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. JO. F.92-14/49.A02.
Govaernment of India,
Ministry of'Edusgtion,

New Delhi 3, the W’A‘ July, 1949

’ 4
Ram Lal, Esquire, M.A., é;;)
Under Secretary to the Government of India.

The Secretary to the Government of Madras,
Bdncation Department, mﬂg~%7gwg_§4
INDIAN HISTORICAL RECORDS COMMISSION - AD HOC
RECIONAL RECORDS SURVEY GOMMITTEE - ESTABLISHMENT OF
PERMANENT SURVEY COMMITTEE BY THE MADRAS GOVERNMENT.
R f, ) gir’ . o
;(,;xfn}-. T am directed to refer to your G.0. Ms. No. 3303-Edn.,
[ dated 24th December, 1948, in regard to the establishment of
a Regional Records Survey Committee in Madras. This Regional
Committee replaces the ad hog Committee set up by the Indian
Historical Records Commission in 1943 and the Central Government
grant-in-aid which was being disbursed by the Commission to -
the Madras ad hoc Committee has accordingly been suspended
#“ from the current financial year. :

2 It was reported by the Gonvener of the (permanent)
Regional Records Survey Committee, Madras, during the last
o Al ‘mgeting of the Research and Publication Committee held in New
l#‘«yi'fwj ;Delhi in May 1949 (an oextract from the progeedings enclosed
" i'W herewith) that the permanent Committee is not inclined to take
' over all the items of the activities which the ad hog Committee
*  yas engaged in. As the Indian Historical Records Commission is
acting as the coordinating agency between the various regional
committees, and as the programme already adopted has been arrived
at after careful consideration, the Government of India consider
it desirable that the Provincial Regional Committee should
continue the programme hitherte followed by the ad hoc Committee,
in its entirety . ;

The Government of India trust that necessary instruec-
tions will be issued by the Provinecial Government to their

Committee to cooperate with the Indian Historical Records
Commissicn in the matter.

Yours faithfully,

(lewe

Under Secretary.
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Copy o an Extract from the Proceedings of the Fourteenth
Meeting of the Research & Publicaticn Committee held
at New Delhi on the 2nd May, 1949, at 3-30 P.M.

VI. Any other subiect that may be broucht before the Committee.

Professor Srinivasachari informed the Committee that the
Madras Government had set up a permanent Regional Records Survey
comnittee; but since this Committee had decided to limit its activi-
ties only to the salvaging of documents, Professor Srinivasachari
proposed that the ad hoc Committee set up by the Indian Historical
Records Commission should continue to function in order to cover the
remaining items of its activities as recommended by the Research &
Publication Committee from time to time., After some discussion it was
agreed that with the establishment of 2 permanent Committee the
adbhoc Committee automatically ceased to exist. The Madras Government
would however be requested to ask their Committee to take over all

the activities of the ad hoc Committee.
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The Convenor of the Regional Records Survey Committee

Fort St. George, M A DR AS S

¢. 3 have represented to the Research and Publication Committee

@//6“:-{331 formed in G.0.No, 3303 Education, dated 24-12-1948, is stated to
. of the Indien Historical Records Commission that the Committee

" Jhich the ad hoc Committee was engaged in, The Government

\ﬁvb “"‘i is not inclined to take over all the items of the activities

of India, therefore, desire that the Provincial Committee
ghould be instructed to teke over 21l these activities

) L witnout exception.

2, Till now only one meeting has been held af ter
" the Re%ional Records Survey Comittee was formed, This
5, A& ptin was held in April 1949, I enclose coples of the agenda
and the minutes of this meeting. It will be seen from
them that the Committee has accepted almost everything

i)

that the Convenor suggested, The only items on the agenda

P. 9 udfa  to which 1t did not completely agree are items Nos.7 and 8,
¥ 1 rmstg to

] explain below the reasons which prompted the Comm
%a,ss resolutions in a slightly altered form in regard

hese two items.

y N

2.

i

!
{

A J

{0
i
ai
|

h“"

1
i
]



- The first part of this related to 2
of Dr.sen, the Director of Archives, National
of India, thatb the Committee might help in pre-

er of records, manuscripts, etc.
the examination

§ the offices in the PTOVIACS,
big and small; official, semi official and non—official.
The detalls of the scheme will be found in the letter of

‘tne Covernment of india No.F.92-34/48 }
with mdt.No.GllolL-l.
in my letter Yo. 2187-DV11/48-23,

1L
1

of tne records in

that the scheme might be 18
that a special paid staff would
vk connected with the scheme.
however, in their Memorandum Yo. 61104/48-2. C2.
25-1-1949 decided that it was mnnecessary to ado t the
2 eme. ey considered that "1t would b : |
waste of time and energy to endeavour to compile fregis’cer
for All-India in which the records of these smal

d of the subordinate Government offices all over
% India dhould be listed up”. They also considered that,

! as the pemanent eommittee had been set up with the idea
valuable records in private custody traced and

to the wo

of havin

'.roViS].O% for thelr preservation made, it was not desirable

hat 1t should be diverted from the work and asked to take

up the work of compiling the register in the menner pronosed.

A copy of the Memporandum was communi cated to_the Convenor 2 ]

by tge Covernment with thelr letter No.9012-I1.C2 Edn. dated ) | 2q NF
2.3-1949. Al BHRE5 be et PR ‘

4, According to the scheme of the Research and
cation Committee the regional Committees were to take
of prega,ring the National Register to the
exclusion of 211 other activities including the activity
of unearthing the menuscripts in private custody.
in view of the orders of the Government, the Committee
the work of preparing the National Reglst
i =0.0,£. 9 (b, 8P DD BV Nevertheless 1t resolved to furnish
Director of Archives such information as it might
for the compilation of the

might be useful
Register. In my opinion the Committee was Tl ¢ht in not ‘
3 T suggested to the

taking up this woTk £txet. For, although
Government iast year that this scheme might be taken up,
1 now agree with the Covermnment that this is not so important
or urgent an sctivity of the comittee as the unearthing,
reserving etc. of the msnuscripts in private custody.
here is no danger of the important records of public offices
peing dastroyed. In fact, this office is recelving annual
reports from the Collectors and Heads of Departments in
regard to the condition of their old records in thelr custody
2nd no old records are destroyed by them without the germi:\ssion
of this office. In the case of the manuscripts in private
custody, howevel, there ig no such control and, therefore,
the sooner the commi ttee sets about unesrthing them, the

better.

Publi
up the work

9

L

th
obtain and as

——

5, In regard to the second part of item 7, viz,,

| the Measures to be taken for the centralisation and proper
, - Tégpr‘mtion of the records of merged states, 2l though
Dt ing 18 n O ioned in the Minutes, I pointed out thdt
! the fecorfsrggoggg ggggfgoﬁggtengOUId 2 {reatEd ie
the  ment 2d after properly
%C?Z%f?ggg agreed with me, Chey g
/()z v

SIS A e N L2 6. Item 8:--
instructions issued b
for the guidance of

)

=
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13,3 and resolved to follow
. - { ~see paTa 8 of the Minutes).
~1" conslsted in

| of the Instructions and it was
. Municipal
in private
in the scop€

custody., It was

of the

PR

the vnearthing of

preservation, publication etc,

7. From what has
that the Committee has co-0oper
accepted almost a1l the sugges
1f he had felt that the Cormit

cn the
jlation of th
and

magtter on whi
that of the comp
and semi-public records,

in our Province.
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Thig item related to the eneral
y the Indian Hi storical Rec%rds

Cormi ssion
Committees. The

2. 4 and 5 appended to this

The Committee made only a emall chamge in these 1
fhem in all other re Skt
The chonge made by ©

e anttion”
om ee
"\unicipal Councils" in para 5

ects.

made because the records of

offices do hot come under
felt that these records,
National Register,
. and that the Committee olght to confine

rivate manuscrip

ad hoc Committee was doing

up any ; KelS

he could have pbrought 1t to the no
of taking it wo with the Research an
the Indian

e National Regist
that was because such a
the Government had expressly ordered should not be undertaken

the description of records
come with- |
being semi—public records

fts activities only to
ts and records and their

h——.

been stated above it will be seen
sted with the Convenor and has B
tions placed by him before 1t. L
tee was not inclined to take .

~tice of the Covernment instead |
4 publication Committee of

Historical Records commission. The only conside abl
Oormi ttee dlsagreed wi / o

th the Convenor was
er of all public
compilation®
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INDIAN HISTCRICAL RECORDS COMMISSION Q
REGIONAL RECORDS SURVEY COMMITTEE,  °

¢ MADRAS.

AGENDA,.

g : for the first meeting of the Committee to be held at
i; . the office of the Director of Public Instruction, Madras,
;‘! on Thursday, the 21st April 1949, "

'ﬁ 1, The definition of the urgoses that should be aimed at by the
l; ~ Committee, with reference to the Circular Letter from the Convenor

dated 14th March 1949 containing 4 paragraphs.

|
m,m\% ! . 2. - The suggestions made by Dr. B.S.Baliga, Curator, Madras -
W . Records, Chittoor, in his letter to the Secretary to Government, No.
/% 395-D.VII /49-1. dated 15th February 1949, containing the suggestions,
o ’ that the object:of the Committee should be to consider the ways and
¢ : ‘ : means by which historical rnanuScrigts or records in private custody
_ should be (1) brought to light, (2) preserved, listed or catalogued
7 ¢ and (2) made available for bong fide historical research., All this
j ' can be done by correspondence or personal contact with individuals
or Rri-vate bodies likely to possess old records, like the old commer—
cigl firms (Binny & Co., Parry & Co.,) with religious institutions
like temples and mutts, churches, mosQues etc., with Z-mindars and
other big landowners whose history goes back to olden daysp with socie
: -ties or associations, social, cultural, political etec., o have a
g history worth knowing, Propaganda in the Press may also be carried
R)/ol-2%¢, _

8. In these circumstances, if there 1s no objection,
the Government of Indiz mzy be informed that the Regional
Records Survey Committee has, except, in the matter of the
compilation of the National Register of all Public, and
Semi Public records, agreed with all the propossls and -
suggestions of the Convenor, and that this Coverrment have
a:f%er a careful consideration, thought it umnecessary to
compile such s national Register for the reasons stated in
thggr Memorandum No.61104/48-2.C2, Edn., dated 35-1-1949,
Before, however, sending such a Treply,the Convenor may, b

erhaps, be asked to specify what are the activities which |
he @ Comittee was engaged in, and which of these 2, | . ;
activities, the present Committee is not inclined to take up. | | 3. The letter from the Curator, Government Oriental Manuscripts ¢
Library, Madras, Roc,No.B60/49 dated 5-2-49, communicating the methods
, conducted by him in acquiring manuscripts - consideration of methods
| of co-ordination between the Curator of the Orientsl Manuscripk Lib- .

Yours faithfully, rary end the Regional Records Survey Committee. B

B
4, The proposal of Professor V,R, Ramachandra Dikshitar of the =
/// /,/ / / Madras University that the record material at Pudukkottal which may
, //;{//[@/ 7k ; be of value for the different as%ects of the History of South India
CURATOR ars may be made available by Goverm-

on inviting owners of old manuscripts to get into tough with the Con-.
venor, and the records arranged to. be acquired as sucgested in parais
of the Circular letter referred to in 1. o

- ¥
|

CPS. from the period of the Carnatic

3/-8-15’9 9, : ‘ ment for consultation and study.

5. The suggestion of Mr.R. Subba Rao of Rajahmundry that members
‘ —578us may be requested to approach instltutions and persons in several |
M e ¥ .

districts for collection of records and that these records may be \
; preserved in district centres and utilised for public exhibition 1
pait % ~ and scholarly study.

6., The suggestion of the Rev,Father T.N, Siqueira, S.J. of a
acheme for organising the education of the peovle in apprediating
the value of documents scattered in unlikely places, as the pre-

. | , 2 ML TN R I i AL aration of the public for documentary research is more important
' | gn the present state of India than research itself,

7. Te suggestions of Dr.S,N, Sen, Director of the National
Archives of India, that our Reglonal Committee might help (1) in
reparing a National Reglster of Records, Manuscripts ete. and
2) suggest measuredfor the location and maintenance at a central
place for purposes of historical research of the records of 8tates
that have merged or are likely to merge in the Province,

8. The consideration of the General Instructions of the Indian
Historicel Records Commission for the guidance of thelr Regional
Records Survey Committees in paragraphs 3, 4 and 5 which will be
of help in canaliging the activities of the Committee.

LI €
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The Instructions are as follows:-

2. The need of public co-operation cannot be too much emphasised.
In co-opting new members the ad hoc Gommittees should try thelr best
to enlist the services of all influential sections of the Society. As
far as possible all interests should be represented on the Commi ttees
and every effort dhould be made to inspire public confidence, It will
defeat 1ts own purpose if the Committee is suspected to be an official
organisation or institution, political or'otherwise. Every means should
be taken to convince the ublic that the only object of the Committee
is to preserve for the future generations one of their rightful heri-
tages.Viz., the raw materials of Indian History.

4, This leads to snother importent question. Should the Committee
1imit its enquiriss to manuscript records only and if so, should non-
historical records be left out of the scope of the proposed survey, The
Secretary can offer his personal opiwbn only. The Committee in
the Gourse of its survey may come across lmportant historical materials
relating to periods with which the Indian "istorical Records Commission
is not primarily concerned. The Chairman of the Punjab Regional Sur-
vey Committee found that most of the manuscripts vnearthed by him were
of non-historical character, It will not be in thetbest interest of
the cowntry to ignore such manUSCI'iRtS and withhold the information
thus collected. All the finds should be cerefully catalogued and
steps should be tzken to bring them to the notice of the interested
acholars through learned journ=ls and official gublications, I+ the
finds happen to be of archaeological interest the discovery should at
once be communicated to the Director-General of ArcChaeology and it is
expected that hls department will simllarly co-operate with the Indian
Historical Records Commission,
country the maximum benefit from the survey and narrew interpretation
of its scope and function as far as possible be avoided,

5. While important manuscripts may be found in unsuspected
quarters the most likely places should be first tried. Religious
establishments, municipal offices, etc,, may have in their custody very

 important records attempts should be made to trace the present

ntatives of historical famili(tiles and descendants of persons
;ggrgigyeg any part however insignificant in shaping the history of
their country and it is not unlikely that among the family papers
will be found important political correspondence or other valuable
records. To the students of economic history papers belonging to
old banking families may be equally wseful,

- (True Copy)
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Briefly, care should be taken to give thef-'.

P Aawknan

cPS. " ASSTSTANT CURATOR,

97 =8-1949,
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INDIAN HISTORICAL RECORDS COMMI SSION,
Regional Records Survey Committee, |
© © ° MADRAS. : ‘

The first mesting of the Committee, constituted by the Govern-
. ment of Madras in their G,0.No.3383 (Education) dated 24th December
(/) 1948, was held in the office of the Director of Public Instruction,
\__ Madras, en,Thursday, the 2ist April 1949, at 11 A/M. vhen the
folloving bers of the Committee were present:

1. Professor C.S.Srinivasachari Cowwwser, Principal, Rajah Dorai-
singam Memorial College, Sivaganga.

2. Dr.B, S, Baliga, Curator, Madras Records Office, Chittoor.

3, Sri N.R,Benerjee, Agsistant Superintendent, Archaeological
Survey of India, Southem Circle, Madras (In the
lace of the Superintendent - Vide Government
lemo randum No, 20042-1 02 (Education) dated 19-4-49),

4, Sri T.M, Chinniah Pillal, President, Hindu Religious Endowments
Board, ‘Madras.

5. Professor’ V., R Ramachandra Dikshitar, University of Madras.

6. Professor R. Satysnatha Aiyar, Annamalai University.

7. The Rev, Father T.N.Siquelra, S.J. Professor, St. Joseph's
College, Trichinopoly. :

8, Sri P.V.Ramenujaswami, Director, Tirupati Sri Venksteswara

o Orlental Institute, Tirupati.

9, Sri R. Subba Rao, Secretary, Andhre Historical Research )
Society, Rajahmundry. ]

10, Dr.C.Kunhan Rgjah, Hony. Curator, Adyar Library, Adysr, Madras.

11, Sri T.P.Minakshisundaram Pillai, Correspondent, Chintadripet
High School, Chintadripet, Madras.,

12. Sri R, Bhaskaran, University of Madreas,

13. Sri S.Gopalsn, Hony., Secretary, T.M, S.SM. Library, Tanjore.

14, Sri T.Chandrasekharan, Curator, Bovernment Ori ental Manuscripts
Library, Madres,

Members Absent:

1. Dr.George Kuriyan Hony. Secretary, Indian Geographical
Society, Gopalapuram, Madras; ' and 7
2, Sri T.Balzkrishnan Nair, Professor of Indian History,
Presidency-Coliege, M=dras, ‘ ]
MINUTES:
The Convenor welcomed the Members of the Committee,

RESOLUTIONS:

1, The Members approved the definition of the purposes of the
Committee, as indicated in the Circular of the Convenor, dated
14th March 1949,

2, ACQUISITION OF RECORD MATERIAL: Suggestions of Dr.B, S.Baliga
regarding acquisition of records of istorical value in the custody
of instituti-ns such asg 0ld Commercial Flrms, Religious Institutiong
like Temples and Mutts, Mosques and Churches, Zamindars and other

blg 1andholders, the ways and meens of acquiring them and prese rVingzﬁ
them in a central place for reference:

In general it was suggested that the members be requested to
find out through personal inquiries in thelr aress, what records
may be svailable with,private persons etc,, and to comtact such

ersons, so that the Convenor may be enabled to acquire them or
sve them carefully preserved and duly catalogued or indexed,

With regard to the acquisition of records in possession of

Temples, Mutts ete.,, 1t was resolved to request the President
H.R E BRosrd to circularise tn order to find out iaany Tecords

of value are avallable with them, to arrange fo gather particulars of
their contents eand to help in their acquisition, if possible, It
was also suggested that in the case of temples under the management
At fne F{\i LlARE A0 1kt Grmacity ag Touaiean Af e lngiliutions
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them relating to their administration, menagement of temples
and temple lands ete, The President, H.R, E. Board kindly
offered to issue a circular to this effect and inform ¥he
Convenor of the Results,

Sri R, Subba Rao of Rajehmundry suggested that the Reja
Kandragula C. Jagenmath Rao Bashadur might be addressed,fér a
1list of old records of the 18th century in his e -
He a2lso added that the Rajah Szheb of Vizlanageram also might
be addressed,

Sri S.Gopalan suggested that in cases where the parties , |
were not for parting with the records, copies might be taken : |
and preserved in a central place, : i 3 :

3., It was suggested also that propeganda in the Press
might be carried on inviting owners of old records and manus—
cripts to get into touch with the Convenor, The Curator - v/
of the Govermment Oriental Manuscripts Library, Madras, - | /. kil
suggested that action in this respect similar to what his _ Y. =
Office has been taking, might be agdopted. The Curator was F:
requested to infomm the Convenor from time to time his -
collections of record material of a hisftorical character
which he might come across during his tours, ) ,“ '

The letter of the Curator, Government Oriental W] TRy
Manuscripts Libzary, Medras, No.Re.60/49 dated 5-3-49 LB
wad Tread snd it was resolved to adopt as far as ossible -
the methods recommended therein with regard to the :
co-ordination between the Curator and the Committee,

(
, I
4, Ags regards Professor V. R, Ramachandra Dikshiter's - v’
suggestion for the acquisition of the records of hlstorical )
value in the Pudukkottai Palace, the Curstor, of the Madras [
Records Office, pointed out that the state of Pudukkottal |
having been merged with the Province, all its records - ; , .
have become Covernment property and %hey would be preserved | P(’« (=3 o e ’
l

Red . R i~ Kt “@—é\ﬁf T 2 s,

in a central place. . ; 1
5., Sri R.Subba Rso's proposal that menbers be requested (HNM%*& V{- Edu ot ]

to approach institutions and persons in thelr respective areas »

for collection of records of Value, was ap;iaroved. It was No-F.qq _ ,q_/,_‘_q A9, .

olso suggested that the Rajah Saheb of Vizianagaram be requested ,, hes ' A%, dotadl 3

to supply a catalogue, which he is reported to have printed, | | s 9. .

of the manuscript and other record-material in his - Palace ete, e i & .

|

6. Suggestion of the Rev, Fr, T.N.Siquelra, S.J., to organise
a plan of educating the people to sppreciate the value of doctuments
scattered in unlikely places, as the preparation of the public
for documentary research is very important: Resolved to
request the Rev, Fr,T.N,Slqueira, 8§.J. to prepare a small
amphlet on the scheme which may be translated in several

ga,nguages and circulated,

w  Read suggestion of the Director of Aychives, New Delhi i ST SRl v
to help in the prepara-tion of a National Register of Documents o
and Manuscripts: Resolved to furnish information to the Director
of Archives as and when record-material is obtained.

8. Consideration of the General Ingtructions of the
|  Indian Historical Rgcords Commi ssion for the guldance of
| the Reglonal Comittees (Paras 3, 4 and 8). The

| {nstructions were read, 1t was resolved fo delete the
yord "Municipsl Orfices' in para 5, 2nd sentence and the
instructions contained in the above paras as Modified be

followed,

d X X X X X
(sd) XX OB
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i /"%B;-S.Baff’f 23\ Ph.D. (Lond. ), The Secretary to Government
& Curator, I Record Office, Education & public Health Dept.,
o [ RigEpodd | . Fort St. George, M ADR A & .
NG St A i b e s U S RNOR B T B
8 A No. 2-D.7/49-2, dated 22nd Oct ber 1949.
\e'-»’??ﬂ‘mo T 0.2382-D.7/ L October 1949
i Sub:~ Indian Historical Records Commission — Ag hoc -
Regional Records Survey Committee . Establi shment
) 70 of permanent Survey Committee by the Government
ya/ of Madras.

Government Memorandum No

R e

have received two copies of the M

.58342-02/49 ®man. a/ 7

% . emrandum cited sbove ang
one ol them appears to be meant for Professor sri C.8S. Srinivasachari
to whom the Memorandum is addressed. I may therefore kindly be in-
1I"lgrmeo't whether I may retum the cony which appears to be meant for

m. _
Yours falthfully,
4,41/
' b’:}/\*‘“ 1 »’r,iue”?
By SURATOR, "/

4d ~10-1949,

10-1949,
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- INDIAN HISTORICAL RECORDS COMMISSION | |
Regional Records Survey Committee @
MADRAS. -
' CONVENOR: - C/\/ Sjvaganga’
PROF C. S. SRINIVASACHARI. w. a. 268h Oct, 1949,
T
Prineipal,
. College, Sivaganga,
To |
The Secretary to Government Eduecation \ |
Public Health Departments, )l |
Fort 5t. George, /
Madras, p
i
(PRl o |
sir, ??'VB’\L -

Ref:~ Your Memorandum No, 58342 - C2/49-Education, dated |
7th October, 1949 - Calling for a report on the ;
activities which the previous Ad Hoc, Regional Survey
Committee for Madras appointed by the Indian Historiecal |
Records Commission in 1942-44 haq engared in@iand those [
activities that the permsnent Historieal Redords Survey
Committee, Madras, could not take up.

I enclose herewith a copy of the General Instructions (Appen-
dix-A) issued by the Indian Historical Records Commi ssion for the ;
guidance of the Regional Surve& Committees whose paragraphs 2432,4,85 |
the Committee tried to implement ss far as lay in its power. The
Government of Madras was often approached for help and on every 1
occasion responded with help and direetions given to the Board of [
Revenue to the President, Hindu Religious Endowments Board and the ;

Curator, Madras,Record Office, [

$dxiﬁ‘ﬁwJ%‘M¢- (Vide Covernment's Letters from No. M.S. 1201-Education dated

7th September, 1943 to that dated 22th October, 1048) \

1 The help, I have received from the Government, from the Hindu |

Relipgtous Endowments Board, the Board of Fevenue, and the Curator é
of the Madras Record Office from time to time during the years

H 1944-48 has been acknowledged in my reports on the working of the

Regional Survey Committee for Madras; and copies (Arpendix-B) of

L the last two reports submitted are enclosed herewith for your perusal, |

as indicating the scope of activities undertaken by the Ad-Hoe
v : '
Committee, ‘é '
Another aectivity on which the Ad Hoe Committee was engaged,
was the help given in the publicity activities of the Indian Histo-

rical Records Commission through the A11 India Eaﬁio, in order tgo

create and develep and foster in the publie = consciousness for the
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§ that they be instructed to concentrate on the work of N

Regional Records Survey Committee 1 l
MADRAS. 5

CONVENOR : Sivé‘ganga 9
26th Oct, 1949,
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|

value of thesrecords and of their preservation.

The Indian Historicsl Records Commission in its meeting of
March']947, recommended that the "Regional Survey Committees in -

the Provinces and States, render active help in the compilation

of a National Register of Records and Historical Manu ipts," and

compilation |

- of the materials for the Register to the exclusion oftall other items |

of work they may have taken up or intend to take up in the near
future". Various directions were also given to tthe Ad Hoec Committees |

to enter the information collected in the form approved by the

Comnmittee,

The Convenors of the various Committees were asked to submit,
and duly submitted, in May, 1948, a detailed programme of work =s
regards the Survey of and prepsration of a Natlonal Register with

estimates of probable expenditure for five years,

It is this and the letter of the Director of Archives, New Delhi |
of 21/3/1949, suggesting that "the resources of all Survey Committees
should bé directed towards the preparstion of a National Regigster", |
that made me include as item 7 in the Agenda of the First Meeting
of 21/4/1949, a sugrestion that our Regional Committee might help
in prepering a National Fegister of Records. The Committee consi-
dered the suppestion of the Director of National ATchives as to the

e

preparét(on of Bational Register and resolved "to furnish information

to the Director of Archives as and when record meterial is obtained."

S Sy AT T e R R A W\ 2 SO

Conseguently, I brought the above-noted resnlﬁtion to the atten-
tion of the meeting of the Research and Publication Committee of the
Tndian Historical Records Commission held at New Delhi on 2/5/1949
that their full programme with regard to-their compilation of theilr

National Feg*stpr)as planneﬁ)ooUTH not be fully implemented by the

Madrae Committee and therefore requested them to consider whether the |
\
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: % Regional Records Survey Committee \1\7 f
MADRAS. : i
CONVENOR Sivaganga,
PROF C. S. SRINIVASACHARL. M. A. 5 26th Oct. 1949,
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activities essential for the compilation of the Netional Register

could not be undertsken by some body created by them,

Tn my opinion, it is not possible, with the resources at the
disposal of the Madras Regional Survey Committee, to implement all
the items of work on the compllation of the National Register as
contemplated by the Indian Historical Records Commission. i

shall being the subject sgain before the Historical Records Survey

Committee at its forthcoming meeting.

Yours faithfully,

Wwd“bx'w

i S ot

Convenor,
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o Regional Records Survey Committee ff& ‘\\
| MADRAS. 0/ o) cr—
“ CONVENOR : ‘ { Sivaganga 9
PROF C.S. SRINIVASACHARI. M. a. M 12th January,50.
: NI ; . L7 ks
To i

i 'Tbe Secretary To the Government,
T‘“ducatlon and Public Health Department ‘
ort St. George, | 7

Your letter No. 58342-442, Educatd on dated 9th Deé.49.

.}(«{9/ I shall bring up the subject at the forthcomﬂng April Meeting

of the Historical Records Survey Committee,

ours faithful ly

o
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Subject Indian Historical Records, Gommission - <\
Ad- hoc Regional Records Survey Commi%tee - Esta- B
blishment of permanent Survey Commi btee by the q

Madras Government.

B §
|

From the Government of India, Ministry of Education,
No.F. 92-14/49 AleiCiets dated 29th July 1949,

-cm,.,.m -\ Lm —Ag-1 Y o0 ?/
At the 1nstance of the Government 0f India, this

Government set up a Regional Survey Committee composed
of persons and representatives of institutions interest:

ed in the subject for a period of three years‘at the

outset. The Government of India state that this Cometz
tee replaces the ad hoc Committee set ﬁp by the Indian
 Historical Records Commission in 1943 and it was report:
ed by the Convenor of the Regional Records Committee,
Madras,.that this Committee was not inclined to take
over all the items of the activities which the ad hoc
Commitﬁee.was engaged in. They therefore observe that
as the Indian Historical Records éommission ie-acting
as the Co=-ordinating Agency Bewcen the various Regiondl
Comﬁittees, and as the programme already adopted has sty
been arrived at after carefulvconsideration, they 3
consider it desirable that the Provincial Regional .i
Committee should continue the programme hither/ifollowed
by the Ad Hoc Committee in its entirety, They request
that necessary instructions may be issued by the Proizhi
.clal Government to their Committee to co-operate with
the Indian Historical Records Cemmission in the matter.
2. The Curator, Madras Record Office reports that
the only items the Regional Records Survey Committee
Madras, dfid not completely agree are with regard to
items 7 and 8 of the agenda on p. 9 c¢.f. The reasons
for this attitude has been explained by the Curator

as follows:

Item 7: The first part of this related to a
suggestion of ,.Dr. Sen, the Director of Archives,
National Archives of India, that the Committee
might help in preparing a National Register of
Records, manuseripts, ete. The preparation of
this Register involves the examination of the
records in almost all the offices in the Province
big and small; official, semi official and none

)
offieial. The details of the scheme will be found
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T TP
e " : : - s to implement all the items of work on the compilation\
E ) in the letter of the Government of India, No,F, IR/ =32l e i . as contemplated '
: 92-34/48 E.I, dated 9-8-48 which was rerbroed /o = : of the National Register/by the Indian Historical [
i to me with .endorsement No, 61104-1 C2 Edn. dated 2112 et | 1 ' : L ;
| 13-9-48, 1In my letter No, 2187-DVII/48-2,_' dated| ° § g AT j § Records Commission, He states tﬁlat he will bring the}?

28-9-1949 sent in reply to this endorsement, I “_ R /s Tavod “] . B
a1osoouoc, that the scheme might be adopted.’ I = ™ & [15 v | subject again before the Indian Historical Records
also pointed out that a special paid staff would M ‘ : : :

be hecessary to attend to the work connected A | Survey Committee at its fortheomlng session.,

|

< b o e AT

°

with the scheme, The Govt. however in ‘their Memo ‘ _ : S s ‘,
No. 61104/48-2 C2 Edn., dated 25-1-1949 decfded } R [aq 2% A | In view of this no reply to the Government of |
that it was unnecessary to adopt the scheme, They BN oYY B ; ! : ;
considered that "it would be an inexcusable waste India seems called for at present. -On receipt of a 1
4; of time and energy to endeavour to compile a . ' ! |
i register for All-India in which the records of further report from the Convenor, the Government of &
: these small local bodies and of the subordinate U ‘ : : : . ;
t 2 Government offices all over India should be Indka may be replied to. A copy of the Conveher's |
t 7 listed up"., They also considered that, as the : N l
U permanent Committee had been set up with the ides letter may be sent, A- . w*ﬂ'w . E
\F of having valuable records in private custody B - ) : i
’ 1 \ traced and provision for their preservation made, L~ 7/\'\'~‘=/‘- ‘ f
= it was not desirable that it should be diverted '- : : . : : J
'. ’ fromig':he wgik and a;s:kedf tottake up the work gf S T Jjb B vwoy ke aped K. : i
i | compiling € register in the manner proposed, A : ; / S S < =t 'fvw"« '
; copy of the Memorandum was communicated to the gt ' 3 |"’V( i3 YWy R, O S l"‘”"“" A 1—
| Convenor by the Government with theirp letter No., s":\(, A EL/ L SN oty Aot B G- P oy
9012-1 C2 Edn., dated 3-3-1949, LS [i” > t\‘, : : bodechs Lo Sofered b "oh,)_ ol 1
In regard to the second part of item 7, viz. / ' . Rataiat i 2
the measures to be taken for the centralisation : by ¢ R Crvenawr A K R‘—M"”"‘"‘r
and proper preservation of the records of merged V. “ ‘1,,«- . : Coenrihie ) Madris, Wao S alyy o Mj_
states, although nothing is mentioned in the : T HMM’:‘?R) L € = ol
Minutes, I pf@jﬁted out that the records of the : 2 ' . W : 7 s """'\"""“m»,
merged statefg-_;would be ;c_reated as Government records i ’ i M""” s /(M-<| M i Ao g &
and looked after properly and the Committee agreed _ ; s AR
with me, ' ' : I R ek verhg AT Rdete . Reendds .
Item 8: This item related to the general ins- o i ad Newr Bl a\ﬁ_ ;
tructions issued by the Indian Historical Records i T ol sl ‘ —_— I
Commission for the guidance of the Regional Records b-121§ < B
. Survey Committees. The instructions will be found i
in paras 3, 4 and 5 appended to this item, The Q}') v (A_‘ N RS @
Committee made only a small change in these instructionsg™ lwﬂ . : |
and resolved to follow them in all other respects, " ;
(Please see para 8 of the Minutes), The change A v ; £7
made by the Committee consisted in GEaxing deleting | T + 2 et
the words "Municipal Couneilg" in para 5 of the ST Vv (i};}) ‘ : 12 e
’ Instructions and it was made because the records ‘ e |
3 of Muniecipal Offices do not come under the description”‘“'%;) : ‘
b of records in private custody. It was felt that ~ s R e
these recoidg come ;rith%ilithe scose of the National _ 1 ’SW M e
ster, being seml publie records, and that the - - 5 ‘ Sf 59 09, : , Sy
ggggxitteé ought to confine its acti\’fities only to ' ‘ Cﬁﬂ Y3 Ce N e, & ATy Y e

2 C, o M .
Wi |
sxd) ~

the unearthing of private manuseripts and records

and their preservation, publication ete, ~P| | r\\m Uﬂ~
J! ! |
The Curator however wanted, before sending a reply !\ & '%/ . %

{ | ‘
to speeify what are the activities whieh the Ad Hoe | s ’1 | Yo Pt
! | 2 8 L A6 2 ” -
. 1ttee was engaged in and which of these activities ‘ i Y. 29~ { 4i T {&—ead ol J.Qm)'btm No Py :
Comm = . i WE
; T

to the Governmeﬁt of India that the Convenor may be asked

e S . &., q—‘a,_h_?4
['I - oSN TR P s & . No- ‘383'-'«*9"‘:5(“7' = A
the present Committee is not imelined to take up, |-} 5 oot e G s gdlm
e 8 . | e
Sg‘n“ s v, A ety i 7 ] =l N N
c vg‘“ﬁor ciggs gsked to fu’i')nish this information A t% | : R %o el 5
The Con o MWW‘J | \'\;,n 3, *~{’, (Vc“;g id . Ne: TG EW \Y : T
The @onvenor in his reply referi/\to the preparation of H i A A cawaﬁ:.ow&!\w,% Pl
5 e X " s ¥ 4, S Q._/ f
National Register of Records as one of the duties of the ‘ V

\ B e ”""v’ SR
e s P B ‘“1%-“? A
"'L"Qu‘- “”Qﬁf}zlﬁ} (\ i A ¥ 3 % “W B
4.8 Srtansohaelal Y™ foge AT T e

: ‘-—.. %2 A T f== L“ﬁ"-;—ﬂﬁ— b = o Q. w: =4
iy 7 ’ g =

% .. digposal of the Madras Regional Survey Committee

i c
Ad Hoe Committee since discontinued., The Convenor says ,

£
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COMMITTEES.

The Secretary has been asked by the Research and Publication

Committee to indicate the general pollcv which the ad. hog Committees,
apnointed bv the Tndian Historical Pecords Commission at its Aligarh

session should keep in view in condueting the regional suryey in
their'respective aress, Conditions widely differ-in'différent

Provineces and States and it s well high rossible to frame.an

‘exbaustive set o* rules tn cover all possible cases. On1v one

Provﬁnce has so far anpointed a regional survey committee. The

PTOVincial Governments were naturally anxious to see the war
“through 2nd disinelined to divert their energy to purely academic

.objectives not 1likely to further war efforts. Owing to the conti-

nuance of the abnormal conditibns brought about by the~war itvhas

" not yet been possible for them to set up regionalocommittees of

their own. They have however agreed to 1end their support to
private or non-offiecial enterprjse organised by the members of the
Tndian Historical Records Commission. But it will not be wise

to forget that the Commission is not at present in possession of

‘deteiled information 2bout the 1oca11ties where-the ad hoe

| Committees are to operate and such suppestions as the Secretary may

offer must be tentative.

2. The first difficulty with which the Committees will be

confronted is the general ignorance about the velue of o0ld records .

and a certain amount of suspicion ofi the part of the owners. The

Committees will have to educaste publie opinion and remove the

general susprion, if any, about the purpose of the survey, A
uniform system of propaganda may not ﬁrove successful in every
case, Thereas one owner may vield to official persusfion snother
may react very differently to eveh 1nd1rec£ approach ffom of ficial
quarters, TIndividual cases must therefore be laft to the dis-

eretion of the members of the Committee but s systematie propa-

ganda for creatine public interest in old records and their pres

¥ _ ; :
servation may very well be carried through newspapers, pbpular

magazines, radio and public meetings, University teachers nay

T S s

-

S



iasm of students anﬂ<théﬁsufvey*”'ju

.......

multaneously started in'widely separated arsas threugh

heir agency)part*cu1arly when Unlversity students dlsperse fcr

Bvery effort should be made to utllise the

can be si

the long vacation.

local enthusiasts. | P , kil

services of

3 The need of public co-operation cannot be too mach emphe-Vd

members the ad hoc Committees: should

sised. In co-opting new

try their best to enlist the serl
As:far as possible 211 interests should be Ie:.sr,g”

of the‘society.

t should be made to

e Committees ond wwery effor

snspire public confidence T+ will defeat its .own purpose aty the

Committee is. suspected to be an officisl orgsnisation nor will |

t to be closely sssocisted with any paniti=" ey
: iy o ()

presented on th

: it be wise to allow s

cular organisation or institution, political or otherwﬁse. Every

ould be taken %o convinee the public that the only object sy

‘means sh
serve for the future generations one of 4|
1

of the Committee is to pre

the raw materials of Indian hiStOTY&*p

;f}

their rightful heritages, viZ.

2, This leads to another important’ question. Should the
Committee 1imit its enquiries to manuseript records only and if eo;ﬁy
¥ ,.‘n.‘ |
should non-historical records be left out of the scope of the i
-’?tw

| gl ‘ : :
proposed survey, The Secretary can offer his personal opinion

only. The Committee in the course of its survey may come across

fmportant historical materisls relatine to-periods wjtb‘wbicn the |

1 Records Commission is not primarily,conGETned.

y Committee found that

Tndisn Historice

The Fhairman of the Punjab Regional Surve

" most of the manuseripts unearthed by him were og‘non-historical

Cheracter. Tt will not be in the best 1nterest of the country

s and whthhold the information thus :

¥

to ignore suech manuscript
A1l the finds should be carefully catalogued and o

oollected.
he notice of *% interested

hould be taken to bring them Lol B

steps s
nals and offieial publicetions. ¥ & 453

: gcholars through learned jour

the finds happen to be of archﬁelogicel i{nterast the discovery

should at once be oommunfcated to the Director-Ceneral of Archaec-

logy and it 1is expected that his department will simitarly co=

erate with the Indian Fistor! teal Records Commisglon, Briefly,




B y : z

 care should be taken to give the country the maximum"behéfiilffdmwjjv
the .survey and narrow interpretation of its scope and functinh‘

should as far ss possible be avoided.

5. While important menuseripts may be found in unsuspectaaf
quarters the most 1likely places should be first tried. Beiigibus.

establishments, manicipal offices, etc.,, may have in their custody
/

very important records.  Attempts should be made tb~traeé the
present representatives'of historicallfamiliés and descenéanté

of persons who_played any part)howeveg ingignificanﬁ)in shaping ﬁhe
history of their country}and 1t is not unlikely thet among the
family papers will be found important political correspondence

or other valuable records. To the studenté of econoﬁic history

papers belonging to old banking families may be equally ﬁsefﬁl.

6. It is very likely that the Committees will find the manus-
cripts discovered by them in an advaneed state of decay. Efforts

should be made to secure the consent of the owner for their repailr

and transbription whenever the necessary funds and facilities are ;;p

available. In any case an exhaustive peport of the year's work
' 1
ikl

. should be placed before the annual meeting of the Indﬁan‘Historicai‘

Records Commission. The Committee may entrust this duty to Its ' ¥

Chairman or appoint a sub-committee for this purpose, but the P

following info:matioh is likely to be useful:=-- bl
(1) Tocation (yiz., Madres, Bombay, ete., Districts, Towns
Haates) s ‘

(11) Buildines;

(1i1) Dates from whieh the records are availables;

(iv)  Ceneral subjects;

(v) Number of volumes or bundles of boxes, stc,;

(vi) ' State of preservation; "y

(vii) TWhether the owner is agreeable to part with his '
collection under certain conditionss I1f not,
whether free services for the preservation of

documents will be acceptable to the owner on condi-
tion that copies will be made available to the

publies
(vi1i) Whether check~11st available,
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j rt‘Bn the Wbrking of the Madras Regiona

‘fhe years 1946-19477

'#i ‘W i L o : b W _f, ol T__”_ £ | . 'f‘ In 1945, according to resolution V of. the Research and Publica-
?ﬂi T T SN ) Sl | 8k 7T o R ' _% tions Committee of the Indian Historical Records Commissien passed at . |
e R S es e et il f X ‘. R e R , ' $ts third meeting held at Aligarh and subsequently approved by the Com— 'Ti
. | . L« 0 P g AR j B mission an ad hoc Regional Survey Committee consisting of all gredes ;f.
. ' ' ‘ A% ; Ll ) J”QA';i ' of the members of the Comm@ss1on reSﬂd*ng in the ares concerned, and ﬁ}J
‘ of other members co-opted by them was formed. The pe ISQQQQL of the FA:
w’ ' fyll Committee was duly completed and communicated to the Sécn@tary, & éﬁ

Indian Historical Records .Commission. The Genersl Instructions issuéd ol

}

for the guidance of the Eeglonal Survey Committees were followed. ¥ 'Ff

N
The Government of Madras, in the Education and Public Hezlth Bé-

parfment, was requested in November 1948 to accord facilities for the

members 1n brineing to light records in private custody, through the ™

help of District and other officials, of the Zamin Offices, of Temple L

r' | ) : ‘ |  : TN authorities snd of the Hindu Religions Endowments Bosrd. In.December
1045 the Secretary to the Government of Msdras called for reports from f'”

‘the President, Hindu Religious Endowments Board and the Board of RevenueI e

e
o
X

about the progress made 10 the clsssification, indexing, and preservetion

of o0ld records of historical value in the custody of temples and mutts ff‘g

and zamins respertivelv' Further, Government called for a report

e T
"

= i —
i

from the Collector of Tinnevelly (Tirunelveli) about ‘the nature and

et R
s )

value of the records in the possession of one Sankara Sastri of Sankara-

- ‘ Az nainarkoils but it is regretted that the attempt made to get at these

Ly » CAMERRaE  ( records has not been fruitfvl, and enquiry showeﬁ, that an athempt Sh9“15 P

i : _
: ' Ry | be made to look into a large number of palmgleaf manuseripts in Sanskrit,

Grantha and Dewansgari charscters, by persons authorised by Government

! td have access to them, in the presence of 6ri. S. Anantanarayana Alyar,

i

;
i
:
\.

j ; son of Mr, Sankara'Sastri.

- A report from the President, Hindu Rellglous Endowments Boards, Mad=
‘ A rag, made in March 1046 snformed the Convenor that information called

for from all the importnnt temples and Zamins has been received only

from 22 institutions, Thus the Ramnad Semasthenem has Auly preserved
i an index of its records and the 95 corper plates of historicsl yalue

' ! ma =\ 2 5 3
erymel Temple ot Tirnchiral

i tnelr NOS8eseloN, The Saranatha refumnal




A

(Tanjore Dist.) is in possession of stone 1nscr’tptwons. The Kamakoti
Pitam of Sri Sankaracharya Swaml bave 10 corper plates, have classified
the records 2nd sent them‘;or printing with an Bnglish translation, .
The temple ins the Sivaganga 7amin state that they do not hsve records
of historieal vslue; and copies of their Stalapuranas are preserved in

e ZamintHead O£fico.

The Madras Government Pave sssured the Committee that the Hindu
EeligiousyEndowments Board hasAbeen bestowing great care on the pre-
servction; classification and indexing of o018 records of historical
valne in the archives of the Temples and Zamin Officess and the
Tnspecting Officers of the Board have been circulsrised to see that these
snstructions are carefully cerried out. An attempt was made successfull
to preserve from destruction a good collection of manuscripts in Modi,
Marathi; Telugu and Tamil seripts of the days of. the last Raja of Tanjore
stored in the 0ld Sar-i-Khel Office in the Tanjore Palace and messukees
will be taken for their examination. In this conneotion Vr, J.M. Soma =
suncaram, formpr Exeoutlve Officer of the Tanjore Temple and Mr. 8. Gopa-
Yan, Hony. Secretary, Tanjore Maharajah Sarfoji Ssraswathi Mshal Library,

Tanjore an? the Collector of Tanjore are entitled to our gratitude.

The President, Hindu Religious Endowménts'Board further. reportsd
that copies of inseriptions of the Nelliyappar Temple, Tinnevelly and
the Brahmapureeswsrar Temple in Nannilam Tsluk, Tanjore District, have
been sent to the Archseological Dersrtment., Further, similar actien
was reported in 1946 to have been taken in five temnlee including the
two important ones of the ayi Renganathaswami Devasthanam, Srirsngam,

{

and the Kallapirsn Temple .+ Spriveikuntam, Tinnevelly Distriet,

The Board of Revenue reference dated 22/10/46 and CommuniCQted by
Government on 6/12/46 is very gratifying, as 1t embodies a statement
chowing the progress made in their respective districts by the Collecto!
in the matter of the classification, inﬁexjng and preservation of pld
records of historical value in the archives of the Frinelpal Zemins.,
Copies of the statement snhd of the points raised by the Collectors of
Tinnevelly and Nellore in their recyect*VG letters havs 2150 been sent

to the Secretary, Tndisn Historica W Records Commission, The statemen
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refers to the districts of North Arcot, Kistna, Hels b G oAyt Sélem,"'

" Tenjore, "Pinnevelly, Madura, Guntur, Vizagapatam, Trichinopoly, Ramnad,?j
. . A0 ‘@ % : TR i "'1"‘ Chlnglep\lt Coimbatore, East Godavari and South Arcot, and the fallmung b -
gfﬁgz; LISHRAS el 1 S B I i T iy o Zamin Offices have reported the preservation and 1isting and. in some
| ‘l‘l."- v 2 ‘ ' : : e | ' ! ) -
Sl e 1t bt s i By ' : P b L T e , Wil - pleces: Class“fylng and indexing of their respective records-\ N
i s 2 I*"' 351"‘,
! _;_ A "'."\ » Dt ° f : : , 1
I..‘::I\.. 'l . | Ll .-._‘, g » < : : : 'y "1‘ v
M 5 S - b 5 | i 1. Kistnas South Vallur, Devarakotta, Sooravaram
j il ‘ < ‘ A ' ' i ‘ Munagala, MuktivaWa, and Linesgiri. ' 5
. 0 - i T ¥ i ! A i P i ! o I
| ‘ Ay 2. Tlnnevelly:. U'thumalai, Sivagiri, Ettyapuram and Athangarala.
| T > i g e Bl . _ ’ i § : I R
ldifi‘ e i 8. Viragapatam: Rurupam, Virianagaram, Bobbili end SeluT..
. B! , ; : o ' 1 e = 'TT1Chin°p9]—Y' Marungapuri and Kedavur. .
‘Hﬁﬂﬁ | ' WF e Ee g adnt, Sivaganga Ramnad and Seitvr also SriﬁVaWGvanatha o
S : | : oA : L T R AR 3 : emple st Srivilliputtur.
B \ b : o iy ' ' i &

Chingleput Dt:The records of the estateﬁ%belcnging to the ng:ggti ;
MY Devasthanam and the Wanspathi Bstate are piis nd ke
in the head offiges Tespectively at Tirupst. BEE
Wanapavthi in Hyderabad, The records of o S th@"“
Viraraghavaswami Temple at Lurnyeldons, Sl belengs
head of bhe Ahobilamatam to which the ftemple 1 fe
Those of the Sivs Temple et Pirupschehur 2ip e ak@§@%
the Trustees. The authorities of the iii s %:mglb &
swami Temple at Sriperumbudur and theT wg s ;N‘i
at Tirumoshie are being cared for. hagr: Vedagir”n;~
§r1 Kondaswami Temple at Piruporur, the t bhaswhmiE
wami Tpmple ot Tirukaqhukundram Bnd Boova 2 ] Ba s ‘.¥,~rrl
Devasthanam have been nsked %0 preserve wed
their records.

:I I'F_u" i
i e Huzur Officer Venkatagiri Samasthanam,'Venkatapiri agsuTes uséé

i uld repa ‘
o oot TR o that no record of importance has been destroyed i i iy g "j

2 1ist of important selected dpouments in dme course.

The officers of the Tirumalai Tirupeti Devasthanam and of thg‘

of Yedffkj
zamins Of Bangarupalavgdtnd Pul-‘ *Cherlapﬂlay?m and the temples ! .'

by I
‘ang 8% Paradaramt have 911 besn ureed to preserve and classify & |
T8009S, | Thess are 11 situsted in the Chittore District,

ar-
Tﬁe G°Vernmant of Madras in their G.0., deted the 20th February

mhaﬁ‘§i~ﬁg
hava i kindly aTrnnBed that instructioms ve 555“9d o ﬁ;rigﬁ-
,ﬁngéharge of the Zamin mxfaeag o efamina the 11355 glxaq&? pre artént
"“%7 them ond ¢ @ra@are frosh 1iste of the. records. gearne with 1o

bS .‘lA.

eveﬁts im the histery of these zaminS, tbgir relations witb the Newa i
" i
o the Cotnatie 8nd the Bagt Tndia Company and suenegsion is 1ts©

DESRETE a0 Teduested by the Commibtee, G overnment requested the

he Collectors
Board of HKevenue to Yacue the necesssTy spatruction to

Loy b e i
o : el 4 =S o W A
ol L A b R o e R AT

e k. ]
AL
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and obtain and.fprward to them a consolidaged list for transmission
to the Committee; The Curator, Madrzs Reecond Office and the Board
of Revenue havé recommended that the 1listing of records of réligious
establishments, temples, mosques and charitable institutions and family
papers should be undertsken not by the persons in charge of those insti-
tutions but by members of the Regional Survey Eommittees. Government
agreeing with these regommendations -their orders are early expected in

the matter. ; JE

Owing to the paucity of resources and to mynhaving to work 1argely
' ; .

bym myself, I have been able to collect only the following items of

record materials

1. A Tamil Life of Sivaji,

o, Some family and official papers of the
 Tahisal (Tanksal I.E. Mint Masters) of
the Tanjore Maratha Raj, and a few of

' . their Sanads. ’

3. The family papers of the Christian Covrtiers
of Pondicherry from the time of Lazare Deé Motta, the Dubash
of Francois Martin, the Founder and First Governor of Pondi-
cherry, Andre Muthayappa, his sucecssor and of Pedro Kanakaroya
Mudaliyar, the rivel snd contemporary of the well-known Diaris®
Ananda Ranga Pillai,

4. Two Tamil manuscripts concerning the History of the Carnatic
in the 1°th century preserved in the Archives of Paris, and
being copies of manuscript accounts of the Chronicler pfxmwx
Narayana Kone who wrote in the first decads of the 19th century
and whose history is among the Meckenzie Collection of papers.

An attempt at the discovery and scquisition of other family papers

of fmportance has been recently made.

Reports as to the 2ctitities of the Committee were mede to the

Secretary, Tndian Historicsl Reecords Commission from time to time.

Arrangements have got to be made for the reconstitufion of the
personnel ofs co-opted members in addition to the members of the Commission

in the several grades. An &suthorised 1ist of the regular members of the

several grades is aweited,

N

~ The Madras Government, in their letter Ref, No, 33-02-47-1 Eduen-
tion deted 13/5/47 asked me for a rough estimate of the ecosts invhlved

in the propossl for setiing up a Permanent Repgional Committee ¥

Province by the Provineisl Government, for an examinetion of
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ments involved and T submitted to them on 17/5/4%7 an outline of the

activities of our Regional Survey Committee 2nd the allowances made

t el alied :
O
\ PRGUREIN £
\ Sivaganga, 1 Convenor ,
: X ' Madras Regional Survey
“ Dated 19th June, 1948, [ ' Committee,

e Pl
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In continuation of my report submitted for the years 1946-‘&;47

A

In June 7948, T have pleasure in submitting the fellowing Pepqrt fﬁﬁkuk

Ak | i ,;f n.J : bt : HI"‘ I
’ e i = On,the work of Ad-hoc Regional Survey Commlttee-ﬁﬁr-Madras,, B '15%@5
B b e e (1) The tenure of the members of the Vadras Regional SUTV§Y R |
¥ Pl ] 1y

| -‘ ’ H.“_A
=X m_‘d@ ' Committee constituted in August-September 1944, 2nd ianebmuary ﬂi.*w

1945 came to an end after the close of the Triennium 1945-48 ,ﬁ&ﬂa"s"

i Tisty of the members were duly communicated to you in ny lettars datgﬂw
AR - RGN

‘ 31st August, 1944 and 4th Februsry 1945, In view of the fect tngt..ﬁ;

4ni.~m»~ ,;,u‘JﬂRQ;; e i ) S
‘} 11\ ‘ " ] ]

e the Madras Covernment had in the veaq'1947-48 in their oontemplatjﬁ%‘f

\
b 1 e i

R i Y

the constitution pftig permanent Record Committee for the Provinne”“:

the existing members were requested to cont:nue kindly in office feﬁmm_

A the time being.

(2) In addition to the measures undertaken and progress made, ”t

. reported in my report on the Working of the Committee for 1946-47,

(I
‘T have to mention the foTlow*ng among the activities of the Madras

Committee, (a) Broadcasting over the 211 India Radio at Trichinop‘

and at Madras on the subject of the proposed compils tion of the

Netional Repister by the following persons.  There were three talks ]

at Trichinopoly. (1) Sunday 7th November 1948, on the Value of

- Historical Eecords, by ¥r, C.8. Srinivasachari, (2) Sunday 28th No

mber 1948, Preservation of Historical Records by Mr, 8. Gopalan, a p w}.

f.l”~ member of the Commission, () Sunday 12th December 1948, Organisa

. of Archives, by Nr, V, Vridhagirisan. At Madras six talke were

; f.scheduled of which two, which were in English, were delchred by ig}%
| M cus, Srinivasachari on 28th November on "The Compilation of the
National Register of Activities", and by Dr. P, C. Alezander, M.A.D.
Litt-, on 19th Deoember ]948 on the Value of Historical Survey. B
The two Tamil Pa00cs | whoer givnt lon The GOLh Thstask and. on.the 318t ‘!ﬁ.
‘December by Prof. V, Venkataraman and by mr DD, Krishnaswami of tﬁ;
Archaeolopical B‘Dartment,_ The two Telugu Talksvvnrc delivered by

¥r, M.S. Sarma and by Dr. M, Rama Rso' of Cundur on the 17th and 24th

December respectively,

There wag no Radio Publicity Programme undertsken in the guarter

i) s tenan {?
Ugs' YH e “‘l’r"(’)m Jﬁ,'ﬂuaT"V tD ‘rﬂ.\ (‘Yl "\‘A‘R\&
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17 letters in each line, and submitted in a bound volume along, with

‘possessions are now involved, leading to restriction of free movement
" into and out of Pondicherry, should end by the likely absorption
of Pondicherry into the Indian Dominion.

(3) A careful transcripti%n in legible and modern Tamil of the'

manuseript material secured from M. Gnans Disgou Ludalﬁar of Pondi-

cherry, was made of 145, folio pages, 30 lines to a page and about

the original manuscfipt material to the Director of the National

Archivés.

The Translation into English of ‘the Tam11 vercion, with notes
of the manuscripts was begun and will be continued after the receipt

of the Transcription copy from the Mational Archives.

Further attempt was made to secure more manuscripts from lr, Muds-
liar, illustrative of the fortunes of the Christisn Courtiers of
Pondicherry, and it is hoped that some of value material may be

secured from hb@bsoon after the imbroglio in which the French Indisn

A number of papers including certasin genealogieal lists, firmanér
of appointments ete. were secured from the family of Tanksal Jannappa
Pandits and deposited with S.M.S.S. Library, Tonjore for favour of its |
valuation for purpose of acquisition for the National Archives, The

report is awaited.

A

An account of the VMargkkayers and of their meritime activities

has been promised by M.C. Muhammad All Marekkayar member of the
Ad=ho¢ Committee, |

(4) T have to report as follows. The Madres Covernmeng G.0.

Miscellaneous No, 325, Fducation dated 28th February 1948, communiested l

to me that Government have requested the Bosrd of Revenue to issue

¥
| AN L
L]

necessary instructions with the Collectors of Distriets so that thke .
1stter might issue in their turn to persons in charge of the Zamin
offices to examine the 1ists already prepageﬁ by them sud to prepare i

revised fresh lists of the records concerning impertant events in the ‘g

‘Hi.StOT.V of their respective Zamins, in their relations with the I\fawab's \

. ] , [ ] 2 ¢
of the Carnatic and the Tast India Company and the suceession lists



2"

T L il

of the Zamindars. Phe action of the Zamin offices, natuarslly
slow at 211 times has been reduced to the lowest minimum by the
iegislation for the abolition of the Zamin estates and their imple-

menting .

Covernment have also addressed the Curator of the Maires Record
Off.oe and the Bosrd of Reévenue as regards the 1lsting of the records
of religious estﬁb1~sbwents, temples, mosques and charitable organisa-
tions. These authorities consider that the listing of such records
should not be entpusted to the persons in charge of these 1nst*tut10ns,
since they are not generzlly competent tog‘iﬁo such work, (ViBe.G.O.
Mic .No. 325 Education dated 20th Febrpary 1948)., They recommend how-
cver that this work should be undertaken by the members of the Ad-Hoe
Regional Survey Committee., It was not_possible for the members to do

<o on account of paucity of funds and lack of power of approach to these

snstitutions. Government have agnln afdresced the Bozrd of Rﬂvenue

to take action in the above matters.

The Dewan of the H.H. the Prince of Arcot has also been addressed
+o furnish a list of historical menuseripts of valne in the possession
of the Arcot Family and a calendar of their donations to religious in-

stitutions during the period of thelr active rule in the c ountry 1744-

1855,

ihe formation of the Madras Regional Survey Committee by the
Nadras Government by G.0. Mis. No. 2303 Educétion dated 24/12/1948

was duly communic;ted +o the Director of Archives & Secretary to the

T.H.E. Commission in my letter dated 12/1/1949.

S
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