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Y ‘With reference to my grOposaL to aecanire
o - gOMS VArY -valvable wood carvings from two templc ears in the
LAD PR ped distriet, T have the hononr to furnish below fnll
Setails vegerding the eharges to be inenrred for dismantling
refitting them here in the Mmsenm, MmO M

o dni 2, ' 'The ears belong to the two temples at
Rajasingamsngalam and Thirnvadanai whieh are managed by the
Rajah of Ramnad, The guestion of gequiring the ears was
nnder consideration from 1946 and the Raja of Ranmmd has noy
presented them with the approval of the Hindn Religions
Endowment Boasrd, The earvings are of exgnisite workmsnship
and are mesigned to the 18th centnry. They represent g
distinctive type of wood carvings whie¢h sre not available for
the & f@ﬂin,any\igstltntlon. The carvings themselves gre
bis v prodnets/df g partienlar school of Art of that loeglity
* Bponsely whieh ig™ - repressnted in onr colleetion,

% I have to point ont in this connection that
Scuth Indian wood earvings definitely form an important brgneh
of Sowth Indian Art, just like the Sowth Indian Bronzes,
stone serlplures and paintings. The egrvings in aquestion
represent rare Mythologieal scenes not met within the other
branehes of art, and as sueh, form a very good material for
comparative stwdy, We have at present only 1all colleetion
of wood earvings many of whieh are of reecent date, The
addition of these earvings will thersfors greatly snrich onr
gallery of wood carvings, I am partiemlarly anxions that these
works of art are preserved for posterity., Othervise the twe
cars are sure to be destroyod by decay or used as firovood,. sy
has Appenad in many instances in Sonth Indis, As the two &
care are at gresent left vneared for anQunprotected,it ig
imperative that these shonld be removed Lo Madras withont
further delays, .

4+ 1 may mentiong in this conneetion that the
carvings from the cars may be valved approxinmatoely over Rs o 000/
at thdleast and wgy fetch considerably more from arl @onnoaggﬁ_ i
~ENrS, = HHED LSy

5. The ostimate of charge for bringing the two
dismantled cars by goodstrain and refixing them mp has hacr’
gor%e? ont as fol o%s e 8 P gas been

» Dismantling the 2 cars, (14 Lons ks 4
gl %t Ehe s%t% axi%izoo§§z‘gaﬁh8§a%’ s <00/0/0
@, Lgrtage 1iTom Vv age to Ry, ation R AL

32 miles for 2 ears for &mgﬁix thirty s 160/0/0
cart loads, - :
3, Railway freight from Ramnad to Madras 400/0/0

4, Cartage from Egmore to Mugeum 100/0/0
Qunk W 5, For refitting the 2 ecars np in the 800/0/0
Mugenm gt Rs 400/- eaeh, RISSET e 4 e

Total BRs 1,860/0/0

Y 0f the total amornt of Be 1,360/~ voqmired, i i
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In view.of tha present fingneial strin%ency I think it

expedient to execnte the work of refitling the carvings (llem

. 5) eosting Rs 800/-, only dnring the .next Ffinancial yearn 1950-

LS50 .A sum of 500/- has slready been provided for items i=

in this year's bnd%et in the Revised Estimate for 1949,'50,

I therefore regnest that Government will be Sleﬁed to allot

" additional frnds of'&;860/— under a., A, 4 -~ 0ffiee
Contingencies - Other Contingencies and accord their

sanetion for the expenditnre of Rs 1,060/- dnring 1949.'50 and

Hs 800/~ during 186G - 'H1, -

1) 1t is not possible to provide for this cxecess

- gmonnt of Rs 560/~ reanired for this 'year from savings wndar
" gny 'other head in onr bﬂd%‘et a8 only .the minimm reqnireuents

hsve been provided for, The Aceconntamt General, MNadrgs may
be anthorised to-adait the expenditnre snbjoct to the provi-g
sion of funds, as the dismantling and transport of the
] earvinss have to be cgmglete& as early as possible before
{the end of the 'Tinancial year. f :
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Yours fgithfully; -
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