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‘(Th'e Jchool nf Kathakali Dancing)
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NATANA NIKETAN *=
(The School of Kathakali Dancing) g

The Institution and its Bim

The Institution has for its aiin the revival of the art of Indian
Classical Dance based on NATYA SASTRA, as practised in South
India. The further aim of the school is to make these arts.a
respected and desired profession and to make-the dance play again an
important part in the life of the people. To achieve this aim

i nstruction in Dancing is imparted to such of those ag are admitted
as students in the Natana Niketan, and public demonstrations and
performances will be given from time to time all over the province
and other places in due course.

Admission to Students:
1 Admission to students to the institution is open to all, who
having a special aptitude for dancing, desire to receive a course of
instruction in Indian Classical Dancing.

The dance classes are divided into five groups :—

1) Amateur’s Course:—
Course of Siudy: 3 years
Age: Between 7 and 15 years
Fees: 7—8—0, 10—0—0, 12—8—0 per month
Classes on alternate days fiom 5 & 6 p. m.
2) Professional Course:— ,
Course of Study: 4 years
Age: Between 12 and 20 years
Fees: Re. 10[- p. m. for 1st 2 years
Rs. 15[- p. m. for 31d and 4th years
Classes on alternate days: Morning for Boys
Evening for Girls

3) Short Course:—

\ Course of study: One year
Age: 15 to 25 years
Fees: Rs. 30|- per month
Classes on alternate days:

Morning: Boys Evening: Girls
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237 Special Short Course:— |
" (ourse of Study: Minimum 3 Months.
Fees: Rs. 100[- per month ot |
Classes daily Morning from 9—30 to 10—3V !
5) Teacher’s Training Cowrge:—

Course of Study: 3 Months

Feos: Rs. 300]- (for full course)
An admission fee of Rs. 3—0—0 will be charged.

The fees for classes, viz., groups 1, 2, 3 and 4 are payable on
admission and thereafter in the first week of every mouth.

For group 3, three months fees should be paid in advance.
All the above courses are open £or both boys and girls. Classes

will be conducted seperately.
When a course is completed by a student a cortificate will

be issued.
Each year's course commences in July and closes in April.
Accomodation provided for outsiders. :
School will be closed cn Sundays and other public holidays.

Syllabus of Studies

For F mateur’'s Course
1) Physical Exercises
9) Foot Work
3) Expressive movements of Eye, Eye brow, Neck etec.
4) Gestures: (a) Twentyfour Basic Gestures
(b) Elementary Poses
(¢) Ilusuative Gestures with actiov.

5) Music and Tala
) Six Dance compositions, Viz Puja, Sari, Kummi,

Varnam and Padam.

Swaragit,



For Prcfessional Coursesir A1l
1) Physical Exercises & §oall o
2) Foot Work
3) Expressive movements of @ye”’rﬂwe ugwa..Ne(,k ::’t«, s
4) Gestures: (o) Twentsfour Baic ge stares

(b) Illustrative gestures with acuon
5) Music and Tala 0
6) Nine Emotional Expresgions
7) Harmonious Combination of Colour, Raga and Expressions
8) Lergons in Puranic stories
9) Scientific Training in Nritham, Nrithyam and Natyam
10) Lessons in Costume, Make-up, Stage etc., '

Short Course
All syllabus of studies Prescribed for professional Courses with
four composite dances viz. Hunter, Peacock, Spring, and Siva Nritya.
Special Short Course
Syllabus Preseribed for Professional Courses.
! Teachers Traininig Courss

iu ' 'I"he Syllabus Prescribed under the bhifurcated courses of
| studies in Kathakali dancing in schools.
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Note: All correspondence should be addressed to:
Dinecton,

NATANA NIKETAN,

Thiruveedian Street,
CALHEDRAL ROAD,

MADRAS - 6-
Jamatha Press, Madras- b.
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¥ S The Government accept the recommendation of the D 2P d
i :
v ‘;that Natana Niketan , Madras, may be. recognised as ay special
A I
& school and adm.tted to aid., The teaching grant to the school

Wlll be assessed by the Director under the -provifs»i-ons Of =
Chapter V1 of the Grant -1n—a1d Code and it will be Ffestricted

to onétxalf of the net costlof wknm ~6f the school-

‘1n the precedlng f1nanc1al year. The grant for 1942-630 will

7 %’e ?Qld in the curvent year. m‘“ﬁ provisionfhas been

\made for the payment of the grant under"37 n. Education

Special - Direct grants to non-Covt spec:Lal schools«A General

n-Teaching - Boted in
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l
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Sub: Schools - Spec1al - Natana Niketan - Madras - Reqqest
for grant.

Petition from the Correspondent, Natana Niketan, Madras
dated 13-6-49.

From the D.P.I. Rc.No.320 ‘D2/b,9 duted 18-10-49,
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The 'Natana'Niketén' is a Specaai school
1mpart1ng educatlon in cla351cal Indian danc1ng. Besides

'coachlng students in Kathakall and other modes of Indiah
‘Mnclng, the ‘management proposes “to train ‘teachers for

T

the teaching of Kathakali &ancing according to the

. = -
.approved syllabus under the bifurcated courses of studies.
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‘The management has now represented that the institution
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| basis of two-thirds of the net cost of maintenance of

the schools in the previous financial year.

is working at a deficit anqm'hatothe school may be
admitted to aid from Provincial funds. Attention is
solicited to the minutes of H.M.(E & L) on p.1 cefe of
the representatiop.

2., The D.,P.I. to whom the matter was
‘referred has reported that thé institution is specialising

only in Kathakali A)ancmg and that even if teachers are

'trained it will be only 1n thls Srangh,of danclng.:ﬂg%

s however recommended that the institution may be
admitted to the privileges of recognition and aid. He
has also submitted a statement of income and expendiwure

of the school for the year ending 30-6-49 from which it
that ) ' ,
is clear, /Bhe institution is ‘working at a deficit.

\

3. Grants to special schools are assessed
Py the‘D.P.I. after a consideration of all the 01rcum-f
Stances of the case under the provisions of Chapter VI
of the Grant-in-Aid bode. For the sake of uniformitx
in respect of schools where the revised scales of pay

have been adopted7the Director asscesses grants on the

J

AS No

| scales of pazME?ve been prescribed for teachems i -

e AALAP N ol &
schools for Dan01nglthe gran t may perhaps be confined

to half the net cost of maintenance in Lhis case,
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craft training of students under the reorganlsed ; A :

scheme of /feducation it is for consideration whether |

the Natana Niketan, Madras,may be admitted to the

t |
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In view of the 1mportance attacheddé/vo:tional and "3 Q
|
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privi]:eges of recognition and aid as recommended by F‘%’«i)

the B, P,T. e b_goy I 949-50 O [poyobla auﬂ'”h:(?SO:S’
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& Part II Scheme for 1950-51,
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,Grant for Special School, - weh v pubmns ted belowr a&w efprcml - 91 may fe pemt & Fivane U
Natana Niketan,’ 3,000 2,500 ..m
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Budget for next year. The school imparts education in

classical Indian dancing and specialises in Kathakali

Usually grants to special schools are assessed

dancing. ‘ L)@ ‘ 843%
: o s 45
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- ¢ oy ] : 1 £ ¢ Dot U b &
ma.mé( ;@:;-_ﬁ&;,‘t_aﬂﬁ“ - ik IS A A o 4 et 4 o Hend of account. ! : Ttem of expenditure. lgohsls]t?te.\ 1%%3(;; l‘.ll. i
WS / R TR ] 4 : % - v - (recurring). - (recurring): {
! o : - i ? b Zig W ¢ | (1) , (2) 3) A @ d l
- ""W . ‘\‘ 5% Wy y RS, RS, v ok
s “" ik ! 5. Tducation—Special— Grants to the Natana 3,000 /9,500
2 K : Direct grants to non-Govern- Niketan, Madras. 3N s VL
5.0 ment Special _schools—A. e
General—(i) Excluding Post- i
Lt s war ~ Reconstruction— ;
£ M i ‘ i iy - @.ﬂigaw%_a@ted. & ey
o VI‘AT.———‘-A—\— ._:. 2 %5 L - = 21 .ba\?? Tot'al £ . -.:‘ 3,000 2,500 i -
' J AL - P £
L et R L A ] EXPLANATORY ;‘{o'rﬁ.' ) 9
¥ SR e Natana Niketa.nj_a” at Teynampet, Madras,-is a special s&ool Jimparting .
education in classical Indian dancing. - Besides coaching stud in-Kathakali anc }

other mod;sr of I}.]n‘dian dancing, the n::fnag‘ sment propﬁse; to train teachers the "p
ing of Kathakali dancing according to the syllabus under the bifufcated

f studies. e Di e Pub%.i, "ctioMEi’@Omm W%‘ﬂfe hd
institution may be recognized as a special school and admitted to aid. Grants to 1
special schools are assessed by he Director after a consideration of all the circum-
stances of the case, under the provisions of Chapter VI of the Grant-in-aid Colls o
For the sake of uniformity in respect of schools where the revised scales of pay Rl o
have been adopted, the Director assesses grants on the basis of two-thirds of the \

net cost of maintenance of the schools in the preceding financial year. As no J

scales of pay have been prescribed for teachers in schools for dancing and in view
of the prevailing financial stringency, it is proposed to restrict the grant to half the
net cost of maintenance in this case. The proposal involves an extra cost of

Rs. 2,600 in 1950-51 and an ultimate recurring cost of Rs. 3,000 per annum.

Al B )42, In view of the importance attached to vocational raini
: £0%2 of : and craft tra
% .@tﬁﬁéﬁs under the reorganized sgheme Sf secondary education, this dep]afll'li?gegf;
* recommends that the < Natana Niketan, Mg:dras, be admitted to aid and that
provision may be made in the Budget for 1950-51 as shown in the summary at
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