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The Director of Publlc Instruction,
Madras.

The Secretary to.Governmént, R
Educetion and Public Health Department, ¢
Madras.

Roc. 1396 J/49 dated 18-1-50.

2

\ Sub: Teachers Providént Fund - Postulants and Aspirants
to a religious order - exemption from the operation

of the schme - Rule 2 (b) - amendment proposed,
Sk ok sk 3k

Messrs., A. Visuvasam and J. Lourdu, teachers of R.Csa Elementary|
Q)ﬁ{ﬁgz/////fSchool, Savariarpatnam are postulgnts to a religious order. They
request that they may be exempted from the operation of Teachers

Provident Fund Scheme,

Rule 2 (b) (iii) of the Teachers Provident Fund Rules exemptsj B

only teachers who are members of a religious order. A copy of the

letter dated 10th November 1949 of the R.C.Diocesan Director of
-l;‘Schools, Mathurai is enclosed.

| I consider that postulants or aspirants should also be

exempted‘;rom the operation of the Teachers Provident Fund Scheme,

I thérefore submit the following amendment * oW Rule 2(b)
of Teachers Provident Fund Rules and I rquest that the Govermment '
may approve my Qroposal and issue necessary amendment to the
Teachers Provident Fund Rules, ‘

* In rule 2(b) of Teachers Provident Fund Rules the following :

I(gf} shall be inserted as clause iv under the existing Rule 2(b)
(iii%,namely, ¥
IV, 3eachers who are postulants er aspirants to a religious

order as specified in clause (iii) above.

Yours faithfully, g
Af//7744/¢4\ﬂ/¢z4¢/tfccto44(f&; |
|
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for Director of Public Instruction.
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Copy of letter dated 10-11-49 of the R.E, Dddcessan Director of
Schools, Mathurai to amst the District Educational Officer, Ramnad.

In contingati9n of our interview this morning 10-11-49 I communicate
to you the following information i.e., admission of postulants to the teachers
provident fund.

Postulantship or aspirantship may be described thus :--

It is & preliminary time, whereby the candidates to any
religious order, are received as guests in a religious house to enable them
(i) to study their own vocation and the nature of the relisious order thév
want to enter and (ii) to allow their superiors to judge tgeir firmness
and fitness so that they may after mature deliberation enter and be admitted
into the religious novitiate.

When, therefore, a candidate has communicated her intention té
enter religious life and bind herself to the observance of the three
religious vows of PovertyCharity and obed ience, she must according to

Canon Law,

sanon 539: (i) "Undergo at least for six months the training of
aspirants or postulants"

(i1 This stage of foundation may, if higher superiors deem
it necessary, be prolonged for another six months,

Canon 540 :($) "This period of training must be spent either in the
nouse destined to novices or in any other house of the Order in,which the
rules are accurately observed under the special supervision of a full

trained religious",

Canon 543: "Women must not be admitted in the novitiage without a

previous accurate enquiry into their character and moral life",

As most of the candidates to the religious life are admitted either
immediately or a few months after their training school studies, a dvantage

is taken by the nuns of the time of Postulantship to make their candidates

complete the time of school service required by the Kducational Department

after training, This is the reason why most of the teachers in their
schools are candidates to religious life.

Besides because the time of Postulansship i{s to be followed after

six months or a year by the novitiate, these teachers who are marked out

for religious life can only be considered as temporary appointees who
are not therefore subjected to the rules of the Teachers' Provident Fund,
It may be said, of course, that Postuli.nts have not yet taken the vow of
Poverty and that, therefore, the G.0, does not apply to them, Yet

there is the fact that they would not be "Postulants™ if they had not
previously intimated their desire to take that vow and become religious.

I think, I have made my point clear and I hope that no further
question will be raised on that score,
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for Director of Publie Instruction,
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