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The Director of Public Instruction, (Eg)

Madras

The Secretary to Government, A
Education Department, (1
ol o o gmpe ], Tll] : ) Fort Ste. George, Madrase NS
Dafe | N1y, 2 g 7
Re.No. 1231.,K.2/50 dated 31,10,50 ON BEPARTY "
Sir, e

Sub:: Colleges = Government Colleges - Heliglous and moral
instruction.

e

In enclosing herewith a copy of the letter No. A.2239 dated

20,6050 from the Registrar, University of liadras addressed to
the Principal, Presidency College, lladras on the question relating
to Religious and Moral instruction in colleges and the ldter's
letter to the Director Re. 650/50 dated 18,9.50, I have the
nonour to state that so far as Government Colleges are concerned
there would not seem to be any objection to accepting recommenda-
\ tions (1) and (4) of the University Edncation Commission. But
2 .~ recommendations (2) and (3) appear to fall within the scope of
’ p'w“ 9??LTFN article 28 (1) of the Constitution of Indla, according to which

- ,//no religious instruction can be provided in an institution which
", is wholly meintained out of State fundse I may point out that
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1D, “Yewith reference to the article of the Constipution, the provision
¥ of Religious instruction in Muslim institutions maintained b

' Government and Local Bodies has been discontinued from the begin-
ning of the current years I consider that no exception need be
made in the matter of Colleges maintained by Government, I
request the favowr of a ruling by the Govermment in the matter,
which is necessary to meke the position of Government Colleges
in this regard clear to the Universities in the State,

Yours faithfully,

Tu&Afk;Uk“‘°°“"\

—

for Director of Public Instruetion
GRDe1.11, C"" &

Copy of letter Rce. 690/50 dated 18.9.1950 from the frofessor in

charge, Presidency College, Madras to the Director of Public Instru -

ction, Madras,

Sub: Religious and Moral instruction in Colleges,

Ref: Letter No, A, 2239 dated 20.6,50 from the Registrar, University
of Madras to Principals of Colleges,

The Reglstrar'!s letter clted above was referred to a committee
consisting of three frofessors in the College for their opinion and
the committee is of opinion that in view of article 28 (1) of the
Constitution of India, no religious instruection can be provided in
the college as it is "wholly maintained out of state funds. One of
the Professors in the committee, however, is of opinion that when
the Philosophy of Religion 18 a subject of study for the Phllosephy |
Honours course and Exemination, there can be no objectlon to instrus
ction in religlon and morals being imparted in the college.

I request the favour of your ruling in the matter.
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otgr of Public Instruction
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Copy .of letter No. A. 22839 dateg 2066450 from the Registrar of
Madras University to the Prinecipai, Presidency_College, Madras,

Sub: Religious and Moral Instruction in Colleges.
On a reference from the Academic Counoil, the Syndicate

appointed a Special Committee to consider ang I'eport on the f
question of religions ang Moral Instruction in Colleges affiliateg
to the University, The Special Committee considered the subjeect
in detail and "resolveg to recommend to tne Syndicate to Sncourage
all Colleges to offer such Religious and Loral Instruction as the
lanagements find it possible ang appropriate, and rorp any other
action the Syndicate may await the report Oof the Indian Unive;
Commissiont, The Committeets I'®Port was duly placeq before tyne
Academic Council in September last, and the Coduncil, whiie a
ing the Report, resolved that the Syndicate be requested to :
on the further action to be taken after taking into'consideration
the_recommendations of the Indian Universities Commission in
respect or Religious and lloral Instruction in Colleges.

The Report of the University Education Commission nas Sinece
been received, and the Tfollowing Summary ofthe écommendationg of
the Commission on the subject of Religious Instruction is 3§Pﬁf0duced;*

e r'ecommend ¢ x -
1) that a1y educationa]l institutions start work witp a few
- ) minutes fop Silent meditation, ."-fl '

(2) that in the first ear of the Degree Cowrse liveg of the
great religious 1egders like Gan ala~ the Buddha, Confucius,
Zoroaster, Socrates, Jesus, Sankara, Ramanuja, Madhayg 3
Mohammag, Kabir, Nanak, Gandhi, be taughts ;..

that in the second year some selecticn of §~Univeﬁéalist
Character from the Seriptures of “the Wdrld‘be'studied.‘
that in the thirg year, the central problems of the Phijo.
Sophy orf religion be considered, -~ '
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The Syndicste considered the Report of the Indign Universities
Commission, with particular I'eference to the resolution or the '
Academic Cohunci] referred to above, and resolved that that the
I'ecommendations of the Universities Commission on the Subject op
Religious Instruetion in Colleges and the report of the SDecial

In communicating the above, I mm to request you to be gp good
as to let me have your remapks on the reports at an early date,

/True Copy/ WW"\

Tor Director of Publie Instl"llf}tiqn_

<



s 'l”: - e e LT | Selio i H:‘Q!jf‘(‘_]‘

g 2y £ ‘L i s.L! ks \J‘.I-‘: H.{ i
¢ e Ldt‘llul & b Ry "-b“t"‘

SR L T TR IR il“"w. %tk

T AP R M o
P‘.". ok B LH
,J". ! ; ‘5*”"" r '
- Bly ot

i uu,:#u,, -ﬁusu-u'

o " .I;'“

"

]

Sy
Ixh' L

.'|_-l"'m -lﬁ'k ‘
P L "|I'_

U |, -U’hi._. w4
P S e
ﬂfq'\n. AT LA, 1”ﬂ-"”'E il )
_ ‘, sf1d wisF TAn h’j. "1.'11 S e O LT
1. 3 j 9 ..wqm it] Er‘ ",'f'?l

i'.'. 4 ._-,‘iu,r:rif'-i
I ~':.'-ﬂ R LR | R el e 1
ﬂ'—l ol e AT e .LJT‘l =

o mtnt"'frg BNl T S TE

L ,S' Sl B0 G R Sy et
*'a k= ’ k)
! 14 '\' ||' ?'I " ;- rl r I\-r e .1 T .

s

M
" . -
. e R

T -

- o |
ot Ly

* Jlk]‘\- . S 4 v-‘\"ill al‘:

L i A
o oy i

i " . it ) -
g S T O R B

s L

LR C B g -

rieh 'L el .
f= .i 1\ i |'.|

o A
,-!'Livmu

‘,Iuéém R R W e Ry L 2
A B P A e ‘
‘;ﬁ&'ﬁﬂrﬁa}ﬁ iﬂ'ﬂﬂu LR Ty o IR
; e~
il M T R
B IO 4 ) m o Fre }
T, o ARG ey D TSR CRNl NP Ly
< A R TR RSl R
- ;-JB"'RJU"" Sn A i e el ke i
= ) I‘J;J-0- -y b | g el Aty e R
. el gnm! ws'z BB ARG Orlion, S r not
T R S T R
LIHl R ity B B 5 5 D 2T WL e e
20060 ot | B2 .Jr..-r T T TR s RS
4 hd-\ﬂvmi..n--a B Dt e VIRES e
; PR RE d T R 'H“J;: .'_.d, ik o e R Ry
L ‘ihnruwl- ""g, SiTak st s e T ee T
autmmﬂwm LT SRR :
lﬁ:la:‘ .1.'.‘1',1!;1'731‘] al \n_) dj']"' e i 1 ¢ i
i -ﬁﬁﬁlﬂ'fjm-ml‘ !"J*L.. K = e, WS N g ¢
| Mmiasl"‘; SRR K

P AT

hen i O

J‘Laﬂ\
1%"" v

2 B
t ™
Pt LI L S E R

% ""11 e
o Lo g
) T
o
A
O ey

L ] j--

f

AR

‘ut-"ﬁﬂ&lr'“id i W g.l.ll.‘j'.:d

gl L2y
L4 ~ai

.

82 o e
(loge
e \r' .
-
- v
ot
L1 vE
Oyt
:
[

"

1

el LF Y
i

R fh:, A %‘;J. el

e 37 R LT

3T LAEY T ¢

=

'

ik

I~ ol

g, 2

PREE R Fr A

o







T T

bebacts ‘F"" ‘C}‘ Scoum@%t,& 5 % Qc%fem &@. g

| — f g 2 | L
. \ B 11‘ . Legal Department |
CRE] {a“ f)ame i, o \fl\e s [/ic e ’ In paragraph 31 of Chapter VIII of its recomendatieﬁ'-
Y&‘j&c ‘:jy A ﬂ\c vha}utd‘ (ub{) /ZL& W A , the Commission hgs stated that a short period of silent ‘
Cor C?Jllh\l Gine é‘p"m &lcd 041 C/ (&L b - iworship or meditation e_avery morning before the class 1
jﬂtﬁwc)co(/ ) L’ wﬁ%m /Ac a ? gndm 1 a/l/ | . ;work starts may well become an integral part of college lia

O ‘ | | 1ife. It is clear, therefore, that what the Commission {

ﬁ:'x 2O 3 Cﬁu (]I\c Q’Pl enet
,:?JQ hc_{,éj DL I{Ac (> ame /Cknmj cg\fﬂ?coj’ Ib

0 [T QK ,dtfl B Oved ey = Cou.(, L&d‘ Jf"\/ ' meditation, which has nothing te do with religion. \

cai}hevalr

(W JX/FA - : Fra gk o, : wp T ey
- . by private devotion or spiritual exercise consisting in
i /["15’5’ I uncirl) | ;

%‘ W LA ' deep continued reflection on some religious theme",
94 A

contemplates is religious worship and not mere silent

| Webster's Dictlonary defines meditation as "a form of | |

‘ £
s ' The Concise Oxford Dictionary defines meditation as
S RETARY Y 5 - | ' -
/;;}C/R/_«ﬁﬁ\ N 3oll* | ' exercising the mind in contemplation (especially religi-
1 / \

| ous). Webster's Dictionary, referring te worship says

\ \'.- .
i il ’; fouet 1990 U /tK}L\./ (,,4:2¢?‘~(J | | :
' \\J\ R 6%5' . | : ' "the worship of God is an eminent part of religioen and
l

%}4"’ g E (\// ‘ | prayer is a chief part of religious wership". The |
| F e | '

' Bncyclopedia Brittanica, Volume 18, under the heading

‘!,'.silent prayer" at page 420 says "Finally in advanced

[ | : religion at the point at which prayer is coming to be

conceived as comnunion, silent adoration is sometimes

| seem that silent worship or meditation is religious
‘ i o °
‘worship. It is not something which has ne religious

.
i

i | ‘ | thought to bring man nearest to God". Thus, it woulg
; . |

|

:

:Significance. Religious worship is not necesSsarily the
iworship according to the practices of a particular reli-
{

ngon. Any religious worship cannot be made compulsory

4and thus it would seem that the proposal of the Univer-

isity Commission to have a period of gilent worship or

‘meditation would come under the prohibitien against

'religious worship.
x > = - ¥
If the reference had been merely to "silent

meditation" it would have been difficult te maintain

B e, - N L

the view that a contravention of Article 28(3) of the

Constitution is involved, But the reference to

” L3
‘wgilent worship or meditation in para 31 ef the

1 nisgl p en more, the
University Comrnission's report, and ev
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LB o e ] e g | . il
I j?' e & 'E§ , That Deptt. also holds that the "silent meditation"
— e G v ot @nd Camnot
other sentiments expresse@ in that para clearly show that some sort ) wili?ﬁ;;f%%%ﬁﬁﬁg compulsory vis a vis Article 28(3). The
of religious practice is intended. This, I am afraid, is noé Central Advisory Board seeks to modify the recommenda-
permissible under Article 28(3). There is a clear danger of | ‘tion by vesting discretion apparently in the managementsrh
the practice of "silent meditation! insensibly changing inte ‘to provide or not for "silent meditation". In these %
some form of overt religious exercise, But, even apart from , matters even if instructions are issued by Govt., in %
this danger, it seems to me that what the University Commn, ' the manner approved by the Central Advisory Board, the %
recommends will be a contravention of Article 28(3).7 Begides, | @managements are likely to mistake the instructions as ?
if the "silent meditation" is deprived of all religious signifi- . : : mandatory. |
cance, one can fairly ask, what is the use of it? It will : | We may inform India that while there will be
certainly not give effect to the University Commission's no objection to providing for instruction in philosophy
recommendation, | & ‘xy; ';.of the several faiths, in degree courses in Philosophy,
X.V.R. ; 4 E}Govt. are advised that action in the direction of com-
et e ] ipulsory meditation or religious instruction as recomren-
Education Department (F) zfded by the Commission will offend Article 28(3).
"""""""""""""" _ & H.M. (B, & L.) and H.C.M, may see.
This note deals with the recommendatioms of the Univer- ¢ o St
sity Commission appointed by the Govt. of India, on "Religious ‘ | 25-7=50 32354
Education", The recommendations of the Commission are that all ' o OQur legal experts have held that even
institutions should start work with a few minutes for silent E silent meditation will offend against Art,28
meditation, that the lives of great religious leaders like . | of the Constitution, India mey therefore be
Gautama Buddha, Mahatma Gandhi, etc., should be taught in the | informed as at X above.
first year or the college course, that in the second year some - ShLTs
selections of a universalist character from the scriptures of the Ry
H.M. (E. & L.) K.M./ 31-7-50
world should be studied and that in the 3rd year, the problems
| H.C. M. P.K.R./31-7=50,
of philosophy or religion should be considered. The Andhra |
University has no views to offef on this matter, The Annamalail f
Iniversity kaz welcomes the introduction of non-sectarian ethical ;
and moral instructien, The Madras University however is of the view
that the conclusion of the Commission is the emxact opposite of
what the Constitutlien of India prescribes'in Article 28 of the
New Oonstitutien. .This Department is of the view that if religious -
instruction is to be made compulsory, it Qould offend Article 28
of the Constitutien, but that there could be no ebjection te silent .
meditation., Legal Dept. are of the view that the University
Commission's recemmendation will be a contravention of Article 28(3)
of the Constitutien.
e — 1
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| said that while he sympavinied with
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'RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION
| "IN COLLEGES

MADRAS, Nov. 17.

HE Senate of the Madras Univer-
T sity today approved the recom-
mendation of the Syndicate that
«g]] Colleges should be encouraged
to offer such religious and moral
| instruction as the managements
find passible and appropriate, sub-
ject to the provisions of the _Con—
stitution.” The Senate considered
the Syndicate’s views on the recom-
mendations of the University Edu-
cation Commission. Dr Sir A. Laksh-
manaswami Mudaliar, Vice-Chan-
cellor presided.
| MR S. GOVINDARAJULU moved
the resolution that “the Senate is gene
Irally in fayour of the report of the
Syndicate on the recommendations of
the University Education Commis-
sion.” i

e e

Referring to religious instructions,
he said. “The Syndicate’s view is
that religious instruction is not permis-
sible in State Colleges. So far as
private Colleges are concerned, it Is
their concern. I plead for a little
liberty in these things.” ]

On the subject of  religious educa-!
tion, the University Commission had
recommended  “that all educationa)
institutions start work with a few
minutes for silent meditation; that in
the first year of the Degree course,
lives of the great religious leaders
like Gautama = Buddha, Confucius
Zoroaster, Socrates, Jesus, Sankars
Ramanuja, Madhva, Mahomed, Kabir
Nanak and Gandhi be taught; that
in the.seconc_l year, some selections of
a universalist character from the
s_crlptm:es of the world be studied; and
Italzlglt)l in thfe tthird year, the central

ems of the philosoph igi
be considered.” 3 R

Minimum religious

Instruction necessary

MR K. S. RAMASWAMI SASTRI
moved that there should be at least
the minimum moral and religious in-
struction, and that it shouid be sup-
plemented by a course of lectures on
the basic truths, which were coaimon
to all religions in a spirit cf tolerance
and goodwill.

He said he did not think that the
recommendations of the University
Education Commission were - contrary
to the provisions of the Constitution.

MR KEDARI RAO ssconded the
resolution.

MR ARAVAMADU AYYANGAR said
his experience of the religious and
moral instruction classes was that most
of the students looked as tnem with
amused tolerance, and thai cnly a
small percentage was really interested
in the lectures. He was of the view
that to teach universal raligion the
best place was not the class room.

MR V. I. MUNUSWAMI PILLAT sup-
ported the amendment, while Mr Ra-
malinga Reddi opposed it. Mr Reddi
asked what would he uhe position, if
religious instruction was in the hands
of one who denied the existance of God.

MR E. N. SUBRAMANIAM stressed
the need to teach students the fun-)

damental unity of all religions.

ctical difficulties
THgl;ziEiV. FR JEROME D'SOUZA

irit: behind the amenciijnent,”he
E&ghsgngg point out the prgj;ct;cal _mfhj,
culties of giving effect w0 L 1p dlﬁ&‘\‘
ent institutions. The attempt to for-
mulate the barest substratun of fruths
accentable to all might —nob sueceed.
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Madras University Senate approves
Syndicate’s recommendation

The least that the University should do
was to show an aftitude of encouarge-
ment, and sympathy for the ideal of
religious education, without going into
the specific manner of seaching if, and
|leave it to the different institutions to
carry out their particular way of giv--
ing religious instruction. If in course
of time, a small common syllabus
| could be agreed upon, it would be a

| happy day. But it would not be safe to

‘| formulate a resolution, and make it

i igatory on all.
Obll\}Igs RI:XMA AYYAR said he was not
happy about religious instruction as
| such, which, he said, might do more
{harm than good, especlally °= when
students noticed the difference between
profession and practice in those who
taught religious instruction. 2
MR PADMANABHA . PILLAT said
there was more recrimination than
agreement among people In  matters
of religion and that they could not
expect agreement on fundamentals.
The amendment was put to vote and
\lost, and the Syndicate's recommend-

|ation was approved,

|






