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LIBRARIES - Government Orienta) Manuseripts Library - Recommendations
of the Rebrenchment and Reorganisation Committee for a 123 Per cent
cut in the establishment of the Library - Proposals dropped,
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X TDUCATTON Department Received Registered- e - :
g |
From (N A
rom (Name) - **«TQ*::,:\ N ;
DesignationThe Director of fublie - itk rl’he »5:80 ret?iry to ‘Gngm?‘%ent s 1
| Instruction, . »~ “sducation & Public Lealth Department
Station i‘IadI'aS- N ( " L I 14 « ) lv.L a d TS -
:ﬂ‘,’\> '
X .7 ;
Enclosures : R 0 N 793 .k 3/48 dated Rr =50 194 G,
ale e L Sir, . %
Sl N Sub:Library - Government Oriental Manuseripts Library - L
}79 retrenchuent of otaff. PP 1 om e >

Ref:Govt.lemorandun No.29796-1.C.2 idn., dated 19th April 49

The question of reduction of staff in the Government Urienta] |
llanuseript Library was examined by me and it was found that mno retrenchment |
w2s possible since the library hes only the ninimum staff necessary to carry |
on ibs work. I invite abtention to ny lebter Roc.No.1793 K3/48 dabed 6-h=43 |
submitting a detailed report in regard to retremclment of staff in this —— |

B H(Cy). |
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' Government of Madras. S
Education and Public Health Department, ‘ :"hﬁ
— Memorandum No.29796-2 C2 Education dated 2nd June 1949, 313¥'4‘ﬁ
PN 7 e - ‘ TR
Sub: Dibraries-Government.OrientalAManuscripts_Library Madras-Retren:
of staff-Proposals called for. : 7 - R ,».etreﬁ“l
Ref: From the Director of Public‘Iﬁstruction, Re.No.1793 K3/48 dated ﬁﬁg'

12-5-1949. g o
koK e lq-. ‘E

. .. . The attention of the Director of Public Instruction is invi
P o his letter read above and he is informed that his letter No.1793 &

f 7 V" 6th April 1949 quoted therein, does not contain any reference to the

i retrenchment in the establishment of the Government Oriental Man :
Library. He is therefore requested to submit detailed proposals to
Government separetely on the question of 12%% cut in the strength of the
staff employed in the library. ‘ i

1 J.l. Lobo Prabhu, &
Secretary to Government,

{ioT ‘ o e
' The Director of Public Instruction. . : ot

Forwarded/By order. .,
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R .&.No. 1793 K3/48 Oitice ot the
Director oi Public Instruction
Madras, dated, 1st Oct. 1949.

From
me Director of Public Instruction
Madrase.

The Secretary to Uovernment
Education and Puplic Health Department
Fort St. George, Ma d r a s.
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J | 4 ' //// Subject:- Lipbraries -- Government Oriental HManu-

| ' 5 scripts Library -- Hetrenchment in the( o
! (7/7§:f:* Establishment ot the Library. £ P
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Reference:- Lovernment Memo randum No.29796-4-C2
Edn., dated 9th August 1949.

el

2 lhe strength ot the staly qmplgyed in the Government
N Oriental Manuscripts Liobrary is furnished below:-

Den oD Pes e cs e v T T an o TS coes o> @
S momomom s Cm DCmos e Tome T = e e LT e e e

Number or posts.

two Pandits tor each language.

S Designation o o e e R e e O
No. the poste. "~  Perman- Tem- Total.
ent. porary
ks Librarian , 1 5y 1
20 Assistant Libra- 1 1 2
A rians. :
4 3, Senior Pandit 1 3 1
bt Pandits %
5, Clerks ? 3 1;
‘ 6 0 Typist - 1 1
| 7, Attender 1 1 W= 1
} g Peons ??.\\l\' L;‘NB £ lgi N 3
| . X\ S
| e . Ial ubnfit hereﬁith‘y .Q)\\
i ‘ lamil 2 : also s . an extract irom ‘
i %g Telugu 2 ic.No.794/49 dated 30-8-1949 and 7-9-1949 or tﬁgeuiigiﬁﬁs
i Kannada 2 explaining the work done by the members or staii. 'The
f Malayalam 1 Curator rurther reports that in view or the enormous wor K
o Mahrathi 1 that has to be done 1n each oi the Languages, Sanskrit
A Iglamic Tamil, Telugu etc., the existing statr is not at all sutti-
i languages- 1 cient and that the stail has been overburdened with the work
A connected with the running ot halt-yearly bulletin, examina-
v tion oi thousands ol manuscripts and publication o% 38
”i Nnane manuscripts in ditierent languages. 1t is reported that the
| work of publication ol rare manuscripts alone will require
'

I have examined in detail the quests :
of stait, and found that the work din ghe &;gﬁagf {gdggtigﬂ
increase and the existing stait is inadequate tg copé Up with
the work. In the ciircums tances it is not possipble to etiect
any retrenchment in the strength of statit employed in the
library.

A .‘4_“
o i >
3 3} et
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Yours {%}tﬁfuli&

,‘ ;‘5‘;‘;.‘;4___% =",

’)Qf'ﬂv‘i‘-ﬁ 84/5/10, %m % For Director of Public Instruction,
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Lopy of letter itc.No.794/49, dated 30-8-49 of the
Lurator, Govt. Uriental Manuscripts Library, Universipy
Buildings, lriplicane, Madras, to the Director of Publiie
Instruction, Madras. '

Sub:-= mea @ovl- O;‘{e.,./;i J‘?amuautfb
rbrany  Pelinchmsen o  stay _ Reply

S efs e
Ret':- Your Proceedings R.Y.No.1793-K3/48. dated
2 2" -11'9 °

The Government Oriental *anuscripts Library, Madras,
is unique by itselit and it is qu@te ditterent, both in
‘nature and work, irom other public libraries where printed
publications are purchased and placed at the disposal or the
public. From the nature of wo?k that is being done in this
Library, it may be now appropriate to call it a Hesearch
Institute where ancient manuscripts are deciphered, described
in Catalogues and also transcripbed tor preservation, supplying
the lacunae and correcting the mistakes that may be tound
in the originals. 'This Library is one of the maing sources
ot research work tor the departments of the University
Research lnstitute and many scholars all over India. It
mainly contains manuscripts in all South Indian Languages
Sanskrit, Tamil, lelugu, Kannada, Malayalam, Maharatti,
Persian, Arabic and Yrdu besides some manuscripts in Burmese
and Siamese. These manuscripts deal with all possible topiecs
including local records that were collected by Colomel Meck-
enzie.

Every year a large number ot manuscripts is added to
the liprary in rour ways (1) Fresentation by the owners of the
manuscrilyfs (2) Purchase ot lmenuscripts irom their owners ;

(3) Iranscyription of manuscripts by getting the originals

on loan rrom their owners and (4) Hestoration of injured
manuscripts in this Library. Still there are large collec-
tions o1 manuscripts with a numper of persons all over the
Presidency and they have to be acquired by this Liorary in one
ol the-above four ways. the Government have sanctioned in
G.0.No.ls.3116 Edn., dated 7-12-19,8 communicated in your

o proceedings H.“.No.589-L.4/L8, dateq 17-12-1948 an annual

expenditure ot £s.1,000/- for inserting advertisement in six
Jjournals to bring home the apove=racts to the public. As a

is taking steps to acquire them. The Hoarg of Hevenue is
giving publicity to the work ot this Liorary in the willage
sheets ot the District Gazettes. ‘The Inspector ot Local
Boards has issued circulars to all the Municipalities and
Panchayat boards to furnish me int ormation about old records
and manuscripts that may be availaple with persons. Simi-
larly the Hindu Heligious Endowments Board has issued orders
to all the Assistant Commissioners and bExecutive Otricers e

% from Murverpollus of Mutts and Temples to give me a list of manuscripts availabl
PWMM Q_DMXON in the Mutts and temples. T am now getting replies®ai’ Tem-
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ples and Mutts and arrangements are being made to acquire.
all the manuscripts.

The Curator alse on receiving intormation apout the
availapbility otmanuscripts, is undertaking tours to a tew
places to examine the manuscripts and acquire them, Thus
last year about 250 manuscripts were got rrom Mal apar and
apbout 2,500/~ NBEN HEXNE EXENIREE B manuscripts from the
Sankaracharya Mutt at humpakonam. They are now being examined
By the Fandits. Acquisition or MANUSCripts trom the Dharse

mea-puram Matt and liruvaduthurai Mutt is under correspondence,
The Uurator has already requested the Uirector in his lester
ReUeNoo775/49, dated 21-8-49 tor permission to go to the Jain
fuet at Melchittamur near Tindivanam and the Jananiar Mutt
at Tiruppapuliyur to examine the large collections of manue-
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s cripts (numpbering thousands) .

Lhe Library has started a multilingual Half-
Yearly bulletin to place in print in the hands of the public
the smaller manuscripts in the Library. The Hovernment
have constituted a Uommittee I'or selecting manuscripts ot this
Library tor publication and have also provided ror is.50,000/-
in the current year tor this purpose. 38 manuscripts in
ditfterent languages have pbeen selected and arrangements are
well ahead to get them printed in private presses. Press
copies of avout 30 manuscripts have already been prepared and
sent to the Editors for correction. Some of thep press copies
have been received irom the Editors and sent to the presses
also. ''he Other manuscripts are being copies as quickly as
possible. The proot of these works will be received trom the
press and they will have to pe corrected and returned with
minimum delay so that all the pooks may be issued betore March

1950.

In addition to the above undertaking, the usual
preparation of the Descriptive Catalogue or the manuscripts
and getting them printed in _the UGovernment Press will have to
pe attended to. 14 Volumes(vatalogues are now in various z=
stages of printing at the Uovernment Press. Rough Slips
that have already been prepared have t o be revised betore
sending them to the press. Detailed contents, author index
and general index etc., will have to be prepared tor some
volumes ot the €ataloguesae

Scholars trom India and abroad ask for intorma-
tion about many manuscripts and they are supplied by the
Yandits oir the Liorary. The manuscripts that are acquired by
transcription have to be compared with the originals by the
Pandits ot the Liorary, correcting the mistakes in the orie-
ginal and the several errors. oSome oi the manuscripts ot
this Liorary are ddited by the Curator and printed and publiShé?
by the vani Vilas Press, Srirangam under the Government Oriem-
Atal Manuscripts Library Series in accordance with the rules
ot this Library. <he Press copies are prepared bv the Pandits

“and proots also are eorrected by them.

Thus the activities of the Library have
: : ! extended
in all. possible directions in the last two yea;g. I am giving

below a statement containing the work done by the Liorary

statt two years ago and the work done by the mame ‘3
the last two years. statftr in

BLFOKE TWO YEARS. ' WITHIN THE LAST TWO YEARS.

1. Preparation of Descrip- 1. Preparation of L ’
tive Hatalogues. Uatglogues, of Descriptive

2. Agtending to enquiries 2.

Attending th¢ enquiries trom

irom the public. the public

3. Restoration of manuscripts.3. Hestoration 01 manusecriptse

L . Publication oi one or two 4.
Sanskrit manuscripts in
the Govemment Press and
vani vilas Press, Srirangam.

Publication ot one or two
Sanskrit manuscripts in the
Gove mment Ppegs and Vani
Vilas Press, Srirangam.

0+ HExaminagy early 3,000
on of B 9
manuscripts newly collecpede
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6. bxamining the lists o1l manu-
scripts supplied by the private
owners of manuscripts, Munici-
palities, etc., lemples and
Mutts etc. .

7. Preparation of press copy ior
the Bulletin and correction of
proot .

8. bxamination of manuscripts and
preparafion ot lists of manuscri.
pts suitable for publicatione

9. Collegtion of 38 Press copies or
manuscripts that are to be
printed 38 bedies.lhes Yean .
/0. C’om&,,{qr proofa ¥y eae 35 BooKs.

Even in the items that are common in both the periods,
the volume of work has increased considerably. . tor doing all
these extra works, no additional hands are engaged and the
entire work is turned out by the existing statt itselt who are
sthinigg every nerve to rise to the occasion and co-operating
with me in the new undertakings. As a matter of af ract , I
wanted to ask ror. additional stafi but knowing that the Govem-
ment are trying to eftect retrenchment in dirferent departments,
I retrrained trom asking for more hands. With so much work on '
hand, it is absolutely not possible to efiect any retrenchment

| in the Pandit statt ot this Library without detriment to quan=-

tity and quality of work.

The Librarian is the Ministerial head ot the oftice,

‘exercising supervision over the work of all the others in this .

otrice. He is also in charge of cash, accounts, Press-tegister,
supply of transcripts to the public, diaries of the staft and
publication works ol the Library. He cannot take up any more
work.

There are two Assistant Librarians one permanent
and one temporary (for Islamic Languages). The permanent
Assistant Liprarian 1is in charge of acquisition of manuscripts,
loan of manuscripts, library indent, Edftorial Committee corres-
pondence, stock-register of books and manuscripts in the library

. and miscellameous correspondence. Even now he is over-worked .

The temporary post which was created Sor the preparation of the
Descriptive Yatalogues of Islamic Manusecripts, has to be con-
tinued for some more fime as there are still 226 Persian manu-
scripts to be described. When this work becomes completed, the
post may be abblished. But untortunately this post has remainedq
vacant tor a number ol months, and even now it is vacant as
M.A.,'s in Islamic languages are hesitant to come t or the

low scale of pay that the post carries.

'There are now two clerks and a typist in the oftrice.
with the increased work connected with the acquisition of manu-
scripts, issue of the hali-yeatrly Bulletin, publication of rare
manuscripts and enquiries trom the public, tle present staii
is barely sutticient to cope up with the work. In 1946 the
total ol curepent numvers was 1564. In 1947 it was 1634. 1In
1948 it was 1835. In the current year, till now the total’
has come to 1574 I am sure that the total o1 current numbers
tor this year will be mede than 2000, To attend to t his corres-
pondence, the present stail ol the oftice is absolut@ly neces-
sarye

There is one attender who is in charge ot the regis-
ters relating to the issue of manuscripts and books 1rom stack-
room, He has to attend to the needs of the public who come to
the Library for consulting the manuscripts. He is also requireq
to restore some of the Mackenzie Collection in Telugu.
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There are three peons and two dusting coolies in the
Liorary. One peon attends on the Curator, one peon attends
to the work at the ottiece and issue ot manuscripts and books
to the public and one peon is attending to outdoor work and work
at the stack room. These peons are also required to apply
insectieides and crude oil to the manuscripts. The dusting
coolies are engaged in dusting manuscriptg bundles and cleaning
M e il every leat and also in dusting the printeq books. As per G.0.No,
¥ , (. Lp 326, Fimance Depa rtment, dated oth April 19,8 communicated in
your proceedings R.U.No.985 K.3/L48, dated 16-4~-1948, this oitice
is entitled to have 4 peons but really there are only38 peons
fHence it is not possible to retrench any ol these peons and
Edusting coolies.

N —————

Dot (Soeh e letrs e Cinioter, (@ >esial
HKMM, ‘&'7?”/@§¢(7-?.q? \
N ——————®. &

The present statt of the pandits is quite insutricfent
in view ot the enormous increase in the work on the litera
side. With the present stair, will take at least 2
examine the manuscripts already Collected, not to s
manuscripts that may be collected.herearter,
reports of the.availability.oi' Manuscripts in

years more to
peak of the

I am receiving
large numper in

exiisting pandits will seriously hamper with the

ﬁ,ﬁ acquisition ol manuscripts. As the Gowe rnme nt,
L1V unearth manuscripts tfrom all parts oi the count
)  ‘Sanctioned a sum of &s.1,000/- per year for adve
7/””5& Journals for this purpose, the Uevernment may n
slackness in the attempts made by the Curator to acquire manu.

scripts. A sum ol £5.50,000/- has been sanctioned
f ment tor the publication ot rare manuscripts withi

, year and I tefl that this may not pe completed it any retrenchme,.
| or statt is ettected. Hence I Submit that the pj h

r. D. \\ ) ; 3 - ‘
%;/OP lrector of Pupitc Insuructlonm
E‘ ]‘/5/1() )
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