 3 .| Tamil Sangams in the province. Some of
{ | the scholars had sent their views in writ-

ing.
_Pointing to the need for reforming the
Tamil seript Mr. Avinashilingam said they
had to achieve unformity in the vowel,
signs and thus effect economy in the al-{
phabet, if Tamil newspapers and publica-
tions wanted to advance with the times
and replace the antiquated “hand-com-
posing” by lino-type. He then gave a sum-
mary of the views'so far received and eli-
wcit,ed suggestions from the audience. y
% Mr. R. K. Shanmukham Chetty, agree-
. g | ing on the imperative need for alterations,
| said thbt in doing so, they should not be |
| solely guided by the requirements of the |
lino-type: They should also take care to
see that the alterations did mot make
things more difficult for children acquiring

Mr. T. B. Chockalingam, Editor ‘Dina-
sarl’, cautioning against reyolutionary |’
_changes, said-that they should eflect altera-
tions to the extent necessary to facilitate
5 . 'g eration of lino-type and to sult madern
times. 3 ) ? ol i
* "Tﬁaes,srﬁ._ R. Krishnamurf 1
‘M, P. Sivagnane Gramanl, _Editor,
‘Murasw’, S, Bashyam, of ‘Swedesamitran’,
‘ B, ,A,l,eziasundnr;un\Che,tﬂar (ot the Madras {;
| Christian College), S. Guruswami, (911
“Viduthala’) and K.A.P. Viswanathdn of-
‘fered their suggestions. .
| My, Viswanathan did mot agree with
gome of the sugoestions made at the con-
ference, and opposed any changes which
ran counter to the Purlty of Tamil culture
and language. He also opposed innovations®
in the Tamil language, !
Mr, Guruiswami made a strong plea for
effecting the changes wivhout deley, which
he considered “inevitable” under the mo-
dern conditions, X
Ajter adopting certein unenimous re-
commendations 1o unify - the vowel
signs, the conjerence, with @ sole dis-
sident voiee, 1_u'rmn'ed the adoption of
international (Arubic) numerals,

G
2
2

& knowledge of Tamil. | #

o &

e

edun & RGh v/ \
My lse odded Vo 'k
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B ; It is requested that all communications should be addressed to The Registrar, University of &
f 1} ; 2 f = Madras, Triplicane P. O., Madras, and not to any person by name.. : 4
| o ‘} “"\w i) "
e ¢ i, ; © UNIVERSITY OF MADRAS.
,‘ | S _ No. P\\,'* 2. 5 i p UNIVERSITY BUILDINGS,
; _ 5 'S S CHEPAUK, MADRAS.
1 1 A T
M v S - & puc194y
3 '-'\'x 2 A Rle (4 shat) A : Dl L &
N | { x
|l FROM iy » R L e =l
' oY | ot ' ' R ke LAl BTN
I8 K( _ THE REGISTRAR, 1( AR
.}i’ | o l%ﬂb ; Unaversity of.‘Mad‘ras. ) 2 2 8 2 ; 2
i I e 8 e - R N P e
: ‘ } e .. The Secretary tc the Government of HaBTas,
o - | Fducation and Publie Health Departmeft.
v'\ '
’!, SiI‘, . % g
Ref: Your leétters Ho. 71428 B2/49-1 Education dated
290-0-49 and 14-11-49 - Reforr of Tamil Secript -
Schemes by Sri C.P. Kesavalu Naidu and Sri R.N..
.. Sivasambue. ' t
o % }E | In continuation of my letter Noe. A. 6400 dated 17-12-49
' ik I am to forward to you herewith a copy of tte remarks*by the Uni-.
g ' yersity Professor of Tamll on the schemes referred to above. The
| two (2) manuscripts forwarded by you are returned herewith, the
f . receipt of which may kindly be acknowladged.
S| : Yours faithfully,
. -— 9
w 3 CMQE&“D arwl
ARGISTRAR.
4 /A’/—
0 ‘
- fisker P I 4 * Copy of the remarks by the Tniversity Professor of Tamil.
=2 - - "1 . '
Subs Tamil Reform Seripts - Sri C.P. Kesavelu Naidu.
Ref: Your letter Noe. Ao 5697 dated 4-11-49,
The Scheme for the Reform of Tamil Seripts prepared by
Sri C.P. Kesavalu Naidu retains the existing form of all the
vowels excepting the diphthong 'Ow' ¢Fer, for which he suggests a
sign which 1s liable to be confounded with the numeral '2'. 4s
regards consonants, he is in favour of introducing all the sounds.
found in Sanskrit. He has devised new symbecls for denoting the
additional sounds. This is a very controverslal subject ard the
- i advisability of introdueing the new sounds end symbols which are
] not countenanced by Tamil grammar either ancient or modern should
i 4 be discussed in all its aspects by a body of competent scholars,
: In Section II regarding the simplification of characters,
(a) and (b) can be accepted, and a few Tamil Journals have already
adopted this method. With rogard to the suggestion wade in (e)
various objections can be raised against the symbols suggested.
e A i PeteOe
w *“ J

¢ e
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' ' ~
Section III, viz., abbreviations, suggests a new symbSl

which by context is expected to denote five different conso- " gx :

nants. This suggestion bs opposed to the principle cf Tamil
grarmar and therefore cannot be accepted. '

£

Duplicated coﬂéonants are sought to be ) : \
below thg vowel consonants. This device will only increase the numbeny

=

denoting these consonants which are called kuttelubtde Lo 55
appears to be better than the new symbol suggested.

The other scheme prepared by Sri CePo Kesavalu Naidu entitled |
; professes to be a-scheme rendering the |

' The Phonetic Latin Scriptl
Latin Script with some alterations suitable for writing all \
languages phonetically. This is a matter which should be discussed
at a meeting of the representatives of all Ianguages including};atin.

There is a scheme for the Reform of the Tamil Sckipt by Srl
R.N. Sivasamﬁﬁ; He has prepared a chart in consonanance with™ 3"
his suggestions. The scheme retsins the existing forms of the pypre
vowels and consonants but the changes intrcduced in vowel-consonants
are entirely opposed to the‘existing method. For  the sake of :
simplicity, arbitrary signs and symbols are introduced which will
not be easily accepted by the Tamil publice

The original scripts are returned herewith.

¢ camn D

| N
indicated by a dot “Af,

of symbols without having any advantage. The existing practice of o |

4 R
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Phone 84464

Tamil Encyclopedia Office:
“UNIVERSITY BUILDINGS"

CHEPAUK, MADRAS 5.

M. P.Periaswamythooran

Chief Editor : /

~

rhe Secretary to the Government
of Madras, P .
Education and Public Health Department, i i

Madrase. ?0“‘”1950

Sakrde . iy
Ce:

Dated, (. th. JARNAL .19 SO,

<

‘D@.ar gir, i T
Sub: Reform of Tamil Seript. . i i
’ Ref: My letters Nos. Nil dated 12-11-49°&——

4 1S 6=-12-49 respectively.
| I am herewith sending a report of the conference held
under the auspices of the Tamil Valarchi Kazhagam on 21-12-1949 to
consider the Reform of the Tamil Script under the presidenship of
sri T.SeAvinashilingam Chettiar, President of the Kazhagame

The Executive Committee of the Kazhagam considered the
suggestions for the Reform of pamil Script by Sri V.S.Alyakannu
yudaliar and various others. The decisions arrived at at the
gonference were considered and it was resolved to recommend to the
¢overnment to bring into effect the following Reforms unnanimously
sccepted by all who attended the Conference.

(a) To adopt the symbol wfTw for all consonants like
Bn vamnrMn re '

(b) To adopt the symbol "®" for all consonants like
ME 9 w9y ey °

(c) To adopt the symbol ngM for all consonants like
0 4n 2 O)ovyr 9 07/7 9 -

(@) To adopt the s ymbol WG/ for all consonants like
Chr 3 6w 3 BD7 ye
(e) To separate the symbols 7 for all consonants like

89 &® 50 4° etc. , make them separate in such a
way that they will be as near as possible to the
consonants with which they are used and to eccupy
‘half the space of any other letter.

A Tamil version of the unanimous decisions is also sent

th for clarification. The committee feels that there would be
hereﬁ‘f fculty in introducing these Reforms and requeststhe Govern-
d %

ecommendations and to give effect to them
Ao iy PR
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. REPORT OF THE CONFE@NCE FOR THE REFORM OF TAMIL SCRIPT

Y
The Tamil Valarchi Kazhagal convened a conference to consider\\
the Refornm of Tamil seripte The following persons and organis-atiens weu:ﬁ\s

inv:i,ted for the conference f==

sri  A.N.Sivaramen, - Bditor Dinamani, WMadras
i C.N.Annadurai, " Diravidanadu, Cbnjee!
u CoR.STinivasan, 0 Swadesamitran u '
u T.S.Chockalingamy 1 DinasaTi, ’
Y M.Ramarathinaily a Bharatha Devi, "
i §.Guruswamy s L yiduthalail, u
L Aditha.n 9 s ' Thma Thanthi 9 L
" R.Krishnamurthi 3 . ~ Kalki, Kilpauk, "
n K.V.Jaganathan, ¥ Kalaimagale L ' 1
" S.S.MariSWami, " K.andipam, ' ® 1 i
" T.N.Subramaniam, B Dinasari office-" 4 | :
H N.Regunatha Iyer, Asste " Hindu Office, " '
Prof: RePe Sethu Pillayy, University Buic}bldings n | %

?
Dr. Mo.Varatharajanals MeOoLe g professoT in Tamil, Pachaiyappa's
' College, ~ Madrase
VidWan ToPtMinakShiSdearam Pillayy Mo le 9 BoeLe 9 Chintadripet H_igh
: School, Madrase |
sri pfGnanasambandams Lecturer, Pachaiyappa's colleges W |
W Alalasundarai Chettiar, Madras Christian Colleges Tambarals -

w  Karamuthu Thiagaraja chettlars "
w  y.govindan, EditoT, gakthl, Royapettahy (|
n  Devaneya BhavanaTs Tamil Lecturer, galem College, Saleme

D¥e A.Chidambaranathan chettiar, professor of Tamil, Aanamal a1 yniversity.
Raja Sir Mo A.Muthiah chettialy chettinad House, Adayar, Madrass )
gpri VeRae Nungambakkally Madrase

gri Ramaswamy Gownder Principal, Salem College, Salems L

gri puraikanti wudalier, Heal Master, Chintadripet High Schools Madrase

u A.srinivasaraghaVan, professor of English, Vivekananda colleges Madras
LI P.Sivagana Gra,mani’ Editor, Tamil Murasu, Triplicme’ Madrase
PRofessory Ke waminathan, .Principal, Govte Arts Gollege, Madrase
Hons Sri T.5.5.Rajaly Minister for Pubkic Health, Madrase
gri 0. P.Ramaswany peddiar, BX: Premier, Omandur, South aArcote.
n KvoPoViSwanathﬂn, Edltor’ Tamilar Nadu, Timehirapaui.
Dre Re Ko Shanmugail Chettialy rrichy Roady CoimbatoTes
grl Bashyally Swadesa-mitran office, Mount Road, Madrase
sri garangarathnaly gwadesamitran office, Mount Road, Madrase
W N.MsRe Subaramans pavi, Chokkilulam, Mathuraie 1 e
W T.M.Subbaramaniys Pillai, Temil Pandit, Tyagarajanagal Hljga gchool
ladrase

Mu
he vice chancelloT University of Madras, MadrasSe
Eg%z giee Chancellor’, University of Ceylon, ColombOe .
The Vice chancelloT University of TravancoTres privandrume

ishop of ruticorin, ruticorine. ‘ | f
Pillai, Beley Belie g FORQEOSC, Bamanathan College, Colomboe ‘

undra Bharathiery Mehes Bobey pasumalaly Methurale
dananda B&)arathi, Pqndlcherry.
ni Desika Venayagal pillal, puthaneri, Nagereoil.
ganapathiy Pachalyappe's collegey Chetpats »mu&%’i\c\\m
amil gangaly Tanjorey Madurel tamil DINEel 2 .

i
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g ; = ¢J.£ u SJ :E SR \r.:!,g.'lf.r‘: v.~._:.~‘; e ‘f ,,l’ L ¢ 4 | a a a conjeevaram.
- ‘_1"'.'."' ~ E‘ ! _'k !:?'S‘f; s .L,Jl fes. & J,t o i ¥ ,BL:J:L}. ‘-::d, 4 | |
o o Lint dsld ¢ 1; s sdabdn (xe {7 ciek LaBul i 1 Leno Type Machmery Ltd.,
s2ngh w,,, B et Labpst SJ 10/29, lount Road, Madras.
‘.“": 3 QH._.. ‘"}'r': Qz'.,.r}“ Tf'— / by =) M ) .
Sregtall L Eas@meId sn K f?j ¢ S Sri AelleSambantham, 372, Iriplicane High Road, Madras.
§ 4 d wJdLH, + ITOL) BOLOIIETY  » U Sailin R - :
e ATEsR)] SEJae TotTe! .~:m ek Oy J u ;_11,;5 . R The Conference was held in the Office of the Tamil Valarchi
S ¢ SUDABMU pUGLImTH BXH -‘ii Ry '““..,..u‘.:.!} o 0 S il o -1 o b - ; ; . ‘ '
49 o (iaT, ¢Todih velV. S » 1’ Kazhagam, University Buildings, Madras, on 21-12-1949 at 6 P.l.
o’ 1t £ b £ S E ’u.‘?.;i.‘-zfi:“’ Ml i i il ; s
R Lt ¢ b I ¢S0L 0 BRT ‘-i‘i-‘;z-'*-én':»':.'-f'.i elinvdecd iy § t Sri Te.S.Avinashilingam Chettlar presided over the Conferencee
oan 1] beo: JONOM ¢20LIT SAYTImeRol oW (NeiidhTesania 178 | Pt | : ~
v 59 b LoSblfonts L Eva o AT Bl sl W ”’I i The f@llgwm wlere resent at the Conference == it
; i g ‘ ‘
1 . Sri R.Krishnamrthi, Editor, Kalki, {'ﬁ;‘pauk, Hadfras. Y
" M.P.Sivag rameni, Editor, Tamil Murasu, Triplicane, Mad &
" Sarang am, Asst. E&itﬁr sua,esmi, s Mount Road, Madras.
u s Bashyam, As desamit l{@mt Road, Madras. i
| . CoM.Vas ﬁevan, Reperter, mdian Express Mount Road, Madras.
r "  M.S8.Venkataraman, Reporter, Hindu,Mount Boad, Madras.
W g.Swaminathan, Reporter, Inba Nilayam, Madras. ,
R K. M. Balasubramaniyami Tamilarasu Kaghagam, Madras |
T "  Narana Duraikannuy Bditor, Prasanda Vikatan, Madras. '

it

Prof:
Prof:

T.No.Subramaniyam, No.1ll, Fourth Street, Gopalapuram, Madras.
Chandrasekaran, pnnamalai University, pnnamelainsgar.
K.Swaminathan, Principal, Govt. Arts College, lount Road, Wadras.
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Prof: N.Annantha Valdyanathan, Vivekananda College, liylapore, Madras. .
Sri P.Alalasundaram Chettiar, Prof: Madras Christian College, Tambaram. T
Prof: R.N.Selvam, M.A., Professor of Physics, Pachaiyappa's College ¢Madras
Sri Te.S.Chockalingamy gditor, Dinasari, Madras. ' \

" S.Guruswami, Editor, viduthalai, Madras. ?
" K.A.P.Viswanathan, Editor, Tamilar Nadu, Tiruchirapalli. k
" V.Jagadesam Chettiar, Palakarai, Tiruchirapalli. )

Dr. Re.K.Shanmugam Chettiary Trichy Road, Coimbatore.

Sri M,P.Periaswamythooran, Chief Editor, Tamil Academy, Madras.
#  P.M.Somasundaram Pillay, Asst. Editor, doe. doe
" N.K.Nagarajan, doe. do. doe.

The following sent messages for the success of the Conference and

suggestions for the Reform of Tamil Secript:-

1l Hon: Sri T.S.S.Rajan, Minister for Public Health, Madras.

2o Dr. M.Varadarajanary M.0.L., Professor of Tamil, Pachaiyappa's V
college, Madras. “

3. S.Somasundra Bharathiar, M.az., B.L., Pasumalai, Mathurai.
4. Sri K.V.Jagannathan, Editor, Kalaimagal, Mylapore, Madras. t

Se
6.

Te

Sri Devaneya Bhavanar, Municipal College, Saleme.

Vidwan Dhandapani Desikar, Dharmapuram.

SeArumuga Mudaliar, Teacher's College, Madrases

Sri T.S.Avinashilingam Chettiar in his presidential remarks stressed .
the need for the Reform of Tamil Script and also about the advantages if
sugk in Typewriting and Printing if such reform is made.
the fact that there are no letters in Tamil for certain sounds like

He also mentionge

"F 2" and suggested that the Conference might consider the desirability
of introducing new letters for them.,

Dr. ReK.Shanmugam Chettiar spoke next. He agreed that Reform of

Tamil Script was necessary but suggested that it should not make the
learning of Tamil more difficult to the Children. He also suggested

that it would be better to find a letter to the sound "F".

Sri T.S.Chockalingam, Sri M.P.Sivagnena Gramani, Sri Bashyam,
sri Alalasundaram Chettlar, Sri K.A.P.Viswanathan, Sri R.Krishnamuy

sri S.Guruswamy and Sri M.P.Periaswamythooran also spoke about the

Reform of Tamil Seript and took part in the ensulng discussions
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Generally all agreed about the necessity of Reform in Tamil Scrip’b. But th)

was difference of opinion as to what reforms should be made and how to make _' \
pirs: i i [ The following Reforms were accepted unanimously by all present s

Wolt g S ; 1,‘ (1) The symbols used to denote the following 3@ consonants must
X ~ be uniform throughout and there should be no exceptions =

Vg : | i (a) To adopt the symbol " 7 " for all consonants like
: o | R L Br . o owrr sy
| (b) To adopt the symbol “am" for zil consonants like

| DB DO 3 sopmrne

R f o 3l s | , - (¢) To adopt the symbol "® 7 to g11 consonants like

~

TS, i e | . D4rs Damms a7 ete. .
| (d) To adopt the symbol "@#" to all consonants like ﬁ
, , G Bry Oawrs A9P.  etc. y . |
; ’ | GO el ey B : / | ' (e) To separate the symbola ’)' @ for 511 consonants 1 ike
ftaseda s TRt a o Ll st eV . | | #9 » B0 89540, ete., make them separate in such a

- Way that they will be as neap as possible teo the

-

consona.nts With which they are used and to occupy

half the space of any other letters

9. There were differences of opinion aboyt the followings--
s on oty dodd WolE-pEY TR A (8) BSome suggested the desirability of introducing separate
‘ : Jenls symbols for consonants 1ike @ f""s, Br .« But
' others did not support the idea- %
¥ I o ¥, : | (b) Some suggested the introductions of new letters for
sounds 'f F 2" others considered that they Were uanecesy
sbme suggested that more time should be given for conside¢i.

ing this Reform.

helst A 1 vowels were concerneds Some alse felt that itwould not be advisable to make

Reforms at this stages
As for as the numerals were concerned g)3 Rxcept

4, ori Kohe Po

Viswenathan were in favour of adopting the Indo~pranic nunerslse

et 2
( ?9‘
77
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Office of the Director of<l\\

-, Public Lnbtructlon, /(gf
s ‘ Madres, 3rd February 1950.~

///” 'TY‘&Qér Balakrishna Menon, ' \?{} éy~Pﬂ»
. Ii‘

L) Mot TonmD-OANe, TILEE B2 /Lo Bdas daved |
3‘_“‘ 10\ 1st February 1950. |

There are no philologists as such in the Depart- |

pal, Government Arts College, Madras as a suitable
person to consult as.he has been interested in the
subject and is in touch with others interested also.

. ment. But I can suggest Mr. K. Swaminathan, Princi- »
E

I

|

|

|

~ |

I am enclosing a list of persons outside the depart- |

§ |

S ment as well; the list has been prepared in consulta-

|

tion with Mr. Swaminathan.

1. Dr. M. Varadarajan, Pachaiyappa's College,

’ Madras. : \
24 ori T, .Sadasiva Pandarathar, (Tamil Dept.,

Annamalai University). |

Pk

3. Sri M.S. Duraiswami (English Dept., frna-.

malai University).

s . Rao Sahib S. Vaiyapuri Pillai, Gandhlnagar
- ‘Adyar. |
. Prof. K.A. Nilakanta Sastri, HEdward

Eliot Road, lylapore.

. Sri T.P. Minakshisundaram Pillai, Chintad-
rlpet.

sri T.N. Subrahmanyam.
Dr. C. Narayana lenon, Benares.
Dr. S.K. Chatterjee, Calcutta.

Yours sincerely,

Sri I. Balakrishna lMenon, BA. gl T
Agsst. Secretary, Edn. & Public Health Dept.,

FORT 5T. GEORGE.
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R | ANNAMALAI UNIVERSITY 2L SO
| . NoRoe..18394- AZ/49 ) '\%FKE hn Tl
| $From v O/
| ISTRAR, 2 3
1 MALAI UNIVERSITY, 5
| ANNAMALAINAGAR
’,EU \ i - %
i}‘} Gerotary: to Governmont,
L A Edueation and Public Hcalth Department,
\{ o ik Fort St. Goorge, '
K } Jiadras.
l Sl]..‘, h E “. |
. sab: Reform of Tamil Seript.
Oc74F(//”.Rcf: Corrpspondqﬂéé onding with your letter
( " §5.71428-B2/49-5 dated 5--11--49.
f § I roquost you td bo so good as to send me taon
| '1‘  coplas of the Toport of the Governmant Committae forx
| : the Reform of Tamil Script as they nave to be scnt i

ts tho mombors of tho Boawd of Studics in Tamil for
considoration and ropdrt beforg the opinion of the

University called fOX could be communicated ©o Govern=

ment . Tho favour Of on- carly compliance is requestod.
Yours faithfully, 1

\ dLRoglstrnr.

| P.N.9/2

| | , - BN D) papd
‘ .

|

|

i

|
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; h il EDUCATION - Reform of Tamil Script - Committee - N
& . 4. foenstituteds s ' A A TV | 3y
i 4 a7 LR Y L Sy TR e iy N R
| s Vi, (2 G.0. (Meo).Nos S30%  Edn., dated 2.6 -~2..5D
\(a\ ' '}f; “-'_ o SEa ] .;...'...;i."_':;;---..’,...'.".‘.g-;‘:_;;;:...;'....;...’."..'.’..’.’-.’j...".;.;'.".”:-;;’ s |
| v g i The question of reform of Tamil script has
| _ AN T e 0 oA A, A oand o Al Sag 2l M- LR 2 e e R s )
i i ARG been eng-ging the attention of Government for sometime
| W RV ez, 3 A S - 3 b e SR SR
i; - ".” ‘3 past. Several suggestions have been made in this \
. IS¢ i . ' | connection. The Government consider tha£ a 5?60121 : ‘Rf’””
' | committee should be asked to examine the matter. They | |
? B ; accordingly direét that = special committee be %
{ ' = : o
® constituted with the following members:- j
i 1. Sri T.85.Chockalingam, Editor, "Dinasari®, |
4 % Madrase. *
i, | et ) 5. Sri R.D.Sethu Pillai, Head of the Tamil |
it B L | A b D yen. s ; Department, University of Madras,
v :3%4. vAS | 3. Sri S.Gopalany A11-Indis Radlo (then Statiod
4 l b ‘ ‘ : Directory Madras) 3
" U ¢ eV ' 4, Sri T.N.Subramsniam. '
ﬂ K | 5. Sri K.Swaminathon, Principal, Government
i - | Arts College, Madras. =
‘ |
4 : | 6. Drs M.Varadarajan, Pachaiyappa's College,
I ﬁ Madrase e ] ‘
i | 7. Sri T,P.Meenakshisundaram P11lal, Chintadripet, |
\ i ' Madrase. i 1
} R The members may elect one from qmongﬁthemsélves as the
| Chairman of the committees
| o, The non-official members will be paid t.a.
| and daily allowance at the Tates applicable to members
of first class committees - vide Appendix to G.O0.,
a)~ (%) No.853-Finance, dated 13-8-49. The officials on the A
| ' committee wilﬁ:Srqw the ~llowances at the rates admissible 2

122 T e i .uc..u-o B B ek

, to them under the&ﬂules.” The Ey.D.P.I.(w.) will be |

. @4 officer to countersign the Rills presehted by Members. The expre.involved will & |
met from the appro- /- ‘r The Committee 1s requested to examine whether |
priation under the

budget head n37,Edn, )

-0, Direction", _~

4
1t 1s necessary to reform the Tamil seript and if so, M :

to recommend on what lines the script should be revised.

3
{8

The Committee is reguested o consider in this connection %é

Del o0
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i A ! The members ancerned ,
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D Ly The D.P.I/‘ !
FEha Ty oy o : i The Regis CRATNE ¥ < >
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\ s sl 0 b 2 ' The A4.G. ! Fin. | e T (
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» st i o nai e tF e Epagan T L ) S4B | P N ._.- :. Government of Madras,
Sl B Y i | | e e M-Educatlon-and Public Health Department
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. . ; ) _ LI i ript has been en
4 " B o Ty = a e the attention of Government for sometime past. Several suggest%gg;ng
2 , e have.been ma@e in this connection.' The Govermment consider that a
M : 7 spe01a; committee should be asked to examine the nmatter. They
dy, ol g / j ' accordingly direct that a special committee be constituted with the
: f . following members. ’
w1k . ; j ' 1. Sri T.S,Chockalingam, Editor, "Dinasari", Madras.
! » e Sri R,P,Sethu Pillai, Head of the Tanil Department, University of
: ‘ Madras. ; :
STCRRAR B ¢ ; ] , 3. Sri S.Gopalan, All-India Radio .(then Station Director, ladras)
) . [ | Lo Sei T.N.Subramaniam. :
i f - 9. Sri K,Swaminathan, Principal, Govt. Arts College, Madras.
o | y 6. Dr. M,Varadarajan, Pachaiyanpa's College, iladras., ;
1 I R 7. ori T.P.Meenakshisundaram Pillai, Chintadripet, Madras.
| y ; The members may elect one from among themselves as the Chairman of the
’ i { | . . Committee. '
i . R. The non-official membe s will be paid travelling allowance
| and daily allowance at the rates adrplicable to members of first class
; ’ ‘ PR (%, { ) ' committees - vide aAppendix to G.0.No. 853 Finance, 'dated 13=8=19,
=i % : o | . | - _2_
‘ | | g
A |
L ; ‘
%
» 'b"l < *.j‘ |
"
J

{ D



o LB R Ny el el g e o e e~ —
/ 7 A = - - - — e = B T e R T

e
—_— { ,1’)\) O\’)
SR : ; : *fy \ /f  fiducation Dept. (C).
LETTER WO, 'A4Qq Acovf EDN. DATED 22 3-8
= ’1 & - /’/
5 f ' To
' Sri T.S. Chockalingam,
) Editor, "Dinasari",
i % | Madras. | _
| Sir
| ¢
" ,ﬁ T Sub: Reform of Tamil Seript.
N 3 | i :
e 5 ' 1 : With reference to your conversation with the
P . ‘w - draw the allowancesat the rates - £ Y] v
The officials Oﬁ-ph;?—-i gg?méﬁgei%lé"raa Travelling Allowance Ruics. / . Hon'ble Minister for Edn. , I am to .say that the
" admissible to them unger D HES T R ) a1l b ‘
g A : : s e hruehion, i\ Felnancel/ i e U I ey . BN 4
W IRThe DeputY‘Uifec?or_gfﬂpg?%i;.presented by members. The e d G Madras and Annafiali mnﬂerad@es’MMW&ave1menzmka
the officer to countersigm THE 2o - "the appropriation under the 1\ Yyl d Wa q ' '
expenditure v‘mvo%ved w:L}Jlrbitij’k;’;‘ 3:01.":- 3 0 Sk A . | . | \ (to forward their views on the Reform of Tamil Scrip
budeget. head - "37 Edn.=0.U3Toe%" P A vhether it is necessar ; : i ; ’
U : i examine whether it 1 C f have not sent a 1 reply. You
h._The.Committee-és ;equeige?ftgo, to recommend on what 11n¢§ the o t any final reply. You may yourself
‘to reform the Tamil Script an% o ~fittee is reguested o consider k o i B sy 30 B R \
script should be reviged. Tﬁ: Eiégeétions' alr,e;idy made in the matter | contact the University authorities and obtain the;r
indthiﬁ Conne;géggoggeng?giotr\e%} oy receive by Hnvitation. alS views for consideration ¥ref the Committee,
and other sug phicit TILe) ol e | : N | . .
: : leney the Governor) .t . : :
(By order of His Excellency the o Prabhu, | 1 EIL_/
: ccretary to Government. - e 1 o}
' ' ith encl )S - E ' 1, AN SRR Yours faithfully,
To The Members concerncd ( wi 1 i
=

To The Director of -Public_Instr“l—lgitféfgé' ( eI : o ‘_ ( g
To The Registrar, University off Map e N P ‘ L} j.n/

. e e b ol g T S b } o+
To The Accountant-Genera . ' M o

S/C
/ R .- Superintandent. 3y I
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THE MOST POPULAR TAMIL DAILY

Telegrams : DlNASARl

Editor : Post Box No. 518 4
T. S. CHOCKALINGAM 'ffmAM 7'44, . MADRAS 3. !
'. ‘6 ‘& M‘Y 1950 ".'I‘: TH\MAY 1950 \
\c( “1 Lb\

IUN m:wul

The Secretary to th
Education Department,
Fort Saint George,
MADRAS,

ent of Madras,

Dear &ir,

I MH\‘. N
Sub: Reform of Tamil Seript - | SiE%
Your letter No. 7438-0/50-1’ Educa-

tion dated the 29th April 19s0. . o
akok ok o

The report of the Committee on the ma- "
form of Tamil Seript is under circulation among #
the members of the Committee and will be sent ’
to the Government as soon as it is finally --
approved.,

— Yours faithfully%

|- = Cleiee,

T.S. CHOCKALINGAM,

Edaa @) pke
May L0l \2 "6-<2-

Tels1e
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inasaril

THE MOST POPULAR TAMIL DAILY

TELEPHONE: 4936 & 49%%

Editor: . Post Box Ne. 518
. 5. CHOCKALINGAM : MADRAS 3.

o3rd June 1950.

The Secretary to the Govt., of Madras, gﬁﬁIANTSEC 4
Education Department, R,

Fort St. George ~ {:\ \
S o\ :;4JUN;950 F
' % 7T P

]

2 103F
N2 DEpartY
Dear Sir, ] : __-'

—_— £

ol
Sub: Reform of Tamil Scripte VQC~ g
' Your letter No,7438 - C/80 -2 Education

dated 19th Hune 1950,

&
P Vi The reply cglled for in your letter No.7438-C/50-2 X
r\fL'Ufﬁducation dated 29,4,50 was already sent to you on the }2th i
\D‘“; May 1950, 8 copy of which is enclosed for your information. =
- \ The report of the Committee will be sent to the Govi., &
(3\ in the first week of July 1950. ¥
fz‘ts

Yours faithfully,

Encl ¢ 1. (.8, CHOCKALINOAM)
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i INGAM '
-ns.gHDG‘A“ GL/ 12th May 1980. i

The Secretary to the Govt
Education Dept.y
Fort St. George,

v .S
i

TN SEC,

~ \
Madras. @ 24 JUN1950 l\
9 A
¢, Y042
S 0 o
Dear Sir, \j?ogm},i;«;?\l

sub:  Reform of Tamil Script-
Your letter No,7438 -C/50-1

/‘ A !
i The repdrt @f the Committee on the form 3
£ Tamil Scrip% is under circulation among the 3
;;mbers of the Committee and will be sent tp the |
Gpvernment as soomn &s it is finally approved. |

‘(

Yours faithfully, |

l

Sd. T.S5 Chockalingam. \

‘3 |
. i
"" 7 ( TREE COPY) | \

£
L heation dated 29th april 50. \
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Editor, ‘DI OLRT!
M ADRAS

: |
Slr’ |

Sub:- REFOR OF TMIL SCRIFPT, ¥

it an to invite your éttention to my 4
letter No.7438 C/50-1, Edn, dated 29-4-'50 and alqoou
para 4 of G.0.No.527 Edn, drted 20-2-'50 and to
request you to expedite the vzzgéyzélled for kthexr

therein, as the matter ha)® been pending for g
long time.,

MJL qg/// Azb Yours faithfully,
o /

— 7

:.-s'go/' »{I" W
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Telegrams: “DINASARI™ k{:(?; Telephons: 4936 & 4937
#

. DINASARI Ltd, 7 i’/\é

THE MOST POPULAR TAMIL DAILY

= Ul
} Editor: Post Box No. 518
T.S. CHOCKALINGAM MADRAS 3.

oth August 1950.

The Secretery to the
Government of Madras,
Education Department,
Fort St. George,

§§>M ADRAS.

Dear Sir,

\Q\

Sub: REFORM OF TAMIL SCRIPT i
Letter No.7438/ C/50-3/}E6n)
dated 4th August 19250.

The report of the Committee 1s under print

and will be sent to the Government in a week.

Yours faithfully,
/—"!

1 WO o

T.5. CHOCKALINGAM.
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THE MOST POPULAR TAMIL DAILY

yﬁ @ TELEPHONE: @/ ‘

TELEGRAMS: " DINASARI®™ 2 (
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2
e

Editor: Post Box Ne. 518

T. S. CHOCKALINGAM MADRAS 3.

16th &ugust 1950.

The Secretary GO the
Government of Madgas, _
(Education Department), N ]
Fort St.George, & - H-Lb7 s
MADRAS.

TT
370N prea¥-> s

Dear Sir,
Sub: Reform of the Tamil Script.
Al G 0. Ms. No.b27 Bducation dated 20th Feb. '50
N/

Encloseé please find the report of the Special Committee

\(\' “u\”%"”appointed by the Government to consider the above question,

printed in English and Tamil separately.

gpare cories of the report, one hundred in each, are

also sent to the Government in a seperate packet.
The bill of cost for printing this report will be sent

to the government as soon as the same is received from the

printers.
. Yours faithfully,
Encl:2 (T.S. CHOCKALIVGAM. )

1 .
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REPORT

The Government of Madras in their order MS. No. 527

Education, dated the 20th February 1950 appointed a Special
Committee with the following members to examine whether it is
necessary to reform the Tamil script and, if so, to recommend on
what lines the script should be revised.

1. Sri T. 8. CHOCKALINGAM, Editor, “ Dinasari ”, Madras.

9. Sri R. P. SETHU PILLAI, Head of the Tamil Depart-
ment, University of Madras.

3. Sri S. GOPALAN, All-India Radio (at present, Secretary,
Film Enquiry Committee appointed by the Government
of India).

4. Sri T. N. SUBRAMANIAM, Madal - Editor, ““ Dinasari”,
Madras.

5. Sri K. SWAMINATHAN, Principal, Government Arts
College, Madras.

6. Dr. M. VARADARAJAN, Pachaiyappa’s College, Madras.

7. Sri T. P. MEENAKSHISUNDARAM, Chintadripet, Madras.

Sri T. S. CHOCKALINGAM served as Convener of the

Committee.

The Committee met seven times on the 6th, 8th, 15th, 22nd

and 29th March and the 5th and 10th July 1950 and examined
the matter in its various aspects. SriS. Gopalan attended only
the first meeting of the Committee.

s

\

[ e



The question of reform’of the Tamil script has been engagirlg
the attention of the pub]ic, the press and the Government for
some years past- Several suggestions have been put forward by
various persons and bodies. Or% the 29th August 1947, the Hon’ble
Sri T. S. Avinasilingam Chettiar, then Minister for Education,
convened & Committee of four members to consider the question
and the Committee gent in it8 report on the 10th February 1948.
The question nas alsc been discussed again, both by the public

and the Press.

The Special Committee NOW appointed examined the entire
question of reform of the Tamil script in all its agpects.

There are two questions to be considered and answered :—
(1) whether it is necessary to reform the Tamil script and (2) if

so, on what lines the reform ghould proceed.

There is unanimity of opinion as regards the first of the two
questions. Tt is generally agreed that the total number of
“different characters necessary for printing in ihe Tamil language
should be reduced from the present unwieldy figure and also that
there should be greater uniformity in the use of symbols or
signs for the vowel - consonants (uyir-mey). 1t 18 thus necessary
to reform the Tamil scripts both in the interests of mechanical
efficiency and in the light of educational psychology-

Now comes the questiOn, on what lines the geript may be

revised. And this is the question on which we have a divergence

of opinions and proposals.

The Committee feels that, in introducing any change, the
existing script ghould not be altered so drastically as to malke it
appear entirely new, thas making it difficult for the reafing
public to follow it with ease. Hence the maximum chanc® of
acceptance by the public and the minimum requirements of
printing, typing and uniformity were kept in view in framing the

proposals for reform.

S

=

e i

The final recommendations of the Committee are as follows :

1. VOWELS. Only two changes are re :
vowel forms. commended for the

(a) @ 1 long. The present form is quite different from the
form of the shortt vowel @). The alternative form of the long
vowel @, which is occasionally used, may be made the standard
form, as it will be easier to learn, bein i

rn, a m ]
et iy g odification of the

(b) gpomr au. The present form gives rise to a certain

amount of confusion. The consonant character la ew which

is being added to o gp leads to the confusion. This should
be made distinct as &y so that it may not represent
the consonant character la &,

The existing symbols for the remaining vowels, <7, 95
@ o, sar, 6T, 6, g2, 69, 3 31 to be retained as they are’_ j

IT. CONSONANTS. This consists of two groups: pure

.consonants and vowel-consonants.

The pure consonants are now denoted by a dot on the top
of the character, without which it would represent the yowel-con-
sonant with the a added. One of the suggestions put forward
is to have the dot removed from the top of the character and
placed by the side at the right, as a separate symbol. Even
though this may reduce the number of characters, it is considered
that this will be a radical change. So the existing arrangement
of having the dot at the top may be allowed to continue.

IHBE VOWEL-CONSONANTS. To ensure uniformity and
make the script more easy, it is desirable that as far as possible
the symbols or signs for the vowels in vowel-consonants be
separated and that only one symbol be used uniformly for
each vowel-consonant,

[ A~
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Thus it is proposed that Zshould be used uniformly as a
separate symbol for all consonants to denote the vowel a long.

Similary 9 and © may be used as separate symbols (not
attached to the main characters as at present) for the vowels 2
short and long respectively.

So also @, G and em for all vowel-consonants e short, e
long and a7 respectively.

For au. the existing symbols, after the adoption of the change
of &7 to sy to distinguish it from the consonant la as
recommended above, may be used.

The only other two vowels are w short and wu long.
At present separate characters are used for each vowel-consonant
of these two series and there is also no uniformity in the symbols
wsed. Tt is however proposed that the existing symbols be
allowed to continue for some time, without any change, and that
the introduction of uniform symbols for = short and u long be
considered at a later stage if necessary.

These recommendations contain the maximum acceptable and
the minimum needed changes required to make the Tamil script
uniform and conveniently accommodated in type-composing
machines and type-writers.

The Appendix gives (a) the alphabet as it will look after the
revision proposed, and (b) a page of print in the reformed script.

‘/-N o

L

|, S ERa=2
G- CHOCKALINGW

Convener

e <5 —atE

Vowels. <o <3 @)

Consonants
Pure Consonants.
w wrT
Vowel Consonants.
with a: & @

oI 6V

Vowel Consonants.

[ e

APPENDIX I

@ 2 oM 6r o P P P POY
and
a%(aytham).
G B F e L e & 5 O

F @p L. 6 & B U b w

g)m

6y Lp o

Symbols for all medial vowels, except u short and long

to be used uniformly.

As a specimen for owr:

a long 60T T

i short o1 9

i long 6907 ©

e short (o) 6w0T

e long @ oo

al 60 6001

o short @ ewr T
o lorg @ guor
au O awr o)1

u short @ B]  Ir

sl B oy &S H 4 &P Y

® o oy p @ i D
u long o pf, @y ohl B o G BT L, AP
4, o opr 2 ap @ or I
Thus the total No. of separate characters required for the Tamil
seript as per the revised scheme 91
Total No. of such characters as at present 133




APPENDIX IT

‘P (s @@39’ EFGD'T@)ij F%0019  wasTEa urgrSuwrr
awhu & Qorder e UGS QLUCurasrer owsibens s
apwplilan goflg saiCu HFALQE asrii Lul Berers.

BB ur gyarerLy.

& Pl

%@ ; Ravrard serser ; Feor

sreflum  Guirerp

args ; Oevertmds HPHS ;
Y& wrsH-Gesrenw B
@ Lt GQurrgs el ;
S D C)euevs eoLDuyLD B)emay
SV E FroLD B pssrarsi
vl p&l Curigs Wpe@ ;
il Carews ; gofggens

STANE6T,

Qs Csrgg  am
LFnFS GPEosilear L
Q198 199 G5  H_erid.
Blasef ioraT e & & wE S
Qareor® ererr of L g G
@uan® ewirser aurper
mesr.  yeup s ey e
wpmerm Quewr.  @lwey
sioaparGor  GuE& Qe er & er
pat. @B s H8@ Gevevr s
e o) Ggig sGsrerGer per,
@ s 9 assren®, Qsrey
K& @are s Geru &g er
urph g (pL oot 191 (& @ @per
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/é;:);’? Sir ,

\

e
Wi
bfy ./&‘ &= 2.PS,

To » .
LA e L e ’ 4
The Registrar, ;

University of Madras (with encl, in orgl.).

Sub: Reform of Tamil Script.

T am ‘o forward herewith the report of the committee
constituted by the Govt. for the Reform of Tamil Script and

request that the recormendations conbained therein may kindly be

examined and that definite préposa.ls my be made to Govt., if any

reform is called for.

T am to add that the opinion of the Anna-
malai University and of other bodies and persons interested in

Tamil learning ma.y‘z7 obtained on the need for reform before

proposals are ngbed to Govt,

‘1\\3'? Sy YR,
*ias 2

/

O(MM’ 1‘)'

DRAFT II.

Letter No, 7438 C/50- &, Edn., dated Wxrsoe '

—-_.—.——--——....__—..-—.—_——_..._-—_ —

To :
The Registrar, Annamalai Universily / | v

Annamalainagar (with encl. «v!.') //

SAT | { CONG § V1 et
- B G

Sub: Heform of' Tamil Seripb. L

I am to forward herewith the repert of the cammittee

constituted by the Govt. for the Heform. of Tamil Script and te

e

=

|
|

say that the Madras University has been requested to examine the

*®

recommendations conbained therein in consulbabion with the

Annamalal Univer:

A

P X ;) )
m ¢ Ao cemind o L s \ APt e ronoaa sy Lo
‘ “"-"‘[ﬂ. Learning adl ,0 Torwyara GeLilllve - QROBALS LU

satd an g o alak a e d Naresna 1nueresued )
3LUY and obther bodales and pel 0NS 1NLETEBLEQR =
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views of the Annamalai_!giggggity on the need for reform may kindly

be forwarded to the Registrar, University of Madras.,

)

DRAFT IIT.

MEHO. NO. 7438 C/50- b, Edn., dated W-Q S -

Sub: Reform of Tamil Script.

A copy of the report of the committee comstituted by the

Covt. for the Reform of Tamil Script is forwarded to the By PRl

and he is requested to obtain the views of experts in Tamil in -

the Dept. in the matter and place them before the lMadras University.

= /f%/f/ i((

Yours faithfully,

e

To

The D.P.I. Lm"'&
ukm&)‘,
VW Lo 5,,
T
Q.5

W

[ <
bl e

(‘\\\: /f
A\ THE TAMIL ACA,D%(
kL@,,./j (s88 wuaisfé spsid)

PHONE: B4464

Tamil Encyclopedia- Office:
UNIVERSITY BUILDINGS

M.P.PERIASWAMYTHDﬁRAN

CHIEF EDITOR

MADRAS-S...].B.‘:.‘.‘.;Q.,:,:"..... 1950

The Seeretary to Government,
Rducation pepartment,
covernment of Madrass
Ft.gt.George,

Mad I a Se

>(10 SEP 1950 ),
%, A8S36 &
Cazion povd®_s

Dear Siry

o

Sub: Reform of Tamil Scfipt.
Ref : Letter/Ref N0.7438 ¢/50 5 Education
dated 1l===9===1950.

- with reference to your letter cited
above, I like to inform you that the Re forms

py oug Academy on 17-1-1980 the only exception
being hew sympol for G eywhere a new symbol ey
is suggested in the pamphlete I shall place
your letter and the report of the Committee

before the Executive committee of our Academy

and inform you as well as the ReglstrgrzUniver-
sity of Madras, Madras, about its decision.

| } . yours sincerely,

*7» P A AT

Chief Editore

suggested are a1most the same as those recommended

[ ae
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/ ol ; 2\ ANNAT s , B ﬁ;X\
J/ EﬁOm \0 kﬁv To |
{ The Registrar The Secretary toO Govprnwent : |
! Annamalal University, Tducation Bepartment, e
| Annamalainagar. covernment of Madras, S
i Fort St. George, Madras. .
. A2/17297 dated 23rd Sep«r. 150. i <
| " A4 t.
' SAT T g T
% T, | L
\ Sub: Reform of Tamil script. 9 i -
i ReL. Your letter No.7438 G/50-5 Bducation -9&@&\\17—97A90. R
‘O\B\ &5 Cragrust /
\ I request you to be SO good &s TO send me 10 spars s of the s
i '}7
| report of the Government committee for the roform of Tamil Script; @8 they @
P
K shave to be sent to the merbers of the Board of Studies in Tamil for
')X consideration.
The fayour of an early compliance is reauested. i
Yours faithfully,
oﬁ“’h’\m“o“’m’/’e]/ &
25/9 For Fe"lstw"gr." ? ‘ B
v |
L ,Al‘- i
‘ Ghip
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|‘# »r\ (59 i éfE & Lp&LD)
% M P, Periaswamythooranﬁ\\\\\\ ‘
| Chief Editor

7

Phone 84464

Tamil Encyclopedia Office:
“UNIVERSITY BUILDINGS'
CHEPAUK, MADRAS 5.

DatédLQth....ng&.g.bﬁx.,....ﬁ..l950 :

The Registrér,

University of Madras,
M ad T a s

Dear § ir 5

\ \
‘F N PERAY #ovt. y GOvEe of Madras

Educatjon Departmen‘ tOencfaN0s7438 C/50-5
\P'

Bducation dated llth September 1850,

o i o o v

With reference to the above, I would like to inform

you that the'Executive Committee of the Tamil Academy in its
meeting held on 9~10-1950 considered the vecommendations of & |
the comnittee constliubted for the Reform of Tamil Seript.

The Committee is of opinion that a new symbol (fg‘ )} need

not be introduced to denote Pere  The other recommendations

are the same as that of the Tamil pcademy sent to the Govern-

ment on the 17th Jagnuaryy 1980, So they are accepted by
the committees

e

Yours sincerely,

h@cgww/“é”’v
SECRET AR Y.

Copy forwarded to the Secretary to Government,
Government of India, (Education Department), Fort St. George,

Madras, for information in ref: to his Joint letter cited
above,
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All ¢communications should be addressed to the Registrar, Annaf

" xe : and not by name. P ¢
.;; ‘ ~ f&
Ry . ANNAMALAI UNIVERSITY

16th Octeber, 'S0 193

No._.....A2/18945

From

THE REGISTRAR,

ANNAMALAI UNIVERSITY,
ANNAMALAINAGAR.

To

The Secretary te Govornment -

Education and Publie Health Department,
Hachar
Sixr,

Sub: Reform of Tamil Seript.
Ref: 1) Your letter No. 7438 ¢/50 B. dated 6.10.50,

1.4
P |

2) This office letter Ne. A2. 17297 dated 8%.9,50.,

in enclasing a copy of reply reccived from the

Registralr, Madras University whe was addressed as desired in your

above latter regarding the supply of copies of the report af the

"Roform of Tamil script’ 2
y direectiens {for the supply of at

Committce on the I am to request you t@®
sue necagsalr

be g9 good as t©d is
t for cansideration by the Lqmil Board

Joqst 10 copies of the raper

of Studies of this University .
Yeurs faithfully,

tn;iéé.gawwizziix

L
Registrar.
@, 54)10
e
K.,K. 20/10. o {quﬁﬁ$
Q f .
: i
l
fin
%
/
“o4 { (O
b

P -
e

AW e o

! - <
ma-tif(a;versity, Annamalaiﬁa}arr{ designation. . |

AN

AN
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From e AN : "‘
The Registrar, ™ Lo = ;
University of Madwras. the Registrar,
Annamalai University,
Annamalainagar.
Sir,

Ref: Your lottor Ne. A2/17297 dated 7-10-50-Repert of the
Gevernment Committee on the ReSSrm of Tamil Seript.
I am to inferm you that eopies of the 'Report' referred
te® by you are net available in this offiece. You may address

Government in the mattor.

(S0e) e sl el i ol S

K.K. 20/10,
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rRaMS : UNIVERSITY, MaDRAS. FU N a0 . s T %
TELE{G A~s 1 ;94 '.: ﬁ) \( ~ g / i - —‘%:-
5 pHONE : 86914 S \[L\‘_/{ ) 7 Y /f'(f’ ol : "E
It is requested that all communications should be addreséed to The Registgagﬁd‘ﬁ"/ersit;/ of =
4 S
Madras, Triplicane P-O- Madras, and not to any person by name. :ﬂf,»*“ *9
X ‘: y :”’! # - i}
UNIVERSITY OF M@DNAS. ‘\}\
WU\\. P UNIVERSITY BUILDINGS, - y
> CHEPAUK, MADRAS, N

- i
. Enclo.sures- / s ;,\
y o |
ROM : |
THE REGISTRAR, \*’/"y ‘s
University of Madras. ; . / \4
To & ' \
The Secretary to Government, —~
Education Department, Madfas. %;%,j
Sir, vl ™

» U & 5
;. )

Ref:Correspondence resting with your letter Ref . .No 7438 ¢ /5064
Tducation dated 1lth September 1950 = Report of the
Committee on reform of lamil seriptse. =

I am to inform you that the Syndicate has
referred the matter to a Special Committee for
favour of detailed consideration and reports. I
shall be glad if you will kindly 1et me have twelve

more copies of the "Report" for the use of the

Committee.
Yours faithfully,
6¢ EG ISTRAR.
les/311074
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From \\C\\; ’ ;r#, :
The Director of Public f
Instruction, M_a_g_z_a_agg

. Az ¥
. Madras UnlversSThi ?
~ Chepauk, Madzxrase

**********t*g*******************t******mt*¢$*****$****************§¢§*¢***** ;

_L,4/50 Dat

sir qostl duitbLaont eans. [pgivas R g R |
ST Subs~ Reform of Tamil Seripts 3 St Pl

ol e O P (R x& ' Refi- Government Memo Noi 7438 C/50-6 Edn, dated 11-0-19504
- ‘ /e ) i 7

€S u =D o 1 6N

*\,& In enclosing herewith the views of Dr, A,C. Chettiyar of Annamalai
¥§TniversitY..Srioﬁ3- Natarajan, President, South India Teachers! Union and | &7

\

Srie TeMe Narayanaswamy Pillal, Chairman of Madras Public Service Commis=

.siqn,;whp'were.consultéd in the matter, for placing them before the Madras
University for considerationy I support the recommendations contained in

the report of the Committee constituted by Government, °

¥4
' 4

AT R R s

e I SRR TN W LS 2T et pd s -““hmgépy ta‘thAQSebretary to Govern$gnt,,EducatipnyDepartment.

— e T hel T N | : : ! ~Oe/amlie

e T s @ \ : - TS on OF W

——— otk ey
SR e s l'ﬁlr’ . T S e
3A

B PR bt Sl

P N A LT —— e | '. \:Op}' gf 1e‘|;1;er dat;e;ﬂi oth October 1950 fTOﬂ Dre AeCo ‘ Ghettiar Mg:\pPthQ f‘:
Ll A Lo "f”—~4L . professer and Head of the Department of Tamkl, Annamalal University, 1
‘ . B B e o o AL - \nnamalainagars: to-the Director of Public Instruction, Madras. |

sofiSoels Tho k. L4 j AR s L N 35 ! ¢ T R ———

WS 65 a4k

B e - _ ' R -t S Refi- Your letter ReC. No, 370 Led/50 dated 4=10-1950. I E

e ok o o

oM ! T TR e M'A"“H"““_j‘- subngReform-éf Tamil Scripts

S N e S e ] ST ¢ am in receipt of the letter cited above asking me to eXpress gy
B = o TN O (O L 5 rlews on the subjects <‘

! v 2, This Committee's recomnendatlons ‘Secm to be much more acceptéhle
% than the recomendations of the Comnittee uhich meb on ‘10th February 1943,
T Sy s ‘ g which contemplated,certain violent changess

| a, The man in the street or the child in the sechool, however,
e : | belongin he Tamil Country -does not experience any great difficulty
’T\“"”“‘*“”““;fm«-u~»“ | in learning the present Tamil Seript, which may appear to a foreigner
e SRR S X ; to be somevhab complicated, There is a great deal to say in faveur of the
¥ ‘ retention of the present system of writing, for after all any writing be-
K . comes settled bY convention and the present eonventlonal signe have been in
vogne for over edght centuries at least. :

4, A peint which has got to be considered carefully is thiss that |
to-day we have got all the books in Tamil printed in the present seript.

3 | Books belonging to all ages of Tamil literatures, namely cla sslcalj Bedievd

| ‘ : and modern (from the fourth or fifth century before Christ down to the u

? present age are available teday in print in the present seript. Steps wiq

| Pave to be taken to reeprint all those books in any reformed soript, if |

changes in the seript are finally decided upon. )

B - 2 !\

‘ 5, Therefore, if changes are inevitable from the point of view‘g: :
daily newspapers which employ the 1ino=types it 1s advisable to keepx the

; | changes down to the minimurme

&, Considered in that 1ight, the recommendations of the 1080



“Committee appeér'to be much more acceptable than the recommendations
. *of the 1948'Cqmmittee. '

. 7. I1fthere are going to be two sets, of seripts in the' country,
one the old and the other the reformed, there will be some sort of
confusion until one replaces the other. The older generation accus-
tomed to read through the present script will have to'adjust them-
selves to new conditions, which adjustment is quite possible, How-
every what I am afraid of Is that books (printed in the presentseript)
which are all treasures of several ages should not become sealed ones |
to the younger generations and to posteritys Iocam mot therefore in \1
favour of adopting a reformed script by concerted action unless it is
guaranteed that all the existing books will be printed and published .

g,
1

\

- 3

7

in'that script. Ly Ny

| 8.”Thquls@eqa;to.h§rno.great objection, however, to the news- f  |

papers ,and the typewriters agreeing by common consent .tc make use el {/°
English .is oecca-

the reformed types suggested by the 1950 Committee. 1!
sionally printed in "script" and very largely in Roman, = Similarly,; \

9

|
|
|
g
g

two kinds of types may be made available, gpé for books and the other

Lo NOVADAPIRE; | 000 v Bt 1t a0 . o
©s L am of the view that the reform should be introduced
only by stages. _ i |
ol PRPT U Ui (1 : ' 0
. 30,, For example (1) in the first five years the reformed .

script,may-beiintrb@uchaby;theunnws~papers‘ Helps to decipher the

" seript should be furnished in the shapxe of keys and illustrations . [

in the daily newspapers, it being understood that with wwiey to =~ - ( |

iement of the news= ot A& l

making an{ fresh reader not stunable.Fhe mana
papers will undertake to spare-some space daily for this purpose, AT
(2) it may be notified that all books and periodicals should be
printed after; the lapge of this:five years period in’ the new seript '/
ohlysl A3) thak atter thpce yoars fyom the Introduction of theye.

form by the newspapers publishers may be giveh thé cptien to adopt |
the new Seript in case of books-whieh they are re-publishing.

. 11, I further recommend (1) that Heéadsoof .Mutts and' the Exes
cutives of the Universities may be requested to take up the publi-
cation 1n the new seript of all rare and valuable'books 'in Tamil
which are not commonly prescribed as text books and hence are not
1ikely to atlract publishers; and (2) that Government should come
rward to subsidlee work of this kind, ' PAIRAR IS AL .

—

e m ot

opy of letter U/A77 dated nil from the President The South India
'Teachers' Union, to the Director of Public Instruction, Madras,

e

Refs~ Your letter RsCe No, 3.70401“4/50 dated 4_10”1950.
Subs~- Reform of Tamil Seripty 1 h 1AM A _ ‘

D o O e o

T studled the recommendation of the Committee on the Reform
of the Tamil Seript, While I am not unaware of the mechanical diffi-
culties in Tamil Typewriting and Tamil Lino or mono«printing and alse
of the factors that retard speed in typing or composing, 4t 4s doubte
ful 1if the reforms suggested would be of any appreciable help, Further,
the suggested reform would create serious hardship for seript writing,
scr}pt priting will eontinue to be in the present style for many years,
Again, the elassies in Tamil are all in the precent style of seripts
gzgcsmgggggssozgriwilltlgad to considerable confusion, Under the :

: s not de ' resent t '
Pl sy vl esirable at the presentAtime to consider any

o en 900
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Copy of lette
Pillai, corkmst

e

r dated 21st X
2= to the Di

Sub:- Reform of Tamil Seript,

prbh e I agrgétwith the s ug
X1Sting seript should not be gltes
should not be made diffioult ra i 1
cumstances I agree to the sugg

&

ovember 1956 fr
rector of Publi

S M D e

Sri.

(True

5 A

gestions

or. the
estion

Copies),

ran
@

on/T M, Narayanaswamy
¢ Instruetion, Madras,

of the Committee that the

d drastically and that it
‘eading publics In the cire
S made by the Committee,

/). @*:/;’,

for Director of

f 8
Publie Instruetion,
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“’7ﬁL&ﬁmeanXka time the Minister of Education, Madras had expressed
nis opénien that a change of the Tamil script was quite essen-

) tial, before Tamil being made the Official language of the
| ladras Presidencys

The Government of Ceylon is considering to intreduce
snortly Tamil as the chief language of tne school in Tamil
districts. 1 nave suggested to tne Government of Ceylon that
"o cnange of the Tamil script also should be considered while
' the tee question of language in scnools was being deciced,

ﬂ : for tne Tamil literature of Ceylon should be in allignment
with the Tamil literature of India,

| Tne present Tamil scripts are written 1in various shapes

tnat many a literate man today will not remember or write
tne scripts correctly. And also they are too numerous te set

i tnem in a common key board similar to an English typewriter,

f Tne present day Tamil script is not tne one that existed

, some nundreds of years ago. The Tamll script nas undergone
various changes during tne past.e Tne Tamil speaking public,

-3 1 nope, will not 100k at the reform of tne Tamil script

with any prejudices

| 1 give below & new method of Tamil script which a child
f can pick up and remember easilye Il can alse be conveniently
inserted in an English key beard of a cemmon typewriter,

&QM*’” "”*KO’MAA. (e VY Qka—hm s

190, Grand Bazaal, TiCEA e
Jaffna. M, Ponnambalam,
7th, Dec. 1950, iy ”
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190, Grand Bazaar
] (Ceylen

,5/

i T orr < Bpl-s o R

| | A A~ Ppor I sent you a letter en 7-12-1650, e clesing a new m &

11 , ey e u/fl a )’ 1 of Tamil Script for your appreval and necessary action,
. r - I 2 I regret 1 have had no reply fer it as yet.

[ . : L ] | L },/QLJ( I am unable to know whether yeou have ﬁersued the script
i : R i g 3 - fy " flo4 \_with any interest and kept it for further action or had '

el

|
|
F

] & ! % é<j}j\\ throvn it in the waste paper basket considering it as nemsence,
§ \ { -\ {
- =" } \ bl Excuse me for wasting your valuable time, g
T ™ = "{_:, % ; \\ 7 r:f:
5 1 Yours faithfully. k
. » ‘;! & S '&‘L«AA OAM w B |
, w —
) ’ | M.Ponnambalam, - %
i 1 ‘
g ™ é"’
g,f - l
f |
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ﬁﬁw' I think it w111 Dbe necessary for us to take up this
TN ;m A
; mattér. T propose convening a Conference for this :

} purpose after the matter is considered more fully.
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becretary, h Gl H

{ylease see herewith some suggestlons glven for the

reform of lamil seript. this may be kept in the - relevant

T DR oo j1r7~96~x4¢2> Tre Vews eyfi}h S : Saclw
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‘the views may be forwarded to Sri ‘. S. Chockalingam, a1

‘the| Seeretary of the tamil seriph bommltte@
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Professor of Tamil on@le two proposals (br:L.

L hdnegr A ko G Claenilents,

) I R j a{, | :f.;‘ ‘:, ' V.S,Aiyakannu Mudaliar and Sri. R.Gé‘%ﬁngarajal \‘
 Towud Nolopetas IS an oy Akl Ree ‘ﬂg E—— N 1

- for the Reform of Tamil Script. As regards the @
scheme proposed by Sri, C.P.Kesavalu, the Regist
has stated that it has been referred to the

Professor,and his views thereon are awaited. The

proposal at 'B' above may be examined -are=tmc wh ,
the—reeipt—of the views on the scheme proposed a}
by Sri. C.RKesavalu me:bfrom the Registrar.
This may lie over till 20-1-='50
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new text-books being in that maﬁ qﬁ teachl-\‘ 1

at least in the infant year class?being! : accordlng
5

| This is bound to influence the general public' ine:

ing the Press and the literary classes, which can,-

“also be addressed to support the ch%rige. ok 4 .‘= -

Their views on individual proposals are not re

‘to each other in order ‘to enable Covernment to 5

The question however is of selecting the apr

priate script, The views of the Uﬁi'Verms‘ity;

Special Committee appéinteﬁr have not bee'r;

their choice, It is suggested that i'n viewo§ th

urgency of finding a script which will increase the — |
efffé"ienéy of _education and reduce the large numbe: .

of failures to acquire literacy in our scheols, we
may give the whole question a chance to be immedi.
examined and seftléd. Perhaps the best course ’wo:ti. '},
be to invite the existing Committee to examine the
new proposals and their authors. A The Committee alse

may be strengthened by addition of the Professars“ f
oo h ‘\ A
of Tamil at the Universities of the Madras ana Anlim-'

malai,

?be asked by Government to examine further the question,
it should be formally constituted by the Government
the iselves, The Committee consisted of four members, %

The Professbr 6f Tamil of the Ma&ras University is o %@
i
"member, It seems sufficient, if the Professor of Tamil

of the Anmamalai University is also appointed to the

Committee, Tor orders.
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"Dinasarit wants &nformation by twelve-o-clock £ 0=norrow

in regard to the &eplieé,if any;;jréived on the'peport

of the Committee for the Beform‘/f Pamil Seript constituted |

as and Annamalal i

¢ (F) by the former H.l. The views of the Madr
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e the 3iiprm of Mamil Script initiated
ari Chodtkalingam may be asked

by the former ‘
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